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PREFACE 


TESTIMONY 


CONCERNING 


Stephen Criſp 


And his Following 


WORKS. 


\ Lthough Ay. Intimacy with our Deceaſed Friend 


was but of Later Tears, yet T find ſome- 

thing in my Mind to write concer , 

in Commemoration of God's Bleſſed Power, and Word of 

Life that reached him, and made him through Faith and 

Obedience unto the Lord Feſus Chriſt, what he was ; for 
a 2 . 5 that 


The P REFACE, 
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that is it which is moſt worthy of Praiſe, and without it 

we are nothing, nor able to do any thing that tends to our 

own Peace, or the Benefit of others, 

' And it wasby this, the Lord in the Morning of this 

* Bleſſed Day, that he hath caujed to ſpring from on-lugh, 

"viſited bis Soul in t hig latter Age of the . mherein, 
' after # Night Dok, and tire of Apoſtacy, hewas 
graciouſly pleaſed, (by that Divine and Heavenly Light, 
which he, in the beginryng-eauſed to ſhine out of _ 


* ne - ba to ſhine into the —_ of {nou , and 


CE re popindhe: 


fr ine fog Treaſure 1n oo, Farthen Vellels, that 
"were Poor and D rig porone v4 £98 the Eyes of the 
Th "World Wiſe ani ted-and raiſed up by 


-% et Power ; bim _ gs ot our yr gas from F4 
, #n the 
rot rit) to 
* * publiſh the Glad A 4 Peace, 0 Lon me Goſpel 
ey, - bf Life and _— dto Fen People from Dark- 


neſs to Light, froth wer- df Satan to God ; that 
: they might know Remiſſion of Sin, and an Inheri- 
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And this Miniſtry as it was of God, and theſe Inſtru- 
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racll, Rar fond bis Teftiznony with mh on 
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The PREFACE. 


and left many Seals of his Miniſtry tn and about that we« 
ry Town of Colcheſter, where our Dear, Deceaſed Friend, 
Stephen Criſp wes Born, Lived, was Reached, and Con- 
vinced of | the Bleſſed Truth; ( and by the ſame Word 
that he Prvached';' and was an Able Miniſter of,) was 
ot Worthy 'F viend wicked , —_— made « Serviceable 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, and freely .Preached 
ny ſame #bout Thirty Five Tears; and Travdled pr 
that nd in many Parts of England, Scotlag 
an Nero aud the Low Countnes, = 
, was in Jeveral Perils," and ſuffered Impri- 
ſie or for "his Faithful Teſtimony , for the —_— 


7 Mabe \ 
dows\ wa Helpfid 0 Fatherleſs. Children 5s divers 
Roſpefts ; being ewilued with «good UntoyFaadig, both 
4s a Man and Chriſt jan 

And he rhat emlaed him therawith., card geve hins 
Wiſdom, preſorved him in it," andrbleſſed. his Labours 


in the Gofpt!,, and maile ' his «Ftftimony Serviceable to 
many , it being delivered in Soundneſs of yo y- with 
good Demonſtration, and accompanied with Life and 


Power ; 
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\ Conſeie#ees' of ware Jo'f re. 
Brew" mide "17 "20" the" Sound: 
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tht 19h Yale" Wiew ;” X 

Fiith "ini" Obe 6 ſane,” tals 2 08h: 

- "FF a; "wlf0"l Mas that was Zhbur for Truth, ba 

the fever | ym led ts untd\, at ths Cor: 
pr World, their Ways; Worſhip; vain $i es 

Evil Caſtoms , and often exhorted Friends 'o Mind oe 

Forts Spirit , aut thertin to tb his Bafj 5, int not 


in their own ; nor to'boggle br decline their” Teſti 
Frith, 'in Ay Reſpett, either againſt the Men A FH | 


s,: forced <=" nt or > hetyjoy ople }0- 
ef iage” for "fil \Lued#s Ts "hy ConltyÞ-" 
biting to#ht"Rep epatr of their Worſhip Paley T4 
Ways anll Fie and greatly {files that 
direftt Way," ſhould "be tomplied with by any ,"to bf 
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or evade their Teftimony or the Truth, in any re- 


aehoagh , in the Latter | Part of his Time, he 


was 1h infirmity of Boay , fired totravel mach; 
Jet? was he wery fr tings; & 4nd 
#chipn Sraff Ge el thertin ," and" 10 ah ents 


td Brorhe ' provoking them to goo Works,” and 
Yong oh oe; igence, and an Fxemp ' Conver- 

rl, "#d To rids] ws their Toath and Children in that 
WH,” Pllinntfs and” Simplicity that becam#' the "Truth, 
ar] rhe imble Diſciples of "bur Lord Jeſuit Chriſt, The 
Lord incline the Hearts of all that have them, ſo to do, 


that none may contribute of that Subſtance God hath 
bleſſed 
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Bleſed them with. and. made hens Stover, 


n lay Wy as 
en fangs theix. ny. | 
them Ho Te - 7 dr 


our Offfaring,, ws, A 
tion wata angtber, t 
£1 a Exalted, end 


in this Holy Trath, t0 0ar. 'c ort, AR, Feat 
bore: 1 nell. ſatisfied, did this DO aioges of. 


his TT eſt imoxy and Comrle in this World. And 

on the. T: went y Krth of the Shuey pg h 1692, being 
wnder. much Radily Weakneſs Fain th was Viſit hack 
by, ® wfaciens Friend and: rather G who gave this. 

+ of, the. ſame, . as. the Subſtance. of ſome Woras, 
v7 rv .S. C.. the Twenty Fourth of the: Sixth Months. 
1692, vis, I ſee an end of Mortality ,..yet cannot, 
come at it ; T defire the Lord to. dehver me out;af, 
this Tronbleſome or; Painful Body : If he will. but” 
_ tay the Word, it's, done ; aj .therg'is no.Clow 
my, Way; vea full A nice of, pars AY wh, 

is Gheill Jets, why Lnregrry od 7X 


of Yere is known to. the Lord: .and have, ] 
_ Juſtification i in- Jeſus Chriſt , who made oy 
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0s be Twenity Sewienthy tbe Day be his De: 
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w1derfboad,) 1 
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dis, brews vis. Dear Staphes, abon 
Anſwer, viz. ' Kemanber my Dear Love in Jelug 
Chpift to ail Friends. | 


And on the Twenty Eighth of the ſaid Month, he: as 
this Life , ani Dyed inthe Lord «t Wanſworth 
in Surrey, about , Four Miles from Londog , #0 which 
Place be mas carried fo the ſabe of the dir, fromthe 
e of Willam Crouch iz London, in « Litter, is 
W. C's. Haaſe there : And being wery "Weak, WAS. de 
companied by ſeveral Friends on Foot 6 _ the Litter: , 
left there ſhould be any want of Aſſiſtance. 

Awad after his Deceaſe, bis Body mas brought to Grace- 
Church-Street Meeting-Howſe in London, where on the 
Ons 'and Thirtreth, « ys number of Friends and o- 
thers met t0 Eccompany his Carps to the Grownd,, | and 
ys Living Teftmmonies were Borw there , . by Faichful 

"os the Truth. And then his Body was. borws 
on _ Shoulders of hus Friends and Bretbyow that loved 
him for Trath's ake, untothe B Ground &t 'Bun- 
hill-Fields, ad there Interred, And jeveral Teſtimonies 
mere aifo borr there at tbe Grave to the Truth, far the 
fake” 0 thoſe that yet remain; and that all. might Love 
und Line. in that which nnakes Lovely and Lining ynto 
God and in his Sight, and Perſevere in Diligence. and 
Faroe in the Lord's Work and Service, and UP 
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In wx op with the NG 
ws # Plact }n thut K#j) domt that will meer ſs ed 
p = it may bt ſo with all us Mar oe remain, i 
e, "ud Eaſt ſt Sapptic#tion wnto the 
pT args Maj als May al Mo Bip Love, _ 
it ; rk o Diſciple-ſhip, i» that S, ; 
WHICH 43 7 LT fee of % Di Ns as Lift b HA 
wy heck beew Rederpmed, itt that Grate "ind "Put 
by which 44 Save, and be armed with the whote 
Armour of Light, and walk thereimr ; that Fellowſh 
with Por one atiother we may know, and the 
Cleaofinig Virthe of His Blood that Di Died fot bs ty 
may + Mb W wo je or from all- Untiyitoodneſs 
Ant ing fo lebnfed, ry rf ed 
fication, and tins it » The Ife'of Righteoliſneſs, a4 
tn Holy Fear wait #pon the Lord, to a filled be' rat 
Wiftom that*s' from Aboue, and coathed with the Riv 
trouſneſs of Chriſt, and covertd with Real as with a Chak) 
and endured with a good Under ſtarding, and gaidetl by hz 
Ce oun et, und be yecepved into Glory, and have the" evil 
our wth , the Salvation of our Souls * is the [foie 
Breathi and tender Supplication of him who ti 
the Goo of all Men , an get fi for Sioii's Prd 
ad the <p of Jerulal that God": 
ng Maas Excellenty , and the Pref ef the hap 
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dued with. And, Dear Friends, It's our great Ent0a- 
ragement that yet remain, to be F aithful to the Lord, d:- 
ligent in bis.Work and Service , Zgaloas for his Name, 
and our Reſpettive Teſtimonies for the ſake thereof, becauſe 
that Bleſſed Power, , Spirit, Life and Wiſdom that raiſed 
up, fitted, furniſhed and endured this , and many more of 
our Ancient , Worthy, and Honourable Brethren , and 
made them ſo, bleſſed be his Holy Name, is ftill with us, 
and as ſufficient as ever : And the Lord as willing to fill 
wp the Places of them he hath taken to himſelf into the 
Manſions of Eternal Glory, as he was in tender Mercy 
favoarably Beet to furniſh them, for his Work and 
Service ,. that it may be carried on to his Praiſe, and 
he Honour of bis Worthy Name, from Age to Age, and 
rows one Generation to another, 

And therefore let us that yet remain, be faithful unto 
the Lord, and freely given up to follow him, and to mani- 
feſt our Love and Reſpeit unto our Deceaſed Friend and 
bisi Works, by following that wholeſome Counſel , and 
. Chriſtian 
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{mg ords, and my Father will love: him. and we has 
come unto him, and make our Abode with him. nf 
in that. Kod air always to remaing.... 0 \ 
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\ Courteous Reader, 


GrorgeTard, Londen, Thy Sincere F riend, 
the 14th of. the 3d 
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THE 


TESTIMONY 


OF THE, 


MENS MEETING 


COLCHESIER 


Stephen Criſp, 


T is ſufficient for the Righteous, that they know 
] the Lord, and are known of him, and that their 
= Life is hid with God in Chriſt ; ſuch care not 
for Popularity. Yet foraſmuch as the Noble Atts of 
the Righteous, by which they obtain a good Report, 
are ſuch as have been pleaſing to.God, and the Names 
of ſuch ſhall be had in remembrance : And therefore 


we 


wei finda + Conſtraint! upon: our Spirits; to give [this 
ſhotti>Teltimony' of ap Faithfulneſs of ' our Ancjerir 
:hil.a4hd&Brothery | Srophen Criſp, 'lare of: Colcheſter, 
ind into the ſl Gift which"th& Lord en 
lad 
cate: Labours aud 'Eraves, Iwho!Uivell with us for 
many: Years; who was a Man Zealous for the Lord, 
his and Truth ,-Faithful and Diligent 'im his 
Work,”:and-ableto give Counſel and Advice to/man 
States. 2nd.Conditions; and which he often did yith 
z free and ready Mind. 10. 'nt © 
Some of us that have known him from the'bepir< 
ning: can 'remember how the Lord was pleaſed to 
viſit ham in the Days of his Youth, and begat Defires 
in him after himfelf, and after the Knowledge of the 
of Life; whikch did work upoyi lin; ſvas th, 
pur” him upon ſeeking and getting ritanc'wi 
the beſt and mot upright-hearteld of thoſe Days; aid 
was fora time a Teacher among a-Separate People 
in thoſe Days. In which way and' State he: conti- 
nued, until. it pleaſed the Lord, (for a Diſtreſſed Seeds: 
ſake ) Mo fend" his Servant Fare? Parr unto' this 
Town, \inthe Year 1655, who by the Word of the 
Lord committed to him Gwhich c ve Rocks aſundery 
among divers others , reached unto =_ our Dm 
(hewnh'many: more in theſe Parts,' og ready 
rout; HEhar ſball we do to be Saved?) by Ghok 
i&ry,-under-God, che was Convinced of the Evers 
__ ruth, and forthwith made Profeſſionof wh 
«rr was mh Hobby el mm biting his 
Vadertading oper Heart-Wourided' befors 
1 Hl, £0 F(31Jt & 314 p h4 2;Vithe 
194 1311? 
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the Lord, in the feeling of that lively: Wards in his/ 
Soul,:which.is a Difcerner-of the 'Thoughts:aad7Jo t 
tenty.ofo the Heart ;+ and. then. lis: former» Building! 
can49 ibelaid. low, and be. faw hiifiſelf!toobe: bur: 
a Talk! and Notion of | Heavenly: things; atd-/thav 
though he-hatl thought himſelf Rich, he was but in 
Poog. nd: Naked, and that to a Day. of Stripping he 
muſt:come;. and to deny himſelf; and ſo he did, and 
at: down 3n ſilence under the Croſs to his own Will, 
and /waited: Far; Counſe! and: Inſtruction toibe. mini« 
ſtred to him by the Lord : Who'after-ſome time 
had-ſutl opennel3 in his Mind, : as to_ impart now 
and then'a Word of Exhortation to them-that need- 
ed it, 'and viſiting ſome Neighbour Meetings, was 
inkarged eas a few Words among them/;'and 
then ;retur Home to. his Family , and. outward 
Calling-:-Hhus- contipuing until! the Lord further 
iplasped -his-Gife, and that he came to know a furs: 
ther Growth-and Increaſe in the Truth, :and in his 
Teſtimony for it 3; and then found Drawings-in his: 
Spirit into the North of Englend, and afterward ins 
to;\many; other. Parts..of it; and into-1Scorland and 
a _ E Heeungy EIS Eras 
; ANC*W4$ IEF YIC among , 'the more; 

im thaE” he- had obtained an- Underſtanding in:the 
Datrch Language ,: ins a very ſhort time, of whoſe) 
Seryice there, m the divers Viſits that he gave:them, 
we leaye:to-our Dear Friends. in thoſe Parts,-to give 
2&0WBF+iotont Sour gin wtitmot Tank 171, b 2013}8! 
eiHe had a pagpoyetpating nn in not bns 
ly in Sptxitual,, but ailoin, Femporal things,..by which 
he was very ſerviceable to many Widows and Fa- 
therle(s 
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AER and 2=ary as Diners aan n Teſtife) 
. vegy noady> and =—7 aſſiſt. chem; Teſte) dong 
> ved, did : freely. Give; and was-thereit 
OE. ; Sarjeable $0 Frandey bur als 0. ques 
1 Was ell and Conſcientioully afſbQed. br 
the Peace and Proſperity of Friends iovecy Place ; 
and Ge that caule Akgeorly laboured amongſt them ; 
and when he was not able to Ride of Travel much 
by reaſon, of his Diſtempers , as in iſt Diſs, \þe 
continued chiefly in this Town of Colchofter, and 

the City of London, in the Lord's Work and gan 
o> as long as Strength and Ability of Body laft- 


_ He was, of a Conftant, Firm, Bold Mind and Spi- 
tit, agai againft all.thoſe that ſecretly or ny og fought 
10n' to make Rents and Dirias among 
"che Churches of Chriſt, and labourtd'dili naly to Ar 
referye *the Simple Hearted from being 
| Four Snares and cunning Infſinuations, . ex 
m (as did the Apoſtle) ro mark thoſe that bring 
viſions, and to avoid them, and to keep in the Unt- 
6.6 che eng and in the Senſe of the Graee received, 
| tb dre into x furth&# difcerhia 
" of the Mie jous Workings of 'the Enemy tliat goes 
"round about, and tries every way, to fee whom-he 
| | Devour. 
tad aGift-of Utteratice' beyond many , found 
5 and DoQrine, and Fees. Convihengy ny to 
"66 Vn 'of 'rnany thar Heard Him ; 
eatſe , his y was affeting to! many 
"tha were'not of. us, who would cone ro bear” him 
win 
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"at Colcheſter concerning Stephen Criſp. 


when- he was with.us: And he would often call to 
People to come and try the Sufficiency of the Grace 
"of God, (that a Meaſure of it was committed to 

them, ) and whether it was not able to Save from 
Sin, ( yea, to the utmoſt, ) all ſuch as received and 
chomad it. He divided the Word aright, and turned 
many from Darkneſs to Light ; many Mourners have 
been conforted by him, and many Tender Hearted 
h , through their inward Exerciſes} and Con- 
flicts of Spirit , and have been a Strength to them 
in their Spiritual Warfare : But his Teſtimony was 
as a ſharp Two-edged Sword , to the Rebellious, Ob- 
durate, and Hard-Hearted, to the piercing through 
them many a time : And his very outward Coun- 
tenance hath ſometimes ſtruck to the Hearts of 
ſome, as ſome have ſince Confeſſed : And ſome that 
have gotten into a Spirit of Enmity, have been 
made through the Power that did accompany him , 
to come and acknowledge the Hurt which that 
_ had done them ; and that the Lord was with 

1M. 

And at taking his laſt Farewel, when he was a- 
bout to leave us, he was for ſeveral Meetings before 
his Departure, mightily opened in his Spirit, in our 
publick Meetings deſiring to be clear of the Blood 
of all, (as he ſeveral times of late faid he was,) la- 
bouring to ſpeak to the States of all, and alſo to 
Friends Services to which they were called in their 
Dey , to keep Truth's Teſtimony clear from all Un- 
righteous Actions that might be Comminred by thoſe 
that lived not in that they made Profeſſion of, and 
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ERA chem, ſaying, if we ceaſed ' 


; | the Vile, the 
Vile waukd gyeragn us end. we ſhould: become like 
other Peoplez,al& he took notice of, and: rejoyotd 


in the Love and Unity that had been, and was a- 


mopgius, exhorting and counſelling of-us to be,” and 
——_—_ in the ſame Mind, keepingths Opp the 
Spirit, 1n the Bond of Peace. Ye 
= was ey = mo , tis: Fewnſmen 
and Neighbogrs,  and-left or had not many. Enemies 
at leaſt more-than Apoſtates-and falſe. Profeſſors of 
the Truth,- who forſaking and turning. their Backs on 
God, no wonder. fuch are Envious, and Oppeſers of 
his Servants. | 
He was.very tender and helpful to divers, who have 
been of late called forth into a Publick Teſtimony, 


and into the ſame Work wherein- he was himſelf im-- 


loyed by his great Lord and Maſter Chriſt Jeſus, 
ing very tender and ready to help forward that 
which he found to come from the motion of the Seed 
of Life in any, and would ſpeak a Word in Seaſon 


to ſuch. And his laſt Teſtimony in our Yearly 
Meeting”on that account,”15” worthy of Remem-. 


brance. 
And in his laſt being among us, he would be very 


weighty in his Viſits in our Private Families, and 
much and often dropping ſome weighty Diſcourſe a- 
mong us for our Edification, Furtherance, and growth 
in the Fruth. 
For all which Works ſake, he was much eſteemed, 
and aygs worthy of double. Honour ; and-we doubt 
| not 


""— xt Colcheſter conrerning Stephen Criſp.” 
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not 20t but is cloathed with a 
; nour, Glory and immorality with our God; which 
| 26thy Porn of all thoſe t 


Honour the Lord in their Day, as he did. 


7 Signed in behalf of our Mens Meeting at Colcheſter, 


; the Seventeenth of the Eighth Month, 1692. 
Arthur Cotten, | Thomas Wear, - 
Thomas Bales, Daniel V ande Wall, 
Solomon Formantell, | Anthony Whaypoo!, 
John Farly, | Henry Pumfret, 
Samuel Cooper, John Perry. 
Richard Waller, | 
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"FROM THE 


SECOND DAY 


Morning Fereng 


THE: 


Fourth of the Fourth. Month, 1 694. 


Eing not willing to multiply many particular Te- : 
ſtimonies Oe Dear 


and —_— Unity with 
the aforegoing Accounts, in a living Remembrance : 
of that Love, Life and Power that he was endued 
with, and of his Labours and Services in the Goſpet 
of Peace, in the Church of Chriſt, and of his Tha-- 
ray and Sufferings for Propagation and Preachi 
fame, we hereunto Subſcribe our Names, = | 
tenderly deſire that all may Love, Live, and "have - 
their Minds ſincerely exerciſed towards the Lord , - 
in that which teacheth . how to ri hely. Prize.,- E- - 
ſteem and make uſe. of the Lord's Mercies, and the - 


Labours:- 


Servants of Chriſt, in whole Love we remain ; 
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joe Ine Oe - 
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Ill 


Servants of Chrip, | 


7 'dlolng.th. 
YT Pell Wifhers to all Mey, 


m_— TO 


George Whitehead, 


ohn Whitehead, 
ulliam Bingley, + 
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Yeaily Mecding.” a 


FRIENDS 


, Held at 
AMS TER DO 4 M, 


The Fifth Month, .n. 1693,-concerning our 
' Pear Friend, and Servant.of Chriſt Jeſus 


Stephen Criſp. 
Eing acquainted of the Intentions of our Dear 


Rus Friends and Brethren in Exglaxd, to commit to 
Poſterity, in a Collection , the Writings of that E- 
minent Servant of God, and Faithful Miniſter of the 
Goſpel 


— a... FDC ev 
TELLETEL If #4 'V 3 iadlit, 


q T, 


jd 
6. 


Golpel gf Jeſus Chriſt Srephen Criſp, whoſe Miniltry 
in and through the Fowes.gh | « was effeftual =. 
to. many ; and amongſt the reft, ro us alſo. in theſe 
6 A Hglland, HY Empaen 
whurgbs Frearuteſtaat ,  Dantzich , ingle 7 
Creveltt : "And aving beerr no {malESharers with - 
our Friends in Exeland, &c, in the bleſſed Benefit of 
his acceptable Service, :Do give alſo. our, Teſtimony 
(in- this. ColleQion. conceryng,, him, in, a True and 
Faithful account: af, his, Services , ho urs and Ira- 
vels in theſe.Patts, and to bleſs the Lord for hiscan- 
tinued Care over his Church . and People here, who 
ſent him firſt amongſt us, about the time that it pleaſed 


Gog ty take ffom ws our Dear, and Welþbeloved 
Frgads, and ys Fan Servants, and Miniſters af 
th {pel;.HALiam Anh, William Catony a os 


Higgins, who had it chiefly upon them to Preach the 
Truth, and watch over the little Flock of Chrift in 
theſe Countries, and to miniſter unto the Believers 
thereof in theſe Parts, according to the Heaveal 
Gift < IIs to. them: We ſay, we have Caule 
to. bleſs the Lord, and cfteem his. Divine Hand of 
Providence, that about«that junQure of time, the 
Lord 14 move upon the Spirit of this our Dear 
Friend $. C. in the powerful Drawings of his Love, 
to turn his ace e0warts us, And 4n the Moyings 
of that.-Lovgand Life in which he thep begy 0 re- 
commend himſelf to us, (and in which he if lives 
a gus,) he was made, willing to, put his Shoul- 
ers under the 'Burthens that he was to bear inthe 
Parts, on the Truth's account ; and that in ſuch a de- 


gree, that he made it not only his Work to come and 
WM” Viſit 


F 3 


7 s "of Friends /hefd af Amftcrdam. 


Viſit us ſometimes, and thereby give'us Opportunities 
to be refreſhed and Comforted 1n his op, 
our Meetings and Private Diſcourles, (as*we have-al- 
ſo been with many others of our Dear and Beloved 
Friends from England, from time to* time) but alſo 
he very diligently took notice of all the Occurrances 
in which Truth was 'concerned, and was not» wea 
of Labouring in the Spirit of Wikdom and Under- 
ſtanding (which God was pleaſed to endue him with 
in a large Meaſure) both in Words and Writings, 1n 
the ſpreading of the Truth, in DoQtine, and ſtopping 
the Mouthes of Gain-ſayers, and turning back the 
Calumnies and Fal s which were often caft upon 
the Truwh, and return it upon the Heads of its Eue- 
mies -and 'Oppoſers ; and alfo, in Counſel, Informa- 
tion, Admnomtion, Exhortatian and Advice, both ih 
Publick and Private Preaching the Truth very accep- 
tably 'in the Low Dur Tanpuage, and affiſting di- 
vers ways "many that wanted it, in the ordering of 
their Concerns belonging to this World, for which 
alfo the Lord had greatly furniſhed him with a Ca- 
Pacitybeyond many others : And when from time to 
ime, his Service for God*s Truth calPd hinr from hence, 
he- left"us tlways' that Comfort, thathe did not Uraw 
His 'Hearr from ts, (which was very 'Fatherly*ro- 
wards: us, ) but hefd: a conſtant Eye upon us, and 
Trath*s-arid our Concern here, and was always rea- 
dy, as muchas that outward diſtance, and his Service 
in Exelazd would permit him, to affift us, as when he 
was preſent among us. And when he came to'£/o/- 
1and, he alſo: generally ' went tor Frieſfazd, where he 
viſited 'fome there that were in ameafare m—_ 
d An 


Wye pi was EL 
And.atncrs bat were will he og 


x tg then hte Wont even be 


by Tn SET 


Fehr than Fredo 


vifited-fome Friends that. were ht lirel 
\rnget there far: comi ing into. Frie/las 


Teil: hers Publiſh ed; f ing. 
mr : tinge wh alot EE 


N. Neb Book Pf fetion No ook, | 
3, Jnother. rp ail thereabouts; he Preac 
to the; Streagthning and Comforting God : 
” arte —dpre- Fra =. Year 1679. 6 5-5 
the ſmall Company of Fri 
Jving: 0g, ta Place: ae FF ng m gh Figa 
went. tp exdelherg , E th 
os. Eleftor: Charley Lars, q (i Ras By 
the Unrighteous Dealings of the Magiſtrates of .K'rey- 
hr, jo taking from -Friends,. Three. or Four Times 
_ of G Goods for an' Impoſiti ition, which Friends 
for Cantiaken fake could not pay ; and was Friend- 
M5 and Diſcourſed by the Prince ; whereby 
"# foamewhateaſed in their Sufferings. An- 
other time he. made' a Journey into the County. of 
_— to the Town of: Creve/, where a Meeting was 
{ct up:. Alſo he viſited ſome wellalſead People at 
Wee Clef, and Anno 1685, ve us his laſt 
Viſit here.in Holland.. And thoug To cart was with 
us to the end of his Days,yet his Bodily Weakneſs and 
Infirmities FT, upon,. and diſabling him from 
X ravels, prevented him from mani- 


felting 


—— G99 


TIT Folt 


#353 IC) 


ſuch indeared Love to-us iniſfuck makinee! as 


VIA q 
"ng, 
ITY 
"hor 'Þ. 
: Foffowers of the Lamb, having paſſed through mai 

'Bxercifes both Inward-and Outward, 'whichr'to 2 


being ftill' Partakers of the. Bleſſed ' EffeRs' thereof ; 

and hope the Lord'of. Heaven and- Earth ;' will 'be 

pleaſed to raiſe up many others, to ſtand up in the 
Phacts of ſuch Faithful {Labourer in his Vineyard: * 

Signed in behalf of , and by Order of the Quarterh:. 

F Miri events gt ne 


John Clans. * 
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AN 


INDE X 


OF THE 


CHIEF HEADS 


Contained in this 


S O oAaE 


ournal of the Life of Stephen Criſp, Page 
A Y W. tl Reproof to the Teachers of the World, 


G1 
A Deſcription of the Church of Scotland, 7I 
A Letter to the Mayor of Colcheſter, 103 
Another Letter to the Mayor of Colcheſter, x10 
An Epiſtle to Friends concerning the Preſent and Succeed. 

ting 1 imes, II5 
The Poſtſcript, 2 


T4 
A Word in due Seaſan, or ſome Harveſt Meditations , 
147 
The Plain Path-Way Opened to the Simple- Hearted, 1 5 5 
e A 


An INDEX, 

A Back-ſlider Reproved, and his Folly made Manifeſt, 
and his Confuſions and Contradiftions diſcovered, 18x 

A Letter from Germany to Friends, exhorting them to 
Diligence in Meetings, 205 

A Word of Confolation, end a Sound of Glad Tydings 
to all the Mourners in Gerraany, and the Parts Adja- 


cent, 209 
An Epiſtle to Friends in Colcheſter, 223 
An Anſwer to Thomas Loddmgton, 227 
obo Rinks Trenke f Twoof hen Crifg's 
0 's Tranſlations of Two of Step ilp's E- 
; piſtles in Dutch, ta Friends a Araſterdam, 243 : 
An Epiſtle to Friends, againſt ſuch as cry out againſt the 7 
Form of Godlineſs, as againſt Meeting at Set Times, on Ky 
Firſt Days, &c. 249 
An Alarum ſounded in the Borders of Spiritual Egypt, 
2 
"The Poſtſcript, ; 4 
To the Magiſtrates of Groninghen ix the United Pro- 
VInCes, J21 
A Lamentation over the Cityof Groninghen, 327 


by = Baptiſts in Holland, with « Query for them to Ar.- 
wer, 


354 
A Teſtimony concerning Edward Graunt of Colcheiter, 


8 

An Ex from Stephen Crifp when a Priſ»zer, - I 
An go Friends, 365 
» Epiſtle to Friends in the North, | 371 
An Epiſtle to Friends in the Eaſtern Parts, 377 
Another Epiſtle to Friends, | 87 


To the Rulers and Inhabitants in Holland, and the reſt of b 
the United Provinces, - obs ; 
An # 
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An INDEX. 


Ar. Epiſtle to the Princeſs Elizabeth in Germany, 406 
An Epiſtle to be Read in the Womens Meetings of Friends 
in Ip{wich, 415 
An Epiſtle of Tender Counſel and Advice to all that have 
believed the Truth every where, and to exhort them to 


Faithfulneſs thereanto, | 421 
An Epiſtle to Friends at Dantzick, 442 
A Babyloniſh Oppoſer of Truth by the Truth Reproved ; 

and his Enmity, Falſhood and Coe anifeſted ; 

in _ to an Impertinent Paper ſent abroad by Tho 

mas Criſp, 447 
"An Epiſtle to Friends in Norwich, 462 


An Epiſtle to Friends in Amſterdam, 467 
A Faithful Warning and Exhortation to Friends, to be= 
ware of Seducing Spirits, and to keep on the Armour of 
Light in Simplicity and Sincerity, as their beſt Armour 

in all Trials, 471 
An Epiſtle to Friends, 498 
A Tender Viſitation in the Love of God unto thoſe People 
called French Proteſtants wherever they are ſcattered in 
this time of Tribulation and Perſecution, raiſed againſt 
them by thoſe called Roman Catholicks about Matters 
Religion, JOZ 

An Epiſtle of Tender Love and Brotherly Advice to all the 
Churches of Chriſt throughout the World, who are ga 
thered into the one Living Faith, and Walk in the 
Light, and therein have their Fellowſhip one with anc- 
ther, 521 
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Stephen Criſp, 


Giving an Account of his Convince- 
ment, Travels, Labours and le 
rings, in, and Io the Truth. 


H! all ye Saints, and all ye Inhabitants of the 
I '© Earth, let the Name of Jehovah be famous 
A among you , for there is no God like unto 
_ him; and let his ! Mcrcies and Judgements be remera- 
bred and Recorded from Genration to Generation : 
For Infinit is his Goodneſs, and his Loving Kindneſs 
Unſpeakable. And although no man can fully re- 
count his Loving Kindneſs to him reached out , 
let all men Teltify of his Goodneſs, and Declare ye 
A 


Mer- 
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| UTI Oh! Let-this his 


Mercies, by which he is Engaging the Sonsof Men to 
Himſelf, and Winning and Gathering again the Scat- 
tered to the true Reſt.” Ahd therefore, well ſaid Di- 
v1d, ;T will a7." the Tears of the Right Hand "_ 


Mo Highs d renenker the Wark, YL "Þ 1rd 
er this Wormerr of Old, I Wiedi- 
tate *, all hy W W. I well kute of Aa Doings, Pal. 77. 


verſurog11, 12, Amt who can'feel his GoodNff, and 
part his Love; but it will conſtrain a Teſtimo- 
ny thu? And 1 in the ſweat remembrinee of his 


manifold Innumerable Mercies, I am even overcome. 
Mer: my whole tae, hath FE) as a _—— uote 
ercy and Og an $ He been 

7 Uk when | ov bs, [WE s nigh 
—_ © ten I Rebelled againſt hirry) he Cea= 
{ed not to | a Helm his Covenant ſtood with his 
Seed Chrift :* And for his fake"he ſpared afie. His 
Long-{uffering and Patience was exvended towards 


ne, *elfe T had been cut of _- Days of thy Gain- 


ſaying, But Oh! Well may £ fay he 15 a God;Gra- 
cious and Merciful, Long-fu crit _ Pos, full of 


HET 


- bbt but ſtood i in my Soul asa- ek oe all 
Me and manifeſted thitT ſhould not I ye, nor Steal, 
nor 


ee ol 


[ "I + 


—_—_— 
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nor be Stubborn, nor be. Diſobedient, ;, bur ſhould be- 


have my ſelf in Meekneſs,and-Quietneſs, andfer. Tenth: 
before me, as that which was theo  Falſhond; 
and this fame Witneſs even in the days of my Child- 


hood Miniftred. Peace and Boldneſs unto me, when I 
hearkenerl to the Counſel of it ; but there was a con- 
trary Nature and Seed in me that was of this World, 
and not of God; which inclined unto Evil, and unto 
the way.and matner of this evil World, as moſt of all 
ſuiting the Carnal Mind ; and an Eye began to opert ia 
me that ſaw what was acceptable with man, rather 
then what was well pleaſing to God. 


And that Eye being daily Miniſtred unto by the va-' 


r19us Qbje&ts, and tes of Vaaity,, a Delight 
ſprung up: in'that which. was Evil, and my- Sences 
became exerciſed with Vamty, by whick the 


pure Seed. became: Oppreſled and. Grieved from day to- 


eſcapdthe Cendemnation-of the Witaels of Got, and 


A 2 procure 


1676. 


Þ 


procure my own 'Pece. Bur alas! this was « miſe-' 

* Ne Ha Pre jight would' often Shine through, 

- all ths, and queſt my Reaſonings ;+ and ſhewed 'me, 

when” F was but a Child, (that ' in the, pure Reaſon. 

that is from'God,' there is' no reaſon for any: Evil, ict; 

Proyotations ; Temptations, or Examples be -what- 

they tan, 'or will ; and ſo was Toften ſtripped Naked 

from all my Reafoning and Coverings + And-then T 

learned another way to get eaſe from-the Judgment, 

and that' when I 'was very Young, about Seven or 

Eight Years Old, I would uſe when. Judgment over- 

took me for Evil, to yield that it was ſo; ;- and there 

fore hr 'T muſt do ſomething -to- pleaſe God 

apa, & {0 hereupon I karned to Pray, and' to: 

eep in Secret, and to Covenant with God for more 

Watchfulneſs, and fo then I thought for a ſeafon T was 

as one Unburthened from my Weight ; Yet this beſt 

State 'was accompanied with many Doubtings and 

Queſtionings, whether my Evils were blotted gut, -or 

:' Eſpecially when Ifaw that I was again overta-- 

ken b the Evil Spirit , and Ted mito evil Theughes, 

Words, or Actions, for the Witneſs Cryed even then 

to have my 'whoſe mind given up to the Lord, and 

that" in Thought, Word and Deed, I ſhould ferye 

him, but T knew not that it was from'God ; - but this 

I'knew;' that I wanted Power to-anſ{wer the Requi-- 

rings of that in me, which Witneſſeth againſt Evil-in 

me; and'this I lamented day and night: And when: 

I was about 'Nineor TenYears-Old.7 tthe Power - 
of God'withgreat diligence &-earueitnebs, with ſro 

Cyyesand Tears ; and 1fT had had the whole-Worlkd- 

I would have given it, to have known how to obtain- 


Power- 


—"'Þ Journatot the Life mivepbenGnly = 


5. 


Power over my Corruptians. And when-I aw-the., 1529 
SY 


careleſneſs of other Children, and therr-Prophanen 


and that they did not nt I could-difcern ). think pf, 
Trouble; though ig W Fr&: ar; 


God; 'ndr wete not/in 
nivre-witket then E,' in: their Speech: 
=o ED 
6 hegvy Hand 15 upon” me,- £ can. 
Peace, nor Aſirance of T y Love, Cl: nv 
Then the Enemy would tempt me to reſt,, and. be 


quiet, in'thiat it was better with me then with others, 


and my Reafohi wrought ſtrongly to' make up a Peace 


to my ſelf herein, but the pure Witneſs followed me. 
and left me not; but purſued me night and day,&broke | 


my Peace. faſter then I could make it up, for my mind 


was iti. my own Works: - And Icould fee no further, 


T heard talk of a'C HRIST and 8 AH LO-VRy byt: 
OhthoughtT ! that I knew him WEL 
My Ear was lent'to the Diſcourſes -and Diſputati- 
ons of the Titnes, which were very -many ; and one 
while I kt in one thing, and another while another; 
Sometimes I heard Men Diſpute, That God ſee" no Sim 
in his People; then I faid, Sarely Tam none of them ; for 
he marketh all my Tranſgreſfions. Otherwhile, Men tal- 
ked of an Eletion, and a'Reprobation of Perſons be- 
fore Time ; 'and that T Conſidered diligently, and 
thought, if that were ſo, - and T could but get: fo many: 
Signs and Marks of an EleC Soul, as might bring me 
to quiet, then I would keep it'; and not be fo toſſed as 
I had been. ' Then I grew a very diligent Hearer, and 
regurier of the beft Miniſters, as they were'reputed); 
went with as much dilig igence and 'cheerfulnes to 
Reading,” and to hearing Sermons, - as other! Chil- 


dren 


hrT, what -will--become "of thele..s | 


— 


—#-Jonrnal-o the thite af. Sephen.Crify. 


= 
| 


shoughts of Death-woul 


ten be. tdraddlerp;mey,. 


dren went to thejr Play and Syortings: And when I 
heard: any: one Treat upon thay Point of FleQtion ; and 
how a-tnanmight know if they- were EleR, ant would 
their dark Wiſdom lay down-Signs of a true Belie- 
ver, 20d j of-an E A Soul, then would I try m 
lin their fey; and weighmy {If in their Bal- 
lace, and ſogather-up 3 little top? my (elf, find- 
ing ſuch things in mgas (they: tpoke of for Signes ; as, 
4 deſore-ag ninſh Sin, « loayhing nay. [eff for Sing a tbue. to 
theys that mere counted the: beſt, Peogle,, 4 longing to be rid 
of: Sim, Sec, Bak alas! Here was yt bur the blind lea- 
'me-poor bla& Soul.:, This was not the Ballance 
of the SancF/agry: x and when I GER. 2 little Peace 
and Quictnels, and; thought to. he it, alas, it would 
ſoom be ſhattered, agd broken.,, and when Gods pure 
Witnef&garoſe in mg; Sat Kool be weighed. in the 
true Ballance, Oh thea:k toungh was, toQ 


then anguiſh, w in -aindle. in-me., and a- ry 
_—_— En! U mn 
Emiight- copme-t0,4 ſettled [fates before I go heyce: av 

be ; We :. And-in, ths woful Condition, the 
_—- as ing: 4 dread, over Soul and 


Body; and; trembling aadbonrous- was offen upon 
=. neg Sas ink Fang r a, Welle] of Wrath 
for-cyor,, and; muſe bear the fiery Becygnation- of God 
for ever: And Qh, thac word , For exer,. wonld of: 
LISTEN buthow iP. Ogny Ef NEW 
not; for aow; & begagz to-percervie my, own bofulfcieny 
cy. and-nny7 want of Gods. Powers and vhat it was:not 
inmy my work 56 py out.of Sin, andthe 
Wages of 1t-wif; Doata ,' 191 that I was, un.4. great 


{echt ſouetunes: thankungL head beter give: over 


Seek. 


FL 
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2} Seeking , -attd\formetimis: thitikifg , TFT periſh 1 |, a2 
the upper hartd for.a , and I becarnea Gilipent | 
Seeker, and Prayer, and Monracy,- and would 
find out the thoft ferret Fiekds and wmiſual Places, 
there to'pbar,vur my 'Complarnts to the Lord, 

When I was bet about Twelve Yeats Old, my ge- 

nera? andconfitant'Cty was afrer the Power by which 

I might overcome Corruptions; and Hlthouph I heard 
the'"Feachers of thoſe Times, "daily {aying ,- None 
could hye. withont Sin, and the ne of PerfeCti- 

| * on hoklenas a dangerous Error, yet that did not abate 
| ty Cry; thongh indeed it di often weaken my Be« 

hef ofObe mag And 6 rhgde- ry Prayer 

Faithleſs; and fo without ſaceeſs*- But I knew that 

without the Power of God I rntft periſh, let them fay 

what they could, -and T could not reckon my (elf Sa- 

ved white I was Captivated with a Corruptand Re 

belfious Nature , tet them afl fay what they could : 

For Iretnembred the Worthy of Chrift; Ft hat toms 

mirrerh Sin, is the Strvznt of Sn, and that T knew was 


I: And.inthis IrooPurnace I royled and Laboured, 
| and none knew my Sorrews-#nd Grief; which at 
* times were almoſt Intollerable , that T wiſhed I had 
* never been Botn, or that my End might be like the 
Beaſts of the'Field, for I counted them happy, for 
| they had no fuch bitter Combat here as I had, nor 
? ſhould notendurtthat hereafter, tharT feared T nruſ 
endure afterall, for I dit! fee my Mifery:,: bue-I faw 
; no way to eſcape., 'Then' I thought Thad belt not 
keep my Miſery fo cloſe, but diſcloſe. it to ſome'thar 


[' way 
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1642 may be-might help me ; but well might I fay miſc- 

i——_ ra Comforters I found themall to be; forthin 
would BRIIEY 6 Proces by: Faith, and | 
comfort out of iptures ; and tell me of the Apo- 
ſtles State in the 7th. of the. Romans mentioned, and 
tell me it was ſo with him, and yet he was 4 Servant 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſuch like deceitful daubings as they 
had daubed themſelves with, inlike manner dealt 
they with me; not conſidering how the A4po/tle ealled 
that 4 wretched and an undelivered tate, as T might well 
do mine : But all theſe things took bur little Place in 
me, my Wound remained Unhealed , and he that 
wounded me , and was able to have healed me, was 


nigh me, and I knew him not ; but I. weat 
in that dark and diſmal Night of Darkneſs, lrkin 


the Living among the Dead, as many more did, but | 
it was ſodark., that we that did fo, could not ſee ane *. 
another : And as for the Prieſts and Profeſſor of 
thoſe Times, the moſt of them would Boaſt of Expe- 
riences, and of the Seal, and of aſſurances of the Love - 
of God , and what Comfort they enjoyed by thinking 
' or meditating ' of the Suffering of Chrif for ther © 
Sins, &c. Alas, thought.I! I could think of theſe 
things as well as you, -but my Wound {till remain 
freſh, and I ſee that I am as one of the Crucifiers, 
while I live in Sin', for which he dyed , and my Soul 
longed after ſome other kind of Knowledge cl Him, 
"then that which was to be attained by Reading , for 
I fee that the Worſt, as well as the beſt could attain to 
that ; but I durſt not lean upon them ſo much as I 
had done, but then I began to be ſomewhat more 
looſen'd in my Mind from the Prieſts-( though I left ; 
them q 
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them not wholly ) but now began to find out the 
Meetings of thoſt. then calld Separatiſts , and to hear 
their Gifted men ſo called, whoſe Doctrine I took no- 
tice, favoured more of Zeal and Fervency , then moſt 
of the Priefts did, neither did I ſce them fo Cove- 
tous to make a gain of Preaching , not yet being come 
to ſee how they coveted Greatneſs and applauſe of 


Men, but I was often afteted with their Preachings, 


but ſtill the former Bond was upon me, and they yet 
ſtrengthened it: To wit, that 1t I were not Electe D | 
auld not be ſaved, and how I might know, no man 
could tell me to my fatisfattion ; 1o the fear of this 


'would often daſh my Comfort, and then I began to 
'take notice of the looſe Walking of ſuch —_— 
ey 


yea, everr of the Teachers among them how that 
were not yet redeemed from fooliſh Jeiting, from Idle 
Words, from Anger and Paſſion, and ſometimes it 
broke out Brother againſt Brother, and ſo ran out to 
Parties, and to Breaches and Schiſms, and rendi 

their Churches , which they often both Built and _ 


led down with their own Hands, I alſo faw how 


unconſtant they were , ſometimes letting in one Do- 
QArine, ſometimes another, toſſed with Winds : But 


not a Word could I hear how I might obtain Power 
over Sin. Over ſome Sins and ſome Luſts I had, but 


-over all I had not; and nothing elſe would fatisfie 


me. 
Then T began when I was about Seventeen or Eigh- 
teen Years of Age, to ſeek yet further; and hear 
of a People that held forth, The Death of CHRIST 
for all Men, T went to hear them, and after ſome time 
I came to ſee that there was more Light, and clearer 
B ul- 
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underſtanding the Scriptures among them, then among 
the former; ſo I began to be converſant with them, 
and frequent in their Meetizgs, and came to be elſta- 
bliſhed in that Belief, That there was 4 dear Son of Hope, 
and way or means of Salvation prepared for all People, and 
not poſitively by any Eternal Decree Excluded, as by name 
or Perſon, but as Unbelievers and Diſobedient : So this 
Miniſtred comfort a while, and I ſet my ſelf to be- 
lieve, and to get Faith in Chriſt, and to reckon my 
ſelf a Believer, and found it a hard Work , even too 
hard for me, though I cryed aloud many times to 
have my Unbelief helped : Yet when I faw Sin pre- 
vail over me, Alas ! ſaid I, Where is that Faith that 
purifies the Heart, and giveth Victory , mine is not 
tuch: Then would the pure Witneſs of God, ariſe 
and Teſtify againſt me for my Sin , and the more my 
Underſtanding was enlarged , the ſharper was my 
Judgment ; and now it grew fo ſharp, that I knew 
not how to endure it ſo well as I had done in m 
Childhood ; but the rough and rebellious Nature be- 
ing now grown ſtrong, and I in the prime and 
Strength of my Youth, and ſeeing how others ſpent 
their Times in Pleaſures and Vanity, a ſecret Luſt and 
Deſire kindled in me to partake of their Cup ; yet for 
a time I was kept in, as with a Bitt ; and rather took 
delight to take notice of the Varieties of Wits, and In- 
ventions, that had been in foretime, which I found by 
Books, being much given to Reading, and ſo gathe- 
red many Sayings and Sentences of wiſe Philoſophers 
and Sages, and 1n part obtained the knowledge of ma- 
ny Ages gone before me ; and theſe things I thought 
were as an Ornament fitting me for Diſcourſe, and _ 
e 
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the Company of Wiſe-men. And alas ! all this while 
ſelf ſtood Uncrucified, and all that was gotten was 
but Sacrificed and offered up for the obtaining a Repu- 
tation to ſelf, which ſhould have been kept in the 
Croſs, yet this ſerved me a while to feed that unwea- 
ried Searching, Seeking Soul of mine withal ; and ma- 
ny-things I met with became as a Life unto it for a 
Seaſon, and I began to bleſs my ſelf, that my time 
was no-worſe ſpent : And in this time I found two 
Drawings, one ſtrong drawing and inticement was in- 
to the World, wholly to give my ſelf up to the Plea- 
{ures, Delights, w_ Vanities of it : And another 
Drawing was unto Godlineſs, Watchfulneſs, Seriouſ- 
neſs, &c. And I, poor man, knew not what to do, as 
to Religion ; I ſaw divers, and felt a Religious inclina- 
tionm me , as I had done from a Child ; and could 
have been well content to have taken up ſome form 
of Religion, but was ſore diſcouraged, becauſe I could 
ſee none of them Hold-forth that which I wanted, ei- 
ther intheir Life or Doctrine, (to wit ) Power over 
Corraptions, without which I knew Religioz would be 
in vain, and -not anſwer the End for which IT ſhould 
take it up ; ſo I defiſted taking upany form, and kept 
in the wild Field of this World, and wandred up and 
down, ſometimes to one ſort of People, ſometimes to 
another ; taking a ſharp inſpe&ion into their Lives and 
Dottrines, though I confeſs, T left my own Gardenur- 
dreſſed, untill many noiſom Weeds overgrew. And 
{o that I began to looſe my tenderneſs of Conſcience 
which I had had , and began to take Pleaſure in the 
Company of the Wicked, and in many things to be- 
come like them, and came to be captivated more tlien 
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A when I had cauſe to. Howl and Mourn, and fell to Ga- 
and Paſtime,..and preſumed upon the Mercy of 

od; and had a ſecret Belief , That God would one day 
manifeſt, his Power, . and bring me ogt of this State ;, and 
therefore had often a dread upon me, of running ſo 
far into Wickednels, as ſome others did, and was kept 
from many groſs Evils that my Companions ran into ; 
and herein was the infinite Goodneſs of the Lord ma- 
nifeſt, which when I came to ſee with a true Eye, it 
broke my Heart ; yea, my Heart and Soul praiſcth'the 
Lord for his Mercy, who kept me when T knew him 
not. And though Provocations and Temptations 
were many, that did attend me, yet out of divers 
Abominations was I preſerved, and-I muſt fay and ac- 
knowledge, as the Lord faid to Abimelech , it was the 
Lord that preſerved or kept me, ſo this kind of courſe 
of Life went on for a ſeaſon , about Two or Three 
Years, until a wearineſs came upon me thereby ; for 
many times , in the very midſt of all my mirth, the 
hand of the Lord would - heavy upon me, and his 
righteous Judgement would kindle in me, and put a 
ſtop to my Courſe, and then would I lament me in 
ſecret, and ſometimes complain to others of my ſore 
Captivity and Slavery to Sin, and often would I be 
Arguing, and conferring with them that were coun- 
ted experienced Chriſtians, how Peace and Aſſurance 
might be attained ; ſome would fay by Reading and 
applying Promiſes, but that way I had tryed 1o of- 
ten, and fo long, that it took now but little with me, 
for I aw I was 1n another ſtate then that unto which 
the Promiſes were made ; Others faid the only way 


Was 
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was to be obedient to the Commands and Ordinances 
of Teſs Chriſt, and to be conformable to the Pr imi- 
tive Saints, in walking in Church-Order and Commu- 
nion, where every one had the ſtrength of many, and 
allthe Charch bound to watch over every Member. 
To theſe Counſellors I hearkened, and was willing to 
do any thing, to find the Power,and Reproach ſhould 
not Keep me back , ſo T took up that Ordinance ( as 
they call'd it ). of Water Baptiſm, expetting then to 
have found Power more then before. And my will 
wrought ſtrongly to Bridle and keep down that Airy 
part and finful nature, and for a ſeaſon ftrove to up- 
hold and maintain my ſelf to be in a better ſtate then 
before, though the Vertue that ſhould ſanifie and 
waſh me I did not feel, my mind” being abroad, and 
the Reaſons that kept me were not the Operation of 
the pure Love of God in my Heart, ard his Grace pre- 
vailing in me, to teach me, but rather an Eye to the 
Reputation of my Religion, and that T might not ſeem 
to have run andaQted all in vain. ' But theſe Reaſons 
held but fora Seafon, before the Temptation grew too 
ſtrong for my Will, and the Devil entred his own 
Ground, and prevailed upon me, and led me Captive 
into Sin and Evil, and drew me into vain Company 
and vain Sports, and Delights, and Paſtimes again as 
before; ſo that I ſufficiently ſaw T wanted what I wan- 
ted before, and had graſped but at a Shadow, and 
catched nothing but Wind, and that my Baptiſm was 
ſhort of Joh's, who did indeed Baptize with 4 Bap- 
tiſm of Repentance, and prepared the Way of the Lord, 
and made his Path ſtreight, but mine did not fo much, 
and therefore was much more ſhort of the Baptiſm of 


Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, in which:the Fire was to be found, that ſhould 
burn.np,what,was offenſive to GodjandGrieved His ho- 
ly Spirit, and then fill me with his mm which takes 
delight innothing that is Corrupt, this Baptiſm I ſaw 
was wanting, and therefore a Diſlatisfaction began to 
grow.up in me, both of my ſelf, and of my way ; and 

teſtified unto the, Elders, ſo.calld of the Church, that 
God would ſhortly overturn all our Worſhips and Re- 
ligions,, which ſtood;in Qutward and Carnal things, 
and would make known ſome way a | top of them all, 
that ſhould ſtand for ever. When they enquired what 
that way ſhould be, I confeſſed I knew not, but wai- 


red to ſee what it might be. And about thoſe days 
many exerciſed themſelves 1n talking and Diſcourſing 


pRctnd akers,” after whom 1 liſtened, but 
h T hearkened with great Diligence,,..I could 
hear no good Report of them but much harm, and ma- 
ny falſe and wicked lyes were caſt upon. them, only 
thisI took noticeof, that they ſuffered cruel mockings, 
and grievous' Sufferings patiently ; now .I did expech, 
that when the way of God was made manifeſt, it 
would be hated and perſecuted;; yet I. thought that 
ſhould not at all deter or affright me from owaing of 
it, and walking in it, if once I knew it. But foraf(- 
much as T heard they held Perfection in this Life, that 
was a thing the old Wiſdom of the Serpent could not 
Teach nor joyn with, but I reaſoned againſt it ſtrong- 
ly,-in that dark Fallen Wiſdom in which many are 
thn Fighting for Sin, which is the Devils Hoſt, whom 
Inow lee to; be no better then the Hoſt of Mazoz, 
fighting againſt the Lamb, and his innocent Lite, fay- 
ga ther Hearts, Rule thou in Heaven if thou oy 

or 
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for on Earth thou ſhalt have no place ,'no not 'one' 1655; 
Soul to bear Rule and Soveraignty over.' And Foarr WY 


but pity Thouſands who ' are fighting the-DeviP's' 
Quarrels in this Matter, but having faithfully kibou- 
red with them in my Generation, I leave therthat 


are wilful and ſtubborn Oppotfers, who will'in' no- 
wiſe receive that which is perfe&t in this Life, to re- 


ceive the Wages of imperfe&tion' in the' Lite to'come, 
ButT fay, in this fame fallen Wiſdom did I Reafon 
divers wayes, too many now to name, againft the 
Truth, the fame whereof T had heard as the Scriptares 
ſpeaks, White I was in Death and in the way of Deftrutti- 
o#, But a Meſſenger of this Truth T had not ſeen, but 
longed much to fee one, — and Day, that 
our parts might he viſited by , 

others were : And at laſt the Lord ſent his faithfulSer. 
vant and Meſſenger of his everkafting Goſpel, JAMES 


PARNEEL to our Town of Co/chefter,about the fourth 
Month, 1655, and inthe 25th, 2p of m Age, who 


came in the Name aud Power of the Moſt High GOD, in 
which he turned many to Righteoufneſs, borh there 


and in other Countries before, of whom ſome remain,” 


and many are fallen aſleep, when ſaw this Man, be- 


ing but a Youth, and knew not the power nor Spirit 


that was in him, I thought to withſtand him, andbe- - 


gan to Query and ſeek Diſcourſe 'with him, 'but T 
quickly cameto feel the Spirit of found Judgmentwas 
in him, and the Witneſs of God arofein me; and'te- 
ſtified to his Judgment, and fignified I muftown it. 
It being juſt and true, and I the ſame Day' and Hour 
teſtified, that all our Rods of Profeſſion would beloft 
or devourcd by his Rod, alludingto that of Moſes, and 

the 


as F had theard' 
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1655 the Mapicians of , "which is and ſhall -certainl 

en mem mt Fo I-wentto' a Meeting, nd 
heard him declare the Everlaſting Goſpel, 'in the name 
and Authority of the Lord, which I could not with all 
my” Witdomand Knowkdge withſtand, but was con- 

ſtrained toown and confeſs unto the Truth. 'And/here 
at thevery firſt of my Convincement did the-Enemy 
of my Soul make Trial to flay me, and that after this 
manner, that ſeeing my Wiſdom-and Reaſon was 
overcome by the Truth, I could not therewith with- + 
ſtand-it, therefore I received the Truth , and held 
it in the ſame part with which I withſtood it,. and de- 
fended it with the fame Wiſdom by which I reſiſted 
it, and fo was yet a ſtranger to the Crols that was to 
Crucifie me ; and was at hberty in the Diſcourſative 
Spirit, tolay out my Wits and Parts for the Truth, 
but T ſoon felt my Sacrifice (though offered the beſt 
my Earth would afford \) was not accepted, but ſome- 
thing elſe was ſtill called for ; and a -Cry was in me 
which calPd to Judgment, and the Earth that had 
long covered her {lain, began to be moyed,. but not 
et removed out of its place, and great was the ſtrug- 
hu of my Thoughts,and a great deſire kindled in me 
how I might Comprehend. the Truth in my Under- 
ſtanding, as I had done the Doctrines and 'Principles 
of other Religions; but all my labour therein was to no 
Purpoſe, for a Death was determined upon that Wif- 
dom from the Lord; fo I ſaw my Labour in vain, my 
Fiſhing could catch nothing , all that Night while I 
W tiin the Dark; and had not the Guidance of 

the Light. 

So in this ſtate I continued a Month or two , but 
\s then 
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| thena ſwift Sword was drawn againſt that Wiſdom 1655 
. i and gan, as, and a ſtrong Hand gave the 5V 
| Rroak, and I was Hewen down like a tall Ceazr, that 
at once comes down'to the ground, 
But then, Oh the Woe, Miſery and Calamity that 
opened upon me! - Yea, even the Gates of Hell and 
DeſtruQuion ſtood 0 and I ſaw my ſelf nigh fal- 
ling thereinto, my h_ and Faith, and all fled from 
me, I had noprop left me to reſt upon. The Tongue 
that was asa River, was now like a dry Deſart;; the 
Eye that would, or at leaſt deſired to fee every thing, 
was now ſo blind , that I could ſee nothing certainly, 
but my preſent undone and miſerable ſtate. Oh, then 
I cryed out in the bitterneſs of my Soul, what hath 
all my Profeſſion profited me? Iam poor and blind and 
naked , who thought I had bcen rich and well Ador- 
ned. Then faw I the well favoured Harlot ſtript, 
and the Great Whore was brought into remembrance 
before God ; and her Judgment was come, and how 
toeſcape the Fire of the Vengeance which broke forth, 
I knew not, Oh, how doleful was my nights, and ſor- 
rowful was my dayes! my Delights withered even in 
Witeand Children, and 1n all things, and the Glory 
of the whole World paſſed away like a ſcrowl that 1s 
burnt with Fire, and TI faw nothing left in the whole 
World to give me any Comfort; my Sun loſt her light, 
and my Moon was dgrkned, and the Stars of my 
Courle were fallen, that I knew no more how to dis 
rect my way, but was as one forſaken in a Howling 
Defart in the Darkeſt night; and when I ſaw whar 
God had done (for I believed it was His Doing). I was 
ready to Cry , 1 am forſaten for ever, aud never was ſor- 
C row 
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L56 3 rowlike minegny Wound is incurable, 1n1 my Sickneſs none 


' can Heal, Alas! My Tongue nor Pen carmot expreſs the 


Sorrows of thoſe days in which T fate me down in fi- 
lence, Fear and Aftomſhment, 'and was encompaſſed 
with ſorrow and Darkneſs ; and I knew none to make 
my moan unto: I heard of Joy and Salvation,but could 
fcarce think that ever T ſhould be a partaker of it, ] ſtill 
wanting that living Paith, which the Apoſtle ſaid, was 
of the Operation of God, who raiſed up Jefus the true 
Seed, which'Seed I {till felt groaning in me to be de- 
livered from the Burden oftin, and from the Yr cam 
ſion of the Carnal Mind. So after long Travel, ftrong 
Cryes, and many bitter Tears and Groans, 'T found a 
little Hope/ſpringing in me, that theLord in tus own 
time would bring forth his Seed, even þis Ele? Seed, 
the Seed of his Covenant, to Rule in me; and this was 
given meat a-tzme when a ſence of my own unwortht- 
neſs had fo overwhelmed me in ſorrow and iſh, 
that I thought my ſelf unworthy of any of the Crea- 
tures, foraſmuch as T was out of the Covenant of God, 
and. hereupon was tempted to deny my ſelf of them, 
then did the hope of the Refurrettion ofthe Juſt ſpring 
in me, and I was taught to wait on God, and to Eat 
and Drink in Fear and Watchfulneſfs,fhewing forth the 
Lords Death till he ſhould cometo be raiſed to live and 
reign in me, ſo then I Waited as one that had hope 
that God would be Gracious to me ; yet ſomething in 
me would fain have known the time how long it 
ſhould be, but a fairhful Cry was in me, which cal- 
led that to Death : And upon a time being weary of 
my own Thoughts in the Meeting of Gods People, 1 
thought none was like me, and it was but in vain ” ſit 

there 
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there with fuch a wandring mind as mine was, while 
though 1 laboured to ftay it, yet could not as E would ; 
at length , Ithought to go forth, and as I was going, 
the Lord Thundred through me, ſaying, That which 
is weary muſt die ; fo T turned to my feat and wai- 
ted in the Belief of God,. for the Death of that part 
whith was weary of the Work of God, and grew 
more diligent in faking Death, that I might be Bap- 
tized for the Dead; and that I might know how to 
put off the Old Man with his Deeds and Words, and 
| Imaginations , his Faſhions and Cuſtoms, his Friend- 
ſhipand Wiſdom, and all that appertained to him, and 
the Croſs of Chr:/t was laid upon me, and TI boreit ; 
andasI came willingly totake it up, I found it to be 
to me, that thin which I had Google from my Child- 
hood, even the Power of God, for by it, I was Cruci- 
fed to the World, and it to me, which nothing elſe 
could ever do : But Oh, how glad was my Soul when 
T had found the Way to ſlay my Souls Enemies; Oh, 
the fecret _—— in me in the midſt of all m 

Conflifts and Combates, I had this Confidence, if T 


take but up the Croſs, I ſhall obtain ViQtory , for 


that's the Power of Gad through Faith to Salvation, 
and as I have found it fo-in ſome things, ſo I ſhall do 
in all in due time ; then the Reproach of the Goſpel 
became Joyous tome; though in thoſe days it was 
very cruel and grievous.to Fleſh and Blood, yet I de- 
ſpited it, and that for the Joy that was now- ſet be- 

ore me, of which I had ſome hope I ſhould in time 
be made a Partaker, ifT abode faithful ; and.that was 
m ex Care night and day, to keep ſo low and out 
of the Workings of "= own Will, that I might dif- 
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cernthe mind of God, and do it, though in never fo 
t a Croſs tomy own. Yet the Enemy of my Soul 
owed me cloſe and very ſecretly, and taking notice 
how willing I was toobey the Lord, he ſtrove to get 


upinto the ſeat of God,. and to move as an Angel of 


Light, 'to betray me, and to lead me into ſomething 


'that was like the Service of God, and many ſore Con- 


Aidts did I meet withal before I was able.in all things 
todiſtinguiſh between the Workings of the true Spirit 
and Power, from that which was but transformed ; 
but foraſmuch as T had now ſurely taſted of the Love 
and Goodneſs of God, I truſted in him, and commit- 
ted the keeping of my Soul unto him in ſinglenefs of 
heart, and manifold and daily was his Deliverances 
made known to me, beyond all recount or remem- 
brance of Man, for which O »»y Soul Praiſe thou the 
Lord for ever, who cared for thee in.thy Infancy, and. 
kept thee in the days of thy Diſtreſs... _ 

So the more I came to feel and perceive the loye of 
God, and his Goodneſs to flow forth upon me,the more. 
was I humbled'and bowed in my mind to ferve him, 


. and to ſervethe leaſt of his People among whom Iwal- 


ked ;: and as the Word of Wiſdom to ſpring in. 
me, and the knowledge of God grew 10, I became as a 
Counſellor of them that were Tempted in like manner 
as Thad been; yet being kept ſo low that I waited to 
receive Countel ily trom God, and from thoſe that 
were over me inthe Lord and'in Chriſt, were before 
me, againſt whom Tnever rebelled, nor was ſtubborn, 
but the more I was kept in ſubjeQtion my ſelf, the more 
fubje& was Evil Spirits made to me,and the moreTI was 


enabled to help the weak and Feeble ones, ſo the Eyes, 
of 
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of many came to be upon me, as one with whom 1259 
Counſel and Underſtanding in ſome meaſure was :. WY 


And the:Church of God in thoſe dayes increaſed, and 
my caredaily increaſed, and the Weight of things re- 
lating both to the outward and inward Conditon of 
Poor Friends came upon me, and being called of God 
and his People to take the care of the Poor, and to re- 
lieve their Neceſlities as I did fee occalion, I did 
it faithfully for divers Years, with diligence and 
much tenderneſs, exhorting and reproving any that: 
were floathful, and encouraging them that were dili- 
gent, putting a difference according to the Wiſdom 
given me of Goa, and ſtill minding my own ſtate and 
Condition , and ſeeking the Honour that comes of 


God only: And a cry wasin me to keep on my Spiri-- 


tual Armour, for all Enemies were-not yet put under 
ay Feet, ſo I kept my Watch, not knowing well 
wh 


erethe Enemy might appear, but after a while I 
found his Appearance once moreto be very ſharp, and: 


that upon this occaſion. 
About the Year 1659. I often felt the aboundings 


of the Love of God in my heart, and a Cry to ſtand 


en upto his Will, ( which F thought I was, not 
Kone or forſeeing what the Lord was intended to 


do with me, ) but his Eye ſay.further then mine; this: 


Love and Tenderneſs, and - Bowels of Compaſſion 


wrought ſo in me, that it extended even to ax men: 


on the whole face of the Earth, fo that I Cryed in 


Spirit , Oh that all men knew thee and thy Goodneſs | And 
upon a time, as I was Waiting upon the Lord, his- 


Word aroſe in me, and commanded me to. forfake 


and. 


tt Mr trot 
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1659 and part withmy dear Wifeand Children, Father and 
GY Mother, and to goand bear Witneſs to his Name in 
Scotland, tothat high Profeſſing Nation : But when 
that came to paſsI found all Enemies were'not lain 
indeed ; For the ſtrivings, ftruglings, Reaſonings and 
Drſputings againſt the Command of God, that I then 
met withal, cannot be told 'or Numbred. - Oh ! how 
I would have pleaded my own Inability, the care of 
my Family, my Service in that particular Meeting , 
and many more things, and all that T might have been 
excuſed trom this one thing which was come upon me, 
that I thought not of, or ed not for. But after 
many Reaſonings, Dayes and Weeks by my ſelf, I 
thought it beſt to ſpeak of it to ſome of the faithful E/- 
ders and Miniſters of this everlaſting Goſpel ; not 
knowing but they might diſcourage me, and ſome- 
thing there was that hoped it, but contrarily they en» 


how me, and laid it upon me to be Faithful ; ſo 
then I gave up , and acquainted my dear Wife there- 


with, which began me a new Exerciſe , the Enem 

Working in her ftrongly to ſtop me. But in muc 

Patience was I kept, and in quetneſs, and went and 
Viſited Friends Meetings about Eſſex, and part of Suf= 
folk, chiefly to ſee them, and to take my leave of them, 
and in ſome Meetings the Lord would open my 
Mouth, in a few W to the refreſhing of Friends, 
but I rather chooſe Silence, when I might ſo, the 
Winter. drew nigh, and ſomething would have de- 
ferred it till next Summer. But the Lord ſhewed me 
it muſt not be my time, but his time, then I .-would 
have gone by Sea, but the Lord withſtood me, and 


ihewed me, it muſt not be my Way, but his Way F 
an 


_ 


_—. 


FI Journal of the Life of Stephen Criſp. 


and if T would be obedient he would be with me, and 
proſper my Journey, otherwiſe his Hand would ſtrike 
me; ſoTgave upall, and with pretty much 'cheer- 
fulneſs, at laſt T obeyed, and about theend of the 
Seventh Month I went forth, and Viſited the Churches 
of Chriſt. 

AsT went al in Lincolnſhire and Torkſhire, TI 
quickly perceived the Lord was with me more then at 
other times, and my Journey became Joyful, and the 
more in that though I were but Weak, Poor and low, 

[et God gave me acceptance among the Elers of his 
eople, and tm every place my Teſtimony was owned, 
and divers were convinced of the everlaſting Truth ; 
thenTi marvelled, and faid, Lord, rhe Glory alone be- 
longs to thee, for thou haſt wrought Wonders for thy names 
ſake, and for thy Holy Seeds ſake. 'So I got into Scot- 
{and in the ninth Month, that Year, and Travelled to 
and fro that Winter on foot with cheerfulneſs : Many 
ſtraights and difficulties attended me (which T forbear 
to mention ) it being the time of the Motion of the 
Enzlifh and Scottiſh Armies, upon which came the Re- 
volution of Government, and the bringing back King 
Charles the Second into England. Well, about the 
Tith. or x2th. Month I returned and Travelled into 
the Weſt to Weftmorland, part of I #ucaſhire, and fo 
up to theSouthward, and tn about five or ſix Months 
time, was by the good hand of God brought home to 
my Wife and Children,and Relations,in all my Journcy 
being ſweetly accompanied with the preſence of rhe 
Lord ,,and Iis Power often filled my Earthen Veſlel, 
and made my Cup to overflow : Praiſes for ever be to 

his Name, {aith my Soul. 
| And 


\ 
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© 2559" And inall my Journey I lacked not any thing that 
.* -, Was gobd Po but as it was-my care :n fin jevefs to 
ſerve the Lord,ſo was the tender care of the Lord over 
me, and he ſupplyed me with whatever was needful 
in my Journey, yet all along a ſecret hope did live in 
me, that when the preſent Journey ſhould be accom- 
liſhed, I ſhould be freed from this ſervice, and have 
iberty to return to my Calling and Family , but 
contrarily it proved ; for when I had beenat Lama 
few dayes , it lay upon me to goup to London, to vi- 
{it the Robe and Church of God there, fo I went 
in great fear and dread of God into that City ; and 
having continued there a few dayes, departed North- 
ward again at the Commandment of the Lord, and 
found my wayes proſperous wherever I went, and 
t encouragement did I daily receive from the 
Ford , Who bleſſed my Labour of Love, that beſides 
the Peace and Joy I felt in my ſelf; I faw the effe&t 
of my Iabourand Travail of my Soul in divers pla- 
ces made manifeſt;by divers being turned from dark- 
neſs to light, and from ſerving the Devils Power un- 
to the power of God : But {till Trials attended me 
and a Priſon became my Portion, nigh two hundred 
Miles from home, and great and grievous Threat- 
nings were breathed out againſt me, and the fame Spi- 
rit which wrought in the Perſecutors, both in their 
Cruelty and Subtilty, ftrove-towork in me alſo. 

But Icryed to the Lord, and he helped me, and 
my Faith failed me not, but I fulfilled my Service 
and Teſtimony ; and at length was delivered, and 
ſeveral Thouſands more, by a publick Proclamation 
from the King, and then returned .to-my own _ E 

after 


- . 
. Sa © 


# Jouraabof-the ile of- Swphagilp. 25 
after about- Eight - Months 'abſetce, and” my Heart x659 
was ſct to Fam. the Lord,” who'had beeri g60d unto Ss 
me yet this hope of being freed from” this; KinEF'of 
fervice,lived long in me,for T found the work every Hy 

more Weighty then other,many falfeSpifits rifing'up, 
and transforming themſelves into the likeneſSof Truth, 
yet were Enenues to the Life' of Tryth,-which were 
the wouft: Enemies of, all :) AndT faw' that Rjol's E- 
nemy that could no other wizy prevail, was how try- 
ing if by a Rafe pretence 'of Holineſs and Obedience, 
he cob deveing and beguile the Sintple ; but I 'cry- 
ed to God; to give mea diſcerning Heart, and an un- 
deritanding. to comprehend the Snare of the/Enettiy; 
and that'T might be a help to the Weak, and*lie:did 
ſo ;; and F faw-the Foundation 'ſtrook'at. by the: Ene- 
my, and I grew 'Zealous for the Lord and his Houle; 
and Teſtified freely againſt the ſecret deceits of 'the E- 
nemy ; but, this occaſion'd me yet more Exerciſerand 
Sorrow too ; divers who '{aw:not the depths "of the 
workings of Sataz,>judging-my. Zealand Fervency a- 
gainſt ' that contradiQious. Spiritito/be needleſs But 
1h Meekneſs and Patience; the Lord!kepe me ont'of the 
warring and ſtriving Mind, for:T dare not trike:thens 
whom-I:know tobe my Fellbw Servants, but them 
that pretend 'to! be»ſo; and yet: ferved aad-/Fpromoted 
another: intereſt;;! : them T :often Wounded avitte the 
weapon God-'Had given; and they that-camtrtodove - 
the Judgment, were Sealed; but: many>iptrifhed * in 
their RebeHion.and Stubbornnefs; and the:Lort aroſo 
and blaſted rthe:work of - the Enemy; and opened the 
Eyes of many that were Darkened, and they cam6:to 
ke the endof that which/had-been the 'T raubler of 15 
RD D. 
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* +5 Als __ before ; "Sf 
—_ of ESE and did daily (as 
the Lord my Mouth, ant ordered me wart: 
thenr of the Abominarions and Wie IN! 
dowr-arvong thent like a Stream, and declared the 
Jadgments of” God at Hand npon: them, hear 
prear Witdcediteſs, whiclr followet! ved? ſpeedilf Boi 
War and Fire, and many more Calamities. rk 
wer this, bk okay” chard eh it: '-of me a- 
[ $9. 200 car Companivh 
Sf © Co wi ag me”; mY we travelled 'too and 
fro; and viſited the Churches abont three MonthSand? 
returned: Then went T'apaitr dbwn ittothe: Viorrtof 
Enpland; my heatt _ RS iintany drawr. out tb> 
ry the "le Seed ors res, and my” 
Love and' Tendernefs: of Here Stem, ma 
alf Travet ant Labour, arid! Petils caſſe ;: Breafe Y 
= nl che'tendtr Plans of ry Meavenly Firher in 


oboe poke $ or condition; and Ffefr che 
— of caly ip {ing Tte,, which was 3k. 
me toWaterthe iss, 2 Garden of Gol” 


and fo foo as -k r, T A having ti 
and 
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ent, mo Donneryito {Dua RO willing mind,; . 
counting .. his. Service a. "Foal, DEER ſelf 
freed from the cares of this life, having now: learned. 
to.caſt all my careupon him; and after a Year or. two 
Years Travel thus in Exg/ang, the Lord laid.yet more. 
of the weight and care. of the Afﬀairs of his People in 
the Low Countriesupon me, and I found drawing to- 
wardsthem-; and in the Year Sixty Nine,. I went over: 
and viſited the Meetings, obtained divers new Mect- 
ings, and they ſet up-a Man's Meeting among them, 
to ſee. to the, good Ordering and Govermng of. the Af- 
fairs relati - Truth, and Friends.. . And this time 
did it: pleaſe the, Log to,open my underſtanding a 
bundantly, that I began .to hs e. in; their own 
To the things that God had committed unto me 
to Miniſter, and feveral received the everlaſting Goſ- 
pel, and were brought. to feel the power of God, by 
which they are ſaved from the World,and the polluted 
ways therein. Then being Travelling in thoſe Pro- 
vinces' of Holland, Frizeland, and: Groningen, &c. I 
was-moved to paſs into Germany, to which I gave up 
in the Fourth Month that ſame Year, and by the way 
met with many Perils and Dangers, by reaſon 6 the 
10T 
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korrible: Darkneſs, Popery, Cruelty and {Superſtitt-' 166g 
ons of thoſe Lands and Dominions- through. which I, 
Travelled, ) ſorthat ſometimes it wasas1if my Life were 
in my hands, to-offer up for my Teftimony ; but the 
Lord preſerved me, and ' brought me upon the: x47. 
Day of that Month to Grieſþam nere Worms, where 1 
found divers who had received the Everlaſting Truth, 
and had ftoodina Teſtimony for God about 'TenYears, 
in great Sufferings and [Tribulations, who received 
meas a Servant of God; and my Teſtimony was as a 
Dew upon the tender Graſs unto them. I had Frve 

ood Meetings among them, and divers heard the 
ruth, and teveral were reached and convinced, and 

Friends eſtabliſhed in the Faith. It. was allo juſt in 
an hour-of Temptation and time -of Tryal among 
them, , that the Lord had caſt me there, for the Prince 
of that Land, called the' Palſgrave, had impoſed a 
Fine upon them for their Meetings, to-wit, Four Rix- 
Dolhrs the Year for each Family, which they ( for 
Conſcience fake). not paying, he ſent an Order to 
take the Value in Goods ;- whereupon his unreaſonable 
Executioners came and took away the trible Value, but 
they ſuffered the ſpoiling of their Goods with great 
Joy and Gladnefs, and counted it a Happineſs that 
they were counted worthy to ſuffer for his Names 
ſake, who had called them to the knowledge of his 
bleſſed Truth, and to bear a Teſtimony in' that dark 
Deſert, tothe Light of the Lord Jeſus. 

So I went to Heyaelbargh tothe Prince of that Land, 
and had a good opportunity with him, and laid before 
him thedanger of his procecding on in Perſecution ; he 
heard me with a great deal of Friendlineſs, and diſ- 
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Fa: t at hrge with me, and' in {evetabthingy 
669 qd Do better, as xticack allo-after come 
one Went tg; > lenang 
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yy in, the(Faith, I lefs — rr 
to Amſterdar, where, by: maſtaiSoap 

t ai awn: Langage, 

and man 

prmackene 1g 9s the Ccnntop 

tated of the bord to came. for ro dr 

Word of  the:Grace which they had received' of God), 

which was able tokeep them; and cameover w_ 

land inthe; latter-end:of the: Year, and) went-rown 

Lonaon, in-order to: vifat. the Churches in 'the We 

parts of Exg/end,. whoſe: Faces in-the. outward; I ek. 

never ſeen, "ho long defired it : ad ory ogg Lon- 

don, I went, througtv Berkfbere ands WW; 4 

had many, precious Meetings with the Lordfs Peep! 

L came to Bri/fvl,. where: I found a People, a 

whom my Soul was greatly refreſhe&; and 'F ſtayed \ 

with them abouta Week: or Nine and iy a 

true Senſe of the Eternal Power; in which: the! true 4 

fellowſhip always ftood, we took: leave one' of ano« b 

ther, and I departed; and Travelled' that: Winter with : 

my Companion-in the Goſpel. Sawael. Cater thr | 

Somerſetſbire, Dewonſbire and: Cornwall, to the: rm. of \ 

end lans,. viliting the Cliurches inthoſs parts-6 | * 

our mutual comfort ; and returned by Plimonthy vis 

ſiting the Sawth-Sea-Coaſt even. unto Porsſmrourh, chen 

come » 
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coming through HamyſÞ anpſbire and Swear Fae 1670 
Nena Cak fer agatn, woo re ru ng 
God's Heritage 1n place, ma whom have 

with me many a time rejoiced and ziventhanks to him 
that liveth and reigneth for ever, pteſervation 
throvgh. all Perils and Dangers, nd th multitudes of 
Ditiverances'of which T was daily made A otrronf 


$0 movedof the Lord, F appointed s 
a Cd Chelmanaifton, "where divers tad received 


the Truth and Teſtimony of God through me his Ser- 
vant, : and there a Prieft who two Years before, 
betrayed me to the Ruter, and me into 

Now the fame procured a Warrant to have mb 
caſt {ary Prim and I was fo inthe firſt Month, 1676 
in Ipſwich Goal; and being commirte] to the fall Goel 
5 lr = (fb called)upon the Statute 


which ah, a Perſox 
pon not 


exceeding 
R, Rat re Heer at th fr not regarding 
nb ng his own Will, committed a regard in 
Goal until T would pay Five Pound; and afterward 
convinced of his Error, he wrote an Otder for 
my; Releaſent three Months end, and I being releaſed, 
was drawn forth in the Love of God agaif, to croſs 
the Seas about the 5:5. Month, 1696. and went to 


* Holland to viſit the Remnant there that had believed, 
and to ſtrengthen their Faith, and for ſome weeks 


- Preached the. Goſpel in divers Cities unto the Thhabj- 


tants and Strangers, who came in great ntiribers oft-" 
times to Meetings, hearing there was one that Spake 


in 


of the Lord was with me in a bleſſed. manner, to the 
refreſhing my Soul and filling my Veſlel, and the over- 


fowings of. my Cup made many glad. 


Then about the 7h. Month, it arofe.m mc 49.80, t0 


travel Eaſtward, and to viſit thoſe diſmal . dark. » i 


tries in the lowet parts of Germazy, and the borders,of 
Denmark-and. Sweeden, where the Lutheran Religion 
bears Sway, and Darkneſs, and Wickednels. in the 


Rrength of it therewith, Oh !- the Weight:and Bur _ 


then-I fejt many times, as I. travelled through, their 
Towns and.Cities, where it might well be (aid, .nane 
did goqd, nor, none conſidered their Ways; por-none 


thought upon the Name of the-Lord as they, ought to 
do; but all manner-of wickedneſs abounded, among * 


whom I and my Companion Peter Hendricks, were: as 
Signs and Wonders, becauſe our Manner and 'Conver:- 
ſation, Qur Words and Diſcourſes carried. nothing but 
Judgment. to them,.: and, ſometime we. gave them 
Books and. Papers -of- Friends, - and left , with, them; 


And tho.the Rageof many kindled againſt us, yet: the 


rous Voyage,..and, came.to Homboroagh, and A 
Meeting upon a firſt Day with, thoſe. thare. that wers 
convinced, and- then went , down intq the Dukedom 
of Holſtein or Holſatia, -belo! ng tothe Kin fon of 
Denmark. and having Travell two-days Jqurney a- 
bout ſeventy Engliſh Miles , from Hamborough , . we 
came to Fredrick Stadt, where we faund the Brethren 


met together to wait upon the; Lord, upon. the. 44h., | 


Day of the week, who received. us. joyfully, with, 


whom: 
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whom'we fat down and were refrethed-in the fellow- 1670 
ſhip of that bleſſed Goſpel which is ordained for a ww 
Bleſfing to all Nations, Tongues, and Kindreds, who 
Believe and Obey it: So after that we gave forth a 
Meeting publickly in the City to be on the Sixth Day, 
unto which many of the City came, and particularly, 
the Skout or chief Magiſtrate of the City, and the 
Meſſenger or Sergeant of the City, and the power of 
God was much manifeſt among us, and much broken- 
neſs there was among the People, and they received 
the DoQtrine of Truth with much Love and Tender- 
nefs. 

On the firſt day of the Week, in the Morning, we 
had a Meeting again with the Brethren, and ſuch as 
were convinced, and a great openneſs was among us 
from the Lord ; and in the Afternoon we had another 
publick Meeting, at which were about a Hundred 
People, and every ones Mouth ſtopped, and though 
liberty were given for ObjeCtion, yet none was made. 

Theſe things troubled the minds of ſome Profeſſors 


_ and Teachers, who had enmity in their hearts againſt 


the Truth, infomuch as two of them came towards 
Evening and deſired a Diſpute with me, which being 
granted, about Forty or Fifty Perſons came in to hear, 
and for an hour or two, we Spake together, and the 
Power of God was over: them, and they were divi- 
ded between themſelves, which when the moſt mo- 
derate ſaw, he went away, and the other, to wit, 
one Eppinghooft ſtayed till he made his folly manifeſt, 
to the moſt that were in the Room, in particulars too 
large here to relate, So Truth ſtood over them, and 
the City was in a Tender _ and Loving Frame,and 


divers 


34 
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1670 divers were. added to the Church, and to the Faith 


SYS which faveth; and the City hath remained m ſuch a 


Frame ever ſince, and hath been viſited by divers Bre-. : 


thren, as Thomas Green and William Pear, who have 
had good Meetings amongſt tham to their mutual 
Refreſhment; Snap 

© So on the fecond day of the Week, we met toge- 
ther carly in the Morning, and committed each oe 


to God, with Prayer and Supplication; and they ac- 


companied us to the Jider which runneth by the City, 
and there we parted in that Love which never _ 
eth, and ſet our Faces again towards Hamboroag 
whither we came ſafely the next Dayz and after we 
had-viſited Friends there, we took Boat and came 06- 
ver the Elbe, and by Waggon came to Bremen, where 
we left ſeveral Books, and ſo we paſſed back to Olaer- 
bargh, and ſo to Embden, where being upon a firſt day 
of the Week, it lay upon me to go to an Aſſembly of 
the Miniſters (= kind of Baptiſts ) where after one 
Hert Janſen had Preached, and the Prayer time was 
over or they ſpeak no Words in Prayer, but all 
kneel down and are ſilent, every one praying n his 
own mind as ſeemeth good to him.) I ſay, after 

ſtood fortlr and Spake in the Dutch "Tongue about 
halfan hour, exhorting them to come to God's wit- 
neſs, that they might teel judgment ſet up in them, to 
cleanſe them, and to prepare them for the Lord, &c. 


After this the Preacher ſtood up again and vindica-- 
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ted and maintained by Scripture what I had faid, ex+ 


horting them to receivemy Exhortation ; the ſame E- 
vening divers People came together at the Houſe of 
one. Remelkie a, poor Maid, who had neither Flags hot 

ect; 
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? Feet; adevout Women who 


t after the way, of 1670 


and received us gladly to her Honſe, where I wv 
” was moved to declare the Truth of God among them; 


and after that we had ſome Words by way of Diſpute 
* and parted lovingly.The next day divers of them came 
+ againto us and kept us company ; and about Midday 
* weparted very Friendly, and I with my Cempanion 
- took Shipping for De/fe-Siele, and ſo came to Gromin- 

en, _ had a meeting with Friends to our mutual 
Refreſhment, and thence came to Lee Warden, where 
the Frie/land Lords had a Law to put Quakers in the 
Bride-well for Five Years, that ſhould dare to come in 
| their Province of Frieſland, by which Law they had 
taken three Friends of Amſterdam and put in Priſon, 
and made an Order that no Qakers ſhould go in to vi- 
ſit them; which when I underſtood, the Zeal and Love 
of God ſprung inmy Heart, and ſet me over them and 
their wicked Law, and I took a Pen and Writ to their 
Lord Preſident, and told them they had done worſe than 
Heathens ; and ſceing they had made a Law to Im- 
priſon all Quakers, there was I and two more with me, 
were come to viſit the Priſoners, and deſired liberty fo 


> todo; for we feared God more then them and there 
> Law, and were come to fulfil our Chriftian Duty to 


- — * in 


” our Brethren, whom they had ſo unjuſtly caſt in Pri- 
* ſon, The Preſident carryed the Letter to the Coun- 
cil, but the Lord limitted them, and they let it pals 


** by and did not lay hands on us; fo we appointed a 


Meeting inthe City, and having tarried there ſeveral 
daies, we came to Workum and took Shipping for Am- 
fterdam, and came there on the Firſt day Morning, a- 
- bout the beginning of the 9/4. Month. 

| E 2 And 
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Nr being come again to —_ in ——_ we 
many precious Meetings together in divers Cities, | 
as prunch, Harlem, Reds &c.. and a You | 
Man having heard in Switzerland where he lived, that 
he had a Brother in Holland turned Quaker ; in his Zeal 
came down thinking to turn him, but the Truth pre- 
vailed unon ag. | 
it declared, ſo that he owned'it, and became abedient  - 
to the Croſs, _ the - firſt Week he was there, to- the 
great comfort of Friends, and moſt. of all-of his Bro. : 
ther ; ſoT having Travelled through the Meetings'and | 
vilited Friends inthe 10th, Month, I committed them 
to the Lord, and to the word of his Grace, and return- 
ed again to England, and was to and fro viſiting the 
Churches in Loxaoy, and in divers partsof the Na- 
tion for three or four Months. At which time, T-un- 
derſtood that divers exalted Spirits were gotten up a 
mong them that had believed in Frieland,who began to 
ſet forth ſtrange DoQrrineamong Friends, and ſought 
to unſettle the minds of them that had newly received 
the Faith among them, and had begun to ſeduce them 
from their Meetings, and to wait upon, and to mind 
ſtrange Motions and Tmaginations which hath been the 
ruin of many in former Ages, who were not grown to 
a diſcerning. So the Zeal of God moved in me # 

ainſt that Spirit, and the Love to the tender Seed 
Tow me again over the Seas, which was of great ſer | 
vice to Friends and the Truth ; fo T laboured greath 
to inform the: minds of Friends, of the depths of that © 
ranting Spirit, and whither it would lead and where - 
It would Center, I having had long experience of i 


here in Exgland, ſo the power aroſe among F _ 
| a 
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and they began to Note fuch as were diſorderly and 1671 
unruly, and to call them to an. Account, and.took 5 WV 


great labour and pains with them, to regain and reco- 
ver them out of the ſnare of the Devil, making ma- 
ny journies and viſits to them, which Roe not in- 
effeQtual, divers being helped 'and brought back ; 
howbeit, ſome were hardened and waxed worſe and 
worſe, and turned againſt the power of God into en- 
mity and oppoſition agaantt Friends, ſo that a nece(- 
ſity was upon Friends to clear themſelves and the 
truth, of them and their evil Works ; and rhe more 
becauſe we ſaw-that the mind in which they were fo 
vainly puffed up, was Fleſhly, as afterward appeared. 
So Friends called them to their general Mens Meet- 
ing, but they refuſed,to come ; then Friends journied 
to them time after time, to warn them, and to exhort 
them to turn again to the Truth which they were fall- 
en from ; but when no Counſel would take place with 
ſeveral of them, Friends put out a Paper againſt them 
for the clearing the Truth. 

And after theſe things I'came for Enzland again- in 
the 4h. Month,' 157 1.'-and travelled through ſeveral 
Counties, being much rejoiced to fee'the Peace,” Uni- 
ty and Courage that was among the People of God af- 
ter the {ore Perſecution that had been among them ; 
and paſſing up to Loxdon, and fo back again to Colche- 
'ſter, where having a ſore Sickneſs nigh unto. Death in 


* appearance, 1t came upon me to go into the North- 


Country to viſit the Churches in Jorkſhire and Biſho- 
prick, &c. where I had not been of three or four years, 
by reaſon of my mixch being beyond the Seas, but 
the love of the Lord abounded in my heart unto them 
dear 


"23 AF 7Journalof the Life of Stephen Criſp. 
1671 dear Friends Northward ; and I was peers in Spirit tf 
LYYV I had cleared-my ſelf of all things that lay upon me in 
my own Country. And upon the 31 f. of the 8h, 
nth took my Journey forward, and going through 
the Ifle of El, found dear Samuel Cator who was 
preſt in Spirit to viſit Friends in Scotland, and fo be- 

came my Companion as far as New-caſtle. 

Through ſeveral places we travelled, to the refreſh- 
ment of our ſelves, and many more; and the Lord 
delivered us out of the hands of the ungodly Tatemery 
who were then very brief throughout the Nation, up- 
on the Account of the New ACt which was made to 
Fine us, for Speaking in Meetings Twenty Pound the 
firſt time, and Forty Pound a time after ; which Law 
made them greedy 1n all parts, but in all places they 
were, through the Wiſdom and Power of God fru- 
Ttrated, and though the Winter was very Sharp, and 
my Body now through much AMiQtion _y razy, 
yet was I marvelloully ſupported co_ t Jour- 
ney; and _ parted with my honeſt Companion 
at New-Caſtle, 1 turned Weftward and came. South- 
ward another way then I went; .and fo to London a- 
gain, where having viſited Friends, I returned to my 
outward Habitation again at Colcheſter, to the Joy of 
my poor Wife and Friends, who ———— for my 
return as I had again to ſee their Faces, which deſires, 
the Lord to our comfort anſwered, about the 12th, 3 
Moath 1671. 

And having continued viſitingFriends to and fro,the 
fore part of theYear ; about Midſummer I took Shipping 
forthe Low Countries again, to viſit the Flock of God, 
where I laboured and travelled about three Months in | 
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Hollandand Frieſland,in the time of that great Conſter- 1672 
nation and Confuſion that was uponthem, by reaſon of << 
the great and fuddain progreſs the King of Fraxce did 
make upon the united Provinces ; and how be it, the 
Foundations of their Pomp, Power and Glory were 
then ſhaken'and ready to be overturned ; yet T faw 
the Foundation of Satens Kingdom ftand very faſt a- 

them, and the People inſtead of turning to the 
Lord by unfeigned Repentance, grew worle and 
worſe, and Debaucht themſelves more then ordinary 
by Drixking, Gaiming and Sporting, and the burthen 
hereof came upon me, and I was made to Cry out a- 
gainſt them in the Power of the moſt High, and warn 
them to Repent, and put away every Man the evil of 
his Doings. And I wrote down the Counſel of 
the Lord as it was manifeſt in me, ſhewing them the 
cauſe of their Mifery, and where their Remedy muſt 
be: And I cauſed it to be Printed and made Pub- 
lick to thofe Countries, and many Coppies were gi- 
ven to the chief Rulers and Commanders; fo I 
clearedmy Conſcience in the ſight of God concerning 
thoſe Nations for that time, and left the Nation , 
—— for Exglawd about the Eight Month, 
1672. 

And having been ſometmeat my own Homeand vi- - 
ſited Friends 1n divers C— = to _— and 
parts adjacent Preaching the everlaf{t1 |, and 
witneſſing the Grace of God in Jeſus Cho, which ſhi- 
ned forth to gather the Elect Seed out of the Houſe of 
Bondage and Darkneſs. And the Lord was with me dai- - 
ly to the rejoicing of thouſands, and to my daily Tncou- 


ragement ; for by his mighty Power was my ——_ 
aks 
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Ll l . 


—_— 


<—— 


——J Journal of the Lite ofScephen' Ga 


= ct 44 oo i + $4 %s 
. 


T6re Oaks) bowed; ahd many ſubtil Foxes prevented of 
Co their Prey, and many wandering Sheep brought home 


who had long 1 to find the Fold of Reſt, whoſe 
Souls will ever live with my Soul in his Covenant to. 


praiſe him-World without End. 


And having ipent about Six Months on this manner, 


T found it upon me from the Lord again, -to paſs /ovet 


the Sea,and to viſit divers places where Fruth had been 
little or not at all Sounded ; and in particular, that 
hard hearted City of Embaer in Eaſt Friefland,whereone 
John William Hasbert a Dotter of Phyſick received me 
with great chearfulneſs; and I had a Meeting in his 


Houſe upon the Firſt Day of the Week, about the 
latter end of the Firſt Month, 1673. where many 
People of divers Perſwaſions did hear the 'Truth de- 


clared in great Plainneſs and Simplicity ; and after 
ſome time thoſe that were convinced, were drawn in 
love to God to aſſemble together, to worſhip .God in 
Spirit and in Trath, and 1n the Silence of that fleſhly 

i{dom that can ſpeak when it lifteth, and fay 
what it lifteth ; and at the firſt, they fat down about 
ten Perſons in Hasbert*'s Houſe to wait upon the Lord, 
and when this was-notfed about the City, the wicked 
one ſtirred up the Prieſts and Rulers againſt them, and 
they ſtirred up the rude and ignorant People to Afault 
them, Mock, Reproach and Revile them, and the 
Rulers fell quickly to Fining, Impriſoning, Threat- 
ning and Baniſhing thoſe weak and tender Plants in 
almoſt an unheard of manner. Baniſhing ſome, Six- 
teenor Twenty times, ſpoiling all they had fave their 
Cloths, at laſt fell upon them alſo; taking away their 
Coats, Hats, Breeches, Gloves, Aprons, &c. and 
driving 
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driving them through the Streets almoſt ; Naked a- 1673 
board the; Ships that were to carry them away:; all ow 
which and '-much more by the mi fry Power. of the 
Lord, did theſe innocent harmleſs Lambs bear with 
great Patience and Quietneſs,and were not-difmayed at 
allat'theſe Cruelties ; for the Lord had regard to hs 
Name and tq their innocent Cry and inpportes them, 
and doth ſupport them, and they have tound it true, 
that they that wait upon the Lord have renewed ther 
ftrength :- Bleſſed be the Lord for ever. 
So returning thence from Holland into Frizeland,. T 
'continued about three or four Months, and publiſhed 
the Pad Tidings of Salvation in their own Tongue. to 
all that had an Ear to hear; and about the ſame time 
were divers great Pilliars, bothas to State and Religt- 
onſhaken, and divers of thoſe who had been in great 
places in Government were convinced, and their un- 
derftandings were opened concerning: the . way..of 
"Truth, and began to ſtruggle and contend for-it-in 
'that Wiſdom that was from Beneath, whom I faith- 
fully warned and counſelled in the Love of God, not 
to {eek to comprehend the Truth, but to wait. in low- 
lineſs to be comprehended by-it, and gathered into the 
precious life thereof, But Oh.! the Groſs, the offence 
of the Croſs they could not bear with, but fought di- 
vers ways to fatisfie themfelves with the ownung: the 
 DoQtrine' and Words of Truth, and loving Fricads 
you b.2w rn —_— but came not Gm ___ ſum- 
plicity of the Goſpel, -( excepting one -of; them ), nor 
- to beſe rated fm ay World, nor from thoſe things 
in which the Worlds fellowſhip ſtands, tho? they were 
brought to confeſs the way of Truth, and to cry out 
; nk 
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1675 


of the lozd that lay upon the Soul. Howbeit the ſound 
of ther Convincement did tend to the advantage of 
the Goſpel, and many came to Meetings, and that of 
the moſt Houourable ; and ſome were convinced of 
divers Ranks, Qualities and Perfwaſtons, eſpecially, 
m Rotterdam, where Meetings then. grew very large 
and Truth came to have a good Eſteem in the hearts 
of many who hid hated it and us withour a cauſe. 
So after T had fpent three or four Months in thoſe 
parts, and found my ff clear, T rerurned for Eng- 
and apainft the General Meeting in the 47h. Month, 
and travelled with great difigence thorow divers 
Countries, and went again to Briffo!/ and viſited the 
Churches in many parts'of E7z/and to my and their 
preat Refreſhment ; 'and that the Lord was with me, 
and gave me Utterance and Wiſdom as T ftood in 
need, for he kept me poor m Spirit and Tow 1n Mzrnd, 
and T knew'thatmy dependance was upon him alone, 
Whokhew well how to order both me and my Service, 
and he gave mequdgtment 'to rebuke Gxin-ſayers, and to 
ſtop the Miotths'of them that pens emlelves : 
ſo continued till 'about the 47h. Month, W675 at 
which time Tunderftood the former opennefs did con- 
tinue in the low Countries; and T'was drawn in the 
loveof 'God again to go over thither'tovifit them, and 
'to behold ther Order which T did to:my preat-com- 
fort, and formd thernoble Plant flouriſhing, and a 1i- 
ving Teſtimony opened and raifed op :m divers of 
—_— hat —_ ; and they Spake of the good- 
of God in'their Congregations, warning all Men 
'that they -might turn 'to t$eLord by unfeigned Re- 
pentance, that they might *watit"to Tre his 'Sal- 
vation. And 
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And hearing of the great Sufferings of Friends at 1676 
Embden, T went thither to viſit them, and hearing. of ww 


a Law they had publiſhed of Twenty Five Pound 
Fine for every one that ſhould harbour a Friend in his 
or their Houſe : I defired to ſee it, and took it and 
wrote a Book to the hard-hearted Rulers and Prieſts, 
and anſwered their wicked Mandate with ſharp and 
found Judgment, and cauſed it to be delivered a- 
mong them ; and the Power carye over them, and 
they laid not hands on me, nor did me any harm tho I 
was publick in their City two daies and known by 
many of them ; after which their Fury abated, and 
Friends began to have ſome more Freedom than for- 
merly. 

Al about the 8:4. Month, 1676. having Travel- 
led through the Provinces, and Viſited many Places 
and Cities, I returned in the will of God to my, own 
Home; finding my Body much Decayed and Difa- 
bled from "Travel and Labour more than formerly : 
Yet fatisfied in the Will of God who laid no more up- 
on me, then he gave me Ability to perform ; and as 
he hath alwaies been abundant in Goodneſs to me, fo 
he is to this day, Bleſſed be his Name for Ever. And 
this I can fay, my delight is todo his Will, and my 
Joy is that he hath counted me worthy to bear his 

oly Name and Teſtimony among the Sozs and 
Daughters of Men.And Oh! that all Men would fear the 
Lord, and walk 1o-the = of his Righteouſnels,that 
they might come to have the Evidence and"Teſtimo- 
my of .lis Goodneſs in themſelves! So1 paſſed that 
Winter in Viſiting the Churches in Eſſex and Suffolk, 
and ſometimes at Loxdoy, where it plated the Lord 
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1677 to appear with me for his Name and tender Secds ſake, 
&v>. to the convincement of ſeveral, and .ſtrengthning of 


many, Glory be to him aloze for ever, And the Winter 
being over, Lagain felt drawings. to paſs again over 
Sea, finding a particular care and charge laid upon 
me concerning thoſe Parts, in which the Lord had 
iven me great incouragement, and I faw I had not 
aboured in vain, Praiſes be to his Name. | | 
And about the firſt Month, 1677. I took Shipping 
for Holand, 'where T found Friends very well and in 
good Order ; and their Men and Womens Meetings 
were become a delight to them, as. having not on 
enjoyed'the Lord's preſence in rhem, but had alſo ſeen 
> = great benefit that had came thereby, and the eaſe 
hey had of the weights that had formefy lain upon 
them; and I having ſeveral times Viſited their 
Meetings im Hol/azd, T went over into Frizelazad, to 
Harlingen, where many Friends of that County met 
me upon a Firſt Day; and we had two precious and 
large Meetings, and many Profeſſors came to hear, 
who had nothing to fay againſt the Teſtimony of 
Truth. ' So having ſeen Friends there, and finding. my 
ſelf unable for long Journies,. I returned for Hollar 
and having ſtaid there with great joy and comfort in 
ſeeing Truths proſperity, I, about the latter end of the 
34 Month came back for Erg/and,and'paſſedfor London, 
whereI was moſt of that Summer and the, parts Ad- 
jacent- And-then the Lord put it into my heart again 
to Viſit the Meetings round about Colcheſter where li: 
ved, which with much pain and trouble of Body (tho 
with much joy in Spirit ) Iaccompliſhed and found 
Friends 1n molt places well, and where I _— the 
ubtile 
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ſubtile crafty. Serpent ſeeking to ſcatter and to divide 1678 


confidence in the Lord, who had ſhewed me the My- 
ftery of that Iniquity ;. and how that the; Enemy of 
Truth fought to cover himſelf with Truths words, 
and under pretence of leaving 'all to the power, that 
would uſher in a Spirit of Liberty to lay waſt the Bleſ- 
ſed Teſtimony of God, and ſcatter his;People out of 
the good order into-which the:Goſpel {the:.power of 

God ) had brought them.,- 51 7 2s 
And in the ſervice of, my God;-after,:this manner I 
continued at and about home-moſt' of that Winter, 
waiting upon the Lord to be led and guided in my Ser- 
viceand. Teſtimony according, to his Will; for I found 
that thouglthrough long/experiance;; cy. Senſes: were 
exerciſed: ini the Service. of; God .and the -Charches; 
to I had nothing to truſt to, as a. ule or Leader; 
ow and after what manner to Miniſter ui the-Church 
of Chriſt, but the ſame that led me in the begin+ 
ning,even the immediate Operation, - of the power that 
brings forth inthe Will. of God- all things. ſuitable to 
their Seaſon, that: the Glory might. bet0:the: Power,4nd 
the Praiſes to him 'that' grues jt for guer and for (ewer 

more, ti 017 10 neal 

And after the Winter being over, the Lord renew-. 
ed my ſtrength, and having turther Service, for me to 
do, gave me Ability. ';; 4.3 507 bag. allot 
- And about. thecfirſt Month, 169787 I find ſame 
powerful drawings withe lqve of God to gadown-once 
more into Torkſbare, where T had had much Service for 
the Lord, but had not now been there in about Six or 
Seven Years. So I went down to Hull, and viſited the 
F 3 © +» ons 


God's Heritage, I reprevedit with great plainnets and ww — 
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1678 Churches about Holderneſt and Hull, and Beverh, Mat- 


WY 70x and Tork, in all which placesT ſaw the Glory of 


the Temple of my God ſhine forth in great Splendour, 


notwithſtanding all the Rage of the Adverſary ; and 


I had a precious Service in every place, and the Hearts 
of many were opened, and the Souls of many dear 
—_ _ traly refreſhed, and the _ of Lite 
was plentiful among us to our mutual joy and rejoicing 
in this Journey. My Soul was ly comforted to 
= ſo m_ ey the Ancients, —_ le Men _ 

omen abiding in their Places, wW1ng up 1n the 
Houſe of God as fellow-helpers in the Goſpel with us ; 


{o after about ſeven Weeks tarrying in thoſe parts, I 


committed them to the Grace of God, and return- 
ed for Londoxto the [——r_. , 9 ing tar» 
rd 2 Week or two, I returned and fet things 1n 
in my bwn Houſe, | | 
e& which'T again croffed: the Seas, and went to 
labour in his little Vineyard there to my great freſh- 
ment; and going over about rhe 42h. Month, 1678, 
continued thzeve till about Seprewber the fame Vear, mm 
which time 'the Lord laid nt upon me t0,g0 up Sonth- 
wed 'to divers Cities upon the Rhine, where feveral 
had received a Notion of the Truth in a talkative 
Mind, but were not come to a ſenſe of the Crots and 
DYngs of Chrift Jeſus, nor to.a feparation from the 
fooliſh and vain Cuſtoms and Salatations that arew 
the World. : I fpake with ſeveral of this fort of Peo- 
| ws and Wefet/; at'the latter place I had a 
ing upon a Firſt about the Harveſt time 
there, where ſeveral heard Truth declared in the plain» 
neſs and ſimplicity of the Gofpet and a love was be- 
gotten 
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both Kingdoms ! Great lins there was by divers of 
them to argue Hhecd-romiy om A x abide wm 
the Cuſtoms of the World, and to wa kin and obey 
the Light of the Lord Feſus alſo. - But invain was all 
that labour and ever will he, for the Diſciple-muſt bo 
as his Maſter : and he fought not nor recerved Honour 
of Mcn; and I having aniwered the witnels of God ia 
them, was not — _ _ _ 1n- 
uiring minds concerning tht ejr States 
Wy ondition, but parted. oth a in theiove of 
God and true Breathings to #heT.ord, for the bringi 
forth in the Lords due time what he had begotten, 
and ſo committed them to the Grace:of God ; 'and re- 
turned into Moland, where it pleaſed the Lord to vi-- 
fit me with S:c&neſs for ſeveral Weeks. And I finding 
my ſelf clear of all thoſe parts for the preſent, I cauſet 
a Baat to RIS and brought-tothe Door of : 
Lodging, andT lay downin it, being capmect;nadf 
was conveyed to Rotterdam, xrwhere my fo 
much was renewed, that I went into-their Meeting on 
the Firſt Day, * and "——_ _w_ an hour declared 
the Truth-0 Goſpel among, them, Exhorting 20 
a Redfaft abiding therein unto the end, and ſhortly 
got into the Packet Boat for Englqnd,-and iſoits miy 
own Houſe ſtill remaining eak, -and'vfreely :jgi- 
ven up in the Will -of Ged, that if my fervice were 
ended, I might. lay down-my Headim the witl of :God 
in my own Habitation after all my Tryals and Travels. 
But the Lord pleaſetl to-reſtore-me, 14o: that was able 
to go ant! Ritte about-and Vlit-the ' Mectings about 
Home, 


gotren jn them. But Oh! the Croſs, the Croſs, that was 4678 
and is very hard to that mind that' would fain inherits WY 
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1679 Home, and alſo got twice to Lozaon in that Winter, 
GW where my joy'was tobehold the Brethren that live-in 
the: Unity of that Power that ſhall bruiſe: Sataz and 

his -Work under Foot, and lay waſte his Kingdom. 

So _ por wow of the ut wg of the Lord's 

cople/ in Hartforeſhire and other places, and clear 

my felf :of what lay'upon me; in .the City, I [ood 

to my plicein the will of God,, remaining. asa-Servant 

waiting to be ordered, and as a Child waiting to be 

fed of him who is the Father and Fountain of all my 
Mercies, Bleſſmgs and Deliverances to whom be the Glory 

forever more, (ig $9 3k off Ira 39 mo $$ 

: And the next Summer'finding no neceſſity lying up: 
on:me-2s forinerly, I went not. over Sea, but after the 
general Meeting- was over, | it. lay upon me. to viſit 
Friends again at Bri/toll and there-abouts, being at that 

time under a deep ſenſe of ſome great Exerciſe that the 
[Church of, God: was in, , by  reafon: of ſome who un- 

der a pretence of cxalting the Power, ſought to make 

void the-wholeſor order: and-ggyernment which the 

pure power had led us into, crying down Formality 

and Mens Orders, &c. And 'when I came there, I 

found 'that this licencious Spirit had hurt many, and 

. grieved many, more; and a weight came upon me, and 
\ laboured in-the/power of the Gift that the Father 
had-:beftowed,' upon me,' in Meekneſs and Patience, 
-:dealing with every one ia Sincerity, labouring to ſhew 
them that were concerned, whether the tendency of 


-. laying waſtethe Work of the power ere war of 
own Mens 
orders 
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orders, would draw fromthe Goſpel Order, and from 
the bleſſed fellowſhip that was 1n it.-- And it pleaſed 
the Lord to give me an open Door among them, and 
many were tender, and became more watchful ; rho? 
others in the mean while, made but an ill uſe of all the 
tender dealings in the love of God, and ſought there- 
by to ſtrengthen themſelves. And afterabour _——_ 
Days I returned, and came to London ; and towarc 
Winter, I returned Homeward, where I continued in 
the peace .of God, having . my bleſſed reward wih 
me, which no Refleftions of the Adverſary could 
take from'me, and was exerciſed according to my a- 
bility, in viſiting the Aſſemblies of the Lord*s People 
in Eſſex and Seffolk, where it lay upon me; and in help- 
ing and affiſting the Lord's People according to my 
ability , both in their Spiritual and Temporal Con- 
cerns, as the Lord God of my Life gave me an Un- 
derſtanding ; for I gave up the ordering of my Spirit 
unto him, and he opened me in many things relatin 
to the affairs of this World, that I might beasa S 

to the Weak 1n thoſe things, and might ſtand by the 
Widow and Fatherleſs, and plead the right of the 
Poor. In all which, I ſought neither Honour nor Pro- 
fit, but did all things freely, as I received of God, and 
he whom I ſerved, was my Reward, fo that I lacked 
nothing. Therefore who would not praiſe the Lord, 
and who would not truſt in his Name ? 

. And when the Winter was over, I went again to 
London, and into Hartfordſbire , and Places that way, 
viſiting the Flock of God, and ftayed till our General 
Meeting was over, and then found drawiags to viſit 
the little Remnant beyond the Seas, in Holland and 


4 p 
G Friezelana, 


1679 


———— 
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1680. Friezzland', and continued among them, | and in thoſe 
Wwy Parts, about Three Months, In which tawe it came: 
upon me in the- great love of God, to vidit a little In- 
rtoctnt: Rerhnant that had believed 1n the Lord frdus: 
Chriſt, and profe(s'd his Name in Creverr, in the Land: 
of Meurs, who for their Teſtimony, had futtered ma». 
ny things and grievous, and been feveral times by-' 
hed trom Houſe akd Home, and made to wander 
with Wife and Clutdren co ſock harbour orfhelter in 
ſtrange Cittes and Places. Theſe I foutd: now re 
turned.to ther Dwellings, and' was joytully received 
by them, and much refreſhed an them 5-baholding 
their Faith and-Courage, and their itedfattaeſs inthe 
Teſtimohy they had to dear for the Tond--::1 tancied: 
with them abont Three. Days, and had foverbl pre« 
cious)publok Mkctings in the City, and feuhded: the 
day of the Lord's tender Vification-un the Ears of 
many of the Inhabnants , who generally behaved): 
themſelves an igreat Sobriety and Moderanon, neither 
tmocking:nor {coffing, mor evilly intreating us; wikich 
is tare to. find'a Pedple fo moderate an tholke Parts, 
whichis.in-the Borders of the dark |Row-{# Religion, 
and as it wore intermix*d with it. But T fpeak 1t 40 
their praiſe, no Man evilly intreated 'me., and the 
Lord's Power was over all, for which we bleffed and 
ed: his Name. And having comforted and 
rengthned them that had Believed,:did commit:them 
to the Grace of 'God, and left them, andreturnet a-. 
gain to Holland ariother way, through the Spaniſh Ne 
— mw ſaw great Abominations and Ido-. 
try, and worſhipping and praying to Images, &c. 
which grieved my Soul ; and 1 Gul not be deck 
againſt 
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againſt it in ſeveral Places, as the Lord made way. 3550 
And being come back to Ho{land, I ſoon made way VV. 
for my return Home, and cleared my felf of the 
Meetings in Holland, and took Shipping for - 
and got home on the Eleventh of Seprember, 1680. 

And ſoon after it pleaſed God to yifit me with a 
ſharp Fever, which brought me jn appearance nigh 
to the Grave ; in which his Preſence was with me, 
and ſupported me, and refreſh'd my Soul many a 
time, {o that Death was not terrible to me ; but I 
found my ſelf quietly given up in the Will of God, 
whether to live or d £ ere contented. Burt after a+ 
bout Ten Days the Fever was abated, and I percejved 
my Days would be yet added unto ; in which I was 
well ſatisfied, Raving a conſtant Reſolution fixed in 
ey Soul, that whether my Days be few or many, to 
ſpend them in the Service of God and his dear People 
and whoare to me, as my Mother, my Brother an 
my Siſter, Jo as my own Children, finding a na- 
eural Love m my Heart to all my Fathers Chyldren 
and-a'true love to the Brotherhood. And my God 
hath put it far fram me to defpiſe the caſe of the 
Poor, or to reſpett the Rich in Judgment » but ac- 
cording to the Gift and Underſtanding given me, 
T have watked with a ftrait Fqot in the Goſpel ; the 
Honour of aff, wich the praiſe of al, which belongs 
46neto him that hath wrought it, yea, his own work 

;{eth him , and ſhall praiſe tum who is worthy, 
now and for .evermore. 

And after it pleaſed God to reſtore;me toa meaſure 
of Health and Ability, T ſpent the following Winter 
m1 viliting the Meetings about Eſſex, and went to Yar- 

2 mouth 
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1681 woath and Norwich, where I had: not. been-inn many © 
W&YVY Years, and beheld the work of the:Lord ariiog:agato 1 
in that great City, and many were made tender, by | 
the- powerful Impreſſion of the Word of God. And 
having ſtayed thereabouts in Norfolz about a Month, 
I returned again in Peace, rejoycing in the Proſperi- 
ty of the Lord's work, and came by Ipſwich, and ſo 
Home. And ſhortly after it came in my Heart, in the 
workings of the love of God towards his People, to 
take a Journey once more into Torkſbire, which pro-- 
ved to the mutual refreſhment of me and many more. 
For coming to Tork a few Days before-their Yearl | 
ares, I went to Scarborogh, whereby many Friends | 
both of Whitby and Burlington, and the Country round * 
about, had opportunity of coming ro me. Now whien 
T through Bodily Weakneſs, could not go to them, } 
as I had formerly done, and much Service I had for | 
the Lord and his People there, both in ſome parti- | 
cular caſes, as alſo-in the general and. publick Teſti» 
mony of the Goſpel. And then returning. to Tork, | 
'and ſtaying there a few Days with them, at their * 
general Yearly Meeting ; I went then to Hull, and 
into Holderneſs, and tarried thereabouts till about Har- 
veſt time ; and then finding my felf clear of thoſe 
Parts, I returned to Tork, and thence to London. And 
after ſome Days and Weeks ſtay there, returned 
Home. And by this time, was again overtaken with 
t Pains of the Stone and other Diſtempers, which 
rought my Body very low, and little was expeted 
by any, but my Departure. And I found my ſelf 
given up to the Will of God, which I knew was beſt 
of all; and if my Service in this World was at an 
end, 
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end, I was content to leave-1t;) andlif-;thekiord-ot:chE 1 1082 
great. Hauſhold-had-more work. for- me,/ Fknew: he- 


could- and would raife me #p3-and- fo he-d:d-in his 
own time; and I grew again able: to go-Abroad;. and 
got to our Quarterly, Meeting in Decemhker, and then 
afrer to viſit Friends in Harwich and Ipſwich, and ſome 
other, Places, but was for: the moſt part:of this-Wins 
ter 1681,about my own Dwelling at'Calchefter, where 
I ſaw my defire-in part anſwered; concernang ſeveral 
who were: brought to the acknowledgment:and pro- 
feſſion of the truth, whom I hope the Lord will build 
up by his power,; and by the. operations of : his:Spirit ; 
for he alone. ean:give the increaſe to. whom. the, glory 
and praiſe alone doth by Wor no worth. 
The: next;;Year:[1682,;|baving ſpent: the, Summer 
moſtly about Home and at Lyndon, about Harveft.it 
came. into.my Heart, in the-dear love of God, to 
. vaſit his Church and People again,' at, andabout t 
[City of Norwich, that I might be a means of {ineagth 
.and refreſhment toi therty, in; the ſharp! Trials and Sub- 
ferings that I was ſenſible was then coming upan them 
to try their Faith and Patience... And the: ſame day'T 
camen the Ciry,” I went to their Meeting ; and there 
came one called a Juſtice, with Conſtables and the: In- 
formers, and a great.;Rabble of wild! .and' ungodly 
. Men, who ſeemed as if;they would:devoun us, and 
haled me, with about. Dozen Friepds,' to-their Judg- 
ment-Hall, where the Mayor and-Aldermen met, and 
divers Practices were uſed to infnare me, and -bring 


me into Bonds; but-the Lord-God- of, my Life was . 


. with me, as in former Days, and gave. nie Courage 
and Wiſdom, by which all their-Sgares were brokeg. 
But 


* 


CV dp lick; { Lwaadhes rnb 
(after I Toe viſiteſore Sch Dey rtewes'o to pars. - 
Meetings in the City, por angry ppeared won- | 
derfully :to bind a mir the Adverary ſo that the 


at afty Now very large that Day; before Noon 
and Noon;; by ;reaſon'of — Friends com- 
ing thither,- antt'a & that were: cles Lids 


and all was ahd le; for which we gave 
EE p——_ CORN 
It, andl had ſer his Divine Power as a Hedge about us 
for his Names fake. And 1/faw in the Light of the | 
Lotd,: that rhe Friends there," wwete'ds Soldiers, with | 
their Armour on, well prepared for the a 
Conflia, which came forthwith ſharp upot/them, a 
zer I was come from them, which they dave orde 
and ſuffered with great Fanh and C , to the | 
petttnCon an diqcodntoentinge their Ad- | 
be ths Eee opting ta invher ſMep Ou 
tr:fup Fcam.Lqriew ifn't 
Mekor; a the the giving-chim! fone inrermifions | 
t {ſo 'thar: they are! 


atwe'to his praiſe; that 
7; te hey argc And hoving fi 


pw what was upoh-me- there, . I returned ns, 
aad continued/at'and about Home that Winter,” ard 
parry yr cer —_—_ of Body ; — 
me Onoe' mare! t 
the of Godih'the LowCountries, So went firſt 
'to Loxden tothe Yearly Niceting; where though the 
Enemy had opened his Mouth wide to devour us, and 
xmuch Perſecution was raiſed 'againft our Peacedble M- 
.femublics, and we were ofeeh deprived of the ny” 
oO 
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ax eg? Let one could! deprive. ws of fy 
FEOF and 


vices, which wes evidently; WY 
Frap 85 and _ biedind Selhow ſin of of 


FAY Was felt and wit to ur great Joy and 
; for which Praiſes wers- 0 
Gal, Pg US; (442 an che Homhiny of "an 
Yearl _w_ Meeang of 
=> I weat with divers Brethren: of; avteick, s—— 
ferdemand wa Freon eons Holiend, to'herat the 
Yearly Merting care ne parent which is- There 
after ours at Loudas..' A 
hinge Flr gl nr cw _ 
having riends,we ” 
ny does Fngends jor! dates parts! work 
Fodayerfad: A-Pieaith; and-|comfors- 
Te the. unity of the, Spirit, and ao ahe 


table: 

band of Feace, which maade-auriHearts and tend 

«dt confirea be weak and 7 the 
g the Teftimngn 


eftabliſ i Jiryghiin-che Hearts of 
then thatched þ L Hb 2 

Save Kc aunde " 9, 0pen the»Miltoriss of ris 
Kingdom, acco RES thai canals, toro mutwat' 
joy pad pervefiu nt. So our dear Friends and Brethren 
and Siſters, $0\their tovera] Habitations and 


Telhmoniy, to Dantzch, Holſtein, 
Frizeland, &c, incouraged i in the work the Lol, 
and it ned.ia the' ipgvard Man:; -- : 1.4 
And after Fiaends. were dopartad, 'X pleaſed” 
God to vilit. LICY with.a very -foreFitaftheBrone.- 
Collick, which .brought me very low. in-the/outward' 
Man; and it continued fo with me ;{evoral Weeks , 


with ſome {mall intermiſſons,; ſthet was wholly 
1t- 
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_ POS a4 = =_ 

— _ I — — 
mY Dn Or -= 

ſt _ - = 5 -— —_ _— =T EF =_ 


TIN em Rn — _—— 


== _— 


=zL ” 
= _— > — 
—X—E< 

— 

= —Fz”TZ 

- "2. AE - = ? 
—— 

—_—_—_———_———_ —-— 


atid in Frizeland, &c: "Bar contin miing {6 weak,and find- 
ing my felf clear; in- —_ -1683, I fet my 
Face- again Homeward, and the Tot ma : my way 
proſperous. And while I was upon the Seas, I voided 
the- Stone that had ſo long been an Exerciſe to me , 
and'by the good hand of God I brought Home ; 
where-in-a'thort time,'T had - tet Exerciſe'to be 
Tried withal ; for: it- rd to call away 
from ' me my dear Wife whe ta beck Indeed a mar 
help, anda faithful and loving Wife to me, about Five 
/Fhirty Years, and had'with a'firm'Faith Soy 

T Gal, ant fr Eyre him ET 

, " een re 
Gn had wrowght for gaod-unto'vs, 4d 
= fatisfied it his Will) Andi this Exerciſe T found 
__ hand'of ' God: pra 76 + rit to his Will ; 
murmured.not , - but praiſed I} Name that 
bad-let her contitive ſo | 5 wth =. and ha _ 
her fo greata cotnfort'to'me itt lg 
doth'ithe- Lord wotk;;" jus 
paring of my. Spirit;! to give Heim $ viſtble and 
mortat;- that at'laſt Mortality may be' twallowed up 
.of Life, and that I,” and all his dear People may ſee 
oo Work periettod PI my earneſt T rayel and La- 
ur, - 107 © 

And afier my dear Wifes dejartute, Tr Koiina the 
Lord ftill with'me, 'ſupporting-me in his bleffed work 
- he:had-called me unto, and my Eye was unto him to 
guide = way. And in the fatter end of the Year, 
1684, I 'receivedan opening in the Truth, that 'the 
Lord would give me another Wife, to be both a com- 
fort 
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fort and a careful Nurſe to me; but about the ſame 1684 
time, I ſaw that the Lord had a Service for me be. ww 


yond the Seas in the Summer coming, Sol went firſt 
to Loxdon, and having ſtayed there the Yearly Meet- 
ing,” and been conſolated and refreſhed by beholding 
the Glory of God that from Day to Day appeared, and 
in beholding the Love and Unity that increaſed a- 
mong the Brethren. I then went over to Hollard, ac- 
companied with my dear Friend , whom I had ſeen 
would be given me to Wife, and divers other Friends 
both of Holland and England; and the Lord proſpered 
our way, and we came there to their Yearly Meet- 
ing, where we found the old Enemy had been trying 
his old Stratagems, to lay ſtumbling Blocks in the way 
of the Weak, and had cauſed ſome to ſtumble and 
fall ; and a Spirit of Enmity was gotten up very high, 
and pretended their Matter ſhould be heard at the 
Yearly Meeting : and ſo it was, and the Love of God 
wrought Canter folly for their Reſtauration, which 
after ſeveral Days labour , was fo far effefted, that 
they with _— thankſgiving came back, and laid 
by all their Weapons of War and Contention, and 
were again brought to a tenderneſs towards God and 
his People, to our mutual joy and rejoycing. And 
while I was in Hollazd, viliting the Meetings there, 
T heard there was a Door opened for the Truth, in 
a little City in Fr:ze/and, called Mackum, which IT had 
long defired ; ſo I went thither, and preached the e- 
rekilins Goſpel amongit them, where I was received 
with great kindneſs, and the witneſs of God was reach- 
cd in ſeveral, anda love raiſed to the Truth, which in 


the Lord's time will bring forth good Fruit, 
H Then 
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1685 Then returning into Holend, and bavjog cleared 
LY our felves:of what lay upon us there, we ad in the 
Sixth Month, 1685, return for Exg/end ; and in ſome 
time after, we fignified to our Friends and Brethren 
what' was in our Hearts, in relation to Marriage, 
which was 'approved an unamimonſly among then; 
and m the Lard's due time, which was 2a own firſt 3 
of Otober, 1685, we took cach other in Marriage, and 4 
found-the Lord with- us in it, bleſſing hjs own ok: 
and hath indeed manifeſted it, that we are of God's 
joyning ; and he hath made us a Bleſſing in his Ha 2 
one to another, -and true Yoak-Fellows, both in re- 4 
ſpe& of our own Afﬀairs, and in the Aﬀairs of his 
Church and People : For all which, I find my Soul 
ingaged to ſpeak good of his Name , to bleſs him, 
and praiſe him, and to fay with his Servants of ofd, 
his Mercjes endures far ever ; for indeed ſhe was a Wo-. 
man beyond many , excelling in the Vertues of the 
Holy Spirit with which ſhe was Baptized , as ſhe 
fhexed forth, bath in Life and DaQtrine, which made 
her to he a ſweet favour throughout the Churches of 
Chriſt, and was a pattern of Patience and Holineſs, 
diſcharging her Place as a tender and watchful Mo-. 
ther to her Children, and as a careful and loving Wie 
to me. But alas, as the greateſt Enjoyments of 'Tem-. 
poral Blefſings have their End , fo it happened unto 
me, for it proved the pleaſure of the Lord gotry me 
whether IT could part with, as well as receive this 7 
great Mercy ; for1in the beginning of the Year, x687, © 
. the fell into Bodily weakneſs, and continued ſo Two | 
or Three Months, and _ the Ninth of the Third 
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a perfect Reſignation to. his Will, making 2 Bed "1685 


end, to my great, joy and conſolat. 
it was hard to: Fleſh! and Blood to part with: ſ6 Pre- 
cious a Companion, and to be left alone in..my old 
Age, accompanied with Infirmities of Bydy , 
yet feeling Fellowſhip with her in wo tx into which 
ſhe is entred, gives me great fatisfattion, knowing 
right well her portion is with the Righteous, and her 
eternal Inheritance is amongſt the Juſt, where. Sor- 
row; Stiares and "Temptations cannot come; 

And- after ſhe was buried, F went up to: Londen, 
and convers'd among the Brethren three Months , 
where the Lord was pleaſed to bleſs my Service un- 
to many, and then returned to Colcheſter , where 
I continued great part of the Winter following. And 
in the Year 1688, I went up again to London, and 
viſited Meetings thereabouts, as I found it upon me, 
and alſo ſome Meetings at my return in Eſſex and 
Suffolk : And then about the Eighth Month, I went 
again to London, and was there 1in the great Revolu- 
tion of Government ; and ſometimes as I was able of 
Body, laboured with other Friends, with the Parlia- 
liament that then fat in the Year 1689, to get thoſe 
Penal Laws by which Friends and others had ſuffered, 
to be ſuſpended ; and by the good Hand of God an 
A& was paſt to that purpoſe, which hath proved 
greatly to the eaſe of tender Conſciences. And after 
the Yearly Meeting of Friends in 1689, was over, I 
returned again to my Habitation, and continued there 
the whole Winter, not being able of Body to travel 
by Coach as I had done, many Infirmities growing 
upon me, yet found _ renewing of ſtrength in 

2 the 


ion : For although -v=- 


1688 


168g 


# 


60 I Journal of the Life of Stephen Criſp. 
1690 rhe inward Man, and the word of the Lord lived in 
WWW my Heart, to the refreſhing my Soul, and the Souls 
of many tender Babes that. lived and' grew by the 
Milk of it ; and'in this is my Fellowſhip with the Li- 
ving,and my Labour Travel and Prayer,that alf may be 
_ in the feeling of it, for this living Word abideth 
or ever. 


After which, he fpent his time-moſtly in Colcheſter 
and Loyxdon, in the Service of Truth, and finiſhed this 
Life the 28th. Day of. the 6h. Month, 1692.. 
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A WORD OF _ 


TO THE 


Teachers of the World. 
Which may be of uſe for the Tryal of thei! 


ways, and ſtanding, that all who are willing to be 
undeceived, may come to an underſtanding to know 
what ſort of Men in this Nation they are, who 
ſerves not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their own 
Bellies, who in Words profeſs God and the Scrip- 
tures, but in Life deny. both. 


; WITH AN 
INVITATION and WARNING 


To them and all People, to turn from Iniquity, and 
Serve the Living God, whoſe Service is not known, but 
in the Light; neither isany Service or Worihip accepted 
by him, but as it is-aCted in obedience to his meaſure which 
is - " and hath lighted eyery one that cometh into the 
World. . 


Howl ye Sheyberds, and cry, and wallow your ſcIves in the Aſbes, ye principal 
of the Flock ; for the days of your ſlaughter, and of your diſperſson are ac- 
compliſbed, and ye ſball fall like « pleaſant veſſel, Jer. 25+ 34+ 


— — 


REP ROOF 


Wrtten by a Friend to all People, and a lover of the Light, 
and the ways thereof, whoſe outward Name is 
STEPHEN CRISP. 


: | LONDON, Printed by T. Sowle, 1694. 
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WY 


HIS is written to go abroad amongſt the Pari 
Teachers and thtir Flocks ,- and i ſerviceable 
them to conſider of ; for the Lord m—_ Heaven and Earth 
i ariſing in his mighty power to plead the caſe of the Poor 
and Needy, and to delrver the Lambs from the Teeth of 
the Wolves and the Lions, who catch for the Prey, and to 
make a ſeparation in the Flocks of the Idol Shepherds, and 
behold his woice is, uttered from Zion, axd. his word goeth 

forth from his holy Habit ation, who dwells in the Light, 
and in it is his Voice heard, which ſhakes the Earth, and 
makes its Inhabitants to tremble. 

Therefore all ig. a the Lord, and mind that of him 
that reproves ſin evil in the Cunt pa earts, 
which is the grace which hath appeared unto all of you ;, but 
hath not yet taught all of you to deny Ungoalineſs and 
Worldly Laſts, but in the Luſfts of Ignorance do remai 
Hooking at & Man without you ts be your Teacher, and (0 
knows not the Lord to be your Teacher : And for your ſakes 
who are ſimple, in whom there is any Deſires, 1s this gives 


forth, that you may ſee Teachers tryed by their own 


Rade, and found tos light and too narrow : Therefore all 
be warned for time to come, and in the fear of the Lord 
will you come to know the beginning of that W ow which 
comprehends all thoſe heaps of Teachers which feeds the 
Itching Ears. 


s. & 


iv 


Teachers of the V Varld. 


T HIS word is unto you, Oh ye Prieſts! in vain: 
is all your coverings; for the light of our God 
15 thy and” hath diſcovered u, and b. | 

wer hath rent, and is rending row foveri 
his Controverfic is proclaimed again cn and cher 
drow ghe 6 his littleArm Ars with: is = yorEyrs, 


vows s lit = Ln ors ght.And as plas 
Pore-fathers did, fo ak. (an this day of our Gad, 
in a Spiritpal Senſe,) by faith turn to tr ht the Armies 
4 the Aliens, and ſtop- tbe r Mouths of tons, and obtain 

romiſes , &c.. And you your ſelves are witneſſes in 
your PraCtices, who are not able to ſtand, but often 
flee, when the Life of God ariſeth in any to ſpeak to 
you, though in contemptible Inſtruments jn your Eyes, 
and ſo have many Hundreds of Ju been put to flight 
without Sword and o__ And then you run Rem 
your Worſhip, to the Houſe of your Armory, where 
you are fitted with the Wennons © of the Beaſts War- 


fare. 


-” 


_— 


>. 01D - = wow «wn. ac. wi cc 4 mt " _ _ A ht 
- - 
91 : of 
PR G ws « * of 


. of Sin in this Life, you deny it in 


1658 fare, ( as Whips, Stocks, Priſons, and ſuch like,)-in 
GY V whoſe Army you are found fighting againſt the Lamb 


and: his Army ; by whom you ſhall be overcome, and 


* Carcaſes caſt-into the gpen Field. And now 1 
— Woeorks:of Darkneſs, -and great. ſwelling Wards 


of Vanity , brought to-light, and there tried and 


judged , which is our rule to try and judge withal. 
And ſeeing you fay the Scripture is your Rule where- 
by things ought-to be tried and judged, you and your 
Works ſhall be tried by the Scriptures alſo, that fo 
you may be condemned by both. 
' Firſt, ye ſay ye areMinſters of Chriſt: Nay,. but 
ye are his Miniſters whom ye ſerve and obey, and 
whoſe work ye do. Now Sin is the work of. the Ne- 
vil, and to deſtroy it in the Fleſh, was Chriſt made 
manifeſt in Fleſh : And you that deny the deſtruQtion 
Fleſh ; for he that 
depareth this Life, goeth out of the Fleſh, and leayeth 
it, and fo youdeny the work of Chriſt , whoſe Mi- 
niſters you ſay you are; and he is no Servant.nor Mi- 
miſter of Chriſt, who denies his work. Now read and 
conſider, Sin , and the Man of it is againſt Chrilt ; 
and the Miniſters of him who is againſt Chriſt, .al- 
ways ſtrives to keep up, and to uphold that which 
Chriſt and his Miniſters ſtrives to deſtroy and throw 
down, which is Sin in the Fleſh: And ſo here it is plain, 
that you who ſtrive to uphold Sin, uphold Antichriſt, 
whole Miniſters ye are. 

Again, Chriſt ſaid to his Miniſters, Go ye forth, 8c. 
But where is your going forth ? when ſome of you 
have purchaſed to your ſelves Places, and ſome have 
gained by Flattery, and ſome do hold by Force and 
Tyranny 


©... fothe Teachers of the n90z1d. 
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Tyutiny a certain Place, Circuit or Quarter from 1658 | 
ence 


ye ſeek your Gain, and there are not aſhamed WW 


to ſue by Title, as ReQtor, Incumbent, or LeQturer 
of ſuch a Place. Oh horrible ! that ever ſuch ſhould 
ſay they were Miniſters of Chriſt! Yea, and ſome of 
you can boaſt and glory in your ſhame, _ 

Dechrations, you have been there in ſuch a place 
foals Twenty, ſome Thirty, ſome Forty Years. Was 
ever ſuch a thing heard of concerning any of the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt ? Were not they approved in their 
Miniſtry, by Trials, by Travellings, by Hardſhips 
and Dangers both by Sea and Land, in Want, in 
Heavineſs, &c. But you have choſen the pleaſures of 
Sin, and to live at eaſe in the Fleſh ; but Deſtruttion 
and Miſery ſhall overtake you in-a day when you are 
not aware, who will not be warned. 

Again, Chriſt ſaid to his Miniſters, All power is givers 
unto me, and I am with you : He did not ſay, all power 
is given unto me, and I will give it to the Magiftrates ; 

if any come to oppoſe youor your Dofrine, go to 
him, he ſhall defend you; but they had the witneſs in 
themſelves, and the power was with them, and is with 
them to the end of the World, which ſtops the Mouths 
of Gainſayers ; which power is the power of Chriſt, 
which the Miniſters of Chriſt have according to pro- 
miſe; and the power of Antichriſt, the Miniſters of 
Antichriſt have, which is manifeſt in Perſecuting, in 
Violence, in Tumults, and fuch like ; which power 
1s your defence, who fay , ye are Miniſters of Chriſt 
and are not ; but are Miniſters of Antichriſt, and fo 
proved Lyars and Condemned, and witneſſed againſt, 
both in the Light, and by the Scriptures, 

I 


Secondly, 
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1658 Secondly, You ſay you preach the Gofpel. y 
WNW Nay, that is not the Goſpel of Chrift you Preach, 
but another, which he that bringeth is accnrſed': For 
the Goſpel f Chriſt is the power of God unto Salvation ta 
them that believe. But what you Preach is not fo; no 
not to them-that believe it, who preach that they. 
cannot be ſaved.” So1f they believe whar you declare, 
they muſt believe they cannot. be faved while inthis © 
Life : And ſo it is not the Power nor Goſpel of Chriftf © 
which you Preach , but the power of Darknefs"to, | 
keep all in Death out of the Faith , which gives vi- 
Qtory , and through which the Creature'comes to. 
know the Goſpel, andthe. power which favegande- 
deems up to God; , Ne OO RIES IR 
Again, the Goſpel is cppooae and none canpreach | 
it, but they who have . received. it; but; you whoſe VP 
knowledge ſtands in Carnal Arts and'Sctences, and Tn- 1 
ventions, which came in time, and muſt periſh in” *? 
time, your knowledge cannot recerve ben km re & 
Goſpel, when it.is preached unto'yau, muck: leſs pted | 
it unto others ; and in that knowledge db you corrupt 
your ſelves and others, and are like to periſh'in'your 
Corruption together , except you turn to the Light 
which was before Corruption, that it may ſhew 
you Corruption, and lead you out of Corruption, 
that ye periſh.not ;, for to fuch as are 1n the perifh- 
ing way which is Corrupt , the Goſpel everlaſting is 


Again, that which you preach, is not free nor with- 
out Charge ; but the Goſpel was ſo, and 1s ſo; and 
25 long as the Force and Violence, and Prideand Co- 
ctouincts is found amongſt you, which makes - 

wluc 


to the Teachers of the u90z1d. 


which you preach burthenſome and chargeable to the 16 my 
People, ceaſe calling it the Goſpel of Chrift ; for if 1 


yon do call it fo, the light in aff Conſctences condemns 
you, and the PraQtiſe of Chriſt's Apoſtles condemns 
you, and the Scripture declares againſt you, and your 
Condemnation is juſt, and ſhall abide for ever. 

Thirdly, You ſay you preach the Truth. 

Nay, that is not the Truth you preach, for it ſets 
none free; for many have abode in your Doctrine and 
worſhip a long time, ſome Twenty, ſome Forty, and 
fome Sixty Years, and yet are not fet free; but you 
have brought them to believe, that they cannot be 
freed, and ſo have cauſed them to err from the right 
Path, and fuch may dye in their Iniquities; but their 
Blood will be required at your Hands, who have be- 
guiled and deceived them. 

But Chriſt Jeſus the Light of the World, who {izhr- 
th Man that cometh into the World, that all Mer 
though him might believe, He ſaid, If ye abide in the 
Trath, the Truth all fet you free, He is the Light, 
the true Light, and the Truth that fets free ; and-you 
who deny the light that [ohteth every Man that cometh 
znto the Word, and yet ſay you preach the truth, you 
are Lyars, and the Lake is your Portion except you 
Repent. | 

Again, what you preach. you ſell, and fo are de- 
Clared againſt exp in Scripture; ſeethg you fay 
you preach the truth: For what faith it 7 buy the 
truth, and ſell it not. Read your Condemnation all you 
who make Bargains for that which you call Truth ; 
and let the light in your own Conſciences judge, whe- 
ther. you do not deny Scripture, yea or nay. 

Wes: I 2 Fourthly, 
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1658. Fowrthly, You ſay, he that preacheth.the. Goſj | 
VV ugh ro ie of che Goſpel. ne. || 
anfiver, He unto whom che Goſpel. off Chrilt.is | 
mitted tq preach , none-catt hinder him of living 
of it.; for it. is his: Life, and he needeth not: an out? 
ward Law. to hold: np» its Livelyhood.. /:Neither did 
any that ever preached the.Goſpel, make uſe.of any 
ſuch power; but their power. they. had.,'.and. they 
haye alone from Chriſt Jeſus , both for-the. inward 
and outward fupport. Have we'not power. toreat '? 
have we not power to drink, faith the Apoſtle; who 
was a Miniſter of Chriſt? But. he had not power.to 
make Bargains with any People for a certain. eſtabliſh». 
ment of a Sum of Money , and then to. ſeek.. for.an 
Aygmentatign beſides, as ſome of you do:;'and then 
to fre at Law for default of Payment : Andif it were | 
paid, then to ſpendiit in Voluptuouſneſs upon his Luft q 
as you do; ſome in the Luſt of Drunkenneſs.and * 
Gluttony, and ſome in Pride, in ſatisfying your Lufts *! 
in Cloaths and in Building , and ſome in Covetouſ® * 
neſs, making a God of Money : ' So X ao have choſen 
to your ſelves Gods which ſhall periſh: with you, and 
they ſhall not fave you ; ap fo Nak and 
your Shame, the Light hath diſcovered , who have 
refuſed to be covered- by it: And while ye livein 
Pride and Gluttony , in Envy and Covetouſneſs, in 
Strife and Contention, this. is not to live of. the Go» 
ſpel, but this.is the Fruit of the Corrupt, Tree which 
is for the Fire, ; £: 
Fifthly, You ſay , the Labourer is worthy of his 
be. 


"TIBRIS OE 
þ - 


Yea, 
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Yea, but he. muſt have it of him that ſets him to 1658. 
work, and hath profit by his. work:.. Now he that WWW 


worketh for, one Man, ang would have. hire of ans 
other, who ſt. him.not on work, this is uareafonable . 
and fo is it for a Man to exa&t Wages for his Work, 
when none hath profit by his Work, as is ſeen at this 
day among you Prieſts, who are out of the reaſo- 
na bleneſs and good order which moſt Men beſides your 
ſelves are in, 1n this reſpe&t. 

Therefore be aſhamed and amend your ways, and 
labour with your Hands the thing that 15 good, that you 
may come to eat of the Fruit of your Labour , and be 
ſatisfied ; and be not always like the greedy dumb 
Dogs that can never have enough : For now is the 
Day come which hath declared your work, and you 
are comprehended and fathomed, and meaſured with 
an equal Line, and your Coverings are too narrow, 
and the Feet of pour Image is ſmitten, and the Stone 
is increaſing to fill the whole Earth ; and then ſhall 
not your Place be found, and the recompence of your 
Labour will be Deſtruction, Wo and Miſery, which 
ye ſhall receive of the Hands of the Righteous God, 
the Judge of Heaven and Earth, who will judge e- 
ory one of you according to your doing. And then 

| all your hard Speeches which ye have uttered 
againſt the Innocent , be returned into your own 
Boſoms, and ye ſhall know that ye were warned, 
and the Light in your Conſciences ſhall in that 

Day teſtifie unto God's Righteouſneſs in your De- 
10N. 


This 
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1658 This is given forth from the Spirit of Truth, 

&YV for the manifeſting and rebuking of the Spirit of 
Error , and written in obedience to the Command- 
ment of the Lord in the Year accounted, 1657. 
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DESCRIPTION 


OF THE | 


Church of SCOT LAND: 


WITH 
A Word of Reproof to the Prieſts and Teachers 


and Officers therein, for their many corrupt DoCQtrines 
and Practifes; alſo a Warning, and gentle Invitation 
to all People, that live under their Tyrannical Go- 
verhment, to come to the Truth , which will free 
them from the Bondage they have long lain under ; 
and to the Light which will ſhew them the way to 
eſcape, being longer Partakers of their Sins ; and fo 
they ſhall eſcape , being Partakers of the Plagues 
which ſhall ſhortly be poured forth without mixture 
upon them, which continue in their ungodly Deeds 
and Works of Darkneſs, in Rebellions againlt the 
Light that makes them manifeſt. 


Herein 1s their Church made manifeſt : 1. In its Foun- 
dation. 2. Its Members wherewith it is builded. 3. In 
its Officers. 4. In its Doctrines, of God, of God's Word, of 
Faith, and of Eletion. 5. In its Ordinances of Baptiſm and 
the Lord's Supper, (as they call them.) 6. In its Diſcipline. 

Withan Exhorrtation to all People tocome out from amongſt 


them, to that which makes them manifeſt, which is the true Light that 
lighteth every Man that cometh into the World. 


Written in love to the fimple-hearted in that Nation, and in witneſs of 
the Truth, and in Teſtimony againſt the Falſe Teachers. and their falſe Dofrines, Ways 
and Worſhips ; by one who defires that People might be brought to the Truth in their 
Inward parts, to worſhip Godin that, by the leading of his own Spirit, that ſo they 
might be accepted. Who am known among Mea by the Name of Stepben Criſp. 


LONDON, Printed by T. Sowle, 1694. 
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DESCRIPTION 


OF THE 


Church of Scotland , &c. 


O the ſeveral Presbyters in Scotland, and to every 
Member of them, and to the Scortiſh Church 

m general, is this directed, and ſent as a Word of Re- 
roof and Warning from him who 1s the Head of the 
rue Church, which is pure and undefiled, and ſent 
by, and given through his Servant, who being a 
Member of that Church , and participating of the 
power and wiſdom of the Head, (according to the 
proportion of a Member, ) do thereby comprehend 
your Church, of which I am not a Member; and in 
obedience to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the true Head, do 
hereby reprove you of your Adultery and Hypocriſie, 
and ſeveral other Spots and Wrinckles that are in and 
upon your Church , which now with the Light are 
made manifeſt. And in the fear and name of the 
Lord, do warn you to return, and come to that which 
maketh manifeſt and maketh clean, before ye be caſt 
upon the Bed of Miſery and perpetual Sorrow with 
Babylon your Mother, and Jezebel your Propheteſs, by 
the power of whoſe Sorcerics and Inchantments, in 
K and 


1660 


= "A Fufcription of the Church of Scorland.. 


1660” and among her Merchants and Diſciples, many poor 


le in this Nation are if uced and deceived, and 
= ke from the anointing , v _ __ _ 
= 
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fo rh en buy or hire ke re 
whom they are ever learning, and never carned, nor 
brought to know the Tech whith makes them free 
that abides in it. Theſe I ſay, can never know the 
true Churok, whith is the froune of 'truth, in which 
cone can be Piſtars , but Iuchas overcome Sin, and 
Tranſgreſſion and Death which entred thereby, and 
came over al Men : fn which Rate God Chunch, is 
not. And there is but Two Razes, namely, the Rate bf 

Sim and T'ra on, the wages whereof is Cravind, 
rk five Rodemprion fram Sin, which - an 
_ roof the RefurreRion fromthe 

Nate of the Church ; between w Tos 

Rong is an abfojute zacipathy ; ; for they oh are M 
the Tra , are ot- in the Church, for then it 
would be {potted ; and they that, are in the Church, 
are not tn Tranſgreſfion, becauſe the Church is in 
God 'where Tranſgrefſvon camnot be ; and they that 
are —_—_— and” Death, are not riſen from the 
Dead, and oy whe, are made Partakers of the Re- 
Grre&ion and Life which is Chriſt, they are not bolden 
an Sim, but &he (ame power that raiſed up Jeſus from 
che Dead, raiſed them from the power of Sin and 
Death, and being thus raiſed; makes them Members 
of the Church , which js pure and yndefiled, which 
1'{ . from the'Sinners and from the Sin, by the 
mighty operation of the PIR which i is the oo ks 
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ch xs concerfiing ous Cluiech x Ka tors Row 
things againſt it, but ing yo many,wherein you are to,be 
bet and muſt be amended or rather c ,be- 
of Cri z can juſtly be called ont hurch 
iP 2. any part thereof, Therefore liftea. a 
ve p ach ye Prieſts and Prepbyencs of 
trons who have a long time eng; Lf Te- 
forming , and- amending and pur is, 
clean your Church ; and I will d 
way which ye ought t runs — oops 
you {o much-prefend for, and cannot yet actomenlly, 
nor indeed never can, till that be ET whi 
hath and doth hinder a right and thorow £, which 


Now the firſt in bareh nt free 
ed to m Onderantig, io be repo ed, is f he Foun- 
dation thereof upog which it is Byilded, it not being 
the ſame which the Church of Chriſt was, and 1s 
builded upon, as will thus a 


The Foundation of your Th urch , 1s that which 
ſtands in the Pleſhly pace of” Man; namely forms and 


names of the things the Saints wrote x of ay 


the power, which re attainable Bad <4 
dom of this World, by which es wg 
4 = Body which i i * Church diſcarned; RR yo 
"he Saints Words to ſpeak, althou 
op ont f rheir T.ife, —_ accounted fir _ 
bers 
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1669 "bers of 'your Church 3 and of ſuch Members, aod-up- 
LY V” of this Foundation is your! Church builded, the Saiots 
"Words, being -the chief cornet-ſtone! theveof..., But 
"Chriſt fait, he would- build his Church tipon that 
which the knowledge of came not by Flefh nor Blood, 
but by 'Revelation from God his Father: which is'in | 
Heaven; as you may. read inthe 16:k, of Matth.'n7, Þ 
'18,: And this is the. Rock which js now- made mani- 
Feſt by Revelation , thorow' 'the Spirit, which thing | 
. you deny to bein theſe Days.; and {6 axe not-biulded | 
upon what comes' to 'be known {6 but upon that 
which the knowledge of. comes by Fleſh.and-Blood ; 
and you that have ſaid another Foundation for: your 
'Church, than what 'is by Revelation, ' your Founda- 
, tron muſt beraized, and your Church malt tall, the 
"Pillars whereof are already ſhaken, and ſhall thontly 
be removed, PEPSTIE T0T7 
_ Therefore come all to the true- Foundation, which 
was and is the Foundation of the true Church which 
_is Chriſt the'Sqn, of 'the Living God, who 15;the-Light 
of the World, and lighteth eyery- Man that: cometh 
_ the bad ens true Light; ax}Jot- thigh by 
'the beginning ' an ation; of-'your Building, an 
penn will ſtand for ever. 'T his- was before © 
Tranſgrefſion was, and before Will-worſhip was, a- 4 
gainſt this the Gates of - Hell cannot | prevail. . - . 4 
. © This isthe corger-ſtone which ye Builders have re- Fj 
-eRed, and do {till rejeft, [the Light) and forgetting > 
"1t, are building Babylon (as it were)! which .15now | 
"confounding ; and ye arg put to a ſtop, and can' pro- 2 
"ceed 'nb farther ; for the People ſees your Confuſion 
' In many parts of the Nation, and begins to love and 


: imbrace 


- 
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4 'pmbracethem whonz whom you have caft-out of your 1660 
S Church, who have the Light for their Foundation, SWV 
f -which-anſ{wereth the wits of God inall; and'who- 
C ;ſoever”builds:afnd not on: this, their Building ſhell 
» | 2comie:to naught.,. and the Builders ſhall. be aſhamed, 
1 | for that'which ſhould uphold them, wil come a top 
» | -of them, and-'break them to pieces. 54 
x ©»  'The next thing reprovable in your Scortifh Churclt, 
> | - is: the-matter whereof it is compoſed, And in this al- 
I Þ Ao'are:you cotitrary to the true Church, the Spouſe of 
t E -Chriſt-; for. your Church is compoſed of. evil and 
» | y Men and Women, whoſe Hearts is delight- 
F123 -ing in ungodly Practices , as' Swearing, and Lying, 
"13 -and Cozening, and Diſſembling , and Scofting, and 
: | ' Scorning, yea, -in ſtriking and beating the Innocent, 
" | fuch is your-Church made up of ; dead-Stones, whoſe 

: .Hearts are as an .Adamant, their Mouths filled with 
11.8 - Curſing, and their Tongues filled with Venom, and 
1H . their Hands filled with Violence. - Theſe are your Ma- 
; terials with which'ye have builded, but-the Lord God 
2 ; of Light and Power, . is making” yow bare and mani- 
3 feſt,” and'by his Power is throwing:you down; where 
Shame ſhall:cover your Church, where the Scorner 
/ ſhall be- ſcorned 'in the. Day of their Calamity, -and 
S the Strikers ſhall be ſtricken with a Rod that- will 
1 break them to pieces. 'Fhe Sword of the'Almighty is 
We drawn; and{hall wound them uv their inward parts, 
N that bave wounded his Chitdren7intheir outward 
: Bodies;-and/ grieved! his |Holy' Spirit ;-and then ſhall 
2 Howling .and Lamentation come upon. your Church, 
but there ſhall be none to. pity;;' for: the: double, 'Re- 
ward of ; your :doings to God?s:Childcen, ſhall ſhortly 


CONC 


TW op 
+© My * 4-6 


4 Defeription. of ſhe Cdurehoſeſomkente 


© 1660 -come upon” you, and that is the. Word: of che Lord 
WYV tou. © 


Buy if you demand, how nall this proved thgtcor 
Church is made. up of, ſuch-Perſons 2s: 
theſe ? T'ah MT PN not, only by! the. 
hearing” of the Ear, nor by what I have.ſeen 
in'the eternal light of the Son, of : God before my 


coming among you ; but allo being an Byc-Wirnels of of 


our Beltaviour towards me, who when L have m 0- 


xence to God , and love to your Souls, creek 


chimed the fear of God amongſt you, in one of 
Maſs-Houfes or Markets, what an Offence hath-it- 
counted by you, who are of the Scorzifb Presbyterian 
Church, tomecrying kick him, kick, him, | knock | him 
Gee's and fich like Lan dps (a and. Uſage have Land 

+ che People of 2A: 


coloured Whore, who thinſteth wh with is. drunk 


with the Blogd-of the Saints. Beſides, there ntedsno. 


ter proof of this Charge againit your Church 
bis wn luc 0d deck proce os of you own 


Mouths , who ate daily ves to be 
ſuch, kind of People age 6-77 ren, 7 nn Jace 


fach flothial Servants ever were, 
| | he ——_ yo, 


digged 


LEY P 
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- Ko , 
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digged ro” your {ves Ciftcifi's that can hold no Was; 


ter, and rhat your Hearts are eſtranged from Gad,.,ze- yo 


of Lying Vanities? And many Juch like Rng. 
Sir bo 6 Pho from 70ur own Moutls,; che: 
Breath Awhbteof 'ds Fire ſhall devour you. ; Now: if: 
it benot fo, why do you ay ſo, lying againſt your: 
own Souls?” And if it be ſo, how can your Church be. 
the Church of God, pure and _uadeftiled, unſpotted, 
and without wrinkle, or any {uch thing ? Anſwer for 
your ſelves, or ceaſe from deceiving your ſelves and 
others with the name Church of God, for with-hiap 
dwelleth no Taiquity. 
Now if the Light were the Foundation, then. 
would none he counted: fit Members of your Church 
but fach as walked in it; and ſo your Fellowſhip would 
ſtand in the Light as the true Church-kcNowſlip did 
and doth : bur evil Deers, as Scoffers, Lyars, .Proud,, 
Coverons Perſons, Strikers, frerce Delpiters, Ragers. 
and Perſecutors, ſuck hate rhe Light,. and deny and' 
rejeQs it, and {o may be continued in your , 
Fellowſhip, which 1s an ſin for term of yaur Lives;: 
_ _— be ——_— In: he poritagce Furr dark:- 
ne mrheend; where ſhall 'be weep wathog,. 
and-gnafhing of Teeth for ever. __ | 
Anorher thing reprovable in your Church, is the, 
Officers thereof, they being in all things contrary to: 
the qualifications ſignified by the Scripture of Truth; 
as ye” might well ſee, if. the God of this World; the. 
Prince of Darkaefs, had not blinded your Eycy a littlers" 
of tho Hropdrtige between them, and the Officers: :- 
ſpoken\of 'in-the'Scriptpres, For the Simples fake; 
who deſires tb be informed) T ſhall inſtance ; and _ 
| 0 


—— 


0 ns... 


cewng a-Gift by _——_— of their Hands, who 


ſo: received power to communicate the ſame; but. 
--who are Proud Men, and Covetous Men, who 
Authority, and preſume to be called by the 

and deny that power to be extant with you, or: any 
elſe; or that any can be immediately called or gifterd 
for the Miniſtry , you are of that fort mentioned a 
Titus 1.16, Who profeſs ye know God, but ja Works 


deny him, being Abominable and Diſobedient, and to. 


eyery good Work Reprobates ; for theſe Qualifications 
do belong to fuch Men as ye profeſs your. ſelves to 
be;' which I ſhall ſet down, and then let all-Sober 
People judge, whether ye be Reprobate unto them, 
yea or nay. 

' 1. They ought to beBlameleſs, and whether ye be 
ſo or nay be your own Judges, who ſays, none can 
hve without Sin, and .ſo conſequently not without 
* -Blame, forall Sin is Blameable; fo in this particular 
you have excluded your felves. Then Watchful; but 
what do you watch for? except it be opportunity, to 
promote your corrupt Honour , or to. augment. and 
exa&t your ungodly Gain. Then of good Behaviour, 
that is not'to Rail, and to Curſe, and to ſtir up People 
to Tumults, and to ſtoning thoſe whoare not: of your 
ow can this '1s evil Behaviour. ,'Then-gien to 
Hoſpitality';. as to this, let the poor People who in 
your Pariſhes go in Cold and Huvyger, while pu 
ve 
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viſed feadied (tuff to hol420 
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LD —— 
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live/M Aflneſs and idlerefs; bear witneſs $ equinſt/os - 7660 
Ther aptto teach; ' To' this alſo 'areye far who wv 


muſt "take a Weeks time'to ftudy, ro teach'thePeople 


Two or Three: Hours, and yet cannot'\get your-de- 
,"butone: wiite-is 
awhich ir «may be-the:fame- Dayg.or 


ſhorely after; 'you will deny again. "Then hor given | 


to Wine,” no” Strikers: How many of you have been 
guilty herein, in Drunkennefs, and Striking, and fet- 
timg others on'to'Strike,' would be-too teclious to men= 
tiohhere bur who: defires to be informed: of them 
ard their Manners,” tet them in ſincerity take notice of 
ther, and'they ſhall-come to underſtand their Spirit ; 
alſo ſome of their Works of 'rhis nature, are already 
printed and preſented to publick view. . 'Then not 
Greedy of filthy 'Lucre. And in this particular, how 
far your Greedine(s hath appeared beyond all that have 
gone before you, let the Sufferings'of them; who tor 
Conſcience ſake, could not put into your Mouths; bear 
witneſs againſt you.” Again faith the Apoſtle in the 
7th.'Verſe of that'3d. Chapter of the 1/t. of Timothy, 
he-muſt have a good report of them that are-without ; 
but .how far are ye ſhortof this, : who cannot keep up 
a'go0d! Name amongſt them of your own:Church , 
but iyout” Covetouſnels and Deceit is manifeſt amon 

them;  notwit ing your ''Fyranny doth nk 


ſtop their Mouthes, and blind their Eyes, that they 
yet ſee.not ſo much of your Deceit, as ſhortly they 

will come to-ſee, M4" 4 
Bur in” brief, the Deſcription of the Church-Offi- 
cers'in' the whole Scriptures of the Apoſtles, is that 
they be Blmeleſs ; which ye fay none.now can be ; 
L and 


1660 es thr be fed weed che Holy Ghatiand with 
SV Faith/; whith'ye fay they cater be 3 4or Sin mat 
have & reonin thaw, theti they-ceauet be bled with 
the other: 1 \ And that t theMyRery of Felt | 
it a-pwe Cooſtieace,Wwhichiye foy they ieanne day | 
for: ſomeSinmndt remaing and that-defiigsthe- Cons -—£0£- | 
ſcience; *Fhat: = {hoald be getfle towards all Meny - 
in'Medkncſs; | 'in them- that «oppoſe: cham- 
{olves': Bur out' of ounce niece 
being found, your officiating -mafi - Late 
cors/'and your Officers are hike che: 
_ for- Deftruttion $ogether, which the - Lord: _ 
Sunny: pevitlno-aointt Head 
and EE R oot and Branch 
' 3: The Dodtrines of your Church alſo are repro- 
vablo and corrupt CE EI 
wres. 'Atvi@arft in your Dottrines of 'God, wham ad. 
fay' s'w bektown and believed on, = 
he fecal pe ee ng 
corl ro-the E% wilica ye wy 
To your Rule, and by tt are all fuch Dreamers and 
Deccivers jadged, and rj ve them 
forth; which tpaaks/ no! where: of Three 
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vidual, inſwite, win divideth all things, and tO every 
fort their Portion, who limiteth all rhings, and is not 
limited 5 whoſe Power and Spirit t5 inteparable from © 
_ whois the Father of the Spirits of" 8l} Flaſh, | 
whb hyihis power createth, and-by his Spirit quicktn- =) 

all living —_— whoſ power''is the: Chriſt, 
indole wi is the holy and eternal: Life _ 
they 


- 
þ bt 


barks ee who wait for his A 


PPEATARGe ; 
=D and theſe Joth 'not. the 5 gs; 7, , ant Fmt 


_db' the/one; Witnels| ja the Araveniyaich, 
Jroucht yuho, dream. and dixine; tp. 
* Poole," a diſtinguihment of Perions; ini the 


and Southſapers of Egypt, apd came to rhe Light thar 
thines in the Heart, tbax by it unkengp her es 
tthe knowledge of God your , Creator ,,|and' of bis 
prove. whach, ye were cr and.of tis. 

y. which he. quickens into. newnels of, Lite, all 
who fear hits, and wait for his Salvation, A 
by the Light is making manifeſt. 

3; Your Dodtine concerning the Waxd- of God, is 
altogether reprovable ,,who, teach Peaple 40: bebeve, 
that that is the Word. of God that can be-baughtiand 
fold 'for Meny, .and. the knowledge tharedt rattained 
by. Humane _ namely, the Scriptures (or outs 
ward Writi he P and Apoitles;; that 
you ay the ord-of God , and. they; that fay 0+ 
therwiſe,. you ay 1 ogg 7" Bug: parties this 
return npon your Own W —_—_— 
to the Scriptures, whuch faach. Chailt 
God ?, Now if he be. the word of God, theathe Serip» 
tures are not , Yn: aig ny wa Chriſt , whioh if. you 
TE DT nn: 
you: krigw .any 0 rift (than Soriptunts, tho 
call ye Rich themed ef God, and call I__— 

J' Dodaration,.; according as A $+ 378 Our 

that wrote chem,” who. & chan It» a, 

which ng nana of, have as it werechanged 

the glory of the — ble and Immortal Word 
2 of 


05 2 A = ro__ Wn en rr — 


- 
A. .* 
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came to have-4'B 
be. called the:word: of 'God , becauſe the” "ord Gdthe 
ro:che/ Saitits'; wnd- bid ther 'write' "Yheits, Sor. inake 
Booksthereof; then, may not Noah's Ark, of Solomdr?s 
Temple, or: the Prieſts Garments, or any other thing 


"166m of, God. nehich abides' fir Cever, into the Sebilitidde of 
Cone Miauings” which had'a f Roan rf Lire; and muſt 
. 4. r 


e £0-a-end ;pantin Thatl 
Wont of God/ts +> erate py 
ang} jorlaes you" art 
This; bevin x (ir the ent? Wis 
inthe'be nog; which the'Scriptutes' Toh bore Ser | 
c 


thus is. yn h the Scriprures and/all'st er thi 
fo thatif:rheSen ths Fhings 


of the like nature, be called the Word of God, 00s 
cauſe-by-*it"they were commanded ro * ol. 
And-furthermore, that which' is' the Word 

is that which was -niade* Fleſh/;' and if you os 

how-or- when the'Scripithres were mate ef; Fw 
declare/it,- or el{e-let'that.'be called the” Word of God 
henceforth, that did become Fleſh. it, without 
the Word was'nothing made that was' made 3 and 'if 
the Scriptures be this this Word, then detlhre'to us how 
you-know--thzt they wetc' before the Cre 108's for 
that! which- miketh, maſt nteds bet before 1 things 
that by ivaremade. - Farther the Word bf God,” faith 
the Apoſtle, is quick-and powerful, ahd ſharpet than 
a 'Fwo-edged Sword, dividing between” the Soul and 
the Spirit-:; But 'if this be the thre,” then' rell' us 
what'is. the reaſon thar your” Souls fre not” thereby 
divided fromthe > Spirit of nee me en Deveit that 
rules.) over them ?*but ye imagine that" Death oily 
call znake that Diviſion, as Fe 'Death 'were "more 
powerful 
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erfulizhan the word: of God, Oh yeblindiand 11660 
1 fooran,P Pric oplei) how long wlll ye xegard wt 
Nancy, expecing-Lafe where 'it-js/ not" tobe - 
Dh. Mpni en.00, oklz-think-to have'e-/ 
cial Tia pode Feptoenes, but: will.not Roma to 
ols; Lite,1s: your ? turn inyour Minds 
into your, gwn.Hearts, and feel it God's Word; (which 
1519, alan be not firking-at ſome-gr other. of 
n95,and Corruptions, and wait then-to feet the 
fat, to, cut and divide you from m_ 
br i you witneſs the Word in your/Bleſh) tid 
not.1a..a Book wo to.deſtroy the-Works:of the: Devil, 
that, the Word .in the\Heart ye may know, which 
Iiveth 2nd abideth- for ever, when that by it 15: de- 
tra yed,: which caunot abide. for ever, /Wliich 1s: yout 
Sin which hicherto hath ſcparated;you from the know | 
Te ge of God and of bis-powerful word... 
; - 4+. Your ,DoQrine of - Faith is 'reprovablez; and yoh 
in. it found contrary ito the true Miniſters of Chrift 3 
for you preach that Faith.cannot be'withour- Sin ; and 
) you ſay. 1t is Herelie, or Error .in1 any-to i{ay” that it 
I 3;0now fhis I wy FRouee —— 
is fav ould lee.that. 1t-18 contrary-1n all/th 
Ibn, her -kpow, that:inſtead CE eienpoſ 
DT ity. to, yy ay them, -it.would be impoſſible to 
ro them ;. for Faith faith the Scriptures is the Gift 
of. of. x96, and the(Gift of God is perfect; and-God 'nor 
{barly n9,Goncerd, with-Slats but givetty the 
; rg Believer: v eErakrort yarns 1 lf oye 
| as fox your Faith-whicb bye ay cannot be with 
out fan, .is. therewith corrupted},  and- isinot the likss 
precious Faith which the: Saints obtained, : by: which; 
Py they 


| 
| 


tt we A — er—_ + y- 
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7660: they rRightoouſnefs, '#nd were acter d with 
uIyowrhe Aord,!! OLE Hg for youth, 

dota pe v1 'S i : 
wines the Fanh of Fatt. 5s" ne | 
that by which'rhe juſt Lives, "Ve" $6 ic | 


S this Faith, w the: 


Turn nd 
with Sin anc 


Wark; and that all Men 
Ad Gini inn fois thr 
3 wad chis is" it which 


of i, ard Aga abide 
they ah 


5 Vas Ks I have heligied. as; 
Charat YR 
DE Ht, EE lat uatos 
Q _ Ve 
i om. your Sins, . 10. allo ery 
gu ; fo ons 25.-Ye. abidg in, that bee 
fe Servants Sin,,, a8d& {0 free from, 


f, CE 
Ricftion n; and herein, have ye. ered: 
MD ried the Truth, ,. and with the Truth 
kh "EY ta, be Teproved, 1 » Who . hold 
our Church that God hath relpected 2 cere 

ſnag, of Perſons to himfelf, without cauſe. or: 
in them ſeen or may oe that theſe he. 


Ref unto Salyation, 
that chat pore i ſhall be ſaved I _ trace oj; Gy a 
e reſt are under an _irrevoeable Negxce.;oF 
5 cg for when ng; way ef Salvation. is kfs., 
nor no effeFtua? means found for the Salvation of rhern,, 
that Doftrine bgrol Go " of -yaur Father tua, 
vil, YR w0g ack 76, 79 the e baginauag ; if be 
A HER © hamſs bus if ye tell aLypix 
is of hm: from. im. is this Doftrine ſprung , 
who rules in the: Kingdom, of Darkneſs, and deſires 
that here in ight 008 the Tory of che. Tragh, 
ry 5.599. LIE this ow 


eg 2 ak 
ly v5  Whuls yo 1 Le Mean uMe 1s. 
bk "oe Fvg of them, thatchey: are tin 
d, ant wht "Sin gever they live. in,;cannot 


mar 


inthe Faith, warchfaf co, that in which-ehey» 1660. 
| Id then the power of this faich.camgs tg. v7 


—_ then; "and faqs 


15 5 thou Condit a 'Or 
works” cannet alrer nor 
change God's Dectees. 'And many ſuch like 'Reaſon- 
infis as'this earn they from the Deceiver within,4nd 
from the Pectivers without , and he-dMd is perfeva- 


vwothers that th arent EleQrR,' butate &f the 
_ nuirtiber,! which the Pricks ſar, noSalvation. 


nor 'Redemptivn is for; and. ſo-th paky w—Slgoaas 
courſe, and ſpend their time in pl: 
but'po to Hell 'in'the' end ; and all pots 


and $.) and Stritneſs , and- Abſtinence reg 


Pleaſure, - and whatever they. 
the' e of. God. 


And ſo by theſe and ſuch like y Nora Eras, 


doth the Devil uphold his Kingdom,and keep you from 
him, or Believing on him, who L the wa 
ther,* Chriſt 'Jefus the Light of the Worl 
who bphnt every Man with, the true-Light, with 
whnctr ern © "few that which was ht in Dark- 
ne6s; (whichis the Reprobate ſtate,) and be led out of 
it according to Chriſt*s words, who faid, 7 am the Light 
the World, he that believeth on me, ſhall not abide. in 


kmeſs, but ſball heve the Light of Lift : He faid-not | 


if-the- Eleft e on me, Che that) d 


tern” to \every 'one that cometh into the Wor ; and 


1s-enlightened with this'true Light; and -this is the 
love of God to the Sons and: Da ughters of- Men, who 
wills nat the Death ' of them char do dye, [mark] 
them arexeprobatet] that do dye wil it.not, 


wnern aired ha hey od na and live.-;, rye 
would live-w 
eurning; 7, ber the Sword" of tn 1 few is 5 dra again 


bz your 


SITE: dy.am- 1660 


Sinners WYVVY 
Joon you {baff 
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> of it... 
of Scotland; and t6 
of what People pts Cqun- 


cretaf your Hearts, a Words, and Porgoes inthe 
a-thing; nondraey 3 wently is working in you, for 
inav ave reproofs of Inſtruction, which the Scriptures 
&ay-ix the way of Life 3 and the way of Life is bur 
ne;"and having found it, every one in your OWN 


tiulars, then mo follow. nor hearken tothe 

myers 6 a eerie Gd 
u a , an 

ef Met Ms eo Death 2nd Dark- 


Rte Sata aor0 be Fan And theſe 
thas they have an omen pant Ito 


yet te 

alfe; that abmany of you. AS EVET Tb be ſaved, ne 
fave: before you nds bosn. Then to- whar purpoſe 
mall: their Preaching ou,.if. they cannot convert 

Ted Perſon.cannot/linuntsCon- 

deninorion;! where Thea is rhe uſe! of theiy Mhaiſtry, 
whick they have: $9-mmany Thoulamds of Marks, and 
Hundreds of Pounds a Year _ If they anſwer and 


ſay, 


_Þ Defeription of thy Cunpof rote. 


2660 o oy, this.s the. Meals. to, ater | ; them that are e- 
» Iefted.. 


'Tanſwer,.G for by Wag «orb 


MEANS ,. An Were Oh he: 

freely ”" without Money or Price; ge the- Sous of of 
Men; who hath ſo. lovea the World, that he hath gi- 
ven. Is only, begotten Son ;. a means and a way of 
Salyarion.,-\for as many- as believe;on/him-; and he is 
the Grace by which the Saints were! and are ſaved, 
which appeareth' to all Men, and bringeth Salvation 
figs unto. all Rs .reſpe& of Perſons, who/are 
lit by. him to deny Ungodlineſs and Worldly 
L $, and to live Sober and Righteouſly in this 
eſent World : Burt if ye ſtill continue to be taught 
by them that turn the Grace of God-into' wanton- 
ves and deſpiſe that which ſhines in- the Heart, to 
Iead' out of {Wi which it makes manifeſt, then ſhall 
you periſh Yong ſaying, and in theday of your 
Calamity ks Miſery, ye hall know and confeſs to 
Jour unſpeakable Sorrow-and Torment, that: a Prize 
Ras out into. your Hands, and a way of Life, Res de- 

clar and. made 'manifeſt ; but ye loving-your 
and. Tni quirics, your Delig ghts td Pleaſures, which 
the ron. Ke ad way of Life appeared againſt ; were 
of. this free Salvation, and fo your Con- 
ena ye ſhall confeſs to be of your rt ves in that 


Day, when God the _— eous Judge will: be clear 


of. all your Blood ; and then ſaying God is partly to 

_— NE "Man is partly to boms that Men _ to 

will not ſerve* turn, which one of the chief 

Prefs of your. Scotriſþ Church affirmed, (Henry Fore- 

ſide Prieſt of Lingich.) But his Folly and many ſuch 

blind Guides 1s now made manifeſt with the Lis 
W 
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to their ſhame. 


Many more of the DoCtrines of your 'Church- are 
re ovate and for Condernnation with" the Lipht ; 


-which Light, as the diligent” Reader comesto mind 


in its wotking and breaking forth, they ſhall fee and 
be able.to meafure and try your DoQtrines therewith, 
.and will be: able to comprehend your Deceit in many 
other of your DoEtrines, which now I am not free to 
inſiſt upon. As of Sanctification,' in which ye allow 


"an: unfanAtified:part to remain, and fo never bring, 


People to know nor to hope for the thorow cleanſing, 
which the Saints, witneſſed, except it be after death, 
when no ſuch work can be wrought: And alſo your Dc- 
Qtrine of Juſtification in Sin will be ſeen, and God's 
Righteouſneſs will be cleared againit your Lymg and 
Deceit : And ſo of Adoption, and Refſurrettion,'and 
Glorification, and what elſe is preached amongft you, 
will be ſeen with the Light, by them that. love it, to 
which I commend them, in whom' is' fmncerity of 
Heart, and ſhall proceed a little further to. your Or- 

dinances.' | 
1. And firſt concerning that rotten Tradition'which 
you calf an Ordinance or Baptiſm, namely, 'your cait- 
ing a tew drops of Water upon the Face of an Infant 
of about Eight Days old ; this you call an Ordinance, 
but could never yet find out the 'Inftitution thereo® 
by Chrift nor his Diſciple , for any ſign or fignifica- 
tion whatſoever ; much leſs can you prove it to'be the 
one-Baptiſm, neither can you prove that ever any ſuch 
thing was done by any of them : So ye have neither 
M 2 Precedent 


which they” are rien'upagainft; but" they:ſhall-not 1660. 
proceed! wir farther, for their Skirts are diſcovered Av 


— 
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1660 Prepedent nor Precept from the Hoty Men of '\Godl ; 
UYV and therefore well may T-call it n rotten” Tradition, 
that hath not ſo much as a Precedent 16 ſupport” ft, 
except it.be 2 Popith one, from whence it ws derived, | 
from the: Whoriſh Chlarch 'vf Razz your; Mother, * 
whom you-rail agaiaſt in Words ,'2utl obey m her | 
unwarrantable Practites, and with-ter {hall you have 
your Portion. : Now this concetred:Chatmier Trick, 
of caſting a few Drops of Warer upan Childrens Fa- 
cs, Þ po call Baptiſm, wherein you have' proclaimed , 
to all underſtanding People, that from the greateſt of 
you to the: leaſt, yow are all ignorant'ot.cheBapriſins | 
the Scriptures ſpeak of, which had y Time&andSer- | 
vice, and ended in that which abides for ever ;' and | 
ſo being ignorant of them, have in ther room ſetup | 
the jeat gronad in che Jeripenres of Trard; melee 
ie | an the Scri of-* neither 
15 mentioned therein ;; poo was it invented many: Years 
after ; and then was it ardtituted by the Pope, obeyed 
by the Papaſts, and fince continued and obſerved in 
your Scottiſh Church, which from thence is (| 1 
Bur the true Baptiſm is that which was inſtituted 
Chriſt, and is owned and witneſſed by the Saints, amd 
denied by the Rowifh and Stottifþ , which Baptiſin is 
into the name of the Father, Son: and Holy Spirit, 
which Name 3 a ftrong Tower, and all that ave Bap- 
rized' into it, find ſtrength in it, and kelp againft 
Temptations ; and mm the time of Trouble, - find' de- 
{iverance by it; and this the Saints witneſſed, who 
witneſſed'the one Baptiſm, by one Spirit into one Bo-- 
dy ; for faith the Apoſtle in Rom. 6. 3, 4. For fomany 
of us as were Baptized into Jeſus Chriſt , were Baptized 


into 


EM 


iuwto 


Lie; be 


Baptized witlehe one'Baptifen, * 


ketie(s 


. dy of Sindeftroyed ; and henceforth being dead un- 
to Sin, they ſerve it not ,- but witneſs Baptifm 
which now Saveth , making clean the Conſcience 
in the ſight of God , by the waſhing of Regenera- 


ion. 

Now all People that deſire farther to know of 'rhis 
one Baptiſm, which is a dying urto Sin, and a'chedh- 
ſing or waſhing from the filthmeſs both of Fleſh and 
Spirit, you muſt turn your Minds to the manifeſta- 
tion of God's Spirit within, which is given freely of 
God for you to profit withal; and with it will you 
ſee the Spots that remain upen you, notwithſtanding 


your eutrward traditional Baprifin , of whar fort'br- 


manger fever it be 5 and alſo ir will give you to tin- 
derſtand, that the Baptiſm which i the Anfwer of a 

Conſcience , and which is the fimilitnde of 
hriſt's Death which is unto Sin, is yet wanting ; 
and fo by waiting in that which maketh manifet 


thoſe things which ye ſhould dye unto, then will ye-/ 


feel the aame'of God revealed in you, which ist 

ſtrength and power which only 1s able to kilt Sin; 

and traftmgand beheving in this, the true Paith tortes 
firlt. 
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| 1660 firlt to be witneſſed, and then the one Baptiſm-which 
LV cleanſeth and purifieth , will be witnefſed , which 


bringeth into the everlaſting Covenant which God 
is making with his Holy Seed, which he is now ga- 
thering from under all the Shadows, and alſo from 
among all the Inventions of Men, to ferve him in 
Meekneſs and Fear in that Worſhip. which is inward 
in.the Spirit and- in the Truth, 

2, The next thing, is your imitable Cuſtom of Eat- 
ing and Drinking Bread and Wine, which you call 


a Sacrament of the Lord's Supper ; and in this imita- 


tion ſtands much of your dark Fellowſhipand' Com- 
munion ; but no warrant from Scripture have you 
for any ſuch Practiſe ; for Chriſt nor his Apoſtles ne- ' 
ver commanded Swearers and Lyers, and Covetous 
Perſons, and Fighters, and Perſecutors, that they ' 
ſhould obſerve any ſuch thing at any time, ſuch as * 
ye are; for when ever ye Eat or Drink, -itiSunwor- | 
thily, as ye your ſelves ſometimes confeſs, and ſo your 
Damnation mult needs be the greater. 
Notwithſtanding, Chriſt the ſame Night he was 
Betrayed, gave his Diſciples his Fleſh to Eat, and his 
Blood to Drink (Figuratively,) who afterwards was 
to partake and injoy him, in that which was ſignified 
by the Bread and the Cup, when he took Bread and 
Bleſſed it, and faid, Take Eat, this is my Boay,..which 
they took and Eat, and diſcerned his Body, of which 


they were Members; and as oft as they did this, 
. they remembred him , who faid, I go away, but 1 


come again : And ſo alſo the Cup, he ſaid was the new 
Teſtament in his Blood which they then participating 


of, and keeping in remembrance him who died, who 
| Was 
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was to be raiſed up from the Dead: through Faith and 1660 


Patience, they come to have the new Covenant in ww 


ther. Hearrs, which was the ſubſtance of the Figure 
in, the:Blood, they being firſt therewith ſprinkled trom 
an evil. Conſcience, and waſhed in their Bodies with 
pure Water, which is one with the Blood : But how 
far ye are from this ſtate, let God witneſs in your 
Conſciences, and your own Mouthes bear witneſs. 
Now notwithſtanding Chriſt did inſtitute fuch a thing 
as this among his Diſciples, who: had followed him 
in the Regeneration, and had-continued with him in 
his Temptations, this was nothing to them who be- 
lieved not on him, neither is it any thing to you 
who are curſing them that bear witneſs to him, that 
he is come a Light-into' the World, and hath _ 
every Man that. cometh into the World ;' and that 
witneſs he is come again the Second time without 
Sin unto Salvation, according to his Promiſe ; theſe 
you Curſe and Perſecute. So- your Cup is not the 
Cup of Blefling which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, 1 Cor- 
Io, 16, which is the Communion of the Blood of 
Chriſt, (which cleanſeth from all Sin;) neither is that 
Bread which they break, the Communion of the Bo- 
dy of Chriſt; for Paul faith, they themſelves were 
the Bread and the Body, which is but one ; but this 
he faid he ſpeak to Wiſe Men, and if any have an 
Ear, let them hear ; but as for your part, ye are fo 
fooliſh and unwiſe, that the Bread ye break, is mate- 
rial Bread, (which feeds nothing but the Carnal Bo- 
dy,) which is no part of Chriſt's. Body, that” is hid 
from your Carnal Eyes, and ſealed from your Carnal 
Imaginations ; and if his Second coming, which is 
without 


= 


1660 without Sin ye cannor-truly believe, his firft coming 
WYV onl wilh ack fave you , and your and Wine 
"JS will ever bring aoy. of. vw truly eo: know: nor rot 
116 raember his Death, nor to- ſhew i forth ; for tin that 
Hy! - he:died, hedied umo Sin: Neither will hrs coming be 
lo unto Salvation, when he 6 again umtt) 'you, but 
unto Damnation , who di not his Body, but 
Curſe . and Perſecute his Members. Bur all that 
deſire to know the Supper of the Lord int Si oo 
they png ty. wht—y Heart ,, whi 
cometh from Chriſt, and that will ſhew them thar 
which hath Crurified Chrift, and ſlain the Lamb, and 
{8d the Juſt in their own particulzrs ; and then 
fear of God being placed in the Heart, and the 
want. of | Chrift being felt , who by Sin and through 
Tranfſgreſſion is Crucified afrefh,-therr ſhaf you 
-cretly come: to feet a Hope of his Refarre&ton; and 
fo thets as oft! as ye Eat and Drink , it will be in 
the frar of God, and in remembrance of your 
own Unworthinefs; and alſo in remembrance of 
him who is come to ſanftifile the Creatttres ; which 
as he. comes to be raiſed to Life, wiich hath been 
flain mm you, this Appearance 1s the: Second' Ap- 
pearance which is without Sin unto Salyarion ; and 
xl ye witnefs this, as oft as ye Fat ant Drink, do 
it in the fear of God, and in remembrance of Criſt, 
fo ſhewing forth his Death tf he comes, whowhen 
he comes, wil fhew forth his own Life, who is God 
.over all, bleſſed for ever, Amer. 
And theſe Two you call Sacraments, which Term 
you have as little ground for our of rhe Scripture, as 
you have to praQtice them ; br are delighring your 


telves 
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ſehtes lin ſehteslin/ thi qonks-df: y ar: own Hands, and. giving 
Narhes\eo:whht you-idolize, bke thei Heathens 
Idblators before your But if you ſay they are obli- 
git Mifterics? Fanſwer, chow .comes:tt fto-pals,” that 
yarwhobavebceno-long exercifed-thereiniate no 
to: Gods but rembin'!jg; the: olalarion 
ofisy owe Wantls, york Strangers: to hin+;; that one. of 
bwn:Pticfts ſaid-to -a Company of you in my 
(wc tg,:that the Towing of Oxen, end the-bleating of 
ron - wonld g v8 \ as good an account of - what God- and 
Chriſt wes., at iyour Anſwers would -ao,-if ye-were asted. 
But your-Idols: ſhalt be-broken-,-'ahd their Names 
ſhall you: be-aſbatmed of, as they were: afhamed of 
the. Groves and the green-'Trees; under: which they 
had.-worſhipped their Tdols, whom God confounded 
before: y1ou.: And then your Water-and -Wine, 'and 
Calisj-and ſuck like things which.-you .call- Sacra» 
our Maſi-houſes,vs hich,youcall Churches, 
romer pars aus Rope's:Crols,; your \Predecefſars , 
x rater yy all-add-to your: ſhame.and- far- 
row: Therefore!whilſt-you- have--time, - hy-i afide 
theie Garnal and; Fookſh-Traditions , and *coine. to 
the. Light»which -Jets.-Pevple ſee! over them! all ;; ro 
the: or ikm it. &/f,,andito the Supper: (and Table 
of the Laid), atfelfj.androthe Church t tel, which 
i522 God:ther Fathar -of our: Lofd: Jeſus Chil, ag 
you'may tead;-:1 'T hef. 1, '24!': 

And laſtly, the Diſcipline of your "Church, doth i 
pear .contrary+to- the Diſcipline of the true Church ; : 
and-mn this particular ye have ſo far. proceeded. al- 
ready, within, theſe few Years, that ye have there- 
by 'much | manifeſted your ſelves eyen to many, who 
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"7 you; torr this fnouy Sade Tookind 


g 6 4 A | "» ” 
Hr "et v6 ol Tar ) ther thee. 
ſe 4 Ee ki arokhger Peopte: beyjits 
anqIYyow to | 
Progr wok Lily che Path. of Pont -and-n "the 
© ofinefs 1 anding Tal 
ys, wh dodle griey" TI 


s f wi Miſchiof wy the Amperh ma: vhit 


TEE 'nhother-;// 
a for their Te Coro and | 
Me Peop'Gr 


fy ' fa: But you; who ave 
* Church 2 called z” mnde ups of +fach ns 

I oaks n6ther conſe 10 wphald! your Fel- 
d;. for i ary who have-beew'ort with you 

fe ings r6 meritionett; doth carte to "fee 
wherewith Chriſt horh Hghred them, 

cheſs" things are diſplating'tto God, y-aund fo 
res 
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Yates "t6t--g0-01-with you any lotgar! in them, but i450 


Hgeelares- | : , your: 
week Raling;-andÞ 1s. wich Goib-q.xdnb that, war 
| "nor Drink j4nor Buy nar Sell Qh":a- 
'bominible depth of Satan. 'This is rhe way youhave 
—_— keep People. from believing in the 


nd from deparrmg_ from your:Carmpt: 
ra8tices.- Ini ſhort, this 15,a5yaur, 
the Feips Uid,- who wore .the 'Crucifiess of: thoLord 
of Life 3*if atty then'did confels himtobeche Chriſt, 
that ſaid; 7 9 the Light of the World,. =ha lighteth 
every Man thet <ometh into the World, they maait be 
caft-out of their Synagogue; [mark?] out of the Sy- 
nagogues of the 'Unbelievers-'and Crixtifites. Such 
as ye, who cannot, ner will 'have any' Belidwihip 
with them; "that Believe in the! Light ;thac they 


not be Ykeunto- theirs, except ye Repeat. . 


Lc fr tnade /Children of Light, - bour' latter end 


Furthermore , the Apaltle gxhorteth- che Cara 
thiass, to'ddiver the-Tnceſtuous Perſon to .Satzh, for 


the deftruttfon of the Fleſh; that his Soul might te 


ſovet in ti tay" of the Lord:;- but! heidid:mor: jit- 
rend the deſtraftion of'-his Body , a3-ye' wi 

db, who thirft after Blood', to aflwage the Plane . 
of yaurEnvy'; But the Lord will quench that Flame, 
ind yethar deſire Blood; fhall have Blood to drink. 
But the Apofte- fought not- with Fleſh and Blood, 
but againſt 'Spirituel Wickednels ,- and againft. Ti- 
teſt , and Farnication , and Idolatry ; bur ye: make 
War againſt the Fleſh and Blood, and ſeek the De- 
Arufion of the outward Bodies as muck 'as .in 


you lies ; but thofe who believe 42 the Light , .aad 
| N 2 truſt 


roo g: efcription.ofthe:Chupdhigt+Scntiand, © 


$5 EE rea. AA. 


1660 xrtiſt:an' the: the; God of. gu $4) atigp me” 
Jo%o alt: kaphs out, of and, Wark ; ih | 
f Tak 
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and''froat-your:Cruel Teeth; K. - Api | 


will fayyial ugh: we 'bave ny eriming] Fact to. 
to::their.Cha 4 chem ec be. 0 {por 
Ehurch,oÞ we } yer they, arc dldret 
andiitwas Pasl!s &>, hat aw; Sha" 9s, gs 

Firb frontchrFiinfhynd eons noni "grs; Tj 


\ſwer, \if this;were obſerved among SES, i 
be 'none 'found'-to reject z for all would WE 
-be rejedud:: And-tis the reaſon, wales ploeer 
comes enki Medabors. of Sree ry 2 Fly 
yOu? 'becauſe:of . > —ney wh 2nd, v5 - 
\ruption'in — [Ki _—_ 
[you -calt'H acalics ghd (nc 
Wrowye who. wrote -the- dint. 
tion. of. ther Holy Spirit ; —_ Gps 
we we belive? in: rhe trys: 'Light.,ahat, ighte 
Mari; that':cometh inte the. Vy aflyl; oe 
-hef you 6albHerefie: wit We; beleyertl £ 1 
wherewith/cery Man is enhglxened 4:15:A 161 
16; lead :all-that follow aad obey; it, to. &ter 
Life) and'this/you call Hereſie. And_.that Fhis "ho 
is the: Parteft! _ Heavenly Gift of 59%, ow 
Soever yaeldstbimſelf zngo, cha, 
tlicreby-be tran{lated-from; ;Datknets. and c Frogk 
-thereof- whith is; Sin'y3 andybe 9A rig] I- 
—_— and-holily inch Lite ;: Lad chal you-call 
eſte; - Andi many. more things,,which/in- the Scrip- 
tures arg decal 4 one vy0: elicved and Gy 


— ____ 
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do you call 'Herefie 3 48\ rhay appear ih a Book/lats- '7860 
fy 'publifhed by! the Presbytery at” Earb0y9u9h4,- to Coy 
| their ſhame, called a Teſtimony avant the Peririon 

for Tolleration ; wherein your envious and bloody 
Spirit is ſufficiently ſet forth to every Judicious Reader, 
againſt the Life of the Scriptures, and whomlgever 
into it 1s come: But your Ca#z#iſ Spirit is feen, and 
your End is at hand, and your Reward {ſhall be ac- 
cording to your Works. 
And now all ye People of Scor/aud, in whom is 
Sincerity and Simplicity, pnto whom this {hall come, 
confider 1n the Fear of the Lord, where you are, 
| and who you are joined with, and againſt whom 


ye take part, while ye abide in this Church ; and 
i ſearch the Scriptures your ſelves, and fee whether 
"thete things be fo-or -nay and -come out -from:- a- 
mongſt them , and partake no longer of their Sins, 
leaſt you partake alſo of their Plagues, which is near 
coming upon them ; and praiſe the Lerd who hath 
{pared you until now, and cauſed his Light to break 
forth to diſcover their ways and works of Darkneſs, 
before ye are overwhelmed by his Judgments. And 
as in {incerity ye come to try theſe things with 
the Light, in it ye will fee more Light, and by it 
an Underſtanding will be opened in you, to fee in- 
to their Abominarions and Deceits, beyond what is 
here declared. But if ye rejett this the day of your 
Viſitation, then ſhall ye be ſhut up in Darlineſs au 
our Ignorance {hall increaſe ; and: your Hearts ſhall 
hardened, and ye made fit for the indignation-ard 
wrath of God, to be poured forth upon you, - when 
the meaſure of your Iniquities ſhall be filled up. 
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LETT IBR 
Stephen Criſp, 


MAYOR 


COLCHESTE R. 


Friend, 


before thee, #nd it is trot purpoſe to aggra- 
vate thy Mind agairift any, ed hard Speec 

nor to tive or procure afiy thing but what is as juſt 
for 


T is in thy Heart in love, = theſe few things. 


"704 ____ Jl Letter from Sik On, _ 

r654-for thee to grant, as it is for us to have : bis in cot 

eJAr {ideration of the weighty Charge committed to thee, 
and the many ' Difficulties that thy Charge is accom- 
panied with , and the little Experience that thart or 
ans, Flan cn have, if wading Sidugh & Diffcr 
rice, they being occaÞbned by things n hap 
ed, even but now, in the latter part 6F*our Ape, 
And fo if thou ſhouldeſt haſtily and unadviſedly aQ, 
there might be enough Cauſe, and too little time 
for Repentance. TI fay, conſidering thefe and fome 


other thipgs;, 'J-cortfd+.not,well -gmu {pt theſe 
few Lines. þeforeirhee, wie i hes ye in 
En 


Love, as tliey are written, I hive/my d my 
Deſire concerning this Matter : But however , m 
Reward is with the Lord , who knows the fimpli- 
= of my Heart, which I alſo deſire to manifeſt to 
F | 


len. "20 5: 
(Tlikreforgf ſeeiltg thef God df Heav 
Eartly is ths SupKam Cowmnſellor, ot Ki 

Potentates, and of them"that are"Under them”, aff 


that none that depart from his pure Counſel, knows 
how to rule or be ruled; (which IT think none will 
deny;) and that God hath fent his Son Jeſus Chrift 
into the;World,- to declaye oe and Counſel un- 
to the Sons of Men ; -and* that his Ceunſel, yta his 
Command is to Men, that as they would Men ſhould 
do unto them, ſo they ſhould do unto others. Firſt, 
Then, whether thou would willingly, (if not a Ma- 
gilttate, but of -a difterent Perſwaſion . from: the; Via« 
aiſtrare,) that that Magiſtrate, ſhould viglent] perl 
cute; for -tifat thy Perſwafion. And yep ly, 1 t 


be;of a: Perſwaſjon-concerning. the Worſhip of God, 
NF | and 
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and believeſt that he requires fuch things at thy Hand ; 1664 
then, if Men - ſhould: require the ER: thee , wwe 
xhether. it would-be fafe- for thee - to forſake and 
relinquiſh ſuch Hoy Peateaieny and deſiſt ſuch thy 
Practice only. for- that- reaſon, becauſe thou art-requi- 
red. thereto by Dio eng on- Earth than thy ſelf ? 
And "Thirdly, Whether the/ Witneſs of God 'in thy 
Conſcience, -be not- more anfwering to our Lives and 
Converſations though we 'do'not Conform, than it is 
tothe Converſation of them that live in Prophane- 
neſs :and. Wickedneſs, and yet do Conform ? And if 
ſo then if thou ſhouldſt turn thy Sword upon us, and 
let. the Wicked walk on every- fide. unpuniſh*d, as 
they havedore,whether thou a&t*ſt not contrary to the 
witneſs and Teſtimony in thy own Conſcience, and 
ſo art found kicking againſt the Prick , which will 
prove a hard work in the end. 

Again the Apoſtle Paul faith, Row. 13. 3. Rulers 
ere a Terror to Evil Doers, and a Praiſe to them that do 
well ; Therefore the Sword comes- not upon us juſtly, 
we muſt have. done -fome'Evil : But our: not being 
actually ſubject . to a Command of Man, (which was 
never: commanded for the Lord's fake,) is not an F- 
vil in it felf, and that which is not Evil in it ſelf, 
no Man nor Men can make evil by forbidding it. Ir 
was as.lawful for Danie/to pray to God after the De- 
cree was Sealed , that none ſhould pray to.'God or 
Man, fave to the King, for Thirty Days, as/it was 
before; and he practiſed that which was lawful in 
it ſelf, notwitſtanding the Decree which called it 
unlawful. And it was as lawful for Shadrach, Meſbech 
and Abednego to. keep om, IIS an Image, 
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go Ghomiog $01.98 Iddl ;after, the: Proclamation and 
the noe of Muſick as it; was:before; 'and they 
did ; notwithitanding that which: calld it-unlaws 
ful.” And: it: was as lawful for the:Apoſttes to Preach 
im. the Name of Jeſus, after their being forbidden by 
che Rulers, as. before ;; for: that which: .is-g20d and 
lawful 11n, the fight of God;. can neyer be: made evil 
or unlawful. by: any; Manor Men- whatſoever: and 
fuch., who are;exercifed oin-that which is:good in it- 
ſelf, -need not fear the Magiſtrate: nor-his Sword; 
for ſuch; ſhall never ſuffer by it, till the Sword and 
Judgmeat- be turned-backward; And if fo, let fuch 
g0 on,' paticatly icontinuing in well-doing ,..carmmit- 
ting their Cauſe to God, who will plead/it in his own 
tine | , | : - _ PI" ; 


- 
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:, Much Thave to ſay of this: Nature; but T ſhall-en- 
deavour Brevity, and not. to9 much ſpend thy Pas 
tience ; , conſider. alſo. how: little profitable Violence 
and- Cruelty can be- any. way: to- thee, -ar- hath. been 
to:them | that,; have; gons bekare -thee;:and\on the os 
ther hand',. how. little-Detriment: Moderation: hath 
been: to; any that! have |been-- exerciſed” therein; .and 
kt the. fear-and; the dread: of-- the God: of -Heaven 
reſt vpon thee as:it ought to:doz 'ele thy Govern-- 
ment will: nat-ſhine nop he: honourable, but be ex- 
tintt-i9 Reproach agd- Qbſcurity, (in. the:Eyesof -So- 
ber Beople)+as: well as:others;: wha: for want of: has 
ving xegard' to- the:Lord: and the Afflictions. of his. 
People, and for want. of pleading ;the cauſe; of. the 

oppreſſed; have become @:praiſe to.-Evil; Doers, and 
a: Terrog: ta: them:that; did} well, ſo: much as Carnal 

Weapons. and: Yoleace , /anct. Wratit: of Man. oo 
6:4 | ECrrity 
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verrify-them ; wid thlrth . miniſtred caliſe of rejoycing 
to nonebutthe!Rude and /Ungudly;whothought 
be 'how formal ered denn foon'andrea; 
ty-be ( forcible-apainſt ' youy if they did-ſeer:it" ſtood 
witly"their Tuft: and! ungodly Liberty ;fdr being 
of 'n6-pood' Principle in: themſelves: they :are- like 
the Waves ofthe Sea, and now the- Wind" is: with 
you, [they rowt before you,! bur if the Wind" were 
apaalt:you, they' would i raw. upon pow ab faſt; 
though it were to your titter Rue and Contempr. 
And remember the- Times and Seaſons are in the 
Hind"ef the Lordy he commandeth the Winds and 
they blow, - lie gatherethghem again, and! they are 
lf; "he cauſeth/the Thunder'to utter forth his Voice; 
and''theTightning to:confumie as he liſteth ;- that the 
Sons'of ' Men 'might fear''and not count themſelves 
eſtabliſhed- but by him. ' And as concerning us his 
(—_ {uffering Servarits, who are:bowed to the 
urthen'of his :Ctoſs, -and-dare mot but follow him, 
thotigh ir1'a-Crols to our own Wills and the Wills of 
ethers, and 'had rather fnewr the wrath of 'Man by 
obeying him,” than Gods: Wrath'/by obeying Man'; 
we'have committed: the Trhoceney of our Cauſe to 
the Lord, 'and this we can 4nd witneſs for” the Lord, 
that he hath ſuppottedus,' ſo-thatowe have not faint- 
ed, neither at& weweaty,. neither ſhall we while we 
coritinfie- doing bis Will, for 'his 'Peacs tnd” Preſence 
is -with us, ant that i9our Rewardy 4d the renews 
ing of our [Strength and! Confidence, © And though 
grievous have becti'our Sufferings, 45:thou 'knoweſt, 
and' I believ&-more thari thy Heart*hath dented to 
oftentimes ', yet '46iwe or” murmure fot - rehing” at 
Rt 2 £::e 
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1664 the good, Harid' of 'our. God, : whb ! hath ſuffered your 
GY to. try us; tathertq;'/'But 'whercas it'ts now''come to 
thy: 1.ot;:to bear the burthen of Goyetnmetit of this 
numerous People, I' cannot hut'exhort 'thee-fo wait 
on 'God' for Wiſdom how to go. m and out! before 
them, -and to-put oni Bowels -of "arid Compadi- 
fion,- and let. not the Weapons of Cruelty be-foundt 
i thy! Habitation, nor the deviſings of Miſchief (a- 
inſt the-Innocent Y be: found in thy Heart; . for if 
there be, this, I tell thee in the name of the, Lord, 
that all thoſe Devices ſhall fail,- and not bring to 
paſs the effet intended by them, and. ſhall in the end 
leave.a Curſe. and Withergas upon- thy! Name; and 
a- Blaſting upon thy. Bleſſihgs; | ' Thou art now: the 
Third Mayor in this Town, fince lome' of 'us were. 
committed: to. Priſon for no- other m_ than -bei 

at a Peaceable Meeting of the People of 'God : An 
one leaves them bound ,, and another leaves them. 
bound, and':now it is the work that lies before thee,, 
to unlooſe the unjuſt  Bonds-:of, the Tnnocent, and to- 
eaſe and not aggravate the; Aﬀflictions of the AfMiQed, 
which will be a Work / acceptable. with ithe Lord. 
And in ſo-doing, thou will (as'thou ought to do,) 
weaken the Hands of the Ungodly, be a refreſhing 
to the Sober fort ,of People, who-are weary .of be- 
holding tuch grievous Perſecution, even ſuch: as. ſuf- 
fer little, of it : And .this. is the way -wheren thou 
and. thy - Houſe. may -be blefſed. + So I havg cleared 
my Conſcience to thee. in true Love, and ray Re- 
ward .is with the Lord ; and if my Advice finds ac- 
ceptance with thee, I have (as I faid) my End; - But 
however I am content in-my Portion, which * oP 
Ce 
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to the Mayoz of Colcteſter. 10g" 


Inheritance in Life and Immortality, with them that 1664 
are {anCtified through Faith inChriſt : On the Tryal -VV 
of which Faith, I fuffer Bonds, and have done theſe 

48 Weeks, in the Moat-hall in Colcheſter, where I re- 

main a lover of thy Soul, a Friend to juſt Fower, a 

obedicat to all good and wholfom Laws, , but a Wit 

nes againſt Uurighteouſneſs. 


The 1ſt. of the $ch, 
Month, 1664, S,.C. 
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ANOTHER 


LETTER 
Stephen Criſp, 
MAYOR 


OF 
COLCHESTER. 


Friend, 


—\HOU art now become the Ruler of a great 
and numerous People, among whom the _ 
en- 


of Knowledge and Underſtanding hath p 
tcoully ſhined ; and many amongit them have _ 
iſed 


App 
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Say 


Cy — — 


to the Mayo? of- Colcheſter. 
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ciſed themſelves more in matters of Religion, than 


166 4 


ever thou haſt done, and are come to be. fixed and > 


ſetled upon ſomething. as a Principle in which they 
make Conſcience of, their Werfhip towards God.: 

ad; their Teſtimony. of this their Principle, and 
their Profeſſion which hereupon they do profeſs, is 
dearer to them, than all that they have1in this World : 
And theſe are not like unto thoſe Teachers and Peo» 
ple, who being joyn'd to no Principle nor Retgion 
in themſelves, do ttand ready to take up a Religion 
from any, body that becomes greateſt. And fo a 
ever Carnal: Profeſſion is but back'd or promoted 
with the Carnal Sword, theſe Carnal Profeſſors are 
ready for, it 5 and ſo the former grows old, and 1s 
not eſtcemed worth the owning ; and fo-will this be, 
as ſoon as the Carnal or Temporal Sword 1s with- 
drawn from -it, as it was before. Bur theſc are tuch 
Men-pleaſers and Time-ſervers , which are abomina- 
tion to the Lord, who changeth nct, neither doth 
his Worſhip change.. 

And Friend , ſuch who are. come to be fixed as 
aforeſaid, upon a Principle of Religion, which iscer- 
tain and immutable, unto which the Scriptures of 
Truth, and the Teſtimony of their own Conſcience 
bear them witneſs , thou mult not think that the 
can, be '{o eaſily rurned afide from that unto which 
they were ſo hardly, and with ſo much inward Fra- 
vail and Tabour- brought ; for many have known a 
going through-a Vale of Sorrow and Tears, before 
we were'thus eſtabliſhed ;. and the Teſtimony of our 
Religion, - is not a light thing , that we took up at 
the Pleaſure of Man, and can lay down at.the Will 

and 
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1664 and pleaſure of Man. Nay, its not thy Frowns nor 
&OY Threats, thy Tmpriſoning nor Amerciaments that can 


deter us, 'nor weigh down the weight of that which 
is ſo weighty, that we can depend the ſafety of 'out 
Immortal Souls upon it, which is the weightieſt mat- 
ter of all. ws 
And therefore Friend , conſider in coolneſs, what 

a Work thou haſt lift up thy Hand to do, and in 
what power thou doſt it ; and whether it be able to 
hold to the compleating thy purpoſe, 'or nay. Did e- 
ver any fight againſt God and proſper ? And did not 
the Work of all Perſecutors prove Fruitleſs, to the 
ſhame of them that have been exerciſed therein ? 
Therefore ceaſe thy Works, and be till a little, and 
ſee if thou canſt find out any Matter againſt us, ex- 
cept in the Matter of our God. And if that be the 
Matter, TI tell thee, thou haſt a People to deal withal 
in this Town, whoſe God and Worſhip is dearer to 
them than their Natural Lives: And if thou ſhould*ſt 
ſo ſhut them up, and deprive them of that Comfort 
to their outward Man, which God allows, and Na- 
ture requires, as to bring any to the laying down 
their Lives for their Teſtimony, yet the thing thou 
{trik*ſt at, would till flouriſh more and more, and 
the Aſſemblies of them that fear the Lord, will yet 
daily increaſe ; and fo thy Purpoſe, and theirs that 
ſo much prompt thee on (to this Work) will be 
fruſtrated ; and then Anguiſh and Vexation will be- 
in to take hold on thee, and he that is thy greateſt 
acker in this Work , muſt ſtand by himſelf, and 
thou by thy ſelf, and ſhall not be able to help one 
another, and both he and thou will have a Reckoning 
to 
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to make, that will be too heavy for you. Friend, 1664 
This in true Love to thy Soul, was upon me from VV 
the Lord, to write to thee, and do heartily deſire it 

may be as tenderly received as it's written ; then will 

the effeft be good to thee, which is the deſire of me 

who am thy Friend, though thy Priſoner. 
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EPISTLE 
FRIENDS 


Concerning the Preſent and Succeeding 


I I1ME S 


Being a Faithful Exhortation and Warning 
to all Friends who profeſs the Truth, to beware of 
the manifold Wiles of the Enemy, and to ſtand 
armed in the Light of the Lord God of Heaven and 
Earth, (againſt his Aſſaults,) that ſothey may be rea- 
dy to anſwer the Call and Requirings of the Lord. 


; Alſo ſomething ſignified of the Miſery of the Succeeding 
H Times, that all may be prepared, and that the Evil Day 
may not overtake any unawares, but ſuch as turn away 
their Ear from Counſel. 


By one whois a Traveller in the way of Peace, and hath good Will 
towards all Men, and more ef. ecially ro the Houſhold of Fait b, 
STEPHEN CRISP. 


Let bim that bath an Ear, bear what the Spirit ſaith to the Churches. 


LONDON, Printed by T. Sowle, 1694. 
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Concerning the Preſent and Succeeding 


TIMES. 


Dear: Friends, 

d F OU whom the Lord hath reached unto in 
this the Day of his Love, and hath made 
known the way of [Truth and Righteouſ- 

neſs unto you, through the raiſing up of that holy 

living Witneſs of himſelf, that long lay hid and bu- 
ried in you, and hath brought you to a ſecret feeli 

of ſomething in you, that 1s worth the minding => 
regarding ; and the Lord cauſing this to appear in 
the day of your ſceking, asa Li diſcovering Dark- 
neſs, and its Power, by which ye were formerly 
holden, and given you by his Spirit a Senſe. and ſc- 
cet. Hope, that in this Light, the way of Delive- 
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rance was 'to be attdined unto; this Hope-made you 


GY V not aſhamed of the Light which before you hated, 


but you came to know and. embrace it, even while 
others ſtill hated it, and you for its fake: Yet your 
Hearts on with the Hope that did-appear 
therein, could not but ſo far joyn unto it; as tommake 
publick Profeſſion of it for its own ſake ; and for no 0- 
ther ends or deſigns, or intereſt at all, but with re- 
ſolution in that Light, to wait for the Salvation of 
God. Dear Friends, it is you aforementioned, that 
both now, and for fome Days and Weeks, my Heart 
kath been deeply: exerciſed concerning , even Night 
and Day; and the aboundings of the Father*s Love 
doth often overcome me, . and. draws me forth now 
to ſay and write theſe things unto you for your Ad- 
monition and Efgbliſhment..- - And indeed; rt/29* you 
who did thus rightly own che way" of Truth, and 
knew your Believing ts be che Gift -and Mevcy of 
God to your Souls, that I do aim at ; for thoſe that 
have taken up the profeſſion of the precious Truth 
upon by-xeſpetts and, Gniſter ends, and but for Rea- 
fons propounded in theit Carnal Minds, though I 
do pity them, yet I have not much at this time to 
fay to them but this, The Day ſball” detlare' them, and 
hes Garments ſball' not hide them. | 

But you, Oh-my Friends!'whohad'Feltowſfip with 
ws in the deep "Travels of our beginnings, and did 
come-to Truth 'the fame way, and-hive knownthe 
power and vertug of it, many tires. ovetcoming you 
ir your inward Man, which hath matte you ory onr; 
Lord,” evermore ive us of this Bread, and hath raade 
you x5 a-yatred Gardet, - Ob Friends # tow —_ 
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expreſs or fignife-rmto- you thoſe Longings; thoſe if 
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 abide'to the end of 'aff Trials 
7 Ten Adverfities, ard: | ' inherit 
' Crown of Immoralc that is Cliriſt Fefus 


nic Lord, and _— ncany Ge ' Verify 
; this is ff a ravet 


En might be: kept and' pre ſerve out of all 
Snres of the wicked one, which tmt for 
| eveit of thoſe that have 'beffeved. And 


in-dearand tender Fove, T have x few thmys 


ket {Ham -yott,. for the clearing of my Canſcience, 
Gig yl: xn in the fight of the Lord; 
atnf he Lor on alla tender and' an mnderflantd-” 


Heart, that. botk you znd T may yet have cauſe 


to ptaife rhe Eord in the” glorious Eight! of his: 


x uo which he hath: maniteſted among us, by 


his Sorr Feſus Chriſt ; ro whom belongs 


anvur and Clo 17, for ever, Amen. 
ind oh, dar Friends, i is in my Heart t6 pur 


in remembrance of that by which we were cal-- 
e> and convinced, whrictr as a Fonndarion Shes ro | 
ſe 


was laid intand” among you ; and ir being nntchan 
and unalterable in it ſei, doth polo alle of 
no alteration:or  change.in thoſe that are rightly kepr 
to if. 

Tr' was a Light” whiclt arofe in ottr Hearts; and ſhi- 


ned forth from God the Farher of Lights, EP 


in its appeatance the Nature and Pr of G 
both in is condemning Evil, which t my had, 
ſown or planted in us ;-and ,:alfowi | 


jaltifying every thing that was andho 


Body and Spi- 
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1665 and equal ; even thoſe Thoughts inour Hearts, which 
> wereof turning towards the Lord:, and ſeeking his 


Righteouſneſs ; - theſe Thoughts were juſtifed and 
encouraged by the Light, all the contrary diſco- 
vered and "doed, as they were brought to 1t to be 
tryed, Now this Light did our Souls rejoyce in, as 
they had good cauſe, though it. took away, our tqr 
mer Rejoycings ; our Pleafures in Vanities, and, Ini- 
quity died, our Glory in this World withered; our 
Friendſhip with the'Sons of Men decayed, 'and we 
ſtood in the Light and faw all theſe things, and were 
not ſorry at it, but waited daily to ſee theſe 
things more and more brought to. paſs ;;..neither 
was there a permitting our Thoughts to go out, how. 
we might prevent thoſe Damages, : or 'repair thſce 
Loſſes, but the Croſs of Chriſt was indeed our glo- 
rying or rejoycing. And the Hope that was before 
us, Jia make us deſpiſe the Pleaſures, Treaſures and 
Honours, Friendſhip and Delights of this World. 
And in thoſe Days, , you grew 1nto a feeling: of the 
Heavealy Joy, where the Hundred-fold was witneſſed 
in your Boſoms, -and the Zeal of the Lord was kindled 
by his own. Spirit in you, againſt whaſtoever this 
Light of Jeſus in the Conſcience did witneſs againſ ; 
_ the Lord beheld your Integrity and bleſſed yo 
and multiphed you, and added to your ſtrength = 
ſtature.; And then did the Fruits of: this glorious 
Work abound among . you , in:;Three more general 
and ſpecial effefts ; by which effects, or by their con- 
tinuance among you, - let all now: come to ſearch and 
try. themſelves , that fo, dear Friends, thoſe that have 
continued faithful jn them all, may perſevere in like 
| , ; manner 
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manner to the end : And thoſe who upon.true ſearch 1666 
| do find that they haye failed, and fallen ſhort in all vv 
or any. of them, ; may make haſte to. Repent, and to 
| turn to that which was the Root of them .all, that 
they, may, not. be found as fruitleſs and withered 
Branches, in the Day that cometh, leſt they be cur . 
off, and utterly conſumed, and blotted out from. a- 
mong. the living Branches of the Vine : For, a Day 
cometh, that "Truth will look into the Fig-Tree for 
Fruit, . and.Leaves wall not defend it from the Curſe 
and Blaſting. _ | 
The [Three eſpecial Fruirs that did ſpring forth 
from this bleſſed Root, and were and are to con- 


tinue and increaſe in us, and among _-us to the end, 
are theſe. 


1, Parity, manifeſted in a Godly Converſation. 

-2»:/Vnity, manifeited in dear and tender Love' one 
towards another, - | 

3- Faithfulne/s , manifeſted in bearing. a conſtant 
a faithful Teſtimony to the Things we had received 
and believed, though it were unto great Loſs-and:Sut- 
ferings. | 1.39 of 
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And againſt all theſe, doth the Wicked/one-ap- 
pear.,. to. ſee if he can make you barren (concerning 
them, -and that with divers Wiles and Subtilties, that 
he may preyail on you, and not be known tobe the 

Enemy , - but might ſo overcome you, as that yau 
; mpsno: fubmit: to-him, and then plead; for j co 
? and his Snares and. Wiles - as being; juſt, right, law- 
| tul, prudent, convenient, &c. But, oh ! dear Friends, 
Ict 
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1666 ler all be-wartchful and diligent to wait'in' the fenſe 
SHY V and true feeling of that Seed that never ff nor was 
beguiled;- and' you will: (everr the leaſt» of youy fee 
and comprehend his Workings.and Transformings, 
and be dehvered from them. 1-00- Mio Þ 
x. Parity and' Holineſs was a Fruit in you; which 

. doth yet flouriſh in many (bleſſed be the Lord) who 
are as watchfwl-and careful to- approve therhſelves'in 
obedience to 'the Light: of Truth  in- their 4inward 
parts, as ever, and find as great a neceffiry :both of 
trying and/judging with its Judgment as'eyer ;: theſe 
having thus waited, have renewed their ſtrength un« 
to'this very 'day; and do mount! up-is upon-the 
Wings of an Eagle; thefe are neither weary in r4- 
#inz - nor faint they in their walking But alas! 
Friends , even theſe do know with how great and 
manifold Afſaults they have been aſſaulted , and 
_—y and” ſee yo __ of wn = the A(- 
fault hath-prevailed-upen ſome, by working mto the 
Mind a fecret Liberty and ſuppoſed Enkergednels, 
wherebys a Careleſneſs hath entred ſome ; and-they 
having no Keeper, but the' meaſure of- Light revealed 
in- their -Hearts-and Conſciences, ſo ſoon as they came 
to be per{waded to ſlight the Reproofs of that, they 
ſoon erred'; and this ſuppoſed Liberty entred, That 
wow," after: F many Tears ſtrifteſs and circumpettion, 
 #hey ſhould not need now to ſtand fo ſtraitly to trythings 
and words as at ' firſt, becauſe now 4 day of more Liberty 
ws:come.” And this Liberty ſecretly prevailed againſt 
tharipure'Fearthat once was-placed+in-their Heats, 

- and 'apain{Þ'the very obedience of: /Trauth; inwardly 
in the ſubjeQtion'of the Mind', and: then yn 

| manfeſt. 
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- worthy, 'the Wor 
mm" a old Channel of the Wok; noo 
-again;: and the fingle pure Language, in the 
['Light, in the time of their Poverty and Simplicity, 
almoſt loſt and forgotten, and ſo the work of God 
-Which he wrought, in a manner laid waſte. --And 
;then when this Liberty is-entred and made uſe of, 
;as aforeſaid, oftentimes a ſecret Subtilty ariſeth againſt 
the; judgment of "Truth, either from within, or from 
any outwardly, that are grieved with this looſe and 
careleſs kind of ſpeaking -or ating ; which Subtilty 
leads to contend for it, againſt the Judgment, telling 
the Creature, Why theſe things are but ſmall things, and 
tittle things, and what, we muſt not ſtrain at a Cpat, 
.and ſuch like. Oh my-Friends | beware of theſe evil 
ſugeſtions of the. wicked one. How came- they to 
. be ſmall: and little. things, ſeeing they were great 
things with us'1n the beginning ? And how comes 
an; offence initlis; nature: to be light now, ſecing, it 
was heavy in the beginning ? Oh let got the greatelt 
Mercies 'of our God ſo- fill us, as to: make us flight 
or forget the leaſt Obedience ; but- rather..let ' the 
continuance of his Mercy, the more quicken you up 
unto a Zeal for his: Name and Truth in, all things, 
to be: found doing'and-ſpeaking according to the Rule 
-of Righteouſneſs, 'which ye learned in the Light,, in 
the day of your. being low. and little ; and then'no- 
thing will r:{e up and be exalted- inthe multitude of 
God's: Mereics', but that holy Birth which lives in 
Purity, when it is at higheſt, And fo that Life of 
Righteouſneſs will ſhine forth more and more, which 
Q 2 glorihes 


manifeſt outwardly ; the ARtions ſometimes blame- 1666 
and Speech again corrupted, and VV 


add: In Epiſthe to Friends rouncevaing 

7666 - glorifies God;' and feeks his Honour. Dear Friends, 
GO thatyemight be kept fo unto the end, is the brearh- 
—_ itravet of my Soul; and thatwherethisneg- 
> hath entred, this aforeſaid Corruption either 
in-Speech-or ACtion is to be found , that ye would 
receive the Word of Exhortion in Mcekneſs and Fear, 
n- which it was written unto you,” and may redeem 
the time, for the Days are, and: ſhall be :Bvfl ; and 
none will hold the Myſtery of the Faith, '(thar faves 
from falling in the Evil Day ) but fuck as do keep 
the pure and undefiled Conſcience , which none can 
do, but by perſifting and continuing in the daily San- 
Rification of the Spirit, and belief and obedience of 

the Truth; | 
2, A Sceond Fruit that was: brought.” forth from 
this-good Root,” was Unity ard Love one towards aft-. 
other ;* which bleſſed be the Lord, is precioufly pre- 
fervedin and among many to this very day ; who are 
fo: ſenſible of the divers operations of T'ruth in them, 
tobe all by one Spirit, that they are-ftill kept: of 6ne 
Heart and” Mind, given up freely ts ſerve the Lord 
in 0 in ther —_—— ; and are 
in this good' work as Strengthners and Encouragers. 
of  one' another, But notwithſtanding the Enemy 
hath been exceeding bufic , tolay and deſtroy 
this bleſſed efeRt alto, and that under divers Pretences, 
which the Lord ftill difcovered by bs own Light 
and Spirit in his People, who have Ing warted up- 
on. him ; but-many have been his Wiles, fometimes 
fitting and preparing Veſſels to rife up in the Fleſhly 
and Senfual Wiſdom, and to' traduce' and bring” in 
corrupt and evil DoQrines, to try who/were not ſound 
in: 
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in in.the Faith, that | may draw them"afide into a 
beat a Fr zeal jorſomethi 

the..Fruth,  and)which. they thar abodein'the Truth 
could-not qwn, but j and condemit in tlhe'Nante 
of. the Lord., Which when ſuch ſaw, —_ took there- 


Ver them i in Char then grew ſtubborn and wil- 
Ip and proceeded in ———_G that which ſtood 

ition to the Truth, - than ever they did for 
the ruth it ſelf ; and theſe ſometimes have preyaiſed, 
to the ſubverting whole Houſholds, and liave tured 
feveral' from the, Faitfr and rag ney that is inthe 
Goſpel, who, as well as thoſe t ubverted them, 
have © lot the fellowſhip of the Saints, and the ſavour 
of, Life, either ;in-themfelves 6r others, And then the 
Enemy perfwaded them allare dead to- the Iife bur 
them{elves :. And ſo. they grow to have a''tickling 
Joy. in what A and 4ay "1A obedienee'to- that 
perverſe and r private Spirit, and {6 grow'rþ 
to ſpeak Evil of. Dignities, and are unruly, ard dare 
againſt Heaven, and theny tht dwell and 


S 


inhabie init; whom God makes ts ſhine 25 Stars m 
the Firmament of .his Fower.-”” But alas''for dice ! 
my Soul pities thema!,>:u'hew- I foe How they- fport 
themſelves wirk their own Deceivings; but the day 
of the Lord is among; his -People , -which hath and 
doth, make than and: thew Spirit eranifeſk,. and therr 
Fruits alſo bave.maderhem manifelt. 


Bacher 
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which had not its Root in WWW 
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WW Unity, and difſolve'the/Bond.of *Arnity, s by. fow- 
Jearts 


ing ed of Jealoufic and Prejudice ir 

Ox; mn X error | 
they may ceaſe from the true and unfeigned Love, 
= 


in Whiſperings and Tale-bearing 3 which thbugh the 


-ſubtil Appearance alſo. - Oh dear Friends! remember 
how the: Lord hath dealt with'you,-and deal you fo 
one'by another. He hath not-ſoughr Occaſions againſt 
you, but hath long born and ſuffered, and exerciſed 
much Patience and Tenderneſs' towards you; y 
plainly reproving the Evil: in:you,' and not treafuring 
.1t up againſt you. -Oh Friends! be like-minded” one 
towards anothet; that-rhe 'Eneniy of your Peace'and 
Concord may be defeated, and you preſerved entire 
to one Head, even.to Chrift Jeſus ; and'ye may be 
one, and the Name of-the Lord may be one among 
.you.; and that which tends to the making cold your {| 
; Þ-= may be judged. in all; :and fo'Brotherly Love F 
will continue with: you 19the End: -/ PY 
Another way: which"the Enemy works, to ſcatter 
and to bring trom this*Unity , is, by leading' ſome 
who have believed, iato ſome-Sin and Iniquity, which 
the Body (that are in the Truth), are conſtrained to 


appear 
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_ in Japan agains _ wy tw fake ; 
.and;yet notwithſtanding the Party fo {1 z heing 
above the witneſs:in themſelves, which world bring 
them to.own.the:Judgment of the Spirit of, Chriſt in 
his. Church; they exalt 'themſelves above. the. Judg- 
ment, and ſeek to gain, to them; ſuch. whom! they can 
enter” by. their Wards and:Comphants, to take part 
with them againſt the Judgment, . and thoſe that 
paſſed it. ' Such were thoſe whoſe Words did eat (the 
:Apaſtle ſaid) as 4 Canker, of whom the Believers in 
thoſe Days were to be aware ; . for commonly-ſuch as 
have gone from. the Power that . ſhould -have;kepr 
them.clean, and-upright, they will alſo turn againſt 
the power in,thoſe that abide in it, "—_— they 
be drawn forth to reprove-and rebake them. , But 
let all fach know, that*s-not the way to berenewed ; 
and let all that take part with any that work Iniqui- 
ts know, that they .do but:defile their own Souls 
thereby, and:do but rend themfelves/ from-that Body 
which they. cannot praſpet out: of.” And therefore, 
dear Friends, beware. of _ with that :in your 
ſelves .or in others, which-the Power goeth: againſt, 
let the Pretences be, what they will ;. for that which 


doth Evil, will always: be.aptelt to: ſow evil Com-- 


pomngh of m—_— ; Tar fucli as = inthe —_— 
urmuri ainſt Judgmeat' paſſed u em, are 
much to be Fares ;:for they thereby Tanks them- 
{elves ta be. the more guilty.., and, yet the further 
from Repentance.. But, dear; Friends, watch unto 
that which gives you a-;living feeling of: the liying 
Body ,, which is the Church, that in 'all- things you 
may demean your ſelves as true Members of it, terving 


One - 
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1666 - one! anotheriin Love; and fubmitting your ſelves one 
WY unto another for the Lord's fake'; that in all plainneſs 
_— 1} as becometh the Fruth, _ ſeek 
; e| Unity which the Enemy ruth - 
enlPendo dothe ;1o ſhillye cominue to fe then 
one 'anothers -inevery - good work ; and' this 
fhall tend to the weakening of the Hatids '&f —=_ 
Enemies, / = ſeek to divide you, that they might 
rule over-you. Many other Deſigns doth the Wicked 
one «try, to break and divide , 'more than'can 
now be' named, or here inſerted ; but they are" all 
out-of the Light, and if you be in it,'you will fee 
them, and that will preferve you; for it's one, and'did 
make us one, and will keep-us to be of one Heart and 
Mind tothe end; if weabide mir. ' 

J. The':Third good effett which Truth did work ih 
the beginning in them who did truly receive it, was 
&gal and ——_—_— to. God), =$ _y own Teſti 
rh :to-what was manifeſt, 

in ich us Brigndy allen es Roe 
do daily encreaſe 'in Power ; to fulfil rhe fame 
The the: Mercy of the Lord doth EP 
his anſwer of: in the midſt of 
Tere ; doth Arm and Encourage chem, and they do 

TG nareecadutnd for ſhebcheLdeni tack win 
made a-way;, better than could have made 
themſclves.- | Yet the Enemy hath in- this matter ab 
been-very: buſie, :and hath prevailed with ſome uti- 
dei” divers Conſiderations or rather | Conſultations 
which he hath propounded unto-them. Bur, O Friends, 
be ye alli watchful, and take heed leaft any 'of the Fe- 
ſtimomes of Truth be laid waſte, for that which lads 

to 
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to be weary of - bearing Witheſs to the Truth; and to 1666 | 
lay it waſte, the fame will lay thee waſte, and bring 


thee into ſuch a State, as thou wilt want the Truth to 
bear witneſs for thee; and though it be hard for 
Fleſh and Blood (which hath no Kingdom but here) 
to fall into the Hands of Unreaſonahile Men, yet it 
is a more fearfu! thing to fall into the Hands of the 
Livirg God. And therefore let all Lukewarm ones, 
who are neither Hot nor Cold be awakened, and all 
that have gone backwards, be warned to return to 
their Firſt Love ; elſe the Lord will come againſt them, 
and the day haſtens that will divide ſuch their Portion a- 
mona Hypotrites, except they repent. 

But to touch at ſome of the Reaſons or Argu- 
ments, which he that abode not in the Truth him- 
ſelf, uſeth to draw others into this kind of Treache- 
rous Back{liding. 

Firſt, He appears to ſome to perſwade them, That 
their former Teſtimony was born more from an imi- 
tation of others, than from a work of the Power of 
God in themſelves; and that now, they not finding 
the Thing required of .them, they may leave off their 
Teſtimonies, or may do ſach _—_ as they have de- 
nied formerly : "This Snare doth the Enemy makeuſe 
of in theſe days. But mark, who it.is that he hath 
caught with it ; none but ſuch who ſometimes were 
low in their Minds, and dare not grieve the Spirit 
of God in themſelves, nor others, but for the Truth's 
ſake, could give up all things rather than their Te- 
ſtimony ; but in time growing, careleſs and looſe in 
waiting , loſt that ſubject ſtate, and grew high and 
exalted in their Minds, above the Crofs that ſhould 

| R 


have 
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1666 have crucified: the betraying Wiſdom ; and ſo baving 
SYV loft the'true' exerciſe of the Power, and. the feeling 
of the Excellency and Worth of the Truth: they 
knew not the Requirings of the-Lord ; and. the 
Farthly 'Mind got up, that placed a greater Eſteem 
upon Eatthly Things, than upon Things that are Ex 
rernal ; and fo things that once thou oftered”ſt up to 
God, thou takeſf again into thine own Hand, and ſo 
robbeſt the Lord',, and .groweſt careful about ovt- 
ward things, as other Geztiles are. And to cover thy 
Thame therein, the Enemy then tempts thee to belye 
thePower that once wrought in thy Heart, and made 
thee afraid to aQt againſt rhe Light, or .to deny the 
Teſtimony for God in ſuch things as was manifeſt, and 
then ſayſt, thou didſt it by imitation ; but thou ſhalt 
know thy Covering is.roo narrow., in the day that 

haſteth upon thee. | | 
Another Temptation. that the Enemy preſenteth,. 
is, That though thoy art. convinced what. to do, or 
what thou ſhouldiF deny, yet the: Tryaks are ſo hard 
and ſo many, and Perſecutors wax worſe, and. worſe, 
ſo that "thou ſhalt not hold out to the. end ;, and 
where he' can get entrance with this Bait, he ;pre- 
Tently cauſeth an Evil Heart of Unbelief and Doubt- 
ing to ariſe , which takes away even the ſtrength 
which the Lord did'give ;. and fo feeblengls -doth 
enter the Mind, and a Spirit of Bondage leads thee 
to fear again... And then comes the. Diſpute; in. thy 
Heart, whether thou ſhalt ſtand with the- Power-of 
God ih the Obedience , or whether. tliou ſhalt fall 
under” that Power that ariſeth againſt. God, and 
his' Truth ' and People ? And. in, this Combat FROu 
zaſt 


—_ 


the Preſent: and Succeeding Times. 133 


haft' a iſubeil Enemy ,' uſing; many;;Devices to ber. x666 
tray thee, and a part in thy 1elf, not. yet mortified, Wy 
that is _ to ſay, Pity thy Self , Pity thy Wife, 

Pity ' thy Children, and Pity thy Relations ; which 
it may be ſometimes, are. all as ſo many Inſtruments 
of Satan to ſeduce thee, and lead thee into Darkneſs, 
that thou. may?ft not ſee {o great: neceſſity m thy 
bearing up thy Teſtimony as. indeed, there is, nor 
ſo great a Danger in the contrary as indeed there 
is 


Oh Friends! at ſuch a time as this, where is there 
any help bat-in the. Lord ? Where canſt thou find a 
Saviour, but'in that. Light which gives to diſtinguiſh 
of the ſeveral Voices? Now: it is good for thee. to 
remember, "that.has if thou nalkeſt after the Fleſb , 
thou muſt 'and ſhalt ſurely Dye and Wither, Tao ſuch a 
| time flee, flee to the Lord, wait in his Dread to feel 
S thy ſtrength but renewed at - the. prefent, and take 
: no 'care for ſtrength next Month, next, Tear,. or next 
Tryal ; for God is God, and chaugeth- not ; and will be 
—_— to thee in Seven Trials as in Six, if thou beliew ſt 
and wait'ſt on him in uprightneſs. And therefore fear not 
Man, but truſt in the Lord, all ye that have known 
and"fele his Power, and let not in the Enemy. of: your 
Souls, by the Door of Carxa/\\Reaſoning , but keep 
that ſhut; -and rather conſider , - how the Enemy 
makes 'thee as a rejoycing among lus own Children, 
and 7 gr that: Hope 'in them, of their over- 
coming all others , as well as thee ;, which Hope is 
Curſt, and: ſhall be Confounded., . And conſider, that 
if thow ketteft tall thy Feltimony which, thoy haſt 
once"borm for the Lord, then makeſt the, Heart of 
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1666 . Ri cous fad, and makeſt rheir Travailithrougt 
WC Foe oats the harder for .them,/ by reaſon; of 
chy: encouraging: their Adverſaries by the. Hope as 


forefaid. And whatever Thou doſt,.. They muſt go 
thorom. to:the End, who-will inherit the Crawn of Imenor-. 
"Ari again cob(ier, it-may bechat thy back(liding; 
or cowardly drawing away the Shoulder, may prove 
4 Difcouragement to 'others, and they. may ſtumble 
in thy ſtumbling, and fall with thee, and never bg 
4ble to riſe, and ſo-rthou rg. bs their Blood alſo upon 
thee.. Oh !- remember alſo that Setvant-of. the Lord, 
who-could, fay, Pſal: 119.157. My. Perſecuyors, are 
encreaſed, but my Heart doth not decline. thy. Teftima- 
#ies. That was a noble Spirit becoming the Soldiers. 
« Chriſt ; yea, :hough perſecuted by Princes, as he ſaith, 
Jer. 161, Sai 
Dear Friends, Let your Minds beſtirred\up to be 
zealous, for the Lord', in this the-great- day; af Con- 
troverſie with Darkneſs: and its Power. . Who hath 
God to.bear Witneſs to his- Name: but you.?. Among 
whom, hath he made it known as among you ?- Who 
have given up themſelves to the-Lord: as you have 
done © Well, Bleſſed ars they that keep Covenant mith 
the Lord, for they ſhll ſee bis Gly... | 
One more ſubtil Snare of the Enemy. in thig-tnatter 
is in my. Heart to mention, that is. this, viz, To pery 
{wade thee for once to- do that which the Light hath 
made manifeſt thou ſhould*ſt-not, with a purpoſe-at- 
terwards to. be more Faithful. Oh Friends: In the 
Name and” Fear of the Lord, T:exhort and warn you 
all to. take heed-of-this , for- thus a > 
e 
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falks Confidence, thon wilt find this'kind of point 11668. 
out of the Guidance of "Fruth, to be a dear Out-go0- WVy 
img to thee ; for if ever thou doſt return, it will be 
very hardly, and with bitter Anguiſh of 'Soul. 'Oh! 
do nit tempt. the Lord on this wife,” //# it do prove 
impoſſible apon thy ſinning willingly, to renew or reſtore- 
thee attin by Repentance , thon wilt have thy Potrage,. 
but wilt /ofe the Bleſſing, though thou mf fel it with 
0 


ld thy way 


thy Tears ;; for while thou wenteft out , 

became hedged' up, and' the 'Thoray Natire got up in. 

thee , ſo thow art debarred and fenced out from 
h 


enjoying thy former” ſtare ; Sitr being entred, Death. 
* foon follows. Oh! remember Sampſon, who when he 
had difcloſed the Toker of a Nazarire, in which ſtate: 
he ſtood in Covenant with God, yet thought to- 
have ſhaken himſelf, and to .have gone forth in, his. .. 
Strength, as at- other times, but was miltalten, ſod. 
16. 20.. For the Lord was departett from him, though: 
he knew it not. Ando, though thou haſt. known t 
Eord's Pteſence- and Power. in. thy Veſſel, yet 'take: 
heed of letting in that Treacherous Spirit, to Tead* 
thee to Unfaithfulnefs, and to.betray the leaſt of his: 
Truſts and Teſtimonies committed. to \thee, though- 
it-be' but for-once;; fbr thereby thou wilt render- 
thy ſelf unworthy to be. found: a - Witneſs -of his: 
Power another time; for the Lord will leave that 
Veſſel, and-ofterr doth, and: chaferh other Veſſels to. 
manifeft timſelf- in , that wilt be more- Trae and! 
Faithful. | | = 
So, dear Friends; in” true and” Terider Love T have: 
hid thefe* things before you, that 16s all: be- 
ſtirre> up and: provoked to'Love ant to good o_ 
nat. 
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that ye might abound in the Grace committed to youw: 
and none of you who have knownthe Truth, might 
be entangled with the Wiles of your fubtil Enemy, 
and that you that have begun well, might not loſe 
the 'things that you have wrought, but might perſe- 
vere in well-doing, till. ye have finiſhed your Courſe 
in Peace. And Friends, this is the Joy and Delight 
of-thoſe that labour among you in the Lord ; and 
hereby is our Hand fat, and our Hearts re« 
freſhed, when we do find ye ſuch as we deſire ye 
ſhould be, even ſtedfaſt in the Truth ; and then allo 
do you find us to you-ward , ſuch as ye defire we 
ſhould. be, eyen a refreſhing in the Fellowſhip of 
Life unto you, and our God comforts us together, in 
the mutual Joy and Comfort of his holy Spirit, work- 
ing in-us and you. 
"And Friends, T am the more drawn forth at this 
time to viſit you with an Epiſtle, becauſe the Lord 
hath 'given me ſome ſight of ,his great and dreadful 
Day, and Workings in it, which is at hand, and 
greatly haſtens, of which I have ſomething to-ſay 
unto you, that ye may be prepared to-ſtand in his 
Day, and may behold his wondrous Working am 
His Enemies, and have fellowſhip with his Power 
raprnc, Nam may not be diſmayed nor driven away 
in the Tempeſt, which will. be great. . ans 
And' as concerning thoſe ſucceeding Times, -the 
Spirit of the Lord hath ſignified , that they will be 
imes of Horror and Amazement to all that have, 
and yet do reject his- Counſel. - For as the 'daysof 
his Forbearance , Warning and Inviting hath been 
long ; ſo ſhall his Appearance amongſt thoſe _ _ 
Wl 
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witliſtogd him, be Fierce and Terrible ; even ſo Ter- 1666 
rible, as. who ſhall abide his. coming ? for the Lord WWo 


will work both ſecretly and openly, and his Arm 
ſhall be manifeſt to his Cluldren in both. 

Secretly.. he ſhall raiſe up a continual fretting ai-- 
guiſh amongſt his Enemies, one againſt another ; fo 


that being vexed and tormented inwardly, they ſhall 


ſcck to make each other miſerable, and delight therer 
in for a little Seaſon, And then.the Prevailer muſt be 
prevailed over, and the Digger. of the Pit muſt fall 
therein ; and the Confidence that Men have had one 
in, another ſhall fail, and they will beguile and betray 
one another , both by Counſcl and Strength. And 
as they have banded themſelves to break. you, whom 
God. hath gathered , fo ſhall they band themſelves 
one againſt another, to break , to: ſpoil, and deſtroy 
ane another ; and through the multitude of their 'Trea-- 
cheries, all credit or belief upon the account of their 
folema Engagement ſhall fail ; fo that few Men ſhall 
count themiclves, or.what is theirs, ſafe in the hand 


of his Friend, wha hath not choſen his. ſafety and 


friendſhip 1n the pure Light; of . the unchangeable 
Truth of. God. - And all the, Secret Counſels of the 
Ungodly ſhall be brought to nought, ſometimes by 
the means of ſome of. themfelves, and ſometimes by 


I1mpoſlibilities lying in their way, which ſhall make 


their Hearts fail of ever accompliſhing what they 
have. determined: And in this ſtate ſhall Mcn "yt 
themſclyes. for a. Seaſon, :and ſhall not be able to.ſce 


the Hand that turns againſt them, but ſhall turn.to 


par 


fight againſt one thing,, and another ,. and a, third 
thing,. and, ſhall ſtagger, .and+ rgel ja Counſel :and 
by Judgment, , 


—4 


eret Arm of the Eord, maintaining their Cauſe, and 
3h. railing up a Witneſs in the very Hearts' of 
Ta. 8. their Adverfaries to plead their Innocency : 
And this {hall make them yet the more to 
vexthemſelves, and to go thorow hard-beſtead. For 
when they ſhall look upward to their Religion, to 
their Power, Policy, or Preferments, or Friendſhips, 
or whatſoever elſe they had truſted in, and relied 
upon, they ſhall have cauſe to curſe it, And when 
they look downwards to the Efftefts produced by all 
thofe things ; behold, then Trouble, and Horrour, and 
Vexation takes hold on them, and drives them to 
Darkneſs; and having no help but what is Earthly, 
and being out of the kt m_ of the mighty over- 
mrraing Power of the Lord God Almighty, they ſhall 
ir, and wear out their Days with Anguiſh. 
ſides all this, the terrible Hand'of the Lord'is, 'and 
ſhall be openly manifeſted againſt this ungodly 'Ge- 
neration, by. bringing grievous and terrible Judg- 
ments and Plagues upon them; tumbling down all 
things jn which their Pride and Glory ſtood, 'and'o- 
erturnjng-even: the Foundations' of their ftrengtty; 
,the'Lord will lay wafte the Mountain of the Un- 
7, and the' h of the fenced City ſhall fail : 
when Men ſay, We will take Refuge im them, 
3s Naham 
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Nabum 3. 12, 13: they ſhall become but a Snare, and 1666 
there ſhall the Sword' devour: [And when they ſhal-"Y 


day, Werwill go imo the Field, and put truſt in the Nam- 
ber and Conrage of our Soldzers,' they ſhall both'be taken 
away-;.and this Evil atfo will come of the Lord; and 
his will be ſtretched out ſtill; and ſhall bring 
Confuſion; Ruin upon Ruin, and War upon; War ; 
and the Hearts of Men ſhall be ſtirred in them, and 
the Nations ſhall be as Waters into which a Tempeſt, 
a ſwift Whirlwind is entred, and evenas Waves {well 
up to: the Diſſolution one of another, and breaking 
one of another ; ſo ſhall the Swellings of Peopſt be, 
And» becauſe of the Hardſhip and Sorrow of thofe 
_ many ſhall feek and deſire Death rather than 


Ah! my: Heart relents, and is moved within me, 
inthe ſenſe of theſe things, and much more than I 
can write or declare, which the Lord will do in the 
Earth, and will alſo make haſte to accompliſh amon 
the Sons of Men , that they may know and confeſs, 
That the Moſt High doth Rale in the Kjngdoms of Men, 
and palleth down and ſetteth up according to his own Will. 
And this ſhall Men do, before Seven times paſs over them, 
and (ball be content to give their Glory unto him that ſits 
in Heaven, 

But, Oh Friends! while all theſe things are work- 
ing and bringing to paſs, repoſe ye your ſelves in the 

unition of that Rock, that all theſe ſhakings ſhall 
not move; even in the knowledge and feeling of the 
Eternal Power of God, keeping you ſubjectly given 
up to his Heavenly Will, and feel it daily to Lill and 
mortifie that which remains in any of you , which 

S is 


_13$ . An Epiſtie-to- Friends concerning. 


empty, joyful and forrowful, as things.go-well' or il 
mn the World. For as the-'T'ruth ts but 8 and ma». | 
ny are. made Partakers of its Spirit, ſo the World || | 
s:but one,' and many are Partakers'of: the Spiritof 'it 5: 
and; ſo many as do partake of it , {6-many will be 
| firaitned and perplexed with it ; but they who 'are 
gle to the Truth, waning daly 'to feel the” Life | 
-Vertue of «t in their Hearts, theſe (hall regoyvoe Þ 
in the midſt of- Adverſity. Theſe ſhall not have their 
Hearts-moved with Fear, nor toſſed with Anguiſh | 
becauſe of evil Tydings, Pſal. 112.7, 8. ' Becauſe 
that which fxeth them, remains with them. Theſe 
ſhall know their entrance with the Bridegroom,. and 


#8. 

wellwith them; and having a true ſenſe of 'the Power 

o_ themſclves, they cannot cDat have Unit: 
and Fellowſhip with. the Works oft in the Earth, 
and willnot at all murmur againſt what i, nor wiſh 
nor will what is not to'be; theſe will be at reſt tl 
the Indignation paſſeth over, andthele having no De«. 
ſign to carry on, nor no Party to promote in the 
Earth, cannot poſſibly be clefeated/nar diffappointed in 
their Undertakings., ep tne] Hers er? 
And when you fee Divaſians and Parties, and Rend- 
ings in the Bowels-of Nations, and Rumours :and 
Tempeſts inthe Minds of People; ther take heed-of 
being moved to this Party or to-that Pargy, or giving 
your ſtrength to this or that, -or counſcllng thus way 
) | or. 


the Pzeſent and Ducceeding Times. — 139. 
or that way ; but ſtand ſingle to the Truth of God, ' i666 
in which neither War, Rent nor Diviſion is. And WW 

take heed of that part in _—_ you, which truſts and 
' relies upon any ſort of the Men of this World, in the 
Day of their Proſperity ; for the ſame Party will 

» bring you to ſuffer with them, in the time of their 
Adverſity, which will not be long after ; for ſtability 

in that Ground there will be none. But when they 

; ſhall ſay, Come joyn with us in this or that, remember 
Rf you are joyned to the Lord by his pure Spirit, to 
O walk with him in Peace and in Righteouſneſs ; and 


ny 


70u feeling this, this gathers out of all Buſtlings, and 
oiſes, and Parties, and Tumults, and leads you to 
> exalt the Standard of 'Truth and Righteouſneſs, in an 
b innoceat Converſation, to ſee who will flow unto 
; that, And this ſhall be a Refuge for many of the 
F Weary, Toſſed and Aﬀifted Ones in thoſs Days, 
and a Shelter for many, whoſe. Day is not yet 0- 
"_;. "6 [7 

So.dearly beloved Friends and Brethren, who have 
believed and known the bleſſed Appearance of the 
Truth, let not your Hearts be troubled at any of 
theſe things. Oh ! let not the things that are at pre- 
ſent, nor Fines that are yet to come, move you fom 
ſtedfaſtneſs, but rather double your Diligence, Zeal 
and Faithfulneſs to the Cauſe of God : For they that 
know. the Work, wrought in- themſelves, they ſhall 
reſt in the Day of. "Trouble, Tea, thopgh the Fig-Tree 

fail, and the Vine brings not Pas , 4pd *be 
Labour of tht Olive-T ree ceaſeth, and the Fielis Hab. :3. 

yield no Meat ," and Sheep be cut off from the 
Fold, and there be no Bullocks in the Stall, yet then ma peſt 
; S 2 that 
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$666 How rejojee in the Lord, and ſing Praj s to' tbe.Gbd o 
(OFT) thy So ation. | , | * M | ; 


"Oh LONDON, 


and' not have perſiſted in thy Rebellic 
was moved againſt thee, to cut off the Thouſands 
. and Multitudes from thy Streets, and the preſſing and 


tro 


And how near theſe Daysare to this poor Natibj, 


few know, and therefore the Cry of the Lord is've- 
*xy loud" urito its Inhabifants, 'through- Ws-Servatits 
'and Meſſengers, that they wonld: prize theit time 


while they have it, leſt they be. overturned, waſted 
and "laid deſolate before they are aware, and before 
DeſtruQtion come upon them, and there be no Renie- 
dy, as it hath —_— upon many. edFre 
.ONDON ! That thou aand--thy 
Rulers would have conſidered, and hearkened and 
heard, in the. Day of thy dry Sep Invitations, 
10n, till the Lord 


thronging of rhe ny from oy Gates, and then to de- 
y 2 ruin thy Stree#s alſo, and lay deſolate thy 
Gates, when thou thoughiteft-to have repleniſhed them 
ATA. . , FS od , | 
Sd , Oh! faith my Soul, that thy - Inhabitants 
would yet be-warned and perſwaded to Repent and 
Turn to the Lord, by putting- away every one the 
Evil that is in their Hearts , _ the Truth in 
your ſelves, and againſt thoſe that. walk in it, be- 


fore a greater De olation and Deſtruction overtake 


- Oh! what ſhall I fay to prevail with Loxdoy, and 
with its Inhabitants ! The Tord hath called aloud, 
he hath roared out of jo unto them, but many of 
them have not hearkned at all, nor conſidered at all, 


Well, 


you. 


© _ thePogſons and Sucerding Thues.— -241 | 


Well, Oh my Friends ! (and: thou, oh my..Squb !) 4,3666 
return to your Reſt, dwell in the Pavillion. of the NY 
Houſe of your God and. my God, and. ſhelter your 
ſelves: under the ſhadow of his Wings ,. where ye 
- ſhall be. Witneſſes of lus Daings,, 26d On is 077 4pge 
A# broughtito pals, 'and ſhafl nat be thetewabh, 
nor diſmayed. " ..0 BE #.; SF WP __— 
Oh my Friends ! in the Bowels of dear and tender 
Love have I ſignified theſe- things unto. you,. that ye 
| might ſtand armed with the whole. Armour of God, 
| Cloathed' in-Righteoufnefs, and your Feet ſhod with 
| «the: Preparation. of the-Gofpel of Peace , and freel 
8 given up ih all things-to the diſpoſing of the Lord, 
/who will deliver -us, not by Might, nor by Sword 
- nor 'Speary' but by his own eternal inviſible Arm, will 
he yet fave us and deliver us, and-get himſelf a:/Name, 
by preſerving of us. And we ſhall yer liveto praiſe 
-him, who is worthy-of Glory, of- Honour and Re- - 
nown, from the Rifing of. the Sun, -to the Setting of ' 
the ſame, now and for ever, Amen, Amen, ſaith my 
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POSTSCRIPT: 


' Deir Friends and Brethren, - "IT 


Have ſomething farther in my Heart to communi- 
on unto. you, in dear and-tender Eove,: and in 
bags Preſervation out of the Snare of 

Adyerlary that is, To ;exhort you all to dwell 

a df ended the. Truth, 1which-is a De- 
= upon, yaur Glory'; and {et- none bereave you of 
under any ,Pretence whatſoever, But as you 
to- a true feeling of the Life-mn your ſelves, to 
Which alone the certain Jucgre ent -appertaineth, ſo 
et have freedom, and ſtop it-not from judg- 
that which is at enmity with the Life,:and 
tends to the hurting of the true Plant of God ; for 
T have ſcen a Harm hath come to many who have 
parted with their Judgment, and ſo have become un- 
armed , and the Enemy hath prevailed upon them, 
under a pretended Tenderneſs ) to permit or ſuffer 
uch-things as- were hurtful to themſelves and 0- 
thers ; and though the Lord hath given them Judg- 
ment and Diſcerning in the Matter, yet were berea- 
ved of that Gift, and fo by little and little became 
beguiled. 


Oh ! 


___ the Paxlene and Dicceedng Times. 


= 


Oh! dear Friends ! confider theſe Days are perilous 


1666 


times, and it is needfiil for every 'one.to- watch in WV 


that ſame Eternal Light'-to which you were firſt 
turned, that by its Righteous Judgment ye may be 
preſerved from every thing. 1n your ſelves-that ap- 

cars i. = 9x to. that precious Life of which you 

ve tated, And when you haverſo done, then take 
heed that the Enemy do not do that by an Inſtru- 
ment , which. ({ through your - watchfulneſs in the 


Light) he could not do ,without; and all beware of 


that. afleAted, Tenderneſs that cries out, Be Tender to all, 
and Pray for all, aud mind the Good tn all, and Love all, and 


Jaage nowe, tut leave Tudgment to Godgfre. I fay,Heed no 


yaw”, / 
the plauſible. Words af that Spirit,-winch bei ity; 
to ore its owa Head from-a Stroke, would Hs you 
of your Ji - which God bhath-given you ; and 
15 indeed truly his] nt, andis to be adminiſtred' 
in his Wiſdom and-Fq@wer:, for the cleanſing and 
keeping clean,.his Sanftuary :. Fer fuch as. have no 
Judgment jnithejr goings ,, are they” 'that know not 
the true: way of, Peace , but make them crooked 


_ Bur ſome may { y, Was not Chriſt Meek and” Lowly?- 
and ought not all tg be like unto him ? 
:* [15 4rpe; any Friends; but thereisa difference bes 


tween the Seeq?s Suffering and is Rejgning, and thers - 


are times: far;them;both 3; and when it doth -pleaſe 
God to permit the Howr and Power of 'Darkneſs {ri 


the open Pelgputars:, te exalt it 1elf apainſt his See@' 


and Pcople by Perſecution, or ſuch like ; they ate'ked?" 
by his Spirit to appear in Meekneſs and Quietneſs, 


as, 
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1666 " a ao the —_— | er what is thro 
+> ſuffering perverſe Spirits, that appear .under 
pretenee. of. the Truth, and yet are out of the Truth, 
and, Enemies to its Brolpery, ſtriving to exalt and 

ſet, up another thing inftead of the Truth ? Such. 
theſe the Lord doth not require you to uſe only. Pa- 
tience and Meekneſs towards ; but if that will not 
reckim them, they muſt know the Judgment of the 
Fruth, and you in it muſt ſtand over them ; for in this 
caſe the Day of the Exaltation of Chriſt is come, and 
God is. crowning Truth with Dominion over every 

falſe Spirit, and corrupt Praftice thereof. 

And therefore, dear Friends, - the Lord in his 
goings forth, and,as you feel his Life in you to wit- 
_. neſs againſt any evil and corrupt thing or pratice, 
uſe Plainneſs, and keep Sincerity, and turn not Judg- 
Nod gp yn, for Ga which -n GR to be 
J N s out, Judge none, leave all toGod, 8&c. 
The ſame will take upon it both to judge and rule, 
but not in the Wiſdom of God. And thoſe that cry 
out ſo much for Tenderneſs, and againſt Truth's 
Judgment, the ſame are moſt dangerous to be drawn ' 

out from the patient Suffering in the Spirit of Chriſt - 
Jeſus, when they ought to appear in the moſt Meek- 
neſs, and to appear rough and wrathful in the ftri- 
ving and fighting Nature, and are moſt apt to be 
__ into a Spirit of Revenge, as hath been ſeen 
_ —_ for they that loſe the Exerciſe of 
by which all ſhould keep Dominion over Deceit, 


doſe that ſtrength by which they ſhould be ena- 
blot to ſuffer all things tor the fake of Chri/t Jeſus, 


So, 


ES 
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je (Pxfent and" Suctrediig Ties. 345 


8, Dear Friends, in that which keeps out the De- 1666 
filer andthe Betrayer, all wait upon the Lord, that "VV 


'you may have your Armour on, and be fortified with 


Io þ | 
"the fea hk, with the Might, and with the Judg- 
*merit of : 


"God, and keep that under in every Place, 
which under Pretence of "Tenderneſs and For- 
bearance, would make void the Teſtimony of Truth, 
or make the offence of the Croſs to ceaſe in any 


. thing wherein you have been inſtrutted from the 


beginning ; that the Lord may behold and fee Judg- 


\ment eſtabliſhed, and be pleaſed, 1/2. 59. The Lord 


looked, and there was no Fudgment, and it diſpleaſed him; 
= thereby Deceit got up, which with it is to be kept 
Own. 


So the Lord God of Power and Wiſdom preſerve you faith- 
ful, and fitted for every good Word and Work ; the 
Strong to watch over 4. Weak in ſingleneſs , and 
the Weak to be ſubjett to the Strong in the Lord, that 
ſo the 7 ya Plant of Righteouſneſs and Truth may grow 
in and among you all, to his Praiſe that hath called you ; 
To whom be Glory and Honour for ever, Amen. , 


S. C. 
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Word in due Seaſon : 


OR SOME 


HarveſtMeditations 


WITH A 


Warning from the Lord God to all 
the People in England, to leave off their 
Wicked and Fooliſh Cuſtoms 'tm their 


Harveſt, before the Anger of the Lord 
be kindled againſt them, and there be no 
Remedy. 


Ehold, the Eye of the Lord has paſſed through 

B the Earth, and has beholden the Abominations 
of the People and their Cuſtoms , which arc 
altogether vain, and his Hand 1s lifted up againſt 
them, to cut them off from the Earth, and Wo to 
them that withſtand him ; for them will the Lord 
God viſit in his Diſpleaſure, and rebuke in lus Anger : 
TM There- 


A noord"afdits Sogton't)! 


1666 | Therefore be warned all 'ye Inhabitants of the Earth, 
WANG and while ye have time, learn Wiſdom ; and depart: 
from Vanity, before ye be«confumed throngh' your 
gain-ſaying. Fu; IINGUIUITL JO 
Wpon the 29th..,of the 44h; Month, the Wopd of ? 
the Lord 'came unto me, faying; Bebald, the'owyany A-! 
bominations of this m_- in the time of their Harveſt ; 
and although my Light hath ſbined, to have let them ſee 
them, yet they have rejefted the Counſel thereof ; and al- 
though my faithful Witneſs in them hath reproved them, 
yet they havg not regarded it : Andulthongh I have ſmit tes” 
them with Mildew, and with Blaſting," yet they (have nor. 
laid it to Heart, but have perſiſted in the Fooliſh Cuſtoms 
of their Fore-fathers, and have hated to be reformed, nci- 
ther have they feared me, ſaith the Lord ; but daily do + 
they grieve my Holy Spirit with their Iniquities. | 
Therefore once more let them be warped of the V axities- 
and Abominations of their Harveſt in particular , that 
they may return -ana learn to-fear before Me , _ I ſmite 
their Fruitful Fields with Barrenneſs , and their gooaly 
Crops with Withering, and their Children with Cleanneſs 
of Teeth in all their Borders, &c. Amos 4. 6, 9, x0. 
And now this is that -which the. Ford hath'pur in- 
tomy Heart, to warn all ye Husbandmen and Parm- 
ers, That in the time of Harveſt, when ye are ta- 
king in the Fruit and the Encreaſe of your Fields, 
and the Iſſue of your Labour, that ye mind the Feay 
of God, that it may keep -you in the. remembrance 
of him: from whence every good: Gift cometh, that 
io 1t may be good to you, and ye may -receive it with 
dumility and Thankfulneſs; 'and none to Murmur, 
becauſe it is no more ; nor none to Glory becauſe it 
9: 


Prey 


_ 02 ſang ſhoakelt-Maditacicns. 
ſomuch z1 but. all to be contented, and to;mind that 


which, lets. you fel and” fee the: Bleſſing , that ye. Www 


might be kept inthe worthy Walking, and know itto 
be multiplied unto you ; and let your Joy be'in.that - 
the Lynne ar 05A and let that be.tlic 

Joy your Harveſt, Ff «9s 3» SUL 0lght SUR $3 aft 

And remember that the Portion of the Poor be not- 
pather?d; but conſider the Lord has regarded their need; 
neither. be churliſh nor bitter to-them ; but let them 
have.their Portion without DR ; Lev. 19.9. 
And when thou reapeſt the Harveſt of thy Land, thouſhalt 
not. wholly reap the: Corners of. thy Field, [Mark] neither 
ſhalt.:thou gather the Gleaning of thy Harveſt , it is for 
the, Pogr and for the Stranger. . Lay this to Heart, ye 
Rich Men, leſt ye eat of the Portion of the Poor, 
and the Hand of the Lord be turned againſt ye,through 
their Cry, Fob 34. 18. For the Lord will maintain the 
Right of the Poor, ,P/al. 104. 12. 

And -take. heed of .Inordinate Feaſting , ſpending. 
the Creation upon the Luſt, making Proviſion for the 
Fleſh, which is contrary to the Chriſtians Example . 
but let your Moderation appear in this alſo, for the 
Remerd. of the. Glutton ſhall be Poverty, Prov. 23. 21. 
And mind the Witneſs of God, that that may order-- 
and guide you: into that which is convenient, and 
may. ſtop the Exceſs ; that whatſoever is done, ma 
be done-to the Praiſe and Glory of God, as "vi rger © 
Chriſtians. | 

And let none be over Covetous of Drinking, nei- - 
ther in the time of your-Labour, nor at any other time ; 
for that hurts the Creature, and deſtroys the Health, 


and hath overcome the Life of. many ; when they. 
| | have -- 


 wf 
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1665 ave been" fitengeliencd 'by the Lord toLabout, then 
CS they have hurt themfelves with their \mordinate 
Dtinking ,' and: fo <1, Garter of God, 'it hath 
beeh taken from then. © Bur {et all yrind-God's Fear, 
tharYe' try feet throvgh that whith 'isoutward; to 
that which is within ; namely , -the' Thidft of the 
Soof; which that which is outward will not fatisfie ; | 
that ſo ye may be brought to watt to' know thatma- | 
nifeſted within, which is Drink indeed, Joh 6. 55, 
which cleanſeth from the Pollutions'that are' in; the 
World through Luft, and ſatisfies the Soul; 
_ "And ler that, Abominable *Cuſtom''of Shonting 
ih the Fields, or efewhere, be left off, which is de- 
nved from Generation to 'Generation from the Hea- 
then, and from the Papiſts ; 'and while this be left, 
leave off calling your ſelves Chriſtians or Proteſtants, 
for' even this thing , nattely, your crying of that 
which you call your Largefs; 1s'a 'thame to the ve- 
ry Nanie of Chriſtians to' be forind _— them, 
and renders you but Pobhfth' Ignorant People:, who 
ſport your ſelves with your own Breath, like the 
Heathen who know not the Lord that gives it ; ſuch 
as were the Moabites, whotn the 'Lord's Anger was 
kindfed LEY until hethredtned'to'cut off "dhe Vin- 


tage of Moab, and their, fhoutmg fhbhld 'no- more be 
heard in their Vineyards, becanſe the Treaders fhould 
tread out no Wine in their Preſſes, 1/a. 16.9, 10. | 
And fo will the Lord do by you, except ye Repent : 
and turn from the folly 'of your ways ; for he is not | 
changed, neither is there-reſpe&t of Perſons with 

Itim ; therefore let this be no more named amongſt 


you, who call rour ſelves Chriſtians, 
And 


02 ſome Bavieſt-Peduations, 


=. 


-.:And; ket: your corrupt and vain Harveſt-Songs be 1666 
left. off, your Night-work , which lifts up;the Evil "WV 


Spirit im. Man, but oppreſſeth the Jul, and! keepethy 
from. the true-Joy, inthe pure Spivit, where the Songs 
of Praiſes are- ſung unto God fer all his Benefits with 
acceptance zi for in this alſo.is there: great Abomina« 
tion committed. in the Land , and the Lord*s Spirit 
hath bean grieved therewith... Sometimes:ye ave (pend+ 
ing your precious time (which ſhould be for;the rett+ 
ng; of the Creature) in ſinging) of filthy and 4bomi- 
able. tending to the. fubvernog and removing; 
of: M and Chaſtity from off the' Face of the 
Earth ; and- it may be the ſame Night, and in the 
lame, Mind,. will ye take ſome” of the Words of the: 
Holy Scripture, it may be of Davia's Palms, or fome 
other of; the Pſalms, and then. in your wacked: manner 
& doubling and vain; Repetitions , will fing them, 
whicl is far from ſinging to the Praiſe and Glory of 
God, or with Grace un your Hearts, but to the great 
abuſe of the Scriptuze;,. 4nd to. the-difhonour of the 
Name of the Lord; and /þe:aflired you ſhall not be 
holder, guiltlels, that take; God's: Name im vain, al- 
though-m 'the time of your:Harveſt; but 'yonr Songs 
ſhall be turned as the howling of Moab, m the Day 
when the Lord vilited him. | | 
\ But all Mind — of the Lord Jefus Chriſt 
within , - that ye may know it lifted up- upon you, 
which makes glad the Hearts of. the Righteons, yea: 
more glad than the \Jopcof the Ungondly, whew their 
Corn and Wine is encreafed, Pſal. 4. 6, 7. 

And let that wicked and abominable Cuſtom of 
making Lords and Ladies amongftt you m the _— 
Ficld, 


— —— 


M6. Mt 


2666 Field, be left off. for ever, add is a « ds to. your 
WWW Profefſion, and renders you to he” like the Gentiles, 


who had Lords many them, but knew. bes 
thei Oriftians one” Lord." F 1s' ought not hot 'tg" 
more mentioned, but onght' to' be” deriictt as 4 
and Antichriftian Cuſtom , tending to nothing bur 
to exalt the Pride of Man's Heart,” and begetting in- 
to Emulation and' Strife ; this alſo. is Vanity and 
Vexation of Spirit. 
And let none of you who are ſtrong, boaſt and 
lory in your ſtrength over him that is weaker, nor 
k to hurt him by thy ſtrength; but mind the Lord 
your Maker, and remember your Ability 0 be of him, 
and not your own, and {o to /be uſed in his fear, with- 
—_— Vain-glory. 
ou that have much of the Earth in' your 
——_— many Hired Servants, ſee-that ye ſtand 
in the Power and Wiſdom of God, ruling over that 
in them all, that would lead into Rudeneſs and 
anenels ; being g ood Exam m—_— in your Places, 
and giving that” which, is due for their Encourage- 
ment, not opprefſing them in Work nor in Wages ; 
bur all the Truth of God, the equal Witneſs 
between you, which ſecretly calls for Righteouſneſs 
towards all Men, and Equity, as ye wo have from 
all Men, that.ſo the Lo may make your Land as a 
Fruitful Field, and may = a Blefling upon you, 
both within and without. 
| Thus have I cleared my Conſcience in the Sight of 
God, and ſingly given Teſtimony againſt theſe Abo- 
minations which have been ated 1n this Nation in 
Harveſt-time,in love to your Souls, and in obedience ” 
rene 


s 
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the Lord; and whether you will hear or forbear, ye 1666 
ſhall know that ye were warned by a Friend to your VV 
Souls, and a Lover. of the Truth, which. was before 

the Cuſtoms of the Heathens were, (and therefore 

lead not Antiquity in theſe things,) and one that de- 

res this Nation might walk in the Light of the Lord, 


| and be faved from the Reproach of the Heathen ; 
| whoſe outward Name is 


S tephen Criſp. 


This for the Service of Truth, and for a Warning to the 

; Fooliſh Diſobedient, is again ſeen meet to be Printed, 
that all may hear Wiſdom”s Counſel, Repent and Amend 
their Doings. 
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A 
Plain Path-way Opened 


TO THE 


SIMPLE-HEARTED> 


For the Anſwering all 


DOUBLS 


AND 


OBJECT 10NS 


WHICH 


Do ariſe in them againſt the Light and Truth |: 


in the Inward Parts ; by which many are kept from | 


Obedience, and fo from Peace to their Panting Souls. 


By Stephen Criſp. 


LONDON, Printed by T. Sowle, 1694. 
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| I A 
Plain Path-way Opened, &c. 


Friends and People, 


Have had a deep exerciſe upon my Spirit, con- 
cerning many who are come to: feel” ſomething 


ſtirring - and. moving in their Hearts, (that 
is good) to bring them anto a ſerious confideration 
of - their courſe of Life, :and; the inward: ſtate:of their 
Immortal Souls : And when you have ſometimes be- 


| gun to turn your Minds to this good thing that ſtir- 


red in you; then have many Doubts and Objections a- 
riſen in you, leſt . you ſhould be mi{-led, deceived or 


. deluded. [And left this thing that inwardly {trives 


with you,. ſhould: lead 'you into, the: Erroneous way 
of the Quakers, (as the World's Teachers call it) for 
they ſpeak-and write of, and bear a conſtant Teſti- 
mony to ſomething that is in Man, that calls upon 
him to repent and to turn.to the Lord ; and under 
this very Notion, that ye have heard Evil, and thought 
Evil of that People; by the ſame Rule you are apt 
to think Evil of 'that whieh works: 1n-your own: Bo- 
ſom, to lead you out of- Sin and Iniquity ; and fo ye 
are tempted to flight it,” aud to get ſome {light Name 
tor it, to call it by, which Antichriſt's Miniſters have 
many to afford you; as'to call it a Natural Light.; a 
Common Gift of the Spirit, but not: a Saving Gitt-; 

Con- 


CO er 


—_ 
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£553 Convittion of a Natural Conſcience ; a Legal Work; 
NPV yea, and many calls it, ghe Devil's Work, to diſturb 
the Soul of its Peace ; an Tome, a Diabolical Light, &c, 
And thus when thou art brow ht - ſlight that good 
Principle { that-{trives with thee Rd uch 
"Name, thon perf eaſe' gain ol al = While; and | 
takes Liberty to aCt againſt it, and to do and ſay that 
which this Principle doth in ſecret condemn.; and 
then it riſeth again, and breaks thy Peace, and brings 
—_— and Bb upon thy Saul, And then up 
on :the- one Hand, und Daybts 
an thowier Hind, and thy poor Soul is beſet ind | 
with Doubts, and: Fears and Jealoufies. | 
Sometimes thou fear'ſt thow withſtund'ft che'Trath to 
- thy own Daſtradtion, and forhevimes fear? It again it's 
a Deluſion, 'amd thou ſhake be deceived : And befrdes |} 
thou find mary Learned Men, and —_— Wiſe | 
Men, that td thee that:there is noching goud in n'thee. | 
And here thou art mn _— bourftun- © 
der many forrowful Thoughts nd Immny dowbrful 
Diſpuations arſe ih''thy Mind the Herh now 
-warveth/ againft that which evmes #6 difknh 
it ,- and the 'Spinit ſtrongly warteth apaiaſt that 
which meſiſts'and vebelsagainft i: and''thets Two 
are contrary, and 'theſe 'contrary Are 'both tm 
thee, and poor Qreavute' raaRt fee] the ſtruph 
of them borch:;; andby reaſbn of 'thy Dacknew® 4 
Doubrs,: and: Hears, thow ſcarce know'ft,* or atleaſt 
with. certainty ) whioh is right. ''Now in this fate | 
and- Condition, how: weveptable would''a"Viteffenger | 
be,.jone:df & Thouſand, 'toſhew into 'fulh a-one'thit | 
whioh night. deliver this Soul from'gding down intb =þ 


the 
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the Fit, and i fave. his Life from the Defroyer?. (fob 
23+\23-).. And truly, very many arc i this firaitned 
ſtate yn thele Days z for whoſe fakes Lam idrawnrinto 
a deep Bxercife, many times, by Day andby Night! 
apd my Cry to God is, that. his glorrons' Power may 
mote and moyeariſe to: open theſe Doors thatiare thut 
and folded.npdn many tuch, and 'to- bring forrk the 
Impriuoned. Spivits out of the Priſotwbouſs, and our 
of the, Botdage. of this Spiritual Egypt ; where our' 
Lord, was, and 1s. crucified Spiritually ; and that he 


may- expel the. Clouds of Darkneſs, in winch: the- 


Pears and Doubts, and Queſtionings: are; and that 
le imuy rake a clear way in al-ſfach, for his Light ro 


break ore! qut-of Obſfcurityy/.10 whizls the Aniwer” 


to. Choke, Doubts and; Queftions doth-aniſe. | 
* Aud by that ſame Spiris that abours with you, ar 


I moved to-tend this forth: into you all, as a Word 


> RyhonGen, and Toe in Iidezs ae Fear” 
the + by whigh as niany as do rightly! 
receive it, and make: 4 true ue ad prodfiof it; ſhalt. 
find help and baneftt ; arid fhall know. the Mouth of 
the Queitioner,; ſtqpped, andthe Anſwer of 'Peace 
withrxfled to'thew Inunortal Souls, in the Lord's:due: 
time. , And therefore; cotxfider this , That ' every good 
aud. perfett-Gift cometh from abowe,” fram: ther Father of 

is am Sperits, who, woukd-not the Death of a Simms; 
bat rather ;tbet: he ſhould 'Fayn and; Live. And there- 


1668 
WW 


foxe hath-ho, out, of his infinits Love,” and Tender 


Mergies th the Sons of Men, prepared a way to:driww 
whicl: he doth not but through Jeſus Cheitt thei Mie-! 
ator 0f;,the News+Covanant, whom: he: hathrirtely 


h untethem.,, even , while: they ave mvtheir, Sins, 


g1ven: 


160 Ti-Plain-Path-way Opened: 
1668 : given toibe aLightunto the:dark World ;/ and | that 
Ws he'{houkd 1Erliehten every one: that! cometh into the 
World, :John:1:1 9. of :which»number: thow--art,-one; 
whoever 'thowart ;-.and art enlightned- by, Ghrift;, 
though thou: be: yer Darkneſs in thy felf,, as the E- | 
pheſians once: were ; yet the. Light-{{hineth'in thy : 
Darknets, or elfe crhere-would not-be 'I'wo contrary | 
Natutes-and Seeds found working -in thee as there | 
are; and this. Light wherewith thow att-enlightened, 
is the Lyfe 'of Jeſus; Joh. 1.4: which he hath: given 
a Ranſom for Man. And that was not. Natural, as ſome 
fooliſhly -1magine ; for if it; were Natural, -it could 
not" be ai Ranjom for Man:ont-of - Sin; for-the Sinto 
be: Natural,; and that which reproves {4t! Natural, is | 
is contrary to: the Apoſtle, who ſaid they Two that | 
warred-in "ther Creature were contrary ;\and called | 
the one- Fleſh, or Natural ; and the: other Spirit, or Þ| 
Spiritual ; and -Chrift Jeſus: called that which ſhould | 
reproye the World: of Sin, The Spirit of Truth ; and 
Antichriſt and. his Miniſterscall it, 4 Natural Inſuffi- 
cient Light, &c.: But know this , thou- that art enqui- 
ring ," that: that in thee which doth make-. maniteſt 
things' to thee that are reprovable, that's the Light 
wherewith Chriſt Jefus hath enlightned thee-withal, 
as. the Apoſtle-of i Chrift ſaid, m-this Epiſtle - to the 
Epheſtars, Chap.'5. Ver. 13, 14. And: that-Principle 
which: leads thee to do. or - ſay" ſuch + things as thou 
arti:fecretly creproved for -1n thine: own Conſcience, 
that-is-the Darkneſs, and' the Enemy 'of* thy: Souls 
- Peace," which, who walks in , doth not know whe- 
ther he goeth ; for this doth miniſter” a Peace and 
\ Pleaſure to'thee;; and a. Delight to thy. Carnal go 
or 
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for a Seaſon; yer the other, to wit, the Light, the 1668 
Reprover' hath power to take away Peace from'thee WV 
a. rr judge" thee, and 'to make; that which 
was' to'thee, to become: bitter ;-and the Darkneſs 


| nor Luſt;norVanity of rhy. Mind; cannot deliver thee 
; fron this" Stroke. rin Wy A 
, ' Now, that thou might*ſt be reſolved in ſuch a ſtate 
| what to do, conſider, thou that haſt theſe Strug- 
lmgs'in''thee about the Light in thy Conſcience , 
| whether it be true or no, or whether thou ſhalt own 
: it 'or-no, and art thinking in thy ſelf what is beſt 
; for thee to do; whether to go on ſtoutly againſt it, 
| or to ſubmit to it. I fay, conſider, if thou rebel a- 
. gainſt it, 'thoucanſt never know whether it would 
: lead thee ; as it was faid of old, Job 24. They that 
| rebel againſt the Light, they know not the way of it ;, 10 
. that if thou doſt take that Courſe to rebel, that 
g will but increaſe 'thy ignorance of the Way that the 
Light! leads in, and make it more terrrible to thee 
wy time it doth appear in thee ; till thou comeſt 
to that State ſpoken of, Job 24. 17. That the dawi- 
ins of the Day , will be as the Shadow of Death ; for 
the more thou rebePſt _y_—_ it, the more dark thou 
wilt daily grow, and to the leſs able to reſolve thy 
ſelf in thoſe doubtful things that fill thy Mind ;- but 
as Darkneſs increaſeth in thee, ſo the power of it 
will bind thee down as a Chain, and ſmother every 
good Deſire in thee. And thus by Rebellion againit 
the Light, do' ſome Men loſe the very Senſe ahd 
Knowledge of it, and grow. paſt feeling, and Stran- 
gers to it, though it be in them ; for the Cuſtom of 
Sin, taketh away the Senſe and the Feeling of the 
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1668 Burthen of it, But. to you I write that are not yet cap 
WAFY to rlus Hats, of Hardack of Heart, . but are brg Ihe 
daily into a tenſe of the burthen of Sin; and, th, 
are ready. to {ay, if you were but, ſure that were the 
Toy and} yay gf: God wyeh, Capws, you. your ai 
VOu ger gt it, and _ it os own Foo 
ax6 KEPT O:4 * BY 4 ut5 MY IOOES. VOEpy , 
I fay BD = , before theſe Dqubts = reſolved., 
vou. mult txy. this, as to. your. ſarrow/ you have try» 
cd the other, before you can. be g&cQually. inform; 
ed ; for. Arguments, will not do ſufficient y in, this 
caſe, Therefore try and, prove what this, Principle 
can do, for thee , when, rhou obey*lt 1,, which ye 
know hath. power to,condema you,..and, break. your 
eace when you difobey it. Why ſhould ye always 
be ſhut up. in Unbelief and io Doubts, and io kept 
from trying and proving the Light, as well as ye 
have- proved the Dackn that lo. ye mighe reap: thg 
Fruit, of it: to. Salvation ,- as well as. you have dope 
the Fruit of the other unto, Condempation,?' Oh 
Dear People, conſider, ye cannot. obgy this Light 0 
Chriſt Jetus in your Conſcignces , but by taking u 
a daily Croſs. to, your OWN Wills, Luſts and af. 
techions , for that, is, contrary thereunto,; and that 
whycly, leads. to obey. your Luſts,, Icads to, diſphey 
the Tight ; and; that which, leads to.opey the Light, 
that. croſleth. the Luſts agd Vile Aﬀections, which 
are, at -Egmity. with the Light , and. muſt by ir, be 
Juflged. and Condemned. And that, which leads thee 
ta. Shght it,, and call it by, ſome Uighty. Name, that's 
alfo,an Enemy to, it, and muff be; judged. by.it,, and 
{o-as, the. Light. comes. to. rule over thoſp Wings in 
; thee 
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thee which are Enemies to it, thou wilt know that 1668. 
it will lead thee 'contrary to thy C Nature} vv 


and'as thou feeleſt the thing ſo in thy ſelf, thou wilt 


come to be Wiſer than thoſe Teachers that have 


called it a Natural Light. For that which'is Natu- 
ral, leadeth according to Nature, but that which is 
Spiritual, leadeth according to the Spirit; which the 
Apoſtle faid was contrary to the Fleſh, and warred 
againſt it. And fo that Objeftion will, by thy obey- 
ing the Light, come to be anfwered, far better than 
Words and Arguments could have anſwered it. And 
ſo likewiſe the ſufficiency of the Light thou wilt 
come to feel, if thou doſt not oppoſe it, but giveu 
to be guided by it; and wilt know that it 1s able 
to deliver thee when thou art tempted, as well as 
to judge thee when thon haſt yielded to the Temp- 
ter : For thou knoweſt already, that it 1s able to 
condemn thee when thou finneft againſt it ; but thou 
cart not certainly'know it{ufficient togive Peace, and 
to Juſtifie, till thou obeyeſt it: | So then, the plain 
Path-way to the anſwering thy Doubts about the 
Ptineiple of Truth in the Tnward-parts, is, by obey- 
ing of it, and yielding to it ; for they that do Ev 
they grow into Hatred againſt it, and it judges them; 
as they deny'to obey the Light, ſo the Light denies 
to juſtifie them, and fo coming juſtly under the Can- 
demnation of it, by reaſon of Tranfgreſhon, they 
grow afraid of it. * But alas, this doth but proye 
that it is fent of God, for it doth God's Work, which 
is Righteous. For to juſtifie the Wicked, and to condemn 
the Righteous, both yt an Abomination to the Lord. 
And rs is it with his Witneſs in'thy own Conſcience, 
X 2 whuch 


164 CThe'ÞPlain Pach-way Dpened:-| 
1668 which God hath placed there to hear witneſs for 
(PISS 


/ him.” concerning all .thy ACtions,, whether they are, 
good or.evit; and thou thy ſelf, whoeyer thou. art, 
whether High or Low , Rich or Poor, Profeflor or 
Profane, ſhalt confeſs unto this, that this hath neyer-, 
condemned thee for that which was good, nor born: 

WK againſt thee for that: thou waſt not guilty , 

of. 6 
And therefore all you that have been hurried, and . 

tofſed with Doubts and Queſtionings about the Truth,  , 

come hearken to the Counſel of God at this time 
once more ſounded forth unto you from his Spirit, 

by a Seryant of his without you, and anſwered by, 
the meaſure of his 'good Spirit within you , which 
hath the ſame Voice and Cry in you, for Obedience; 
to what is made manifeft of God in you ; obey; the 

Light, and ye ſhall ſee daily more of it, till it break 
forth as a Morning unto thee, and till it ſhines unto 

a perfect Day ; yea, a Day of Gladneſs and Rejoycing 
to thy poor diſtreſſed Soul, ,, ,,, _ 

Oh! Ariſe, thou that ſits forrowing, and thou that 
art crying gut in Secret , becauſe of the Bonds-and 
Fetters that are yet upon thee ; ariſe, ariſe, I fay in 
the, Name of the Lord God of Sion., who -draws 
nigh to thee by his quickning Spirit, and hearken to 
his Voice, who faith to the Prifoner ,,- Come forth ; 
and to the bowed down, Ariſe ;. and to the Feeble 
ones, Put on Strength, and follow me ,, and obey me ;, I 
will confound your Fr oes, ana. break the Strength of | your 
Enemies, as I have done for my People , who, have for- 
ſaken "all to follow me, and obey me, ſo will T do for you: 
Ang if, ye in uprightneſs walk before me, and keep my Co- 


venant), 
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when the Lord doth thus ariſe in your Souls, and 
ſtir up his pure Witneſs, -and his Arm awakens in 
you, and his pure Light breaks forth : oh | what con- 
folation is it to you, and how have many of you 
ſeen your. vain Doubtings expelled, and a clear Con- 
vincement hath prevailed upon your Spirits concern= 
ing the way of God? and at ſuch a time you have 
begun to reſolve to follow the Lord in his pure way: 
of Holineſs, thus opened to you in the Light, though 
to the Loſs of all; and though it be to the bearing 
your part of the great Reproach that lies upon them 
that Toves him more than their Lives. And at ſuch 
a time there was felt a ſecret Joy in a hidden ground 
in your Souls, and the Seed of the Kingdom that 
had been long buried, began to ſpring up in you,, 
in which Seed your Souls felt ſome touchings of that, 
Heavenly Life and Joy , which for the time exceed-. 
ed all things that this World -could afford. And 
whenſoeyer you come to feel this refreſhing Dew 
. oo your. Souls, then take heed and wait li ly in 
the Senſe of it, keep your Eye to the Joy that. is, 
now fet before you in Chriſt Jeſus, the Seed; for 
if you let your Minds wander, and your Eyes gad a- 
broad, there be Objets on every Handto lead you out, 
from*your Souls beloved, and to bring you tp defile 

our Hearts, and make your ſelves an unfit place of 

eſidence. for him who 1s Holy and Pure, and will 
not_dwell nor take delight. in a Polluted Temple; 
but will withdraw himſelf as he did from Iſrael of 
old, and from their Temple,, when it was polluted and, 
I gs. prophaned. 
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wvenan!, as they have done, no power or ſtrenzth of the E- 1668 
nemy within or without ſhall be too hard for you. And WV 
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1663 prophaned. And befides, when your Minds are ta- 
WYY ken hold of, by any of the Corruptable things of 
this changeable World , there will preſently kindle 
a Deſiring, Longing, and: Lufting after the Enjoy- 
ment, of thoſe things , though contrary to the ,W1ll 
of God; and then next, the Reaſoner and Con- 
ſulter gets up in thee, and ftarts a Queſtion : 
May not I enjoy the Lord and this * May not I 
keep m-the Way of Truth, and yet do this or that 
thing which my Heart defireth ? And though it be 
not pert according to the Truth made' manifeſt 
in me, yet I will have my Will, my Luſt, my De- 
fire. ſatisfied but this one time, and that's not much, 
faith the Conſulter ; and this is but a ſmall matter , 
there be others that do greater things than this. And 
fuch like Reaſonings enter the Md, and this grieves 
and yexeth that Good and Righteous Tender Spirit |} 
that moved in thee, and brings a Weight and Op- 
prefſion upon the Pure in thee, and that withdraws 
it ſelf again from thee, in which thy Light did a- 
riſe unto thee, and ſo a Night comes upon thee. 
For where the Serpent can bring any to. make a | 
Queſtion of obeying the Truth, he is as ready to | 
| 


frame an Anfwer, as to beget the Queſtion : But his 
Anſwer always comes with a Liberty and Perſwaſion 
to difobey, as it did by Eve in the beginning ; and 
when "Tranſoreffion is finiſhed., then Death enters 
upon thee with its dark Power, and. manifold, Sor- 
rows; plerceth thy, poor Soul; though the Fruit was 
defirabile to, be eaten, yet, now it is eaten, thou can- 
not come, at. Life ,, to eat of that too, though thou 
fireft it ; but art driven out, and kept - out with 4 

F anche Sword that turns every way againſt thee, | And 
icre's 
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here's now a ground laid for Doubts and Qaeſtion- 1665 
ings of a higher Nature than before, toariſe in thee; S WY 


for before thou doubt*ſt of the Truth it ſelf, whe- 
ther it were the Truth, but now having taſted of 
it, and received a Convincement of it, and yet [ct 
forth thy Mind from it, after ather Lovers, and thy 
Fars after the Voice of the Adultreſs, and fo cauſedthe 
are Light to withdraw from thee, through thy Re- 
ellion ; now thou defireſt thou mighttt but ſez a- 
gain what thou haſt ſcen, and feel again what thou haſt 
telt, but doubts and fears that thou ſhalt never ſee, 
nor feel, nor enjoy the Iike again, And now thou 
wifheft, oh., that thou hadſt ffood in; the Croſs to 
thy own Will, and that thou- hadlt denied tiry (elf, 
that thou might not thys have loſt the ſight and ſenſe 
of thy Souls Beloved. And now thou ſcelt by wo- 
ful Experience, whence Doubts and Fears, and Sor- ' 
rows dv ariſe, even thy joyning with, the, Enemy, 
who brings forth Reaſons againlt- the Obedience | to 
the Light. And therefore now heavken.to that which, 
remains in thee, though Darkneſs and Sorrow doth. 
encompals thee, yet there is fometbing remains which 
eyes, thee a Senſe of thy State aud. Condition, and 
makes thee to know thy Lols ayd Want ; hear the 
Voice of this, ant this wilt humble. thee, and bri 
thee 1nato true brokenneſs of Heart,. aud contritenels 
of Spirit ; anÞ as thou. comeſt to know that ſtate, 
then thou hatt ſomething to-offer to. the Lord of his 
own preparing, which will be far more acceptable 
to him, than a, Multitude of Words, and Perfor- 
mances, and Duties, (fo.called;) and as.thou in the 
rrue lowlincfs of Mix! doft come before the Lord, 
| and 
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- 1668 and offer*ſt up this Offering , God ,will, hear in. Hea- 
UYY ven, and will anſwer the Cry of the Poor and Needy 
Soul that cannot be ſatisfied without. his Preſence ; 
' and he will remember his Mercies of, gld,. ( which 
neyer fail) for his Seed ſake, which is not yet brought 
forth in thee. And when God doth again. ſhine 
Forth unto thee, and make his Power known, thou 
muſt expeCt it to be in Judgment , becauſe. of the 
Tranſgrefſion thou haſt gone into, that he may con- 
ſume- that in thee, which led thee into. the 'Sin , 
from his pure Law, which is Light, for ox is- re- 
deemed by fs ax And theretore take heed leſt 
thou be offended at his Appearance ; take heed that 
* thou limit not the Holy One; but if his Appearance 
be with more ſharpneſs and bitterneſs to the Car- 
nal Part than before, it is but juſt it ſhould be ſo; 
It is. the Lord, let him do what he will; he ſees more 
cauſe now than before, by how much more -thou 
haſt ſinned againſt his Goodneſs ; but bow to his 
Judgments, Bear his Indignation, (as Micah ſaid,) be- 
cauſe thou haſt ſinned againſt him , Mic. 7.9, And as 
thou yield'ſt to his Righovous Judgement, thou. wilt 
. know the coming to the midſt of them, in which rhe 
mercy is remembred and made manifeſt, And there- 
fore the Haſty and Impatient, that fly the Judg- 
ment as ſoon as it begins a little to appear in them, 
they never find the true Deliverance , but get Eaſe 
another way, which laſteth but for a Moment : But 
they who come to know a thorow- Work wrought 
m their Earth, and the Floor thorowly purged, t ey 
come. to know the true and laſting Peace to. their 
Immortal Souls : And although this is not — 
y 
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by Baſe ant Liberty to the Carnal "y which 1668 
5, hr be yet the End Crowns afl that hofds out to www 
__ as Chrift faif, Mart 13. 


returning, with Shtaves, as 
"Kg hey Sd cv Pal. po are g, 6. They that Sow in 


x w Reap in Toy + They went 6, ſaid h 
wik H ebþ 4 . RI, Hh, + Wrecks - for th fu 
retart kN , 4p Win their Sheavet: And as 
' hid; They f.4 forſake Father and Mother , Wife and 
any = FHoufe 'or Eagds, yea, or their own Lives for 
heve 1n Hundred fold in this time, and 
i” 4 Vorld to come, Life Everlaſting. Forſaking and 
Self. deniat hath rebar the way to JI g,2ed 
to true Bleffednefs, and is the way wnro th 
And. therefore all you who have waidered in Day: 
own ways, ant have not yer" earhed” to dey your 
ſelves of -whar is contrary to the Witneſs of God in 
your fetves, but have Defires, and thofe ſtrong ones 
too, to keep and hofd thar ftill, which the Li ohe in 
ou doth ave; and yer have Deſires of and 
ce too, and 1q are'in many Donbrs and Straits a- 
dour thefe things; 'to you all rhis. is the Counſel'of 
' the Lord, and the Cry of his pure Spirit, Come out 
of the Babytonjſ Confuſion of your. own Thouthts, 
and touch'nor that which is Unclean, and the Lord: will 
teteive, you; and what God by: his. Pure Spirit lth 
cated Englean, lt no May prefiime ta all Clean, 
and ro joyn to it, kt they be. found Fighting, a 
inft God , and "noupifhing and keeping 'tlia A. 
five, which -God hath coed to Dye and be De- 
ftroyed: -YE cannot ferve T'wo Maſters, nor" par- 


_take'of the Table of rhe Lord, and* the” Pable of 
Y Devils. 
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1668 Devils. OhT feed not that Birth: that Hungers af- 
YV ter Evil things, and dhe 540 them,., but. what, is 
z 


for' Famine; It. it be. famyſhed, and what is;fqr,the 
Sword, ee the A a ed Sword . that [2 qut 
of "the ' Mouth of the Faitf ful and true Witne(s cut 
it down, ( Rev. 1. 16. and 3. 14.) and fo thou 
may?ſt ſee the Giants in the Land ſlain; before thee 
by one that is mighty to deliver, and. to .bting 


' thee out of this Spiritual Egypt with a high Hand : 


But this thou canſt not come to, witneſs, .but by, dyi- 
Rn NOwIng him ; and if- thou willingly yield'ſt.to 
1s gentle drawings, when thou feeP{t them, in thy 
Heart , thou wilt find them to, be effeQtual and pro- 
fitable to thy Soul , and the more thqu. follow? ſt 
him, the. more thou, wilt feel his Goodneſs break 
in 'upon. thee; for hy Encouragement , and the leſs 
thou wilt doubt of his, Love and Mercy, in leading 
thee ſtill farther, even unto the end, and unto that 
Reſt which will fatisfie thy Soul, 

Therefore lay aſide all Conſultations that are a- 
gainſt thy Obedience to the Gift of Godin thy Heart, 
which reproves Sin in thee; and give not.; way. to 
vain and. needleſs Doubts about it , but as thou find'ſt 
that thou haft been Condemned and Judged in thy 
diſobeying of it, now try and prove whether by 
taking up thy daily Croſs, and obeying of it in th 


Words and ARtions, and 1n. all things, if thou, do 


not 'find the anſwer of ſweet Peace and Joy.: and 


"when thou ſhale find it,-ſo, then, will there be no 


more. room. for Doubts, and Queſtionings againſt thy 


obeying of it, ; but as any Queſtions or Doubts do 


ariſe in thee, or ſhall be caſt in- thy way by any 
without 
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without thee, 'thou. wilr feel the anſwer of it in thy 1668 
ſelf to. thy ' refreſhing; and ſo thou wilt come to ro \ 
witneſs the effeQtual Operation of it daily in thy.Soul 
to- work thy Change and Tranſlation out of thy ſelf, 
into it ſelf, and ſo thou wilt come. not only; to know 
the Light in thee, for that one may do and periſh, 
(For this is the Condemnation, that Light is come, and 
rot loved,) but thou wilt know that thou art in the 
Light, and walkeſt there with God, and in the holy 
Fellowſhip, where thou feeP{t the Lord near thee. 
in his Light, and his Reward is with him. And fo 
coming to walk and dwell. in the Light, thy Con- 
verſation 1s now in Heaven, as the Saints of old was, 
and thy Unity is witnefled with the Father and . the 
Son, as theirs was, who ſaid, If we walk in the Light, 
as he is in the Light, they had Fellowſhip with him ; and 
if any ſaid they had Fellowſhip, and walked in Darkneſs, 
(which all Sinners do, for Sin is. the work of it;) 
ſach, they ſaid, were Lyars. And ſuch as walk in the 
Light, as he is in the Light, ſuch comes. to know 
the Blood that cleanſeth and waſheth from the Sin, 
and from all Unrighteouſneſs; and ſuch as feel this 
Work wrought in them, are brought ito ſuch. a 
knowledge of the Blood of Chriſt, that they. need 
not doubt about it, nor have the occaſion to raiſe a 
eftion' where it is, or what it is, or what the 
efficacy of it'is.; for having the work and witneſs of 
the Blood in them, this forthwith refolves-all Doubts 
that would”arife. And ſo likewiſe thoſe that come 
to know the Light in all things to: be. their. Guide, 
to lead out of Darkneſs and Sin, and TmperfeQions, 
and to bring into the Innocent and Blameleis Con- 
- TL 8 verfation 
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1668: verſarion whych- becorheth Saints ,,, and fo. rome to 

CY Snow their Footiteps diretted :before the Lord, fuch- 
have donedoubting and quieſtioning about Petfeftion ; 
for; furl; ſee that which: is perfect to be,come, and. 
and/ whey from the: Belief. which they ;have. of :ats 
taining it,'are labouring; to Conform themfelyes un- 
to- that Rule, and\cndeavouring after it, not. as the 
Carnal Profeſſors, (who {ay they labour after a Con» 
queſt over their Sins, with a Belicf they; ſhall never 
attain it while they live ;) bur they ſo run, that oy 
may-attain, and bave the true Hope in them, whic 
they that have , are purifying themfelves ,.as he is; 
pure; that/is their Hope, as Fokr faid, He . that hath 
this. Hope in him, purifieth binſelf as God is pure , that 
fo, Even as he was in'this preſent World, ſo thiy may be 
aljo. And fo here. the Subſtance will come, and will 
cauſe the Shadow to flee,, and will anſwer all thy 
Doubts and Queſtions fir beyond. what Argumeucs 
can do,” : ' - LN. | | 
 Andagamn, the many Doubts and Diſputations that 
have ariſen about the Refurreftion, as thou domeſt 
to: be Faithful in the daily Croſs that doth Shy and 
Crycife that Nature tm thee, that hath [reſtfted rhe 


8 Chriſt, and all. that are in. him, are in the Reſur» 
tion, and m the 


wire dead, 301 hal be .ove;;, and. they that live. to 
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God, ”in' the Spirit of his'Sor', have 'ipart/in the ff 1668. 
Reſierrcion, Which whomfoever comes to witneſs, VVV - 
the' Seromd Drath hath nd Power ove? them, but they ' 
come to' krow the thing 4s it is it Jetus, #nd their - 
Dvtbrs/are'all anſwered aboue thar alſo; for he that. 
ktrows'a Death and s Reſurretion after this man- 
ner, To be dead to Sin, and to be riſcn with Chriſt Te: ' 
ſue tn the new Lifi, even while they ate in this Farths | 
ly Tabertacle , before it be diſſolved, fuch will ne- 
ver queſtion their apptaring at the Judgment Seat 
of Got after it is Difſ6lved, but do believe it with 
Joy and Gladnefe, and have a fervent Hope concern 
ing the Reſurre&ion of the Dead , and have their 
expettatioh unto God in that matter , that he will 
according to his Promiſe, raife them up at the laft' - 
Day, and will give unto every Seed hr own Body, 
ever! as pleaſeth him. And the Creature 1s not cates - 
ſut then about ſuch fooliſh Oteſtions and Doubts; #4 
| to enquire what tanner of Body God will givetliem, 
bur teaves it to the Lord, in full Faith that he will 
raife them up according to the Scriptures : Arid {0 - 
here all thy Doubrs will flee away, and are anſwered ' 
| with that that'was befote them; as if comes tb rule 
: in the Creature, and” Def that »' the Root! atff 
Ground of theny, comes-t6 be: fwallowed up in the 
"i ite wed thy pee te OR frre&ton, 

, aS ENOU TEECTS Ef! RiMmnt Ce 
all che Donbts and Fears WT y owt! Condition wi 
be anſwered” efetimily, which eahnot otherwiſe be 
anſwered, but by that good Spirit of Gu thatiffives 
wirh thee ; which , when it doth prevaiF-wiry-thee, 
and chou' becomes ſubjeR to' ic , tlen i witneffer!: 


for - 
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1668 for thee : for that there is a ſtate in which there is 
GYV a danger of falling away, thy daily Experience teach- 


eth thee to thy Sorrow ; and beſides , Chriſt faid, 


Every Branch in me that beareth not Fruit.,, muſt be cut. 


#7; and the many Examples. in Scripture, of, them 
that departed from the Faith , and made Shipwrack: 
of it, and turned with the Dog to the Vomit, and 
the Sow to the Mire, doth ſufficiently prove it. And 
if thou doft ſtand, it is by Faith , and thou muſt 


take heed, and ſo may*ſt thou come to the Crown, 


and Seal, and Aſſurance, and an Eſtabliſhment in the 
Kingdom, where thou ſhalt no more go forth, but 
ſhall have thy Souls deſire anſwered. 

And when thou comeſt to know this ſtate, and to 
receive this White Stone that hath the Name within, 
thou wilt then be without Doubt or Fear, gee up 
inthe Will to God, to do and to ſufter al 
according to his bleſſed Will. And here; 1s the true 
and perfect Reſt to thy Soul, whoever thou art, that 
art-now labouring in the Iron Furnace of thy own 
Thoughts: and -Doubts, in which the more thou gi- 
veſt thy ſelf up thereto, the darker thou art, .and = 
fuller of Doubts, for they will 'beget, and multiply 
one another ; and the more thou reaſon*ſt x cg Q- 
beying God's Witnefs in thy Heart , the leſs able 
thou art' to obey it, but the little ſtrength that God 
gives thee,. thou-conſults it away , and -then when 


thou would'ſt be Strong , thou becom*ſt- Feeble., 


and *when thou would'ſt in ſome meaſure: Obey., 


thy own Conſultations ſtands in the way, and, hin-: 


ders thee; and the, more thou encreaſeſt in Knows 
ledge in this ſtate, the more thou Mig” thy: 
ra orrow 


things, 
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Sorrow and Condemnation ; ſo that ſometimes thou 1668 
art ready to wiſh thou had'ſt never known ſo much VV 
of Truth; -and ſometimes wiſheſt thou knew*ſt more 
concerning ſuch a Point, or ſuch a Doctrine, or ſuch 
.a Scripture, or fuch a Myſtery, and art apt to think, 
becauſe thon art yet ignorant ' in ſome things rela- 
ting to' Truth , therefore thou art the more excu- 
able if thou be diſobedient. But alas ! poor Soul, con- 
ſider, the way to know more, is to be obedient to 
a''little which thou haſt received; and then that 
Miſt -and Fog of thy own unfaithfulneſs will vaniſh 
away from before the Eye of thy Mind ; for it is 
that which hinders good ' things from 'thee, and 
mak'*ſt thee go'daily with a: Burthen- upon thy Sltoul- 
ders, 'and a Guilt upon thy Conſcience; and thou 
canſt not., in no caſe of thy Neceſſities, come -be- 
fore the Lord with an open Face, but art covered 
ſtill with thine own Iniquities, And in this ſtate 
thou knoweft neither Sabbath, nor New-Moon, nor 
Holy-Day to the Lord ; bur all Labour; Toyt and 
Travel, and Weartſomneſs of 'Spirit, till many even 
come'to wiſh an end of their days, and yet are-in 
great fear that the end will be worſe too. Oh ! how 
my Sout pitties you: whoſe ſtate this is, and T have 
a goun {ympathy with your Sorrows, and in Bowels - 
of tender Love am I drawn forth to reach- out a 
Hand to help: you, as one that hath obtained Mer- - 
ey to know Deliverances, and to witneſs the way 
of it, and have the Teſtimony of God in my Heart, 
to witneſs' forth the coming of the Saviour to the 
Poor and Needy Souls, to the Relieving of them , 
and Comforting of them. . And my SouPs Deſire 
» 
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-1668 -15, that your Bonds might be broken, and- your 
" — ht 'eſcape : Bar this I ſay'in the Name of 
* the Evre to! you all, there' is no'way far youb'De- 
'(Hverance; but (your giving ap ir ſingle Obedients to 
- that faichful -and true Wien of- God which' Kirs 
and moves in thee! againſt thy Sins: And therefore 
-wait thou to feel thy' Mind and ' Will ſubjefted 
+ thoreunto, that thou may*ſt feel thy ſelf.co be-one 
of | thoſe willing People in this rhe' Day of 'God!'s 
Power; and ceaſe from thy Reafonings'again{t-thy 
obeying the Truth, and from faying thow'camnot , 
thou wants Power, and when God gives-thee Grace, 
then rhou wilt obey ;. for thete Sayings are im vain ; 
for tho? it is true ro:e can _ OCCREIIES | 
Grace and Power given: unto ' them, ' yet che -ha 
- made his Grace,' even that which br ingeth Satuation;' to 
Appear: wato 'aff Mea, as in Titus +2, 11,'and « hath 
-appeared unto'thee, and in theo to whom T write, ;and 
-18 a Reprover in thee , and thou muſt rurn to that 
ithat {mites thee, and then thou turn'{t to the Geace 
-of God ; for it's his Grace that ftrives with' thee , | 
:£0. lead thee out of the Bvil that it raproves | im-thee, | 


.aod':ſo out. of the World;that hes in the Bvib;.ap 
1119:God from whence the Grace cometh : For -whe- 
-wever doth give up- ta the drawings of: the good 

Spirit- of God that moves in them, and in: obedience 
:thercto do deny themſelves of their own Wills, and þ.. 
:Jaiſts; and Evil .Delwes and Pleaſures , fuch wanes 
not Power, but feels him neav them-that works the 
Wilingnefs firft ,. and then. the: Deed according to 
his Pleaſure, and fo. the Glory comes alone to be 
'his. And then thou. knowelt the Myſtery of the |. 

: Croſs, 
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vand How'it is he Rows Gad whichall thavie- 1668 
he Crofs, coinpliin 'for'want of And And fofollomy a5 IS 
Ll in the roks thou livelt inthe Power,.,rd 

| Mering's extic, and all things are gon ahec 

dos lan glat as long op ay AY 1ng-to 

| '1$ Corruptible, 6 = more 

e nt A and Pleaſure in that which is Ever- 
ny £ Defires grow more- and- more fer- 

you ater 0 a f $pir p__ Hes <q cs it,-in 
nity of Spirit, And thoſe Delires grow- 

ing” firong ing ry it grows a lighter-thing 'to thee 
wah that whic hinders,” toagh jt de wh 

Bo om Sins, thy. Dulileh's and Darlings, yet all invſt 

0, for the love. thon haſt to Truth. - And ſhelr/on- 

-Iy.as have this Love, and continue init, ate cotmt- 

ed worthy to be Heirs of the Kingdom of God ; 

for {0 long. as any thing be hugged and loved. be- 

ſide the Lord, if tie Lord ſhould manifeſt his Love 

to thee, thou would' phy the Harlot,. and abuſe 

his Mercies, and crave to oo old Lovers; -as 1 44/ 

of 'ofd did , that was after tlie Fleſh. Arid there- 

fore think it not. ſtrange, to be brought 'throwgh 

hianold: Trizks that thereby thon may'{t be parged! 

un gee ted 'as a Brifle, for tlie tus: Havbard 
etus 3 for ' there ate many that deſire: Ac- 
tamntarice with bitt!, bit are not fitted for /hitn ; 
eliey tfiuft be wathed' firft; 4hd- tririmed firſt, /afd 
miſt por bf rhe vite Rairent firſt y-and- mult « cothe 

to know the white 'Linnen put on; 41d while: rHis 

work is doing, what need of Patieriee 411d Qaict- 

nels of Spitit-is-tlicte ? = nded-of Subjetion: to 


the 
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- ther ſubmit in all things williogly't5''46'and fr” 


and to, be tried and exerciſed, -eyen as it pleaſe the 


Lord to order, or ſuffer thee tobe tried 3 .and.ja . 
{7 3s the 


heal them y_ Therefore learn patience and ſtil- 
neſs of Mind, for by taking thought, thou can'ſt add 


.nothing in this Work. 1 remember 1/rae! of old, 


who were commanded to ſtand ſtill to ſee the Sal- 
vation of 'God in their greateſt. ſtraits, and they 
were a Figure unto thee: And now in the Light 
read thy Figure ,..and wait for the. Subſtance, the 
true Seed, that it may bring forth Peace and Reſt 


to thy Immoxtal Soul, and may. fet up Righteouſ- 


neſs in-thy Earth ; which is, that I travel after, on 
the behalf of all diſtreſſed and afflicted Souls every 


where, to whom I am a Friend and Well-wiſher, 


as one knowing their Trials, Straits, Doubts and 
wr d _ alſo through the rick Love of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus., do vi the delivering, anſwer- 
ing and fatisfying Life made-manifeſt and. revealed 
in its own Eternal Light, which 7 ans every Man. 
4nd in true deſire that you may all know the ſame, 
ahd. in diſcharge of my Duty towards God and my 


Generatron, _ 
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Generation, have T fent forth this Word: af  Coun- 1668 


ſel and Exhortation, and da remain in Reſt rwvWw 


wel the Loy being thus far clear of the B ood of 
whether wu Gur r or forbear: And though 


« for. che Gol} 34 Pa et the Lord's Frees 
Van Mn rang ve, and full Affurince"' for, 
emption. os 


Ipſwicl?s Coanty-Goal, Known by the N, 
ein "9 # thi 


Stephen Criſp. 
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A 
Back-ſlider Reproved, 


AND HIS 


FOLLY made MANIFEST, 


AND HIS 


CONFUSIONS 


AND 


CONTRADICTIONS 


DISCOVERED. 


In a ſhort Reply toa BOOK lately publiſhed by 
Robert Cobbet, called A Word to the Upright, who being 
turned from the Light, now makes it his work to War 
againft it, and them that walk in it ; But his Weapons 
are broken, and in his own Snare is he taken. 


Written for the Truths Sake, by a Servant thereof, known 
by the Name of 
STEPHEN CRISP. 


Prov. 10. 18. He that bideth hatred with lying lips, and be that uttereth a 
Nlender, is a fook. 

Verſ.21.Tke lips of the Righteous feed many, but Fools die for want of Wiſdom. 

Chap. 12. 2. A good man obtaineth favour with the Lord, but a man of wick; 
ed devices will be condemn. 


Unto which is added, 
A brief Anſwer to a Pamphlet, Stiled, A brief Diſcovery of the La" 
bourersin MYSTERY BABYLON. 


LONDON, Printed by T. Sowle, 1694. 
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Fa 
Back-ſider Reproved. . 
AND' HIS 
FOLLY made MANIFEST, 


AND.HTS 


CONFUSIONS 


AND: 


Tis fiot a New nor Strange thing,, to ſee the Old * 


CONTRADICTIONS 
Enemy of the Light, 4v/z. the Prince. of: Dark- | 


DISCOVERED. 
I neſs, to be diligent- in raiſing up as high Moun- - 


tains and Towers as-he can, to keep it: from Shining ; 
and as heean bring forth no Evil to Man of himfelf, 
without. ſome: Inſtrument into which he gets'an En- 
trance; therefore he- is diligent -1n per{wading: and 
tempting from the Light, even thoſe that have- ſeen 
theAppearance of it, and.not become. ſo ſubjeQ-to. it 


Oy 


" A Back-ſlider Repzoved, 


166g as they ſhould have been, whoſe fooliſh hearts he 
&YV Darkens, and fills their Minds with vain Imaginati- 


ons; and _ are _ _— Kama 1 Os r his 

urpoſe, as bearing ſomething more of. his Image, 
a himſelf abode nor in the Truth ) than others. 
And ſuch as theſe he always ſpurred on in a blind Zeal 
againſt the Light,.as that which was moſt Deſtru- 
Five to his and their Works of Darkneſs. And a- 
mong-this ſort-of Inſtruments, here is one Robert Cob» 
bet, hath prefented himſelf as an Enerny to the Do- 
Arine of the Light, though he is indeed but as one 
of the meaneſt and ſhattered'ſt of that Camp, and 
hath attain'd to but a ſmall meaſure of that Subtilty 
which this Father and Prince-of Darkneſgdoh we to 
furmſh his Children withal, that are le-fo re- 
.ceive it. But however, what he hath, or thinketh 
he hath, he hath adventuret! to preſent to publick 
View,; though indeed it 1s asa Rod tor his own Cha- 
friſement. Ard I þeartil wiſh-thete be fo much 
Senle left in him, that he may feel the ſmart of it, 
and may Amehd an&leave off his Folly ahd blind Z:al, 
and ſubmit to that which comprehends him, his Spi- 
rit and Works. For I, knew a time when he could 
not have believed that he ſhould have been led to ſirth 
a depth of Confuſion; in oppoſing the Light as no 
he is, though he was never faithful to it as he ought, 
but {ought in his Palten corruptible Wiſdom to have 
comprehended it; but I defire he may yet fee a Death 
upon that which hath unto this Day, kept his Soul in 
Dxth and Darkneſs. And in order thereunto, and for 
the Truths Sake, F have Writren theſe few Lines, 
briefly tro fhew him and others his Confufions, Con- 
| tradictions 


VI y —_— 


- = u + — 
_— ——_ 


El 


tradiftions and' Abſurdities; or atleaRt 4 ow hop, 
mes he harh Uttered, and Pritited'in ' his Book, 
called; {4 Word to the Vpris \ &c. AL there ore, 


'RPaden7? eoernu >, "thiat after h od's 
To poo aka keg hi was 

done Him how = 
TRI nd the Seri "t003 ja 
ores Reply thereto,” he publiſhed this; called; 4 
Word to the + *Vprig ht; which, the ſaith, is > effabliſh 
them intheſe err ing Dp) andto 'keep the Toung Sprouts 
try” Corrupt ion tn in Opinion, ; which, whe- 

th 


Wriczh a* Piece' that is' likely to 


ove'an Efad/iſhing of the upright 'from Error, or to 
[fuk I 'rhe ha FA Saw: -whiterd im Principle 
or Opinion, '"will- more appear anon to the Conſiderate 
Faonach ' whew' he: —_ Fghtly weighed the Conſe- 

v9r—3Dfnke 5 Docrines' for” Truth, 
Filter it. Wiltnot notiny mote like to diltra- 
Qed'Men} than Principal: Chriſtians: '* 

-Atmy firſt eh of This Book;-it roſe irt my fitart 
to'Write ſomething” ini Anſwer to it, and to take off 
the Reproach which he hath endeavoured to caſt up- 
on the bleſſed Truth'and Way of God which he hath 
þ— monty o Back 'upon; | but-wheni T'eatne to make-a 

ent ſearclrinto'the'marter, T found" much” of that 
lab ſpared, the moſtpart of his Doftrines being an- 
{wered and confulted b T himſelf, in the ſame Book, 
= that + ht _ en called, Robers Cobber An- 
werin onfuring R t Cobbet, as will appear 
in: chis enſuing Reheafſal o ts OY Sin 
Cip / iis 


&@&}* Ard 


21669 
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mes "ajid) Prin- | 


: 1724; AnchMidee|Bxp2obrK:: 


therefure- now: Jet. the, Upright, to:whinin he 


Do rs. conſider. what he. pr $to them-as an 


Eſtabliſhment againſt the _ of theſe erring Days... ': 
\AP firſt 35 torbe:Li Conſcience, he ſaith, 


Eg cagh. "m1 i Hperling's limps. in the 
what io don aw! j "S 


R. '@ ath be 4 Light: in the Conte: and 
tits Original; to. wisz, the-Lifei of Jeſls, 'and-to- its 
Power, Efficacy,, and Influence ; and 'alfo tb the et 
ets that Sllow bothithe Obedient, and Difobedient:; 
as. Woe-and;Peace; Condemnation. and: Juftitication, 
and, haw; itis the-Soul's direor unto Chrit;; and thar 
by which the Soul obtains the knowledge of what-is 


good, and Communion, &«. 
Now 


OO ROO ONO OOO 


—_——_ - - _ — 


any "is Falty wilhe 0 Danifett 187 


Now will or can any, that doth take j 1n and receive 1669. 


this OE ro RC, 'doube or, es his. he. vw 


a Friend .to the. Li git, and to. the Qazters too, 

| ke, hath o ſtrong rongly Tre texted, their Pruiciple, 

yy ſo many Nlluſtrations? ppoſe:that,now 

thou doſt believe R.. C. in theſe ra of be ſetled 
in thy. mind that he hath written the, Truth, and io 
come, to find a need of loving and obeyin; this, Lighr . 
in-thy. Conſcience; which, he further Atﬀhrals in the | 
21/t. pag? thus, The Word that was God. bymbych all things 

was. made; tn\ him was Life, ang that Life was the Lig G 
of- Men, and he it is that lighteth every Man that cometh 

znto the World, IT fay, if _ doft come to be ſetſed 


thus in ; Erri Rap as Ke call Ped are and aig 


come. to have an. 99 Gam 

R. C; ha oh EE oe 6 uor thee; . na Luc 
if R..C; N aA FINE, again, 
and Write my \fal 6 it ace thu belieye them, 
not, but kee Ik to 5 this Trutt an Row. op ſhale, find. 


ba Hol rea be ? 


the good E pigs of it, beyond 
Declare HY far R. Wa 
neſſed to © Ifuch, | may JO ;follows as. tg. 


Rr Fir ks 9. in go ently Tho Lyle 


in the C onſcience cannot: lead the F, Folens {0 its Dittates 
further than its. own Centre, which js the Centre, of, Na-. 
ture, and its. power. fetty, but the | mT Lo the —_— of - 
Natare ;, and: that Man's 4 nfern : pa mere . 
power to give $ alvation, 4 the Soak ro Beg ta ſave it's " 
as in the ſame page ; and that the | ſinking down into it / 
a Manifeſt ation g. the Salvation that came by Grace in 


Chriſt, is a Dottrine that turns away the Creature from 
Aa 2 Chirſt 


— = 


'J Back-ſlider ver Keproned,” 


1669 Chriſt the R Roleciner Io , to a property of Nature, wherein cas can 
SN VV be no ſaving Health, as in page 30,” And again, inthe 
—Y” fame' page he faith, '7he Light 52 'thiC onſctence being a 
property in Man, as May is a C reature, its office in the 

Soul ts not ap ointed to Zzive Satvation, And inthe 21F. 
page he ach Chriſt Che Word that maketh all things, | 
is not the Li and although be be Goodneſs it fell 4 F. and | 
ſends forth $ Love (to ) his Ws whic ſhed in | 

the Heart, is a' Light which he . calls his Spirit,” wed 

Light is not Chriſt ef h his of Nature. "And inthe 

page faith, Sk the fori of May is of the ops a 


Light, and is ſpark of that Natare, which having lo 
ts life by the ef reſſion of the Man to God, is $2 
&c. 

Now by this time where is the Settlements for the 
young 'Sprvuts 6f-the' Nation ? Who.mulſt  ( if they 
will believe R: C.). believe that the Light i in Conſci- 
ence is toTad-td Chriſt, and. yet can' lead no further - 
than the Centre of ature; ; and that it is Salvation, 
and hath power to miniſter Woe and Peace, to Juſti- 
fie or Condema ;.and now muſt belieye it can do nei- ; 
_ it being but'a property of Nature, and dead” to 

God: And muſt belleve that'the by: of Men, is = 13 
Life ai nd'Chriſt; and now muſt believe” that though - 
this Light i is his Life, and is his Spirit, and of his N 
ture, yet it is not He. Oh, horrible Blindnefs and Sot- 
tiſhnels ! Is this the way to ſettle People, for fuch 
double-rminded and be ones Hypocrites to take , 
in hand to Dotrinate them thus Backward 'and For- 
ward, to believe and deny the fame thing, and all in 


one Hours time? - 


a. tis.” ea. a ied that and 


But 


——W—_——4 


== 


more I have to Note, which R. C. 


But one th 
oes about to {ettle us in, -in theſe Erring Times, a- 
ut what we ſhould and ought to believe of Chriſt, 
what he is that js the Saviour, in which Mark ; Firſt, 
he affirms in the 34. page, That Chrift is "a. as 


he is the Word, And in the 16th. page faith, The Seed 
is Chriſt, to whom the Covenant was made by God, as 
Written, my Covenant ſhall be with thee, and with thy 
Seed, and he is Lord and Saviour. And in 17th. page 
he Quotes the.ſaying of Chriſt, They have believed that 
I came' down from thee. So here thou maiſt ſee who 
R. C. acknowledgeth to be the Saviour, even the Seed 
of Promiſe, with which God's Covenant ſtands for 
ever, which Seed came down from God, &«c. So this 
is good ſound Dodtrine according to. Scripture but 
that thou may*ſt be unſettled again. from this, R. C. 
faith again in the 18h, page, That the Saviour is in 
Nature and Creatarality like him ; and that the Seed that 
broke the Serpents Head not ſomething that this R. C. 
is not, as he is Nature and Creatare, but is the off-[pring of 
Adam, conſiſting as he doth : And faith-in his 12th. p. 
The Body was Chriſt : And in; his 6th, page, Behold I 
ſbew you a Myſtery, you rus the Clouds, Chriſt being 
the produtt of the Holy Ghoſt to a coanulated" [nbſtance 
from the properties of Man in Mary. : And in the 18th. 
page faith, Being out of doubt that the Soal of Chriſt: 


was of and from the properties of. Nature and Creature, 
made by generation of the properties, of Mary, is that Seed 


God promiſed to break the Mair *'s Fad. And in the 
19th. pige, Is it xot the, Body of Chriſt, by which. we are 


recontiled unto God ?. Tes verily, . 


So 


1669 
WV 


[COCA 
1669 Sq now let all People ſee if this Man be like to ſettle 
WY. any, and to keep the Foang Sproars. from being deceiy- 

©. -ed, who is thys confuſed himſelf; 'one while telling it 
.is the Seed that is' the Saviour, .and the ever alking 

/ Ce 

bing 


,Word:of God; andhe which came IO R300 gs 
| and then preſently ſaying it jsa'thing produced, a 
"nt formed of the = achyrap 4 Man, a Body that reconciles,. 
|; coagulated ſubſtance, a thing in Nature like him himſelf, 
G1 conſiſting as he-doth both itt kind.and ſubſtance; and much 
ſuct-like as may be ſecn more at large'in his, Book, . 
Well; if R.*C. had:known Chriſt Jeſus, and the 
Power-of his ' Death and Refi freQion, he had. not 
Written ſo confuſedly ; for thenhe had Known thevic- 
tue of 'the Seed; and: the "ſervice of Body- and Soul 
and-had known the offering to be, made hy the 
Etornal Spirit; and -then he would not, have ſaid that 
it was the Body, only that reconciled, or that the Bo» 
i! dy only was Chriſt, ſeeing thar the ag Prdging the 
| Spirit 15 Dead; -and that 'could' not give life ; but the 
ql Son of God that took the Boys hath life in himſelf, 
and can give life to them that Beheve, - and was, and } 
is, and isto come; and he is in the Paithful, and the 
are in him and'in his Body, Bone of it, and Fleſh, of 
it ; and the life which they; live is by Paithin.him,.aod 
not: by Talk of' him. | But theſe thiogs R. C. Is. 4 
ſtranger to,and ſo imagines about him, and intrudes in- 
to things which ke hath nor ſeen, and is vainly puft up 
in >fleſhly Mind and fleſhly Knowledge whichzisfor 
Judgment ;; for this Jumble and, Confuſion is the, only 


x 
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| way to bring into' Atheiſm indeed, if there: were.na 

ls better Aferters of the Doftrine of Chriſtianity than 

he is. But let all ſober People wait to feel a — 
® 


and His Folly made Wanifeſt, 


of that lifeand fullneſs thatdwelt in that Body of Te 1669 _ 
ſus, for which it was prepated, that ſy they may by WV. 


the Power of that Life be ferled in the kiiowledge of 
the Saviour-Jeſus,” and may dafly wiit' for bis Appeſt- 
ance to ſave ; for he ever Liveth and js evet pr 
and- tote are ſafe but under the Gebernintht 
Spirit; [Now as 'to What Subftance'fie was of, R- \ 
faith in his 6rh. Page, His ſubſtance was from the 

ties of Man in Mary : Bur in the ſame page, he. Lich a a= 
gan; 'T hat the B of ottr ' Lord was of an Heavent, by ſub- 
ſtore. And in "other Bbdk £: fs, He.is h, 
from the ſubſtanct'\of the Fither, and was, he faith," of 
the Natart of Heaven, - So then the properties of Man 


in Mary was Heavenly Subftance, of the Nature of ' 


Heaven, or elſe R. C. 1s here unſctted and"in Error 
and Darkneſs himſelf ; nay that which is 'rore,.R. C. 
himſelf'muſt be of this Heavenly fybſtarice, this Na 

ture of Heaven ; for he faith," Chriſt confi] iſteth as £ 
doth. But leſt ye ſhould belieye what .he faith a- 
bout .the Heavenly Nature, he faith, His Soal was 
made” by Generation of the properties-of Vary. R. C. 


Wilt thow'not- blu at't things when ou re-. | 


views thent? - 


hdd then Yor whe Rohm of tis. SiBRAdcs-H& © 


ſaithr page 8th, That whilt' he' there "oy diffored 20 


thin From th form of ff & Servitnr +" But inthe 6th. page; 
he faith, That -as he was thut Circumſeribed, and thus _ 


gf ed Of Soul; Botly and Spirit, he was that form of 


os now R. = White 4s "A Wiiin! of a Servint, | 


and the form of God all one? And is the form of 
God. a-circumſcribed' form? Haſt not thou learned 
this 


Son | 


m__ OD CO: OOO—OOO—— OnGR RV 


I 16 6e 9 this of Tan 
ed torious Hlaſphomer 


leton,! _— falſe \Wirnefs' and /n0-: 
= ( that ſaith.God-#5'-bat-:the big- 
nf aud compa[s : of '4 Man ). whole fteps thou%art 
Trading, whoſe, _ yo thy; End, jexcept 


thou. R | " i944 483 3 "Ft Tan 
"And! the gh cap the Blood:that daves 
and does away fin; Re-C,-in; bis rath; 


page faith, My Fon hang —_ are bought with:'4 Price, 
nor of Blood of Bull. and Goats, . nor. Heifers of 4 
year old, but by the -Blaod of | God.” "But: in bis 13th... 
Page he is of, another; Opinion, and ſaith: quite con» 

- theſe are., his . Words, vie. Which\Blood be- 
Pug wg Blood 0 of bis: Humanity, Jas be-was. Creathre, 
was that which did, with . God :expiate for fin. $0 now 
which of theſe two, Do&trines;ſhall we believez'that 
we are ſaved by the Blood of God, or Blood of the Hu- 
manity ? Or ſhall: we ſuppoſe them to -be-both;'one, 
and > God- to be Humane, and-ſo the __ in- 
different? |; . 

'R. C. Will do well to clear _ theſe things, : or 
own his Condemnation upon . hus' Folly and Pre- 
ſumption, for its unlike .he ſhould.;ever be recon- 
ciſ'd .to the People of God who is | ſo at-odds-in 
biglaf jn- this manner. Alas, - Robert { Doft thou 

et ſee. whither thou. art gone \by going from 
the” ight, and. now rs and. Reels, and doſt 
not know whither .thou  Goeſt? Oh !- that a day 
may be yet found for thee and thine, and that thou 
may*ſt come. to bow down to'that, which thou , 


now and __ pur win L 


þ 


And 


_____ andhis Follp jade manifeft. = 


193 


And in Page:2r, thou fay? 
ſeience be Chrz rhew. fo LEI 
ſo many Clrifts. Why ſo, Robert? Halt not thou w- 
ſelf anſwered this, in. confefling_ that one-Cliriſt haeh 
with kis Life. ſerved. to lighten every Man'that com- 
ok into the Warlk* And what geed is there then 
for every Man to have a. ciſtin&. Ghrilt, oeigy he 
is the Chriff of God, thow-ſay*ſb, thus enlightens t 


all” And thou fay'lt in-this ſame Page, That Chriſt, 


as he is. the Word azal Maker of all things,. is not the Light 
in Conſcience :. But in the next Line- or Two, thoty 
fay'It, But the Word that was God, &0.- i hits was 
Life, ani. the Life is the Light. of Men," and he lightens 
every, May. How: doſt thou mean by this 7 Doſt thou 
not mean that. he lightens them in their Conſciences? 
Or where elſe ? 


And as.ta the Soal.of Mar, thou fay*ſt in thy 4th 


Page, That it is a ſpark. of Gods Eternal Nature; cox- 
ated into a Spiritual [ubſtance for a centre of his tn- 
Enkejos ae _ thus compatted, is a'Creature of am 
Eternal Being, - of: an-own.' Self-[ubſiſt img- confiſteniy; 
- Hnſw. RE. hath here Be es then that 
ſubliſts of its:ſelf. contrary to-the' Seripture , that 
faith, alt thingy are, upheld- by the- Word, And-be- 
ſides this. eternal.Greature,; as he calls'it,. this ſpark off 
God's Eternal Natare ,. this- coagulated-ſubſtance ,, (he 
faith) was.:to, be.« canre for God's 1hſenfitrve Life. 
What. Robert |: Had- it nota Gemre before? But iÞ 
this. coagulated Subſtuwee ſubhits: of it ſeif', then! at 
by. ther Life that centers - inv it; And-if'the Soubbes 
a ſpark of God's Nature, how comes it to be Created ®. 
And if 1t be his Nature, how comes it to be Cor- 
Bb rupted 


If the Light in Com 1669 
as a8 m the World, S WY 
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x669 rupted in the Lifetime as thou fay't 'ir-is ? And 
Yo how can a Spark' of God's 'E Nature, - let in- 


to-it;;; (elf; the; Poyfon of - the Serpent and fo die? 
Where. i5-its a9. ſelf-fabſiſttncy now? Is: this thy! ex- 
plaining 'the matter ? Or, where is its being a'Centre 
for. that inſenſitive Life-of God'? And further in ay 
5th Page thou fay*ſt , this ſpark, this coagulated ſub 

france , this own [eff ſabfiſienc dieth : And in another 
place ſpeakeſt:of s pprittilng; and yet tatl*ft'of "an 
Eternal. Creature. But-R.'G, what life of time" is 
that which. corrupts the: Soul'? And how came it to 
have.its abode in an; Infeftious life of time; ſeeing 
it's an Eternal-Creature as thou fay*ſt- * But. what 
Man's -Soul, or the Soul of Jeſus either 18, -thou 
knoweſt.not-; for if thou' hadit, thou' wouldſt: not 
have thus befooPd thy ſelf, to fay, Man's Soul was 
a. ſpark of God's Eternal Natare, and yet ſay the Soul 
of Chriſt was but of the properties of Nature made. by 
Generation ; nor yet have affirmed that to be the Seed 
of. Promiſe which came by Generation, of and from the 
properties. of Mary. .Is not that the Seed\of Promiſe 
mentioned in 1/a. 9. 6. who 1s called, The Mighty God, 
the, Everlaſting Father , the Prince x Peace £ And 
what-.is- Mary the Mother of God ? "This wil pleaſe 
the Papiſts well; - And is this the way to ſettle Chri- 
ftians, and preſerve the young Sprouts of the Nation from 
corruption'! . And where-1s thy Scripture. to prave. 
that,,Jeſus/ the Saviour was Created, as in thy 
Ah Page. thou fay*ſt? But Oh ! this Darkneſs and: 
Confuſion, that thou may'ſt ſee it, and be aſhamed 


of -it. 4. 


- $4 


Again, 


and his Folly made manifeft. 195 
"Again Robert Cobbet , in his 26th Page, faith in 1669 
phin Words , That Chriſt and his Spirit are not one, WW 
And his Argutneat is, 'That Chriſt ſaid ,, I go- away, 
but” ] will: fend you 4 Comforter. Which Argument is 
ſufficient: to prove, that Chriſt,, the Mefſias and' Sa- 
viqur, is one with the .Spirit. of Truth, and ,not di- 
ſtint; , If one ſhould ask R.C. how many were men- 
tioned tn that Text , where he laith;, H. that dwell. 
e&th' with you, ſball be in you; would he anſwer that 
there was more than one if not, then here is no more 
(towit) Chriſt and his Spirit which eternally are one. 
Bur that he may ſufficiently manifeſt his Folly, he 
tells us in the lame 26:h. Page, That the Father, the 
Word, and the Spirit, are all One, both in reſpett# of con- 
fent in their Teſtimonies, and alſo in reſpe#t of their Eter- 
ni;y of Being ; {0 which of theſe ſhall we believe ? that 
Chrift . and his. Spirit are'One, or that they are not 
One'? R.C. will dd well to tell People- which he 
will ſtand by. | | 
And for R. Cobbet*s pleading or hoping, That the 
Powers will keep up a Charity to us, upon the account that 
Thoufands' of as 'do (he hopes) believe his Narrative of 
God; and his Deſire altering the matter for a Corpo- 
| ral form, into a nature for produftion cf Creatures, 
ſpeaking forth the model by his Word, ©. Page 26. 
Truly we need not R. C. to. ſet forth -an account of 
I our Faith and Belief in theſe things, neither can we 
own it or him ;. for if we ſhould,, we ſhould foon be 
brought under the Judgment both of God and. Man. 
And for his pleading, That 7 the ſpundeſt Bodies, there 
ſometimes breaketh forth a Boyl, "Truly if he aims at 
us by this Body, (as I think he doth,) we do con- 
Bb 2 fels, 


——————————_—n. 


" FY £4 Og 


tnr-pasof py Ahoy tte while he profeſſed him- 
felf-robgof 


"55710 great diſparagement to the Body ; for the 
mo 1s ſounder rs wa him than' with him ; . and 
whill he'was amongft ns, he was ofteh breaking our 
with his Whimfeys :and Tmaginations, fo that'he 
became-navufequs/unto tis; but not in ſo grols amanner 
aS nNOW. 4 

And for R. C. ſaying, That ſome of us knew that he 
corned Or Language but .a cant Language ;.we know 
chat from the firſt. of his .conting among us, \he was 
fxr'enongh from onr 'Lapguage or Life- either. - Bux 
it 15-70 great matter for him to call our Languag 
2:Cam, who Teplies to our Words thus, -wz.. when 
we ſaid, The. Lord is One, and the Name isOne; he: an- 
Fwers, Friends, do nt Caper, as in his 2d Page. And 
he faith in his 31ft Page , That. be is »o Quaker ; of 
which, all that ever faw or heard any thing of the 

wakers Books or Pottrines, will bear him witneſs; 

T never did Queer appear-in_ ſuch a heap of Con- 
$i = RC Tach Ya; i yer Thr lin 

'hirs 1n this 7 11t Page, I hat to be 4 

os deny his Lord and Maſter God wall judge PR : 
if by Lord and Maſter he means the Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
as I think he doth. But he' that really and'truly is 
his Lord; viz. the Prince of the Air that rules in the 
Hearts of ſuch Difobedient Children and Apoltates 
4s he is. He, I-confelfs, he muſt deny more than ever 


yet 


ma£Q©c@CuS Oc .c 


_— 


ye by lth cvne, before he. can become a,Quakor,,or 


-- Box why. doth R.Cinhis/zorh Patze, tomeaich 
ls, dr afitlfay';, Brien, & bl anb1106-2 


Fo 
Pontras Pilate, wo be the Lord and Saviour. But in- 


be: the Eternal Son of God. But if R. Cobbet's Do- 
Gtrine be true, then he was not before Mary ; but his 
ym—_ of Chriſt, is ſufficiently manifeſted to all 
that. have an Eye opened. 

And as to his ſaying, That the Apoſtle ſaith, .1 Coy. 
15.1, 2, 3. That the Sufſerings of Chriſt 4s the Power of 
God and Goſpel, by which we are ſaved : That's falfe, 
and a belying the Apoſtle and Scripture too; for all 
that read the Text may fee, that the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of his Sufferings, but as one part of many of that 
Goſpel which he had prea-ied ; but it was the Re- 
ſurre&tion of Chriſt he: m1 of all pointed:ar,. as 
-che_ principal thing they mur come to feel the power 
of; as in Verſe 12,. 


Mony 


nity with them , who. ate ſoornfaly {> Gal-/ AS 
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1669. Many more of R. Cobbet's Abſurdities and Contra- 
UYV ditions T might note down, as alſo thoſe noted in 


the Anſwer to his firſt Book, which yet remain un- 
anſwered, nor ſo much as an attempt: made thereof; 
he (it may be) deſpairs of ever reconciling them in 
the {ight.of Rational Men, But theſe at preſent, may 
fatisfic the Ingenious Reader, what Spirit it is in Robert 
Cobbet, that harh taken in hand to ſettle Peaple in theſe 
erring Days, and to preſerve the young Sprouts of the Na- 
tion from Corruption, And o let Robert Cobovet mind 
(if he writes again) to keep more within the Bounds 
of Moderation , and not to let his Enyy againſt the 
Light, ſo captivate his Reaſon, as to. bereave him of 


the uſe of it, as it hath done; for truly is that Scrip- 


ture fulfilled in him, He that walketh in Darkneſs, 
fambleth, and knoweth not whether he goeth. 


and his Folly made manifeſt. 


—— 


Concerning the Light that liphteth every 


one that cometh into the 


orld, what 


_.it is, and what it is not, as Robert Cobbet 


faith- 


Page 1. 

frine of 
the Light in Conſcience, had 
it been kept in its Office, as 
a School-maſter, to bring un- 
to Chriſt, had been a Dottrine 
of good Morality. 


Pag. 3. 1 deny not , but 
the end of the coming of the 
Lord into the World, was to 
beget his Children into fel- 
lowſhip, by Communion with 
his Father and Himſelf, by 
giving to them his Life, 
which is Mars Light, which 
(my Brethren) being our Sal- 


vation, &C. 


Pag. 10, But 4 Light of | 


Reaſon Man hath , as Man 
is a Rational C 3297s aan 
which, his Light hath know- 
ledge of Good and Bad as 


7 Hich Do-| 


alſo Knowledge from his 


E not decerved, 
the Light in 
Conſcience cannot lead the Fol- 
lowers of its Diftates farther 
than its own Centre, which 
is the Centre of Nature, and 
its power felt, but the power 
of the Centre of Nature, 
Pag. 22. So hence I cor:- 
clude, that the Spirit of Man 
being his internal Light , 
hath no more power to grve 
Salvation to the Soul, than 


Pag.22., 


the Soul hath to ſave it ſelf. 


Pag. ro. Therefore the 
Light in Man, being but 
the Light: of Man, as Man 
is a Rational Creature, fink- 
ing into ut for the minfeſta- 
tion of the Salvation that 


COmDEs. 


r669 


1669: Light to-eſchew, Evil , and 
WY to do Good ; in, the doing | 


either of which Ron Wo 
| ve ad 077 FOE. | 


Pap. 22: Bat int lhnt the 
Light ts a wy glimpſe 


in the: , doth. comvince 
the Soul. * what is: done @\ 
miſs, which diſcerned by the 
Soul, ſerves for a: Dircdtor| 
of the Soul to Chriſt, where 
only . lies its hel, which 
, irit or. Light in-May, is 
Candle of- the- Lord, 


which ſoearcheth- the- tnner-| 


moſt. parts of the Billy, and 
comes - down-with every Man | for 
by. Gener ation from Adam. 


Pag:T1. TheLight ſerves 
but-to condemn for "Unbelief, 
uſtifie the Creatrre in 


mY Faith. 


or<to-juſti 
his 


comes from Grace, by Cove- 
nant from God , by Jeſus 
C wid is a Dottrine rhat 
FUY HS - a7 ay the. - Creature 
from Chrift the: Reabemer, 
to a property of Natare , 
wherein can be no ſaving 
Health. 
| Pag. ro; . The Light m 
C onſcience being 4 4 property 
in Max , as Mtn is &Crea- 
are ; its office in the Soul is 
not" appointed to give Salas 
tor; 
i Pag.21. (Chriſt, ar be 
'ts the Word and Maker of 
all things, is not the Light 
in C qo 
| g:2T. The Word: be- 
FE Hb s it ſelf, ſents 
J /þ hrs - te beF his 
[7's which ſhed in the Heart, 
is toit a Pight, and this My 
calls his'S peri, which Ligh 
is not Cheift, rough" wy 
py | 
The Syirit of Mtn 
being, n--1 he jedi ene of light, 
is a Creatural Spirit _ the ' 
principle of Light, as a Spark 
of that” Nature , "wha bas ' 


ving loft its Lift, by the * 


Fane 


A — 4, Tz _——— TL « 


bo ———— 


— anFÞCFAy made manifeſt. 
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Pag. 21. - But the Word 
_ was God, by which all 
s were mad; , in him 

ife, and that Life was 


the Light of Mew, and he|\- 


it is o_ lighteth every Man 

that £ometh into the World. 

:4.Drd not this Light 

”n wr Conſcience condenn 

thee' of all that ever thou 

aidſt, before the day of God 
bred fl ? we 


Tranſgreſſion of the Man, to 1668 


God is dead, 


Pag. 11. If the Lig ht in 
Conſcience be Chriſt , then 
may Chriſt be Darkneſs. 


Ce 


Concerning 


—Y 


hp RE 4 Chriſt, his Body ,. Saul and 
"I% and what he 3 I, cd 15 Not;,. as 
Ce faith. . ; 


Page 3. E is the E:*Pahes... ND rhe Soul 

wverlaſtin of ny, 
| Word, but as he was t e that. vs 6 of una 
vil Man C brit, he was in} $onblikoyropetivs rc 
| Time. | Varwve , ax Qbrsf wor ſf 
[ofranty fro Br 94 
| rys Ia IN" 7 


6 


| Pag. 6. Which Body of i Pag. 6. Behold, I ſhew 
| eur Lord being of a Hea-'you a Myſtery , ye "Men in 
| wvenly Subſtance , as it was| the Clouds ; Chriſt bein 
tircumſcribed, was the Body| the Produtt of the Hob 
of his perſonality that he Ghoſt, to a Coagulated Sub. 
Yave # an oh , for| ſtance from the property of 
the Ranſome of the World; | Man in Ma 

which Body being of the na-| Pag. 8. ho while there 
Tare of Heaven. "Thm have | ftood, food —aiffred nothing from 
I given you an account of | the form of a Servant, 
Feſus, his Body , Soul and a, 12. Which Boay 
 Opirit 3 who as he thus con- | was Chriſt, 

Wl ed, was that form of God, 


lars” wy 


ftanc e 


\0! ; 


he et. ad. a”; 


n—rTayF- + 


tare Mt add 


tte tc en, 3 Lin Sx —.- 


and ER manifeſt 


207” 


—_ 
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in he Pare 

ore 1 ef 

Get, and that he. was 7 
_—_ Image oo God i in his 
Pas. Ts 


, Pag. 16: The Sved +s 
Chrijſs.,, . to. whos the - Co- 
venant was made by 'God', 
as written, My Cove- 
nant” ſhall be with thee, 
and with thy Seed, &«. 
He is Lord and Saviour, 
Pag. 17. They have be- 


He came of A- 1 
hos "a Lives oe, of the 
Loins. of Va \ begatten, 

by. is Holy R ol eve 'Wrs 

Jaoks Mary, ES 
VIOUY, 

Pag. 18. That the pp 
which is the Saviour, ts 
Chriſt in Perſon ; for if 
he had not been Creature of 
Soul and Spirit as I am, as 


T am Natare, it ha! not a+ 


vailed me ; but ths Sci! that 
broke the Serpents - E {ead, is 


lieve that I came down fron: 

_ 

. I9. This Chriſt be- 
pro- 


EE 


braham, according to the 
Line of the Covenant, Chriſt 
coming from Mary " aud God 
fn himſe - b ia "dad with 
Jon Bod Chriſt; for its 
Saviour to Man, was the 
Power to Chriſt , 'b which 
Chriſt brought forth May's 
Salvation ; but could he, or 
did he, without the Body of 
Chriſt reconcile ? 


C 


orn of ry » 
ceeded fron: David ard A- 


not ſome ſtrange thing that 
I am not, as I azz Crea- 
ture, but of kind. aud 4b 
ſrance as I am, he b::,9 
made [0 gr the pat iire of 
Mary, by which ſhe became 
C a as the Off-/p pring 
of Adam, of Soul and val 
rit conſiſting as do I, - . 

Pag. 18. Being out. 0 
doubt that the Soul of C brijt 
was of and from the proper- 
ties of Nature and Creature, 
made by g eccration of the 
propertzes of Vary,. y ſh 
Seed that God promiſed. to 
ſend to break it. Serpent? 5 
Head, 


C 2 


Pag. 


1969", 
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Goats, nor Heifers 
Tear old, but by the 
of God. 


1669©' Pag. 11, My Brethrep , 
WV 4 you are bought with a Price,\ Body of Chriſt by which we 
not of Blood of Bulls, and 


Blood 


| 


— 


Pag. 19. Is it not the 


are reconciled unto God? yes 
verily, 

Pag. 13. Which . Blood 
being the Blood of his Hu- 
manity,' as he was Creature, 
was , that that did with God 
expiate for Sin. 
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LETTER 


FROM 


GERMANY. 


FRIENDS 


Exhorting them to Diligence in 


MEETINGS. 


LL Friends every where, who have taſted of 
the Goodneſs of God, keep m. the Savour 
thereof, and let not your Minds be ftollen a- 

way from that which is Living, for that which is Li- 

ving cometh from Above, and makes you Lively, but 

that which is Corruptible, cometh from the Earth, 


and 


_nob _. I Letter from Germany. 

16695 and brings Death with it over your Souls ; and there- 

GY V fore watch in diligence to retain the Savour gf. the 
Life of Truth ,. that yow, may Live, from a ſcaſe 
that Chriſt liveth.in you, who 15 the Seed, the Truth, 
the Ngble Plane, 8nd grows, and þringeth forth Feuir 


in 1 by " { 'ti.oþ 31 

Arid all Friends, everywhere, who thus keepsand 
retains the Savour of Lite in them, ju will come 
to feel daily Quicknings thereby , and will have 
power over the _ that is dead in Adam to all 
0nd Works, and eſpecially.to waityng upon Ged with 
ted] 4 nd {tay'd od. farhrog F Fara abehiscoth - 
old and corrupt Nature whith-4s ſoon wy 1s 
is that Nature which cannot watch with Chriſt one 
Hour , but Jet his Tryals and Sufferings be neyer fo 
great, this leads from Watching to Sleeping, this hath 
no Fellowſþip with the Seeq of God ig, its Suffer- 
ings ,,.and {hall have 'nong'm its, Dorgigion. ' And 
where this drowſie Nature ſtands Uncrucified, it 
keeps you jn the Weakneſs out of. the Power, and 
this brings out of the favour and feeling of the 
Gogdneſs .of God , and ſo makes Meetings unprok- 
table; and as it comes through .Cyſtom to ke #I- 


Gad, and a. —_— the Body in the Meeting, 
and | c 
'him, even mtothe Baſe and Libert 
crefore, Dear Friends, inthe Name of God 1 


bowed and ſubjefted to , ig. leads inta Hypotrifie, 
that is to fay, into a profeſſing to waiting upon 

n letting the Heart” (winch God rogues ) 
Ne eſh, in which 'the ApoſHle ſaid, they that ved 
could: nar, plcate y 
-exhort you, conſitler what you do when you Aſſemble 
Cy together ; 


T | hnh i 
FALL Ld 2 


—— 
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- 7g fet'it be in the Name of Jeſt, that is 1669 
rr his Foes not in che Weakneſs, nor 'm the Fleſh 
like” > FIdhly Miceting, but in his Natne and” Powcr 
mike War With the Firth , and 4virh the Drove 
Spirit that lodgeth there, and in the Paich overcome 
it, and 'be' not overcome by it, for-that is Bondage : 
Ant? bold your Meetings in the Spirit, where ever{ 
oe is made alive and Fouriſheth, and grows in Lite 
2d in Dominion, and ſhines forth ro the Glory of 
God, atl'eo the Corforring and Refreſhing orie of 


Por' now ts ary vne ſuffereth 'hirtifelf ro! be'c- 
| wvertaken with Skepin a-Merting; he loferh the'Senſe 
| of the Powrr of God, he becomes a Grief to the'Di- 
Fpent, and anFvil ple to the Neglivenr, ant 
brings himfeFf tmder the ſudgment of hs Power 
in tis owvtr Corfcience, whith when fie avwikerh, ri- 
Fech up apamiſt him; and 'alfo he is untlet the Fatly- 
ment ofthe Powet'in the whole Meering,which, which 
| he-comes to a trut ſenſe of, will be 'no fight thing. 
© Ant (farrlicr, if any that are Unbelieving cortie iti 3 
| tmorg you , 'and-foe fich things among you , that 
 -make a Proftffion of an _imward Power, hd an Tt- 
* Ward quickning Spirit, and a Worſhip that is inward 
<> Spirit and Truth, herein cauſech fuch the 
Name of God to be Diſhonourcd , the way of 'Froth 
to be holden jn little Eſteem, by fuch who know it 
oth} themflves'; and*a Stumbling Block-is hercby 
lid in their way to hinder them from any farther 
ſeeking after the Trurh. Oh Friends! conſider theſe 

ings, and be all diligent in this Matter ,/ and let 
ot that Earthly part have Liberty, but let it be kepr 


ML 
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| 1669 in the Croſs till it Dies, or elſe-it will keep and hold 
LY you Dead and Unſenſible of, God or one . 


And this is that that hath hindred thegrowth of maqy: 
namely, their Careleſneſs in coming to Meetings, and 
their Slothfulneſs when they are there. Therefore 
for time to come, let every one that bears 'the Pro- 
feſſion of Truth, be. diligent: in the Work of God, 
and be good Examples to each other ; and obſerve 
your Time and Hour of coming to Meeting ; and 
ſet not one Hour , and then come at another ;; and 


. negle&t not your middle week Meetings, by reaſon of 


\ Your outward Occaſions , for that will not bring a 


Bleſſing upon your Aﬀairs, but let all things gave 
way to the Service of God, and then all things {hall 
work together for good unto you, and there {hall be 
no lack of any thing that is good for you. 

- So dear Friends; in the true love'of God, have I 
writ this unto you, as it lay upon me from the Lord, 
as a Word of Exhortation, to ſtir up the pure Mind in 
you all; and the God of Power and Strength, give 
you of his Might, and of his Power to help you in 


all your Neceſſities, and in all your Combates, and 
Freagthen your Faith , in which, and by which the 
, Victory is obtained, which is the deſire of my Soul 


for you all, who am your Friend in the-Fellowſhip 


of the Goſpel. 


$ tephen Criſp. 


"wager 


ST Re” 7 


-; wager 


_ 


A Word of 


{CO N S Q EL A T I O N; 


AND A 


Sound of Glad Tydings 


To all the 


MOURNERS 
GERMANY 


And the Parts Adjacent. 


WITH A 


Tender Viſitation and Salutation of Love to 
all that wait for Redemption and Freedom frem the 
burthen of Sin ; with an Exhortation to love the 
Appearance of the Day of Deliverance which is now 
drawing upon them. 


—_ 


| 


From ore that ſecks nothing more than the ſpreading of! | 
the Everlaſting Goſpel, that the Merck an: Poor may be comtorted | | 


NE rr nr ng 


thereby ; known by the Name cf STEPHEN CRISP. 
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CO En 


A Waid of 


CONSOLATION; 


AND A 


Sound of Glad T'ydings, &c. 


[A ling of the. Promiles. of: God made unto his Ho- 
ly.agd beloved Seed in the latter Days to be raiſed, 
and in the latter, Age to ruke.: And all you. that are 
come . to a Senſe. of the great. Oppreſſions of the: Juſt, 
both ,in particular-and 1n the general , and, feel. pure 
.Groanings within your .{elyes, to ſee Deliverance 


A is ye who Hunger and Thurſt for the fulfil- 
y- 


brought forth unto, your Souls, Immortal from under 


the Bondage. Unto you is this Salutation of ,my 


+ tender and dear Love flowing forth, by the Opera- 


tion-of the Eternal Spirit , -by which: God work- 
eth .all things according to;the Counſel of his own 
Will. 

;Þear Hearts, T..am ſenſible how that pure-Spirit of 


"the : Living God. is. ſearching out the Habitations of 


them. that: ſet in Salitary Places fighing ; for the de- 
ight-of, the Everlaſting ſGalpel which wc have. read, 
2 


mult 


212 " # wozd of Conſolation, 

muſt be Preached again in the latter Days ; which 
LYV Goſpel is Chriſt the power of God, that openeth 
the Priſon Doors, and brings forth the Priſoner out 
of the Priſon : But Chriſt Jeſus doth viſit them in 
Priſon alſo; ſo that it is one thing to 'feel your 
Spirits viſited with Living Breathings after perfe&t 
Freedom, and the Glorious Liberty of the Children 
of God. (This you may have and feel in you, and 
ret be in Priſon.) And then it is a further work to 
ike the Deſire anſwered, and to know the Free- 
dom obtained ; and this none comes to witnefs, but 
thoſe who comes to a Love and ſincere Waiting upon 
the God of Power, for an opening in the things that 
are truly Spiritual ; which the Carnal Man, with 
his Carnal Counſel, Book-learned Wiſdom cannot 
'underſtand. And therefore now in the aboundings 
'of the Love of God in my Heart towards you all 
in the Parts of Germany, and the Provinces, Domi- 
-nions and Richſtadts '\nigh Adjacent, am I drawn 
forth to viſit you with theſe few things, that you 
may be. prepared to meet the Lord in the Day which 
15 dawning upon you; that you' might not be as the 
*Fooliſh Virgins, contented with a Lamp, and fleep- 
ing whilſt ye ſhould get Oyl. And therefore this I 
"fay unto you all in the Name of the Lord God of 
"Heaven and Earth, That a Day, a glorious Day is 
breaking forth, and ſhall break forth upon your Na- 
tions and Countries, even a Glory that ſhall ſtain 
'the Glory of all Profeſſors that are out of the Holy 


Life of ' the: Son of God, a Pay of Gloomineſs' and | 


" Parkneſs ſhall this Day be unto all who are eſta- 
bliſhed upon their awa Mountains : But a — 
0 


and a-Sound.of Glad. Tpdzngs. 


—4IT 


of Gladneſs, with a .refreſhing Dew unto all that 
long for a Habitation in the Mountain of the Lord, 
which is raifing over all the; Mountains ;, yea, this 
Day ſhall diſcover the Mountains, on, which., eyery 
fort of Men haye fed, and the kind, and. fort that 
have truſted therein, . E/a« the Prophane Man hath 
had his Mountain, and that a Den. of Dragons : Uh 
mael the Mocker had his Mountain, he mocked at the 
Seed, and,s caſt into the Defart, with her that bore 
him : Caiz hath a City who flew the Juſt, but wz- 
filled with Fear, and his Plagues more than he.could 
bear. In theſe Cities and Mountains where the Plague 
enters, 'the Dragons lodge, the wild Beaſt feck his 
Prey ; and where the Wicked build a Wall for his 
Detence,- in thoſe have Nations "Truſted, Bur the 
thundring power of the Lord is ariſen, to lay waſte 
theſe Mountains, to raſe theſe Cities, and deſtroy all 
wild Beaſts of the Forreſt, and to bring Anguiſh and 
Deſolation upon all Murderers about Religion, Upon 
all the Mockers, Upon all the Idolaters, upon all the 
Oppreſſors, of the pure, Seed. And in this Day ſhall 
Anguiſh take hold of many Profeſſors of Chriſtia- 
nity, whoſe Religion hath ſtood in Names of Things, 
and Words of Godlineſs; but at the appearance of 
| the Subſtance, they hall fret themſelves, ,and reſolve 
if they can but kill che Heir, they ſhall have the In- 
herifance ; but if they ſhould let the Heir live, they 
ſhould be caſt out. Now will .the Wiſdom, and 
Strength, and Arm. of Fleſh, with its power and. po- 
licy, tek, by all means to flop thedpreading of this 
Glorious, Day , left their high Religion whigly is. ac- 
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cormfaned With 'Sin,'the Work of Darkneſs ſhould 
be difcovered. | - alas 

Howbeit, this Tfay unto you whoigh ant! tourn 
beeatrſe of the Abormmarion-and SpirituaFOppreſſiohs 
which you feel, Tfay fear -nor, the —_ 1eLorfl 
ſhall break-forth., 'and 'nothing ſhall be 'able:ro 
it, brit he thatiſhall-eome, wil come, and none ſhall 
kt him. Antl 'the 'Heaverily Manifeftation-6f the 
Life of Jeſus Chriſt, '(-whieh-is-the Light-of Men, 
ſhall fill the Earth , -and a' Goſhen ſhall 'befeund%for 
the true 7/-ae/, in the time of Egypris Plagues. ''There- 
fore rejoyce you, and be -glad, antHet yourHeads-be 
lifted* up, 'for-the 'Day of your Retlemption Uraweth 
nigh. 

'But now, Dearly 'Beloved , T have: ſomething to 
ay unto_you' more particularly,: concerning thewa 
el the breaking forth -of -this 'Glorious Day , It 
any of you that wait and hope for it ; ſhoufd' be 
/rmiſtaken, and ſhould 'be offended at*his: coming m 
-0ne Appearance, 'whom 'ye 'may look for inano- 
'ther, as*the 'Fews 'of -oId were: And' therefore 'm 
'the Fear of the Lord conſider theſe following 
things. 

PP. Conſider what it 1s that -muſt be deftroyed 'm 
*this Day of the Lord that cometh tor viſit your Na+ 
-tions ; it is the Works of -the-Devil, -who-is the 'Au- 
'thor of 'Sin, and his Work'is not deſtroyed, 'fo long 
-as*Sin remains. Now the'Prophet faid, the Day 
 the' Lord'(ball. burn -as'an Oven , 'and the Wicked, ſhog 
«be as 'Stubble. So that if the Appearance of- God/+n 
"this your Day be-1n Judgment , -and Burning _ 
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Conſuming even thaſe things that have been delight- 
fuk, wor cab 3 


heed you are not offended thereat ; bug VV 


that (in you) all that is for the Sword, let the Two- 
edged Sword that goeth forth of his Moyth, (that 
hath the brightneſs of the Morning Star, ) cut it 
down. And what God hath appointed to be famiſhed, 
take you heed of feeding it, left you ſtrike againſt 
God, and it happen to you, as. once it did to one to 
whom God ſaid, becauſe thou haſt ſaved one alive, that 


T had appointed to Dye, thy Life ſball go for his Life.. 


Now God hath appointed: the Death of every Sin 
and Luft that liveth- in your Souls, and hath ap- 
pointed his Son Chriſt Jeſus to be the Killer and De- 
ſtroyer thereof. And he cometh to the Earthly part, 
not with Peace, but. with a Sword'; and when ye 
feel it cutting off your Pleaſures, your Delights, your 
Worldly Friendſhips and Fellowſhips, yea , your 
Hope and Confidence,, which. ſtagd on a Swufu] 
Ground , or a Ground where Sin alla ſtood; you 
muſt not-be -oFended thereat, but wait uw Humiliz 

to feel that you are the Slain of the Lord, whick 
the Prophet ſaid ſhould be many , in his Great. agd 


Notable Day :- And fear not, for he that kills you. 
to what is old, ſhall raiſe you up w- the new. Lite of 


Righteouſneſs that never waxeth old. 

2, Conſider what it is that -mult he ſet up in this 
day of the Lord that 1s viſiting the Nations ;-4t- 1s 
Rrghteouſneſs and 1ruth which hath long fallen. jn 
the Streets, and | Equity could not enter ;. but. Gad 
hath determined to exalt Righteouſneſs eyen in the 


Earth, that -it may run-down .as a Stream an abyp-- 


dance, 
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dance, bearing all-before it that Icontegy to.it,, And 

orld cannot 
ſee, and fo fights againſt it : But they whoſg,Eys 15 
open to mark his Footſteps, ſhall ſce at, 1s b : the 
ſhining forth of its own Glory :. Far.as; it ariſeth, an 
the particular , to rule the whole Man in the Fear 
and pure Wiſdom of God, that Man ceaſeth to act 
of himſelf, or ſpeak of himſelf, and is brought to 
wait upon the good Spirit of God, to know what 
todo and fay, as the Hand-maid upon the Hand of 
her Miſtreſs : And -ſuch the pure Spirit keeps in a 
pure Converſation without Sin, for no Man by the 
Spirit of God is led into Sin. And if any comes to 
live in this pure Sialefs Converſation, this difters from 
the ſinful World, and fo ſhines over. the World, and 
brings a Night upon their Glory : For this ſhining 
and Beauty of Holinels, is anſwered by the meaſure 
of the Grace of God. in all- Conſciences where 1t 
ſhines; and ſo many comes to. be gathered to the 
brightneſs of the ariſing of this Righteouſneſs, and 
become ſubje& to the love of. it. And fo, ſhall the 
Borders of its Garment be daily. enlarged , and the 
Borders of the Pofſeflion of the wicked one. ſhall be 
daily -leſſened, and the Sced of God ſhall polleis the 
Gates of his Enemies, according to his Promiſe of 
old made by his Holy Prophets. 

And now Friends in the Third Place, confider the 
Place where this alteration is to be wrought, where 
the Kingdom of the Man of Sin.is to, be deſtroyed, 
and where the Kingdom of Chriſt is ,to, ,be, {et yp: 
'It is within you that this:ygreat Change 15 to 
x wrought, 
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wrought, and a great power: ruſt be- felt to work 


it ; for in this caſe, in vain is the Help of Man, VV 


without the Power 'of God. Therefore that which 
leads 'to 'the knowledge of the Power, you muſt 
come'to-love and to obey , -which is the 'Light of 
Jeſus Chriſt in your Conſciences, wherewith Chriſt 


Feſus, the: Free Gift of the: Father, hath enlighten-. 


ed 'every one that cometh into the World ; which 
Light doth diſcover to the Soul , - when the dark 
Power doth begin to ftir and operate, to lead into 
Evil. * And: thoſe that love the Light better than 
their -Luſts, they come to take up the Croſs to the 
Luft: whatſoever it be ; and ſtanding faithful in the 
* Croſs and Denial of themſelves, they come to wit- 
neſs what the Apoſtle faid , The Croſs of Chriſt is 
the- Power of God through Faith unto Salvation. And 
then when this Croſs is thus taken up, and Self 
thus denied ; then that Soul is not without the 
power of God, which is the Ground of their Faith : 
And the more they are herein ſubjected, the more 
power they have, and the more doth their Faith 
increaſe, and being obedient to the Light of Jeſu 
the faithful and true Witneſs of God, they fee 
Peace, and Incouragement, and a loving Hope doth 
ſuſtain ſuch as an Anchor, till makes a per- 
fect Work on their Hearts. And here will ariſe the 
great difference between your Hope, and the Hope 
of the Hypocritical World ; they hope to be ſet free 
from the marion due upon Sin, but you will 
hope and wait- to be ſet free from Sin it ſelf! which 
is the cauſe of ——. and to be redeemed 
e out. 
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n-of Bile. into! the Liſe of "ar oa that: was 


WAV bhefpre po ee 


And Pear: Folens you t op elec haves attained der 
I Hope,; hold: onfidence; waver-neg;. 
but hops. and ai. tothe cod; = ithe'SdasRore;. 
and. the; Wayes make: a-Noule , yet: ety rg ins 
your Abcbon, for -iv i; fave; 4c amps Pi this. great; 
Wonk is : tg-be/ wrought: within, are: tobt 
iy a hy cg the; a at Men,Obleryeur 
er D&;-Kepy Y, 9 THe power, 
Ne lveptha L7er0es ena 
PVeds the 13YE; OJr:YAUT) (w 
the: God. of: this:World: bad; bluaded;andwhich now: 
the:;Gorl ofzHeavemiiath; opened, and-is..onens ; 
ways within, thet ye.may. {e&-the: Appea 
Bulb, and; every Good. in Imyou;: and:be able to-put:a 
deference, and may; learn: Waſdom of: God; to.choſe- 
tha:Good). and : eſchewn the :Ev1l ;:thiat t you- 
reap; know 'tlins Vielte! cleanſedLand-purged, iwwhicly, 
thi; eat; Wok: is:torbe- weought: Boo! Ye! know: 
thaiVetich isftled with: W rathy iormethy 
ang: Uſe of: any:kind; ſuch;are not- yet: 
frets Glory of Gacki to ſhine forth.in/!' Ad 
whoh thattis remayed out:bya: | 3.and Zyomis» 
ſoyctrecefan Qaprefſiow, thent Greatuo returns 
to: Goda pre VeldHy in the: Righteouſneſs thats was 
begone, thi Fall. . And ſo:a-Man-or: Womanmay. come: 
te> Addr igiState; be was:iin before he: felly winch was-: 
without' Sin {Andi againt? ſuals. the Jodgment: of 
God:!dothi.not: go-f :, but: they. have Peace with'- 
God;: and1Fellowſbap in. that winch is-pure; before- 
: Sin : 


Sin- and *Franſgreffion "was. "And they: that-come'ro 
 this-State, -may/ be tempted again ,'as was' Eve, and 
-if they» watch not , may be entangled -again ; but 4f 
{ſuch be! faithful to the Power that'Redeemed them 
: from the'Sin, and: in the:power refiſt the Tempta- 
: tion,” then-'doth ſuch receive: the Seal of Eternal Life 
in Cheiſt-Jefus , -who- never fell , though che were 
[Fempted, - and 10:comes- to-an Eftablifhment:-in' him 
-that-.never- changeth. 

"And therefore Dear Friends and*People,--you upgn 
-Whom the Glorious Day of our' God is dawned, gn 
- you have-'the Day-Star ariſen in. your Hearts, which 
=  # Hope 'this: Day -is atHand ; or, youthat 
el Lago e of that! ſure'Word ofi Proyhefic in 
you, which-you are-totakeheed unto, till the __ 
-ariſe, I fay untoyou hll,- in all-your-States and Condi 
\tions,-t 15 Faithfulneſs towhat-you' know, 'that God 
- requires -6f you : \And -it -is- them among you: that 
are. willing: and- obedient; (that ſhall reap the'Delires 
of their: Souls : ! Fore Fhat 4s farthfidl en x little, ſhall 
-beRaler over much. - ' Afnd- therefore Priends,- put not 
"the Day bf the Lord afar 6f,, when God hath brought 
©4t- nigh ,- for-on ſuch vit -will come as 'a *Thiet ; 
*but al} that -wait* for-itinfineerty of Mind,'ſhall fe 
-.his: Salvation and: beiglad for the Hills'{hall-flee at 
- his «Appearance, the Mountamyſhall;be rgmpyed and 
Laid witfte, that awhicli-hath been asthe World's Ele- 
vment;\ſhalleelt-away -with'feryent Heat, and-their 
iHeavens-paſsas a Serowl ; -but the Poor; the Mourn- 
.ors, -and che Oppreſſed-in Soul, {hall rejoyce and fing 
becauſe-of *their Deliverance. And my Friegds, 'thih! 
+ it--ot-hard; that: ye meet with manydore Trials, afhd 
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ings, your cruel Mockings, and your heavy, and gric- 
m4 Reproaches, ſhall ok to the furtherkoes of the 
_ Golpel.;" for thereby 1s 'the Hearts of many, gpsns',c0 
inquire- concerning you : And as they come to look 
towards you by way of Inquiry., then let them fee 
nothing of. you but Meekneſs, Love to Enemies, Pa- 
tience, and an aſſured Hope. And- this will win ma- 
ny to- the love: of your Life, and. will daunt your 
Foes, and in time make them hopeleſs of extinguiſh- 
ing. your Light again : For, after this manner have 
we.-1n, Exgland: been exerciſed from. the beginning. 
Nevertheleſs. the- Goſpel doth abundantly flouriſh, 
and. the-Light and Splendour of it break forth ; and 
many are daily Converted' to the Faith , and made 
Partakers of the Heavenly- Grace of God, and Joy 
of, his Salvation with us : And we:haye great, Incou- 
 ragements, both by the feeling Life and Power, and 
Preſence of God with us, and in us daily, and alſo by 
the fruit of our Labours, which. we, ſee daily com- 
ing up to our: Joy.. And this I ſay, that-you-alfo 
who; have believed , may be incouraged, that this 
Day -of the Lord, and- Diſpenſation of the Light of 
his Son Jeſus. Chriſt ariſen} and-manifeſted in and a- 
mong the People called Qzakers, ſhall never be ex- 
tingmſhed or brought to an end , but ſhall ſpread 
through yours and all Countries; and” bleſſed are 
they that. can receive it. This I have received from 
the Lord, therefore be ſtrong in his might, . and quit 
your ſelves like Men ; be faithful to the Death, and 
Chriſt ſhall give you a Crown of Life. My Heart - 

| IS, 


is full and abounds with Love to you; all, and td the 
whole Regions round about you, - to whom I fad 
this as the Salutation of my en and tendey reet- | 
ing , ity the feeling of, the Mercies. of. God ithat, is 
breaking forth unto you that Mournand are afflicted, 
and wait for Redemption. ww 
And now my Prayer to God. is, that this my Love 
may have acceptance among you, and that you. all 
may confider how Clean you muſt be made, before 
you can be Veſſels in the Houſe. So I do remam 
in the Covenant of God, in the Communion of Saints, 
and in the earneſt ExpeQtation of the Redemption of 
2ton's Oppreſled Seed, for the ſake whereof I do 
Labour and Suffer both in Body and Spirit, and wall. 
yet willingly Labour, until my Courſe befiniſhed., 


(97 


I am a Lover of all Mens Souls, . 


Rpown among Men by the Name, 


Stephen Criſp. 
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” Early Beloved” Ftiends, Brethren (and Siſters; # 

K* F- whoarecome:to-know-and' feel the Life and * 
Vertue-of- God refyeſhing your Souls, which you- 
onee longed after , and fought: witly heevy- Hearts, 
and” knew- not-whereto find 1t ; but now-hiive taſted? 
of:'the Heavenly» Means and-arc comforted! My: 
Dear 
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* "Dear Friends, who can expreſs the greatneſs of the 
WV * Mercies of our God in this parti icular? but in a ſenſe and 
feeling of my Fellowſhip with you,” and you with 
me herein, pn at _ aL forth co ſalute 
y6U,/in love as preſent with you'in 
An) dray Yips 5" pi Four God an ty Gat, 
your Strength and inf Strength: And Frierids, though 
you know thele things, yet it is in my Heart to put 
ou in mind how that your ſtanding i is not by Know- 
ge, but by your Faith in the Son of God ; and 
whoſoever 8, DN. of mk ot Et him through 
Death, l ever”; and fo 
Faith a DES: > coftits®*to” the Ye fopful Refs. 
reion and Inheritance in Light ; and this Son of 
God is made manifeſt, that you havin ng ſeen his Ap- 
ng may be made like him ; and that power 
hat can do it, is the ſame that rai ky up, and brought 
_ Tis rom the Dead And therefore 
2 of | haye believed inthe Light, 
tligent to Le as ower, to which all things are 
ble that ſo the Bleſſed Work begun in you, may 
be perfefted , to the praiſe of God, and your Com- 
fort and Eſtabliſhment : This is it that hath gone 
before you in-all your ſore-Combates and Contlifs, 
and you were never weak, while you eyed the power 
of God, and marked which way 1t lead you ; for it 
always gave :you power, td, atcompliſh your , Teſti- 
Bough with your Laves in your. Hands, And 
F Friends this Glorious .Bleſſed Power, is the ſame ts 
Day Y, ,Yeſterda , and will alwa a7 be the ſame to 
you + if; you [abi : in' it, , you. will feel no weakneſs; 
that will/be among your Enemies, and among you, 
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God will ordain :Strength , Courage and Nobility: ; 


and; ye, will appear worthy of your Name, to wit WV 


the People and Children of -God : He hath none to 
ſtaud up,for;him. in the Earth, bur they rhat.truſt 
in {Lacie they that truſt in their own, their 
Strength is as Tow before the Fire. Ye are his 
little Heritage in the ſight of the Heathen; if ye 
2ppear Valiant, many will bclieve, and the Name 
you profeſs ſhall be Honourable , and you with tt : 
And therefore Friends, ſeeing how great Goodnets 
s$ beſtowed upon you, and how greatly your Souls 
Deſires are anſwered, in that ye are brought from 
he Barren Mountains, to the Paſtures of Life, and 
remembring how you have been kept: from being 
again ſcattered by. the Violence or Subtilties of the 
Fremies of Truth, and of your Souls ; and feeling 
to this Day and Hour, the continuation of that 
bleſſed Power with you, Warming, Comforting and 
Refi eſhing your Souls ; Oh be encouraged to fallow 
the Lord with your whole Heart, though to the loſs 
of all that can be loſt ; and heed not the Darkneſs 
of this World, nor its Times and Seaſons of Ebbing 
and Flowing, or appearing more or lets ; but mind 
the Power of God, and obſerve diligently the Times 
and Seaſons in which you are called to bear a 
Teſtimony for your God, and to ſhew forth the Faith 
you have in him, and the Love you have to him, 
that the World may ſee you con{trained, though they 
cannot {ee that which conttraineth you. Dearly Bc- 
loved, my Heart is inlarged towards you, beyond 
what Words can declare; and as you feel the Love 
and Goollnels of God ſpringing up in your Hearts, then 

Ft fect 


226 An Epiſtle from Stephen Criſp, &. 
feel ye and read my Leve, which is inthe fame Root, 
&wYV by which T am, and have been ſupported in all my 
Travails and Sufferings for the Seeds ſake : And my 
te or dazly Increaſe, becauſe I ſee daily the Cap- 


tivity of &yr to return. So rejoyte” ye with me, 
ghd m-the Lord, and meet diligently tog in 
his Power, to praiſe and magnifie: im for hisGood- 
neſs, as in times paſt, ye met together to be made 
Partakevs of it, and to be ——_— with it, that 
ſo unthankfalneſs-may be found in-mnone of you ; 'but 
ye. all may be clearly arid'{imgly gpver up't6.doand 
tuffer his Will, that hath choſen you to be a People 
to himſelf; and hy dy, and .caft aſide all Earthly 
Mindednefs, and all Flicfhly 'Confultations ; for that 
will but darken you , and vail your Underſtandings, 
and' bring in Doubrtfulneſs and Weaknels; butimmd 
the power over all, which was before all, and muſt 
remain when all that is contrary. to it is huſh'd 
and gone : And in this I fay again is your' Stre 
and my Strength, and the Strength of the whole He- 
ritage of our ,Father. And therefore the Supplica- 
tion of. my Soul to the God and Father of my Life, 
is, that you may. be kept and preferved ſingle to the 
Power 'of God; minding always its leading and gui- 
dance, which will at laft Jead'every one that believes 
and obeys into perfet Reſt. So dearly Beloved in 
the Lord, fare ye well, be Faithful, be of good'Cou- 


is Tour Friend, «xd Brother inthe Truth, 


I'S 
AN 


- Stephen Criſp 
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ANSWER 


T O 
THOMAS LODDINTOMX. 


I had not opportunity, or convenient time to 
ſignifie the receipt of 1t to thee, nor to reply 

any thing therennto ; but now I ſhall as briefly, as 
well T may,give thee to know my Senfe and Judgment 
of what thou haſt Writen, and turn back what of it is 
= own, into thy own Bofom ; and as to what thou 
riteſh of my Exaltednefs, or High mindedneſs, 
&. in this particular, I ſhall not ſay much, becauſe 


F Riend, thrice I have received, though until now 


God knoweth that Work of Humiliation which him- 


ſelf is the Author of, in which he hath made 'me 
willing to be a Servant unto all Men in his Love, and 
it is he that juftrfies me, . and who art thou that con- 


demns me? Shall thy Judgment ſtand * Nay ſurely, 
+01 Þ f 
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An Infwer of Stephen Crifp 


it will be thy own, and out of thy Mouth ſhalt thou 


WY be Judged with that Meaſure which thou haft' met! out 


to me; for thou ſay*ſt, tharmy Judging thee whom 
T (as thow-fay?) know not, favours of the Accuſers'of 
the Brethrens Spirit; then ſurely thou, that haſt run'ſo 
high in Judgment againſt one whom thou as” little 
knows, and I:(s haſt manifeſted the favour of that ac- 
cuſing Spirit, to purpoſe ;' /but though, let me tell 
thee, I do know thee, and can very well trace thy 
Path in which thou Walkeſt,, 'and ſee the:place of 
thy ſtarding'; and T do not deny but that the' Grace 
of God hath ſhined or appeared inthee in times palt, 
which might raiſe up ſome fear of God in thy heart, 
and might in meaſure waſh thee from the groſs Pol- 
lutions of the World, But how much thou haſt lick- 
ed up that which once thou hadſt Vomited, 'and how 
often thou art tumbling in that from which thou' waſt 
once, aslit were waſhed, God and his Witneſs in thy 
own Conſcience knoweth, to which Teſtnnony thon 
mult. ftand in the day of his Judgment. | 

And as to thy Letter in General, its but as a heapof 
Rabbling \Words, run out together without aſſerting 
any.-thing'of what I have either ſaid or writ 'to 
thee, except in that T {1id thy carnal Reaſon muſtbe 
Famiſhed;; and that is true enough, and ' thou wilt 
find it fo: For the things of God was never. appointed 
for Food” for it, -as faith' the Apoſtle, T he World by 
Wijdom knows 'not God, and the- carnal Mind is enmity 
to God, and: diſcerns not the things of God, neither can, 
for they care ſpiritually diſcerned; and Dult is the Ser- 
pents\Meat,and he muſt creep on his Belly, read that ; 
He goeth.not «prighty, Mark. 2, 

| And, 
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Andiyet, [I never faid Faith was a thing' ſeperate 


from..Reaſon,.' thats but thy own falſe Sugge&ion; LV V 


for-we'do defire that all that have received-of the like 
precious'Fairh with us, __— ready to'givea reafon of 
to him that askes it, as I ſhall be ready to do-to thee 
or any. \Man when asked thereof; in the' mean time; 
this is my 'Teſtimony, that as Man ftands in the fall, 
ſimply conſidered, as a Vaſſel and -Servant of the 
wicked one; inthar State, his Reaſon, Will and Un- 
derſtandings are all corrupted, and his Aﬀe&tions are 
Vile, and Te an Enemy to God and Chriſt; and in 
that State, as ſo, cannot ſee nor underſtand the way of 
Salvation, nor the true Reaſon of it, nor perceive/how 
it is according to-the Nature of God, but with that 
Reaſon, + 7. exp and Will, will ſtrike at the ap- 
pearance of the.true way of Salvation, as the Wiſe'of 
this World ever did ; and as thou according to the 
Hardenſs of thy heart art ftiJl doing ; but the Light 
hath always broken forth another way, then their 
Reaſon hath taught them to:expett;, and fo they were 
left in Darkneſs, {till groping for the way. and chang 
ing and turning this way and that way, while'others 
entered into the Kindom, and they were ſhut our, 
which: is very near to be thy Portion; wherefore; 
Friend, we ſay that before the way of the Lord can 
be acceptable to a Man, that is, beftore-a Man can- re- 
ceive that meaſure of Faith which God hath' offered 
unto.all Men, ..in that he -hath raiſed up Jefus from-the 
Dead, . he mult know that of God im him; -toenlighten, 


or- clear his Underſtanding, and'to reQifehis Reaſon, 


and reduge it fromthe dark- Groſeneis' in: whiel/ het 


hath been ready to call Evil Good, and-G>0d««Bvit; 


and 
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and.yct uſgd his Reeaſon,as:it was;to-maintam this his 


LY V Opinian;. and: as this. enhghtenang! Phnciple: of God: is 


known to work in him, and he-grving-ep his Will 
and Judgment.unto- the Mamfeftavion/ of the: Ii 
then his:\Reaſon comes to be rettifeed, or reduced to its 
original Principle of pure Equity, in which he ſeerh 
that his raaſonable-Sacrifice.and Service to! Ged,; is' to 
give up all that! he hath. to: the Lord; and there: 
upon comes to wait for the.gift of his: Sparit, to order 
him and his affairs, thatnow he may live-ro God; and 
not to himſelf any longer ; and: when he comes:to feel 
the Gift of God's Holy Spirit, working upon: his Sp- 
rit, .then thereby he hath a right undenſtanding+ of 
his: Duty, and Believes that ta be the Wilkof God; 
and 1{o- believing; this Belief'or Faith working 'in him 
by Love, he becomes Obedient;. and'this kind of Faith 
| lit be ſeparate from the corrupt Reafom of: the 
World, that lies in Wickedneſs; yer its not/ſeparats 
from the reafonofan enlightned underſtanding, which 
through Faith: doth: receive a perfe& evidence: of 
things which axe not ſcen, and the ſfubſtance-of things 
that are:hoped for; and this kind of Faith whneh 15 
the ſubſtance thou art a —_—_ to, who-art yet in 
the..changable Shadows and: 'Imaginary - Worſhips, 
which Men of corrupremnds' baveinvented, and: fuch 
Back-fliding Hipocrites as thou:can conform unto; but 
hadft thou had. a rrue-living Faith muxt with thy forms 
& Zcaland; Religion, it would '/have made thee: more 
Gaglo hearted. and leſs {elf Intereſted, and more/cors 
ſtant.and:Stedfaſt (in thy;:'Principles nuw'; but this 
day-s- come to manifeſt tuch a Faithleſs Generation, 
whoſe iBreachnng, Pray ing and Worſhiping -was' for 
lyty: 
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to- Thomas Loddington. 


Honour and Advantage, and hath ſuffered'that which 


you ſo,much .Preached and Prayed againſt;:ro come CI 


upon ;you, | to make manifeſt how lo Faith 
would hold you , when the Sword wakes trom 
you; and/how far your Zeal would lead you, when 
ou. had not an Arm-of Fleſh to lean-upon; and now 
it's made manifeſt, and we ſee you, and we can'truſt 
you nor your Church-faith no more. 

And wheress thou haſt fallaciouſly infinmated in 
thy Paper, that-I had denied the Afention of Chrilt, 
the Reſurrection of the Dead , General Judgment ; 
theſe I turn back again as Lies wppn tlyy own Head : 
Some- of which are = _— —_— refbified 40 
far as T'was required unt6 theſe things; 'efpeciatly 
unto, that nas 6e Returrettion : cal Br 
I did believe, that all both Good and Evil, muſt have, 
or know, a Day of Refurrettion ; but if thou'wilt 
beſuch a Fool, as not tobe-latised with a Seripture- 
like Confefſion, but will be ftill preſſing 'to kavw 
with what Body the Dead ſhall riſe ? then Tay, con- 
cerning - thy Carnal Imagination of a Body ; thou 
foweſt not that which ſhall be now ; what Body ſhatt 
be, ſhall be as-pleafeth God, and-noneknoweth what 


that 'is, but he who knows the Seeds that 'muft 're&-- 


ceive their own Bodies from -God :- Go: karn what 


that means. And as to a General Judgment, I did 
expreſs. my Mind, that God had appointed a Day 'in- 
which he would judge the World, = che Man Chriſt. 

» both of the. 


Teſus ;-who- he hath male the- ] 
Quick and: Deatl, -and- warned. thee 'to take heud, 


that in that Day thou' might -have. a-Name/andÞlxee - 


among' the Righteous :. And now db again exhort 


thce. 


TY 
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thee'to believe the leaſt Appearance of his Light that 
now 1s, as'well as is to' come; for it'is by the Light 
that the Works of Darkneſs ſhall be judged in tl 
Day; and fo are they now, and this Judgment of the 
Light the Righteous loves, but the Wicked” and-the 
Rebellious comes not to it, but rejeCts it. ' 

And whereas thou fay*ſt it's the mark of Hereſic 
to gainſay the Effay or Standard of the - World , 
Scripture and Right-reaſon , whats all that rabling 
Stuff ts me about 7#rk and Pope, &c. I have nerther 
denied any Scripture, .or ſound Argument produced 
naturally from Scripture : But I did not yet fay that 
the Scripture was the Standard of the World, for 
the Scripture faith, the World is upholden by the 
Word of God, and that was 1n the beginning, and 
was God, and all things was made by it, as well as 
upholden by it. But I think thou wilt not fay all 
things were made by the Scripture, (for it ſelf is al- 
fo athing which is. made) nor by right Reaſon nei- 
ther, except thou be of the Ranters Principle, that 
thete's no God but Reaſon, which indeed thou fa- 
vous too much of in thy Difcourſe. Well, if the 
World hath no other Standard but Scripture , then 
when it had none, or where it hath no Scripture, it 
hath no Standard, and ſo conſequently cannot er, 
or elſe their Error cannot be maniteit. Ts this good 
Dottrine thinks thou, Oh thou blind Hippocrite ? Haſt 
thou not here done thy worſt or greateſt Endeavour 
to ſhuffle out the Knowledge or Remembrance of 
that Enſign and Standard of the World , which I 
ſay was propheſied of, which God would ſet up 
unto the Nations ? Or was that Scripture or —_ 

| which 


) 


be God's 
what Thomas, doſt thou think Scripture and Reaſon 
Tm. S ge to the an ail Cw ? ad 

I ee thou art deceived, and-art expecting 
Life, where its not to be had, as thy Fathers the old 
Phariſees were, who were willing enough to have E- 
ternal Life, but would not come to him who was 
the Light of the World for it, but run to the Scrip- 
ture,to ſeek it, which could not give it, and periihed 
in their Hypocriſie, as thou wilt do without ſpeedy 
Repentance, and turning unto him who is the Light, 
who is able to ſearch thy, Heart, and judge. thy 
Thoughts, and ſhew thee what thou haſt done in 
thy Life-time, which thou muſt confeſs is the faith- 
ful and'true Witneſs ;. and then is not this the Chriſt, 
whoſe, Name is called the. Word of God, by whom 
God upholds all things, and trys all things and ma- 
nifeſts all the Secrets of Mens Hearts. Yea, and this 
is he thou.muſt bow unto, and confeſs unto; and well 
will it be for thee, if. it be while there's a Place and 
Time found for Mercy, which my Soul defires thou 
may?ſt find,..if it may ftand with the Will of God. 
But-thizs I know ,. that . before ever thou comes to 
know an Entrance - into that Kingdom , thou talks 
of, that which is. Head in thee muſt be broken, and 
that which keeps Houſe in thee mult tremble, and 
| Gg that 
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that which now ſeems good and: beautiful, muſt be 
: "for this, is. my Teftimgny to thee is the; 
Word and Spirit of. God, that God will. ſtain thy 
Glory,, and” make'thy Shame and: Nakedneſs to'ap.. 
pear in the fight of, many, if not of all Men that 
knows, thee. And in. as rauch as thou haſt ſtretched 
forth thy, Hand agaioft the Eternal Truth of Gad,, 
the. Lord will ftretch forth his Hand againſt thee, 
and wilt not draw it back tilt he hath humDled thee, 
or utterly confounded thee ; and then thou' ſhale 
know it is hard to: kick againſt that which pricks. 
thee. 


So though T have been ſamewhat Iirge, it, is lave 
to the. 'Fruth and to thy Soul, hath conftrained” me, 
and my Service unto God I know 1s acceptable ; 
and I could. deſire iefinight be ſo to thee al; but 
however, whether thou wilt hear or forbear, Tam 
clear of thy Blood, and my Conſcience I have clear- 
ed, in giving Teſtimony to the, Truth , which is. 
dearer to me than my all in this Warld': Bkfſed be. 
the, God of my Life, who. hath ms 1 00 ham. 
be the Glory aſcribed for ever and ever. And Thomas, 
although, (as thou faidſt) my Mind has been: as a 
Cage of many unclean Birds in Days paſt, which: F 
do confeſs. to his Glory, who hath appeared ta cleanſe 
the Unclean, and purge and ſanftifie a $anQuuary os 
Thberanch ty _— to ney in, and” walk in ac- 
cording to his promiſe ; I fay: this being wrought in 
me , Ad for me through the efetual wats of 
his Power , , who hath ſeparated me as a Yeſle Ga 
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bear his Name; I now dare not let the Teſtimony 


of his hey Power be trodden under foot of the un- WWW 


clean s of the Forreſt , who would obſcure it 
as in Days paſt, that ſo Night and Darkneſs might 
continue ſtill, and they m—_ {till prey upon the 
Simple, and not be ſeen, Nay, I had rather that 
this Body were trodden under Foot, and I as a 
Man ever to be deſpiſed by all, as I have been, by 
thee ; than that this pretious Teſtimony ſhould in 
any meaſure fail : For I know the God of Heaven 
hath decreed to ſet it over all your Heads, both 
Prieſts and People, Epiſcopal or Presbyterian, &«. 
And he is able to do it, and to him I leave thee, 
who muſt judge both thee and I, who knows I have 
nought in my Heart towards thee, but love to thy 
poor Immortal Soul, and remain thy Friend, 


S, 


G. 
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BPISTLE 
Stephen Criſp, 


FRIENDS. 


EAR Plants and- Babes of: an. /Tmrgortal-Ge- 
neration, who are ſprung forth 'of -the Loyns 

of him who is before Abraham was, and Partakes of 
the Strength of his Word, by which all' things were 
made, that in the power of : that Ability and- Might, 
ye be'madeable to reign over. all things that are made, 
and” might not be fubjieS-uito any thing, which it 
felf. is ſubject; unto Change, Alteration or End, . Oh 


Ye 


| £39 ___ = Fn Tpirfle Trofmr Srefmen Cr, oo 


nn 
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ye Sons of Strength, conſider unto what you are born, 


WYV that the Nobility of your Generation may be mani- 


feſt in the Valour of yobe Minds, that the Noble Acts 
of the Antients may ariſe in you , and the Wiſdom 


e Elders may appear, who were mighty through 
, In c@found T's ÞemiÞF Wi 4 aol 
.Wond @f his Btiencaf' quercdme theÞ Strength, 


” Sa 


and through Faith in the Covenant, put to flight the 
Alians, and through the ſtrength of his Power, ran 
through the Troops bf tte Untircumciſed : In their 
Day they were faithful in Suftering , and God, e- 
ven their God , was fairhful to give them Domi- 
nion. 8F$39d Yo ana ellonad odÞD, 

Now and | War Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, to the ®nd that Ml may 
be kept in him that hath the Promiſe and Bleffin 
of the Father, feel the W'srd that did beget the firl 
Breathing to God-ward, for that was not Worldly, 
butbeforeTtrway in ehc beginnaing ; neither dach 
the Warld ftisfit, what thef Word h*th begotten : 
And avitsfoeter receives Satiiattion i 'thinggof 
this World, are from the Noble Seed of Inherirance, 
uato which appertaineth the Kingdom, which is not F 
of the" Wrrlll.: —— —— — ———— $ | 
I Wady prada, hi 
is Meek aid Lowly : And this Sed 'and Birth grows 
not but im Medknefs, neither ſecleth iro cxatt-1t fel, | 
but;hurkble6li- ic AelE' wo terve:for this Friends "and 

E ft 'his -Bretnits.: bnd 'therefore +hoſodver 
willes\i”to zxatt himſelf over” Friedds or! Binembes, 
the ſalne i5"Degenorite from\the Root' of 'the' US 
| | that 
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that is in, the, Word,, and muſt, retyrn'to the. Word 
in, Mecknefs,, and wait to kngw,the' Lowlinefs there. ISVV 
of wografied in his Soul., left the Hights &6 feparate 
tum.trom.the love of God, that -is inthe lowlySeec. 
So It. none- of the. Olive-Plants kave their Fdtnefs, 
nor the Fig-trees leave their Fruitfulne(s, "in the Places 
where ,Gqd- hath. ſet you ta ſeek a Dominion to your | 
ſelves ;. for this'is your Glory: and'your Crown, to be, 
what. you axe 10, the Ward, hich 'abides, for ever ;; 
and. let none put. traſt under the fhiadozyof a Bramble,, 
which will be. moſt ſubx& to Reign, neither, delight 
your ſelves in his Fruit, for the Eng will be bitrer- 
neſs. But oh,. thou tender Seed, and'Beloved of; thy 
Mother, -(which.haſt been; brought forth with bitter 

Pangs, ever ſince hes return fromthe” Wilderne(s,Y 
; | behold, thy King is the Lord of”: rolls, the'v | 
7, one of the Aneients,. and. 6 Counſeſfor of the ke 
h Prieſts and Prophets of old ,” is'the Oracle. of. thy 
\» Wiſdom and CO" Therefore let” thy 


f 6 be always tahim, and let the Steps of thy Feet 
1 ke "Ira anto. His, tot lace ; let thy Fars 


_—_—— 
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I fa. 


: | an lis. Wark), gud Hy Mir all be 

| taught in WinIGN 5. Kt "he ie aſe .of; 1 Yann 
. | be, thy Strength, {o. ſhalt: thay never he mded. 
s O.ye-Sons of the Morving,, ahd Daughters 6f the 
£ | Hrightges of his alin, who lives not but as he 
d 
7 
'7 
e 


reigns, and dies. nat, while he lives in you ; Oh how 
mi. Heard is filled, ith bis Lope: and Deeartiiggy 'of 
Life to- you-ward.; wherewith ſhall, I, exprets; 


and how ſhall T ſignifie unto- you, the tr 
t that.Love, which he hath by his Divine” = 
raiſed . 


_ raiſed io mp.comapd "you, Oh, dogg ip 4 


t my. bs | jg N 
| I det TOW, Tt , Your | 


ye, ak , and your Armour, is 
"Who « ee, O Coy Oaeary To 
= Iſrael God's Co , "Iaibls as. an Arm 
Eg Rrong as a F Ci , whoſe 

ling is .the ergy We5 of Rocks : The. '"Archers have 
nee thee, but. their Bows were broken ; ;the 


” 
_ _—_ 


Men , the Princes , the, Captains, and. the 
wy have Tiſen id aca? inſt thee, and they have 
fallen by the Edge of the Sword , 'even the "Word 
which proceedeth out of the Mouth of the Lamb, 
ty ight, O,Zyor.. Ts Wiſe-Men have added their 
Xifdom., and. the Strong Man hath "3ddal." his, 
rength. ride and the Learhed' have brought 
orth- Hh Fi ces, but God, even thy, God, 7a the 
- midſt of thee Wer lows wonderfully, 


. And now Brethren, herein am I,cnlarged, hows 
ing you can. read. the Lines of my dear and nd 
Loye,:beyond what T .can write, 1s Vectitle the"Finger 
a; Tack hes n felt to'wr blk phe in (ves: Hearts; 

ultle,. not ror but ih t, where the 

None 3 1s P's , Which 15 One. wh this is the 
& un one of you 

7 ba the j5/the Hin 
*hing You. Deat aft, and 
whomT feel near me, 


(though 


the*Scri 
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( ugh far off vorwardly,) with the Arm of 'Set 
e'Love'T embrace” you, at 
ny of Tanocency I fatute you , and in the Arr 
rength 'that hath loved you, I lefve you, yea, 
and tye * with you, I having no other Strength 
than that which is your $ , nor Food, nor 
Riches, nor Wiſdom, nor Glory, but what is yours 
alſo, anointed with the ſame Oyl of Gladneſs, 
and” joyn Moaber in. that Body which  ,, and 
ſhall-for* ever. be- glotified at the Ri hr Hand of the 
Eternal Majeſty, whole 'is the- Kingdom , and the 
y , and the Worſhip for ever. And. this fur- 
ther Brethren, is in my Heart to ſignifie unto you , 
that your Joy may be full, that ſince m ap. 
Southward, 4 have ſeen the Proſperity of "Truth, an 
the —_— that God hath made willing, in this the 
Day of his Power, are many : Glory be to the Lord 
God of Zzon, who turneth her Captivity , and re- 
ſtoreth again her Inhabitants from far ; and Truth 
hath a good Savour in theſe Parts; and Friends kept 
freſh and Living, and many in a readineſs to go 
ont 1n the Lamb's Warfare, ro-overcome-Vioterice 
with Patience, and the force of the Enemy with 
Faith, and to wait for their Saving through Suffer- 
ing, and feels the Rock that upholds, and the An- 
chor that ſtays their Souls, which hath never failed 
us, nor never will, but will laſt until Adverſity ceaſe, 
and Tribulation come to an end, and Sorrows be 
no more ; yea, until the Kingdom of our Lord be 
over altfthe Kingdoms of the Earth, and his Name 
over every Name,, in which 4 your Strength, and 
H h the 


with-the Undefiled © XV 


An Epiſtle =: &e. 


the Strength of your dear Friend and Brother, in the 


EDIT nd Pater of th Lamb "HO 
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Stephen Criſp. 
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Friends at ph” ERDAM. 


- Amſterdars thie 28th. of the 4th. Month, 1667. 


Dear Friends, 
7-OR this end hath the Lord God of Heaven and 
Earth made known his Everlaſting Truth to 


you, that you ſhould walk therein, in ſingleneſs and 
H h 2 upright. 
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2+ In -Epiftte from/\Stephen' Criſp, 
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=” ightne {s of Heart, and not to live any lo to 
AN Jo felves, nor to this World, but to Lad thee 
athcalieyor! Therefore Dear Friends, wit with 
| ence upon the Lord, in the Light of his Son 
' Tefas" Chriſt, with which e one 1s enlightned, 
r in you, through the Gofpet 1s made manifeſt, by 
which you are _ out = World, - ys 
wait fo ka itance and 'Kingdom';that fadet 
not away: 7 Anfl.fs your Minds iwthis Light of Jeſus 
are IA you m5 feel rhe er Poe of 
ht Which will_give yqu.a diſcerning-of that which 
15-8f the World you and alſo of | thoſe that yet 
areAn the World: .as you are- obedient and 
fubje&t to this Power, you cannot joyn with the 
World, nor with their Worſhips nor Manners ; but 
fuch live in- that clean and unſpotted Life that ſhall 
judge. the.World. - Alſa..yau. thay have believed in 
the of the Tyord , Fait td feeÞ the'working 
of the Power of _it-in you. ſelve$,..and to be Ba 
tized into his Death, that being Dead to the World 
and the Fleſh, you may live to God in the Spirit, 
and your Minds may be ſet upon things that are 
above ; for the World and all things therein muſt 
paſs'away 'as/a Scrowle,, but the Ward-of God, by 
which you have been Convinced, is everlaſting, and 
by its Power ſhall all things be ſubdued, and the 
hrone of Wickedneſs brought under , and Righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the Earth : And all 
that comes to know this effetted in themſelves, ſhall 
ſee this Day and be glad. Therefore 'Friends, be 
not diſcouraged at the' Clouds and Darkneſs that yet 
TEmains 


ght bein y, 
Dwellings ,.and your Borders ſhall be enlarged, ' for 


in the Conſciences of all Men, that the Mouth of 
Gainſayers may be ftop'd, and may be made to ac- 
knowledge to the Power, Truth and Righteouſneſs 
that is found in and among you. 

So God. Almighty keep and . preſerve you by his 
Almighty Power , to whoſe Fatherly Care and Pro- 
tection I leave you, Dear Hearts, to be preſerved by 
him out of all the Snares of the Enemy of your Souls, 
which will daily be diſcovered by the Light, to all 
ſuch as diligently wait in it. 

In the Fellowſhip of which pure Everlaſting Light 
of Chriſt Jeſus, T am your Friend, and a Lover of 
your Souls, and a Servant in the Everlaſting Goſpel 
of God. 

S, C. 


Friends, keep your Meetings in the Name of the Lord with 
Diligence , and let this be read among you in your 
Aſſemblies. 


Friends, 


UR ip ſtands inthe Goſpel. of Peace, 
which i the of God which is Ever« 
lafting, and which is not of this World; if you keep 
low in this Power of God which is not of this. World, 
then have you Fellowſhip, and the Goſpel of Peace 
is felt, and the things of this World cannot -break 
your Fellowſhip, but you wilt mount over the World, 
and over that which would difquiet and difturb you 
in your ſelves: So will the power bring you to reſt, 
and to the true Sabbath , and to the true Joy, and 
to the true Dominion of Life; and fralſ] know 
an Entrance to be adminiftred into the Kingdom of 
-God, over the Devil, and his Power, and the leaſt 
among you ſhall rule over him; but neither the leaſt 
nor teſt to raſe 'over one another , but the 
Power of Life over you all'; this is the Requirings 
of God': And where all that's contrary to this Power 
is b under , there's Peace, Reſt and Stilneſs 
enj to the Soul, Therefore my dearly Beloved 
Friends , feel after the Power OO _—_ your 
fellowfhip, and let the Law of God go over the 
fallen Reafon, in which the World can ſee you: 
But in the Seed you are Itid, and your Life is hid 
and your Glory is hid , and kept from Spots, and 
our Crown is ſure in Immortality. Therefore Dear 
ing love the Power, and m_—_ upon it, that 
you may feel perfe&t Deliverance by it, from all that 
which will bring Weights and Burthens ; and ſo walk 
in the Power and Dominion of Truth, in the Life of 
| Righteouſs 
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Righteouſneſs over the Prince of this World, the 
Serpent and his Earthly Wiſdom which you are: to 
know an End of; and when you come to know an 
end to that, you come to receive the Wiſdom ;thaty 
is from above, which is firft Pure , then Peaceable, 
and without end , through which you will be led 
to a _— Spirit , and to walk in the Path of the 
Juſt, which is Holineſs ; which brings us to ſee God. 

The Almighty God keep and preſerve you all to- 
the End, Amer. 


London, 6th, of the 12th. 6 
Month, 1667. 


Let this be read in your Aſſemblies, when y0u are met” 


in the Name and Fear of the Lord.. 


AN 


— 


EPIS FRE 


Stephen Criſp, 
FRIENDS, 


AGAINST 


Such as cry out againſt the Form of Godli- 
neſs, as againſt Meeting at Set Times, on Firſt 
Days, &«. 


Oh my Dear Friends, 
Y Soul with Love unfeigned ſalutes you, even 
in that very Love which the Father hath 
beſtowed on me, of which Love and Goodneſs he 


hath alſo made you Sharers and Partakers, through 
T1 Jetus 
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Jeſus Chriſt our Light and Counſellor, whoſe Paths 
WY V have become Paths of Peace, and his Right Hand 
hath been a Support and _—_ unto you, in the 
Days of your Weakneſs and Intancy ; fo that when 
the Enemy within, or Enemies without , -ſought to 
deſtroy your Hope which you had in God, lo, you 
felt his Power near to ſuſtain you : So you be- 
came Valiant for the Name of your God, and his E- 
ternal Love, that ſprang up in your Hearts, conſtrain- 
ed you to fuffer much, rather than his Name ſhould 
in the leaſt ſaffer : And by the operation of his Power, 
ye becames {þ United and: Joyned together, thet your 

Hearts ſtood *open one for another ; and if an 
thing happened through Weakneſs and Childiſhneſs, 
ye could feel in that Day how God for Chriſts ſake 
iad forgiven you, and could in the fame forgive 
one agother :- And this was that, dear Children, 
that gave you an Underſtanding and a Diſcerning of 
the falſe Power , and Airy Spirits, in how great a 
glory ſoever it appeared, as you dwelt in that bleſſed 
Power which kept you low 8nd broken in your 
ſelves, ye could ſee both your ſelves and others. And 
in. thoſe Days was the Hearts of the Rightequs made 
lad among you, and ye were enriched with Heaven-- 
y Benefits; and your Aſfemblies were a delight unto 
you, becauſe therein your Souls were fatished with 
the appearance of his Likeneſs. And Oh my Friends, 
that this Glory might ever reſt upon: you, and that 
vou might ſay the Government and the Peace of our 
Lord' Jeſus is {till increaſing amongſt us, and: that 
as the Lord hath called and chatem you, to be 
his Witneſſes of his Ariſing, you-might none of you 
"11 
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fall ſhort of this Teſtimon : to wit, to know him 


raiſed up in you all, who bruiſeth down Satan the WV 


Scatterer and Defifer, and deſtroys his whole Work, 
though never ſo Crafty. Oh, that Seed which never 
fell, which cannot be Leauilad); Oh, wait to feel it in 
your ſelves, for this is Meek and Lowly, Long-Sut- 
fering and full of Patience; this is that which puts 
to ſilence the Birth of the Fleſh, yea, t it 
would plead to advance the Spirit; for Wiſdom is 
juſtified of her own Chilaren. Oh, my Friends, my Heart 
is full towards you of the Love of my Father, yet 
am I painedand in Heavineſs concerning you, leſt that 
old Enemy of 1/rae/'s Peace, ſhould beguile _ of 
you, and lead you from the ſimplicity of the Goſpel 
to follow Seducing Spirits. And therefore my dear- 
ly Beloved in the Lord Jeſus, I. charge you all to 
wait in that ſame Eternal Light of Jeſus , which at 
the beginning was a fure Guide unto you, and led 
you into the form of Sound and Uncondemnable 
Speech, and into an In-offenſive Life towards all 
People , and made you watch how to cafe the Bur- 
thens of the Oppreſſed, and fo through Believing ye 
were preſerved, Therefore by. Doubting,, let not 
any be ſhaken nor removed, though the Enemy in 
theſe Days hath prepared the Sceds, Men of Doubts 
and Queſlicaings , as well as ye have known them 
that have ſown the Word of Faith and Sound- 
neſs, yet know them aſunder, whenever they appear ; 
tor the Miniſters of Righteouſneſs have from the 
beginning ſown but one - manner of DoQtrine, and 
in that you have received us, and we have ſought 
to eſtabliſh you , both in the Power and Form of 

Ii 2 Truth : 
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Truth :' Now, whoſoever \firikes at either ,/is.a So 


SY ducer, and if any lers in his DoQrine, it' will cauſe 


Diviſions among you; and when you are divided, 
then the Carnality will 'arife}, to feed and maintain 
the Diviſion ; 'and' ſo your Love to God will wax: 
colder, and Iniquity will inavoidably abound, which 
ſeparates from God, and ſcatters from the true 
Church', and brings the Soul into Deſolation : And 
that which draws forth the Mind about Days, and' 
Places, and outward things, leads into Animoſities. 
and Heats; whereupon falſe Fire comes fometimes 
to be offered up. Oh my Friends, my Heart is bro- 
ken in remembrance of you, and what the Lord 
hath done for you, and how he made you a dread 
to the Heathen, while ye retained the Love and Sim-- 
= that ye learned in Chriſt. Oh how Meek, 
ow Tender , how Subject was your Souls unto the 
Truth, and one to another in it ? Oh! let it neither 
be loſt nor forgotten, but fulfil my Joy in the Lord 
on your behalf, and with one confent judge out that 
which is wicked and abominable, -and let none ſpare 
that which appertaineth to the Uncircumciſed : But 
ſet it be done in Fear and Trembling, that the Flefh- 
ly in all may feel the' Stroak. Bur dear Lambs, 
I&t your Concord never be broken, nor your Agrec- 
ment (in things apertaining unto Godlineſs) any ways 
be removed from you ; for if it be, then is your Beau- 
ty marred, and your Crown defaced : But meet to- 
gether on the Firſt Days and on other Days, as for= 
merly you have been led, and the former BI 
and Preſence of God will be felt among you ; whic 
{ome not feeling , have gone into Queltt nings — 
caton- 
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Reaſonings, to their own Harm. Dear Friends, the 


Lord knows the Integrity of my Soul, and true Love WWW 


to you ; and that for his glorious Truth's ſake, and 


for your fakes, I write theſe: things to'you, Oh; re- 


ceive my Advice; hearken and hear, and let all ſelt-. 
willedneſs be borne down by the meek Lamb's 


Power, for it's that which gives Life, and reſtores, 


and heals and makes up Breaches. Therefore make 
haſte to an hearty Atonement in the Seed Chriſt, 
the Head of every true and living Member , and 
let none have cauſe to glory in your Fleſh, or in 
your Weakneſs, but make glad your Hearts who 
ſeeks no Glory, but the Glory of God : His Witneſs 
is in your Hearts, bearing us Record that we have 
hboured among you, to bring you into the Unity of 
the Faith, and into the Knowledge and PraQtice -of 
ſuch things as tend to your Editying. Therefore 


lend not your Ears, (I beſeech you) unto that in 


any, or in your ſelves, that would (under pretence - 


of Formality in Times or Places) draw you aſide, 
from the good and bleſſed Teſtimony of Aftmblin 
your ſelves together, to wait upon your God; and 


what there is in any of you that would not conde-.. 


ſcend unto each other as: Brethren, is not of the na- 
ture of the true Birth , but muſt by it be ſubdued : 
And as that ariſeth and prevails in and among you, 
ſo will you again feel the Lord Miniſtring to his 
own in you, and your Eyes will be open to ſee the 
Wiles of our. ſubtle Adverſary more clearly ; who 
though he: may «- ph masked , with a ſhew., of 
more Holineſs, with a Promiſe of a further Glory, 
higher Diſpenſations, new Diſcoveries, yea, and with 
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a Pretence of leading, out of Formality into the Power; 

UV and many ſuch like Baits and Snares. Yet my Dear- 
ly Beloved, beware of fuch Pretences, for he comes 
but to bring you into a Diſ-eſteem of what you have 
received , and to draw forth the ExpeCtation after 
ſomething elſe; that ſo you might be robbed and 
{poiled of your Portion : And; then when you 
come to a want in your ſelves, —_ the for- 
mer, and miſſing the latter, you will be tempted to 
end in the Earth ; and the latter end of ſuch, is 
worſt of all. 

So my Dear Friends, in the largeneſs of my Love, 
have I written this large Epiſtle to you , in which 
if you receive my Advice to your Benefit, I have 
my End. And though Heavineſs hath been upon 
me, yet my rejoycing in you will return unto me a- 
>a and my Spirit {hall praiſe the Lord with yours. 

he Lord God of Power preſerve you, and keep 
you ſtedfaſt to the end, in the Doctrine of his Son, 
and in the Obedience of his Truth, unto the fulfil- 
ling of your Teſtimony , and to the obtaining the 
Crown Immortal, which never fades away ; 1n the 
Earneft of which, and in the bleſſed Fellowſhip of 
his Power, in which my Soul deſires you may be 
kept, I bid you farewel ; who am your Friend and 
Companion 1n the Truth, and acquainted with the 
Burthens of them that cauſe Trouble, whom God will 


repay. 
| Stephen Criſt P. 
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- Shall. be heard in Baby/on, and aftoniſh the 
F Inkabitants of the Defiled and Polluted Habitations| } » 
p of the Earth, 
w AND 
A The Power of the Prince of Darkzeſs called into Que- 
s ſtion, and he himſelf examined by the Truth, how He came 
to Reign over Mankind, and how long his Time ſhall be, 
2 till he come to be caſt out of his Dominion, and the Crea- 
[) tures be deliver'd from under his Tyranny; to ſerve God in 
, Spirit and in Truth, as Chriſt the Prince of Peace has order*d 
. them. 
- Alſo the Number of him whom the World has wondred af- 
- ter, found out and demontftrated to be near at an End ; and withal, that 
f it is no ways unlawful nor in vain, both to hope and expett the utter De- 
ſolation and Deftruft ion of Sin in this Life, and the ſetting up of perfe&t 
: Righteouſneſs in the Souls of Men, where Sin has too long Reign'd. 
Written in a Teft imony to the Truth, and againſt the falſe Poſition of the De- 
- vil and his Servants: By a Servant of God, 
| STEP HEN CRISP. 
Mats 15. 12,13,14. Then came bis Diſciples, and ſaid unto Lim, Knrweſt thou 
that the Phariſees were offended after they beard this Saying,--- But be ſail, 
Let them alone, they be blind Leaders of 1h2 Blind, &-. 
1 John 3. $. He that commits Sin is of the Devil, &c. 
LONDON, Printed by T. Sowle, 1694. 
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TO THE 


READER 


Courteous Reader, 


His ſmall Treatiſe does not appear with the Approba- 
tion of the Learned Dottors of this our Age ; nei- 
ther do I believe it will be received in the Academies, or 
Univerſities , and among the Rabbies , whether they be 
Papiſts or Proteſtants ; and conſidering the Subjett, it 
not like that it ſhould get ſuch Patrons. And there- 
fore, muſt I ſingly recommend it to the Witneſs of God, 
in thy own C = | ns whoever thou art ; by which Wit- 
neſs thou knoweſt, that as long as the Devil reigns in thee, 
it is not as it ought to be: And if thou be at all deſi- 
rous that it ſhould or might be as it ought, it will be no 
ways ofraſoe unto thee to hear of the overthrow of him, 
that has brought out of order ; and withal , of the a 
pearance of him, who is the Reſftorer of Iſrael, and t 
right Heir of the Gentiles. . 

And this one thing I do _— thee, of what Pro- 
feſſion , Religion), or Fudgment thou maiſt be, to wit, 
That thou Toef by thy own m_— of the Controverſie 
(for a little time) and read without prejudice or par- 
trality, and be not offended, that another is not of thy 
Judgment ; but conſider, that thou in thy one particular, 

| art 
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1672. art in one and the ſame Tranſereſſion, in the matter a- 
WYV foreſaid ; ſeeing the greateſt part of Mankind is not of 
thy Judgment ; and they have as much power to judge thee, 
that thou art wrong, as thou haſt to judge me that I am 
wrong.. Therefore read in Coolneſs, and conſider what 
thou readeſt , as knowing that it is God that muſt give 
an Underſtanding. And whereas the Subjeft or Matter 
of the Treatiſe does comprehend much , and many things 
are but hinted at, therefore look up to the Lord, who can en=- 
large thy Underſtanding in it, as it pleaſeth him. 

And as concerning the Prieſts, who are ſo buſie to make 
Complaints againſt Settarians, Hereticks, and Heretical 
Books, deſiring the Magiſtrates they would abuſe their 
Power, to defend them and their Dottrine by Perſecution ;. 
they would do better to employ their Time in the anſwerin 
of theſe Poſttions.. And whereas they are called Spirituud, 
tet them fight with Spiritual Weapons, (if they have them, ) 
and bring forth ſomething in defence of their old Maſter, 
and his Kingdom and Power, now in atime of need, when 
it 1s near come to an end.. 

And whereas the Words Government, Dominion,, 
Reign and Kingdom, are often us'd, by which ſome 4 
perverſe Minds may conclude, That I intend thereby # 
Qverthrow, or Changing,. or Subverting of outward Go- 
vernment , to prevent {ſuch a Momus, 1 ao declare in the 
ſight of God, and before all Men,. That I have no ſuch 
Thought or Intention ; perfettly declaring my Judgment, 
viz. That a Chriſtian ought to live peaceably and quietly 
under all ſorts of Governments, which the Lord permits 
to be, or is pleaſed to ſet up : And I do believe, that the 
Ruling or Government of an Emperor , King, Prince or 
State in it ſelf, is not Repugnant to, but Conſiſtent oy 
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the Government of Chriſt, whoſe Kingdom is Spiri= 1672 
tual , and the more he reigns in the Hearts of People, WWW 
the eaſier will it be for the Ralers of this wid to 
fulfil their Office ; and if the Devil were wholly diſ- 
throwd, yet notwithſt anding, they might ſtill Rule, decree= 
ing Juſtice, according to the Words of Him , who (aid, 
By me Kings _ and the Princes decree Juſtice; 
by me Princes rule, and the Nobles, even all the 
Judges of the Earth, Prov. 8. 15, 16. And then they 
would be under him , who is their Kjng and Lord ; and 
the People would live a Pleaſant , Godly and Peaceable 
Life, under their reſpettive Kings and Lords. 

And ſeeing theſe things are promiſed, and that he is 
faithful that hath phe, them, Why ſhould we not then 
hope for, and expect the fulfilling thereof? And ſo Cour- 
teous Reader , having given thee this ſhort Caution and 
Inſtruttion, I leave thee to read the following Diſcourſe, 
and remain a Friend to thee and all Men, 


OT 


S. C. 
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WHICH 


Shall be heard in Babylon, and Aſtoniſh 


the Inhabitants of the Defiled and Pol- 
luted Habitation of the Earth, Wc. 


ANY are the Devices of Satan, and great 
is the Subtilty which he furniſheth his Chil- 
n 


and Servants withal, by which he ſeeks to up- 
hold his Kingdom, pleading now a right to that which 
he got by Subtilty ; and has taught his whole Family, 
Thar it 1s impoſhble for any to be freed from under 
his Service, even as if all Men that are created of 
God, were created to the Service of the Devil: And 
although he can make no Man, yet that he. is able, 


after 
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1672 after they are made, to keep them in his Service ; 
wo yea, although their Maker does call for them to ſerve 
im : And fo by this ſuppoſed neceſſity, (which is 
a Dorine well-pleaſing to the Fleſh,) he keeps Na- 
tions, Kindreds, Tongues and People in Bondage to 
his Will : And not only ſo, but he has ſo bewitched 
and beſotted his whole Synnagogue, and every ſort 
in it, that they cannot endure to hear that they 
ſhould be made free; and all that comes to declare 
Liberty to theſe Captives, and an opening of the 
Door of this Priſon-houſe, (the Darkreſs) unto thoſe 
that are ſhut up within it, they cry out againſt ſuch, 
away” with them from the Earth, let them be Cruci- 
fied, Stoned, Hanged, Burned, Impriſoned and Ba- 
niſhed, or at leaſt, derided and nyocked at, and all 
manner of evil be ſpoken of them :' And what have 
they done? They have Preached againſt Sin, that it 
muſt come toan end, and have preached that that 
which is perfect, is to be found in this Lite, by which 
Men 'might come to the acceptable Year of the Lord, 
unto whom there is nothing acceptable which is ime» 
perfect. 

Certainly , there is no manner of Slaves ſo well 
contented with their Bondage, as the DeviPs are ; 
and i therefore it is worth the conſidering, what right 
he has to reign over Mankind , and what Work it 
.1s, he gives his Servants to do, that is ſo'well pleaſing 
- unto: them, that they cannot endure to hear of being 
fer at Liberty , as long as they have a Day to hve, 

As for my part, I have confidered what right the 
Devil can claim to the 'Government which he has 
among the Childrea of Men, Reigning over ay" 
. | an 
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and Princes , Prieſts and People, from one Se& to 1672 
another, ſetting them all to work in blind Zeal one ww 


againſt another ; yet all agreeing in this one Queſtion, 
(to wit) Is there any Man'or Woman upon the Earth, 
that is free from under the Reign of the Devil; that 
he can live without Sin? Or is 1t poſſible for any to 
be ſo? The general Anſwer is, No; we are all, and 
muſt be all his Servants, all the Days of our Lives. 
But ſome might ſay, Seeing you are all Fellow-Ser- 
vants, and that both you and your work do belong 
to one Maſter ; why then are you dilagreing with 
one another about the Work ? But Oh ! my Soul 
longeth that ſome might be awakened, once to conſi- 
der, and to bethink themſelves , how they came to 
this State and Condition, and by what Right and Au- 
thority their Maſter keeps them in this Bondage, 
and whether 1t is not both lawful and poſſible to come 
from under it ? 

And in the firſt place it is to be conſidered, that 
this Spirit, which is called the Devil and Satan, had 
no Dominion over Man in the beginning ; for God 
gave Man power over all Beaſts, Fiſhes, Fowls, and 


over every Creeping Thing, that he 1hould rule o-- 


ver them; and in that tume the Devil, that old 
Creeping Serpent , was kept under, and- could not 
ſpeak, nor command as with Authority ;. and he be- 


ing but a Subject limſelf, he ſought to have Domi-- 
nion ; having loſt the Glory of the Everlaſting King-- 
dom ; and ſo he came to the Woman, which was. 


made, and brought forth in a time of Sleep, and 


Perſwaded her, (Mark, not Commanded,) and his. 


Perſwaſion was, that ſhe ſhould break the Com- 


mand! 
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mand of God, under pretence that ſhe ſhould be pro- 


&ov fited thereby. So here was but a ſneaking, underly 


Spirit, coming to the Woman in a deceitful, feigned 
manner, with a Lye in his Mouth, to fee if he could 
deceive her, and lead her to be Diſobedient to her 
God and Maker. Who could then have thought , 
that this Spirit that was ſubject to all forts of Mi- 
ſery, ſhould have Reigned and Ruled over ſo many 
Millions of Thouſands of Men, both High and Low, 
Young and Old ? Well, the Woman hearkned after 
a Lye, and broke the Command of God, and went 
to try whether this Serpent had found out a way 
to make her better or not ; and not only ſo, but 
went to the Man, and gave him alſo, and he did 
Eat. Mark, this Devil, the Old Serpent, he did not 
o to the Man, that was a Work too high for him ; 
ut there comes his Companion, (which was given 
of God) which was of his Fleſh and Bones, to tempt 
him ; he did not hearken to the Devil, but to his 
Deceived Wife, and he did Eat, and their Eyes were 
opened, and they were aſham'd, and hid themſelves. 
Here were the T'wo firſt Subjects which the Devil 
had in his Kingdom, he having before this time no 
Dominion among the Creatures which God had 
made, 
- Now it is to be obſerved, that there are but Four 
ways to come into Dominion, to wit, by Deſcent, by 
Election, by Conqueſt, and by Treaſon. 
Now..which of theſe it is, by which the Devi 
got . his: Entrance, - is eaſie to be concluded; all that 
are Wiſe will fay, That it was by Treaſon and Falſe- 


hood, and that Man thereby came to be deprived of 


that 


——— 


Bozders of Spiritual Egype. 


that Dominion and Rule which he had before, and 1672 
his Boldneſs was taken from him, and he was a- WYW 


ſhamed. So now ſee for whom. you are pleading, 
all you that are ſo zealoufly pleading for the DeviP: 
Kingdom, (v1z.) for an old 1 raytor, that came into 
his Goverment by a Lye, and ſpoiled our Prede- 
ceſſors of their Dominion, Glory and Power at once 
by Sin, for which you are now pleading. Oh ! bluſh 
and be aſhamed every one of you, and let your 
Mouths be ſtopped for ever. 

But now, ſeeing that it fell out ſo: what was the 
determination of the Lord in this matter ? Hearken 
to his Sentence; And to the Serpent he ſaid, becauſe 
thou haſt done ſo, thou ſhalt creep upon thy Belly, and art 
curſed above all Cattel ; and above all the Beaſts of the 
Field, See, he muſt creep upon his Belly, and not 
ſtand upon his Tip-toes, lifting up his Head above 
the Nations ; he muſt eat Duſt, and the other Beaſts 
muſt eat the Graſs of the Field ; but he Duſt all the 
Days of his Lite, and not the Fat of theLand, and 
to aka the Tenth part of the Fruits of the Earth 
beſtowed on his meaneſt Servants, having alſo the 0- 
ther Nine parts of it beſtowed and ordered to: his 
Will ; and fo ſhall it be with thee as long as thou li- 
veſt ; that is, not to ſay, that he ſhall live for ever, 
and to have Duſt to eat, and a Belly to creep upon : 
But at laſt God has determined, «591i. his Head ſhould 
be bruiſed, there is his end, Oh! ail ye Ficaders for 
Sin, behold your Prince , :nd hear his Sentence, and 
be aſhamed, and ſtop your Mourhs for ever. 

- And now, when he had gotten a little Dominion, 
let us examin a little, how o_ Traytor uſed his Rute 
L in 
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1672 in the beginning. His firſt Lefſon was, to teach his 
NN new: Subjets to hide themſqlves from the prefence 
or God ; That which before was their chieteſt Joy 
and Crown, was now their 5 Ag fear and dread ; 
and fo they run under the 'T rees, hiding themſelves, 
"i as their Poſterity now does at this Day ; but. the 
| "Lord found themout, and ſpoke to them, and cauſed 
them to hear-that dreadful Sentence ; and not only 
ſo, but drove them out from where Life was to bg 
found, into the Earth, where there was nothing tq 
be gotten without Pain and Labour. And whereas 
they were before in Dominion, and had nothing to 
do, but to dreſs the Garden in which the Life was, 
they muſt now Till the Ground, which brought forth 
unto them Briars and Thorns ; and in that ſtate Man's 
Miſery was great , and his Sorrow unſpeakable, and 
his Darkneſs not to be expreſſed ; and had loſt his 
diſcerning of -things that differ ; and having an ex- 
peRation of a Seed Which ſhould deſtroy the Ser- 
pent, and bruiſe his Head, he was apt to think that 
Birth to be that Seed, (as his Children in the Fall dg 
at this Day :) So that when Cain was born, his. Mo- 
ther ſaid, ſhe had gotten a Man from the Lord: But 
poor Woman, ſhe knew not the Seed, and how that 
that Seed which is born of the Fleſh is a Perſecutor 
and that the Enmity is great in the firſt Birth ; and 
ſo that although he grew up to be an Offerer, yet he 
did not grow up in Dominion over the Serpent ,. nor 
over. the quality of the De/irojer in himſelf; and that 
ſort, of Offering was more mc HUG to the Devil. 
than to God. d now mark, T hat Man, was a Sijn- 
ner ,,and yet Religious, his Sin and Religion were 
ia” | confiltent, 
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conſiſtent, and could have' place together at one and 1672. E 
the ſame time in 'one Man, as it is now with the Pro- Www 


feſſors of this Age; Who” ſay, they are Sinners, and 
that their beſt Works are polluted and defited with 
Sin, and rhat they muft remain fo whilſt they live ; 
and yet they will ſeek acceptance'with God in thefe 
luted Offerings , notwithſtanding wo ow rofets 
im to be pure to whom they offer. was this 
firſt Sacrificer blind and darkened, and fo are matty 
Thouſands after him, and the Dominion of the De- 
vil was over him. 


Firſt, Deceiving him, by kading him toexpett an 
acceptance, becaoe he Offered, chough with an evil 
Heart. 

Secondly, To lead him into the evil which had kept 
bed, By making him fo wroth d angry, (be- 

Thirdly, By making him fo wroth an : 

cauſe he - Bec not main) againſt his Brother on 
did well, 'ahd'was Partaker of the one fure Faith of 
the Eleft Seed of God : And the Serpent having 
thus darkened his Mind, then he durſt come'before 
him' with'a Lye, (though he'was a Man, of whom 
Eve thought, that ſhe had gotten him from the 
Lord,) 'perſwading him , that if that Faithful Abe/ 
was out' of 'the way, that then it would be'better 
with lim { fo he hearkened to the Counſel” of this 
Evil 'Spirit, 'and ſhed innocent Blood about 'Retigios, 


Here Perſecution got its Entrance into the World )- 
by one that 'was an Offerer, and dub | the, 


ether ;" a fir Tyſtrument for” ſich 'a Work. But be- 
old, 'what betarrie of this __ The Blood oo 
L1 2 e 
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1672 he had ſhed, and the” Farth Which had drank it up, 
WY V cry'd for Vengeance againſt this Bloody Offerer, and 


he fear*d exceedingly, and faid, He could not bear his 
Paniſhment ;' and aid, Every one that finds me, will ſlay 
me; and to prevent that, he went and built a City 
in the Land of Nod; here was the beginning of For- 
tifications, which was to defend the 'Tranſgreſfor'; 
for the Righteous have a Tower, namely, the Name 
of God, and there they are fafe, without ſuch Gates 
or Walls. 

Now let every one conſider how little right this 
Spirit had in all theſe things; but he entred by a 
Lye, and reigned by a Lye, and Darkneſs and Deceit 
was his Defence for his Government ; and how little 
reaſon there is to plead for fuch a Spirit, let the Wiſe 
1n Heart judge. ' reſted 

It would go beyond my preſent aim and papa 
to trace this Spirit, who ts called the Dev;/ and Sa- 
tan, the Dragon, and Old Serpent, through all Ages, 
ſince the beginning, to ſee with how-ittle Truth, 
Right or Equity he came up to reign among Men. 
The underſtanding Reader of the'Serprares of Truth 
can fee it clear enough; and it is a great wonder (and 
one of the-greateſt) that is in that part of: the World 
called Chriſtendom, that there are 1o-many Men oh 
ing Men' of Knowledge in other matters, and 
as ſet up the Scriptures, ſo much'as they feern to-do, 
Gallitg i the Word'of God, the Rale of Chriſtians, 
the of the World; the Guide; of ILife,) &c.) 
"That they ſhould-go with ſuch a Book'in their Hands, 
'pleaditig for the Devil's Kingdom, and-fot a'nectffity 
tliat-it muſt continue as long''as there is a Mari _ 
Earth : 
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Earth : Whereas the Scripture in ſubſtance is nothing 1672 
elſe but as a Declaration againſt him and his Govern- WV 
ment, and ſheweth how he ought to be forſaken; op- 
ſed, reliſted, and caſt out ; and withal, how that 
rimitive, Pure and Holy, and Righteous Law of that 
Spirit, which is called God, and is Holy, Pure, and 
Bleſſed for ever, how that ought tq be embraced, re- 
ceived and exalted in the whole Creation. I fay, 
this is a very great wonder , of which, and of the 
Conſequences thercof, the Chriſtians ſo called, -haye 
cauſe to be aſhamed ; yea, are a Reproach.,;toj the 
whole World ; and it is high-time 'that-fome do a= 
riſe for God ;, and the Call 1s, gone forth,, Whos on 
| the Lord's part ? Exod. 32. 26. The Devil has an © . 
innumerable Hoſt to plead for S/n, ſome with Argu- 
ments, and ſome with cruel Weapons; but- who 1s 
on the Lord's part, that can fay, the Lord, reigns in 
Righteouſneſs, and'in Truth hejudges. the Earth ?1/Oh! 
all ye Carnal Profeſſors-of God and -Chriſt;.ini Words, 
but in Works deny him, and' ſay , that, Sip-muſt 
ſtand, and remain as lotg as you hve. Be ;it known 
unto: you, in the Name of the God of Heaven, that 
where, Sia remains, /there the Devil is: Prince and 
Ruler. And. if; that muſt remain as.long as you live, 
the Devil-deſres/it no longer; for he that will be 
his Seryant-in-this Life, muſt,be his-Companion, in 
the World toicome, _ But: hear ye the Word of the 
Lord; thou great Hoſt, and mighty Army. of the De- 
Vil; Beaſh 'Serpent, and the,old Deceiver, who plead, 
that his, Government ſhall, ftand,-as long as, there 115 
aiManto live:yporrthe Earth: The Contraverle of 
therLoxd God Almighty.is proclauned , and begryn 


doe] 1 againſt 
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henceforth ye-Thall nor' be piofperotis ; bur the Do- 
mittion” of your 'Prince ſhall be lefſened;' and both his 
and your Power ſhall be weakened, and* your Wea- 
poris,' both of Deceie and Crae/ty ſhall be Broken, and 
comme to''nmughe. © The Inheritance of the 'Wicked 
ſhall be laid waſte, and the Deſign which Hath been 
carried 'on Co ſhall'be' fruſtrated ; Deteit and 
Falſhobd fhall fall before the Triith , arid Darkneſs 
fhal-flee before the Light ; and your fortified Ciry 
ſhall filyou; and the Land of Nod will nor bea hiding 
place for/you : For the Arm of the mighty Ged of 
Facob {hall {catter you as a'Reproach, and make you . 
aſhamd''of your Work and of | your Pritice.” 

Now, to totich 'a little fit'your Arguments, which 
the Servants bf this Spitit' tnake'uſe of, for to hold 
up Jhis' Kinpdomy:of 'which they ſay, it is impoſſible 
that it ſhoultl be brought down ;''even' as'if God hatl 
givenup all Mankind (which is the beſt of his Crea- 
tion) -utito the-Devil; and that 'he ſhould keep fone 
of them for- himfelf” to ſerve him, till they have ful- 


filled'the Devil's Work tothe full, 'andcarfervehith 


no lotiper : Certainly the Heathens, 'Mhort'and' Indians, 
have 4 *better' Doftrihe than 'theſe in' the Ground ;; 
though” Datlneſs is over their Underſtandings, as 
conceriiing' God ahd''Heaven , and fuch things, yet 
many of "then dornot judge that there is ſuch 4 


C 
cefſity tod6"' Evil, 's long as they live';” but abſtain 
from that which they "know rb be Evil.” "and they 
that 'd6-{o,"ate"eſtcemied to hive their Plating und 
Delight in the Eliziun; Fields "after. hby ae Dead. 
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ments ang FT OOuares't the Wicked ed and wy db. Are, 


to ſuffer aft Life ; or an what great Ha 
the good Men- ſhall live ? , The Heathen E _ 
faid, If thou art nag h in thy Mind, thoy pk (be- 
ing Dead) not, ſuffer Evil: And many. fuch- $2yings 
are among, them. But theſe fallen Chriſtians, who 
plead a neceſſity to ſerve this Spirit, whom they call 
the Devil, whoſe Place they will conteſs/ is in Hell, 
and in the Everlaſting Fire ; yet they notwithſtand- 
ing, without doing good, expect to enjoy their El#- 
214m, to wit, a Heaven where God and the Holy An- 
gels dwell for ever. 

Now let us examine a little what Reaſog there is 
for this great miſtake. 


Firſt, They ſay, That Six is ——_ and planted in the 
Nature of Man ; yea, ſo that «a Man muſy ceaſe to be 
Man, before he can come to ceaſe from being 4 Sinper, 


Anſn. That Man in his Natural State is {6 united 
with Sin, as that he thereby is ſeparated from God, 
| Ido not. der ; and allo that there 1 is a natural Incli- 
High in to commit JnT 1s alſo-true; t0.Wib, as 

Ty Sooner! ay and.Con- 


di. Ay "and ile Champions for the Devil's 
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1672 feving there is ſuch a Teſtimony of the M 
SS and Goodnek of God, an of lis Power and All-ſut: 
ficiency to Redeem and Save; Therefore it 1s worth 
to be pleaded, before we na vil, fach an _- 
hmited Power 4n atid -ameng you, Yea, *over ll'the 
Sons and Daughters of Men. - And therefore,” as con- 
cerning the firſt part of this ObjefQtion, to wit; That 
Sin is rooted in the Nature of Man, how came it to 
be rooted there? Whoſe Work was it tomake it ſo? 
Was- it the Work of God? -Or hath he ordered it, 
that it ſhould be fo ? If fo, Why is' any Man or Wo- 
man Puniſhed or- Condemned for its being ſo, ſeeing 
it could not be otherwiſe ? But none elfe but ſuch as 
are wholly-blind from a true ſenſe of God, will dare 
to ſay ſo : For then the. manifold calling of Sin- 
'ners unto Repentance, to waſh them, to cleanſe 
them, to put away the Evil from them, to ceaſe to do 
Evil, &c. muſt all be againſt his Will and Orderirg, 
and {6 conſequently but a — but God forbid 
that any Man ſhould ſay or think fo. Well, if it 
was not by 'the Ordering or Appointtnent of God, 
but that -God has made Man Righteous in his Na- 
ture, Will and AﬀeCtions ; yea, in the Image of God 
he Created him ; then it muft needs be another that 
has wrought this great Work, to'plant'Sit in his Na- 
turexand when i isexamined;it will appear thatit is the 
Work of a-Curſed Qutcaſt,' ah Unclean, Lying, Trea- 
cherous Spirit, who was rejefted of God, and had no 
panes the whole Creation, but by framing a Lye, he 
rought mo_ Woman from her Trttegrity and Obe- 
dience;.2nd ſo from that, came &great Alterationto be 
mn her, and a Groundor Foundation waslaid for the De- 
w4{to.build upon; and from that time he hasalways had 
| a 
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2 Rule in the Hearts of the Children of Diſobedience: 1672 
But now that this Rule and Government ſhould not WWW 


only be Univerſal , but alſo Irreſiſtible and Unalte- 
rable ; yea , though God Almighty ſtretch forth his 
Power, to redeem any out of this Kingdom, to bring 
them-mto the Kingdom of his dear Son-; yet they 
ſay, it is impoſſible for him, till he dies. It is as 
much as to ay, If God will have any Man to ſerve 
him perfealy , he muſt firſt kill him, and then he 
ſhall have him to his Service in another World : Oh 
horrible Ignorance of the Power of God, and of the 
End for which Chriſt came into the World ! name- 
ly, to deſtroy the Devil and his Works. Now, when 
his Work is deſtroyed, which has a tendency to cor- 
rupt Man's Nature, then the Nature of Men and 
Women come to be again Holy, Clean and Pure, and 
Man comes to be reſtored to his firſt Image, and the 
Glory of the firſt Body is again known, of which 
all the Bond-Slaves of the Devil are ignorant ; and 
this Power to reſtore the Nature of Man again, is the 
Lord's alone: It was the Devil that corrupted it, and 
it is God that ſanCtifies it again, and delivers it by the 
Spirit of Judgment and of Burning, which the Hy- 
pocrites cannot bear. 

Now, the manner how the Nature of Man came 
to be Corrupted, you have heard that it was by Man's 
joyning with that Spirit that was fallen and caſt out 
from God, and had only a power in the-Darkneſs, 
.and could not reign over any thing, but over that 
which he could draw from the Glory of God into 
the Darkneſs : And God who dwells in the Light, 
being moved with infinite ey, pres, ſent his Eter- 
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1672. nal Son, that was with him before the World, that 
UV he ſhould be made Partaker of the fame Nature in 


which Man was Created , that by the vertue of the 
Eternal Power, he might reftore him unto God, and 
might miniſter unto the 'Spirits of alf ſuch, to whom 
this Darkneſs and Corrupted State, was a Prifon- 
. Houſe. And this Jeſus received not the Nature of An- 
gels, that was not his Work, but he received the Seed 
of Abraham, which was in Captivity, that he might 
redeem it from Captivity through Death , ſuffering 
under the weight of that which oppreſſed the Crea- 
ture, and cauſed it to groan after Redemption : So- 
that although it could not deliver it ſelf, yet it might 
come: to be delivered through Faith in him, who is. 
mighty to fave, And this Felus, which was of the 
Seed of Abraham after the Fleſh, purifieth the Na- 
ture of all thoſe that join with him ; for the Work 
of the Devil, is to bring in Corruption, and the wotk 
of Chriſt , is to deſtroy it , and inſtead: thereof, to 
bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs. Now , where 
Sin 15 remaining in the Nature, there the Covenant 
with Hell and Death is not broken, neither are ſach 
m Covenant with God, but are yet under the Power 
of the Prince of the Air , whatever they may pro- 
feſls. And the Death of Chriſt is yet of no value 
unto them, becauſe*they are yet in their Sin and cor- 
rupted Nature, unchanged, untranſlated': So that 

thoſe that hold this Plea for the Devil, That becauſe 
he onte got aplace in the Nature of Man, and has corrupt=- 
"ed it, that therefore Sin muſt remain, ho long as the Life 
or- Nature remains ; ſuch are Strangers to the Work of 
God, and to his Power , by which he worketh, _ 
allo- 
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alſo to Chriſt Jeſus, through whom he works ; and 1672 
they have more Faith in the Power of the Devil, SV 
than in the Power of Chriſt, believing that the De- 

vil is more able to keep the Creature, and to hold 
faſt that, which by Deceit and Treachery he has got- 
ten in it ; than God (who made the Creature 
in-his Nature,) is able to reſtore it to his firſt Purity, 
that the Creature might come to ſerve him in Righ- 
teouſneſs and Holineſs. And ſuch as ſo believe, are 
no true Chriſtians, nor true Believers : But are ſtand- 
ing in the corrupt Nature, that has Unity with the 
Devil, and plead his Cauſe, who is willing that his 
Corrupt Birth ſhould live in Man, as long as he lives 

in the World ; for he knows, that fo long no accep- 
table Sacrifice can be offered up to God ; for you can- 
not bring forth a clean Sacrifice, out of an unclean 
Veſſel ; and as long as Nature is defiled, the Works 
will be unclean that are wrought in that nature. 


Secondly, The Second pleading is, That never axy 
Map was freed from Sin , ever ſince Sin firſt entred into 
the World; and that therefore it is Preſumption to ex- 
pett ſuch 4 thing in this Life, 


Ny) 


Aznſw. If. this Poſition were true, that there was 
never any Man freed from Sin, , yet it would be 
prefumption to ſay, that God ſhould not be able to 
do. that; which he neyer did ; and it is alſo preſump- 
tion, to. conclude, that. never any, Man was freed : 
But if this Poſition be falſe, then not only. the. Con- 
ſequence 'is falſe, to wit, that none can. be freed, but 
allo the Argument it ſelf L proved to bea Lye, and 
m 2 {0 
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fo.1s {wept away, and a Door is opened unto all, that- 
have more Love to Righteouſneſs, than to Sin, both to 
hope and to expett, that the ſame work ſhould again 
be wrought in and for them, without Preſumptson. 
Now, that all Men are Sinners by Nature; is evident ; 
and that: ſome were changed out of that Natural 
State, 15as evident ; ſo that the Queſtions only, Whe- 
ther thoſe that are tranſlated out of that: ſinful Na- 
ture, remain ſinful, yea or nay ? Which if it be fo, 
what: Advantage have they beyond others, i they ' 
after they are Tranſlated, muſt remain unfreed'? But 
I anſwer with the Words of 'the- Apoſtle, x Pet. 4. 1. 
He that hath Jafferes in the Fleſh, hath ceaſed from Sth. 
And here he ſpoke of ſuch that were yet in the Bo- 
dy, but had ſuffere&with, and\'were made Partakers 
of the Sufferings'and'Death of Chriſt, by a-Dying to 
Sin ; through which every one muſt paſs, before + Jo 
can come to tlie Reſurrettion, that is in Chriſt, by 
which (faid Peter) They obtained the Anſwer of a: good 
Conſcience in the ſight of God, which he calls the Bap- 
tiſm that Saves, Now, ſome having been Partakers 
of that Death, Baptiſm, and Refurreftion of Chriſt, 
by which they came to ceaſe from Sin, and to: have 
an Anſwer of a good Conſcience, without Offence, 
both to God''and Man, ( which none that fins can 
have) then may there-ſome-lawfully expe&t' to come 
to;the Enjoyment of the ſame ſtate of Freedom and 
Clearneſs, as well now , as formerly- without - Pre- 
ſumption. 


Secondy, TI anſwer with the-Words of «the Apoſtle - 


: Fahy, 1 Joh. 3.9. He that is born of God finneth not, 


becauſe - 
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becanſe his Seed abideth in hins, and he cannot (in, for he 


1672. 


is born of God; Now, whereas there have been forme www 


that were born of God, and have been his. Children, 
and that they that were ſo, had overcome the Wicked 
one, {0 that he could not touch them, but they had 
kept their Garments white and unſpotted, and that 


ſome / have been freed from the Law of Sin and 
Death; and that ſome have walked unblameable and 


without Spot, and had put oft the Old Man with his : 


Deeds, and had: known the new Birth, and could by 
the Holy Spirit call God Father , which things are 


all manifeſt in the Scriptures -of Truth, which none : 


can deny,, but thoſe that will deny the Scripture. 


Why then ſhould any Man queſtion, that the fame 
Works of Redemption, 1hould not now again be 


brought to paſs ? And therefore it is lawful to expett 


it without preſumption. This Argument being con»- 


futed by the.expericnce of the Saunts. . 


Thirdly, The Faith of God's Elect is but one inall' 


Ages; and that Faith has purified the Hearts of ma- 
ny in; former Ages, and has taught' them to walk 
with God. As for inſtance, Exoch walked with God 


ſeveral Hundreds of Years, Gez. 5. 21. and it would be 
a horrible thing to fay, that he walked with God,when 
he walked in $1n; as if God walked in a ſinful way ; for 
the Prophet ſaid, the Bloody-man, nor the worker of I- - 
niquity, .dwelks nor walks-not with the Lord. :- But 
Ezoch dwelled and walked with the Lord ,  and-gid 


not Iniquity ; for if he had, he ſhould not have. ob- 
tained, a Teſtimony , that: he pleaſed the - Lord ;-,for 


Sunners. and Evil-doers do not pleaſe him. By — h 
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1672 Nozh walked with God, and was a Preacher of Righ- 
wWYW'teouinels in the old World ; 2 Per. 2.5. Alſo Lot in 


Sodom; which they -could not have been, if they had 
been Sinners, except they had been ftuch Preachers, 


as the Preachers at this day ; but they were owned 


of God; though they were mocked of Men ; and it 
is faid of them, that they did inherit Righteouſneſs 
which they Preached. And of Lot it is faid, that 
his Soul as well as his Doctrine was Righteous. And 
by the ſame Faith, Job was kept in the Fear of God 
in the Land of Uzz ; Fob 1. 22. for that taught him 
to eſchew Evil, by which he obtained a Teſtimony 
of God, that he was Perfe&t and Upright, which no 


= Sinner is; and if he had not been free from Sin, it 


would have been falſe to ſay of him, that he eſchew- 
ed the Evil, and was perfe&t: And though his Trials 
were many, yet he ſinned not with his Lips, neither 
did he charge God fooliſhly. And in the end of all 
his Trials, God cleared him of having ſinned, wit- 
nefſing that he had found him Faithful, and received 
a Sacrifice from. his Hand, for thoſe zealous Profeſ- 
ſors that had ed him with- Sin , whom God 
had cleared. And-the ſame Faith cauſed 4braham: and 
Sarh to be Partakers of the Promife : And Abraham 
was a Friend of God , of which Chriſt faid, That 
none could be, but by fulfilling his Will ; and thoſe 
that do fo, are no Sinners. Andby this Faith, Moſes 
chuſfed rather to ſuffer Afliftion with the People of 
God, than to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin, Heb. 11. 25. 
So mark, He left Sin and the Pleaſures, apd then he 
muſt be without Sin, by which he obtained a Teſti- 
'mony that he was a Servant of God , which Sianers 
are 
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| = not. By Faith, David's Heart was made after 1672 
the Mind of God, and that is not finful, but free vv 


from it, for in him is no Darkneſs at all. By the 
ſame Faith the Prophets were choſen Veſſels of God, 
and were _ in their Teſtimony for God, till they 
eame to in that Teſtimony, that they were the 
Men and Servants of God, ' which they could not 
tave been, and withal Servants unto Sin. And the 
Scripture beareth Record of Zgchariah and Elizabeth 
his Wife, Lek. 1. 2. that they were both Righteous 
before God, not by an imagined Righteouſneſs, but in 
regard to their Converſation, walking in all the Com- 
mands and Statutes of the Lord unblameable :. But if 
they had been under the power of Sin, and not freed 
from it, they had been neither Unblameable nor Righ- 
teous ; but muſt at leaſt have tranſgreſſed: ſome of 
the Commands of the Lord, or elſe they could: not 
be Sinners. Alſo Nathaniel, in whom. there was no. -- 
Guile, Fohy r. 48. which could not have been, if he 
had been under the power of Sin. And: much more 
might- I write upon this Subject, to ſhew, how that 
many by this one Faith in all Ages, have been deli-. 
yered from Sin, and become the Children and'Servants 
"of God : And therefore, thoſe that are Partakers of 
this Faith in this Age, may hope and-expe&t; that the 
fame Work may be wrought in them ; and this is no 
Preſumption. And if theſe Sin-pleaders ſhould fay, 
that there- is none Partaker of this Faith now atthis. 
Day, and therefore- cannot be made froe-from- Sin,. 
they will exclade themſelves, which they will hardly 
dv, becauſe they would fain have a Name of being 
X Be> 
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"7672 ; Believers) though they, deny:the Works of the True 
4/7453 Faith in themſelves. 


Further, let us conſider what theſe ſtrong Pleaders 


for Sin have to Fortifie themſelves withal ; they ſay, 


they have the Scripture to plead withal far Sin, which 


"certainly was never the intention of the Holy Spirit, 
*by which it was given forth. Bur, (ſay they) It is 


written in 1 Kyngs 8.46. For theee is no Man that ſin= 
neth not. | 
Anſw. This is very true, neither do T plead, that 

any Man is free from Sin all the Hays of his Life, (ex- 
cept Chriſt,) but have confeſſed they are all Sinners 
by Nature, until they be changed; and beſides, there 
it is but ſpoken of a People that were under the Law, 
of which the Apoſtle ſays, that it made nothing Per- 
fect; but, faid he, the bringing in of a better Hope 
did : But the Law did not purifie the Comers there- 
unto, according to the Conſcience ; but 'when the Of- 
terers had offered, there remained an Evidence of Sin 
in the Conſcience; but what is that to the Chriſtians, 
who are come to know a better Hope, and the Blood 
that purifieth the Conſcience ? Por that ſame Apoſtle 
that ſaid, the Law made no Man Perfe&, ( under 
which Law Solomon was, as alſo that People-concern-+ 
ing whom it was ſaid, there is none that lives and fin- 
neth not,) notwithſtanding the ſame Apoſtle faid, that 
it was the bringing in of a better Hope' that did it. 
And what are hel Fighters for Sin, and Sin-pleaders 


become ſo Zealous, that they will rather deny' the 


. ®better” Hope, than: to ceaſe from” Sin'?*TF not; then 


there is a poſſibility to be made perfe& by the Bel 
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of Chriſt, which the Blood of Bulls and Goats could 1672 
not do. WI 


Another ObjeQtion is brought forth, that is, That 
the Apoſtle Paul ſaid, that Sin lived in him, and that the 
Good that he would do, he did not ; and the Evil that be 
would not do, that he did. 


Anſw, That Paul knew the paſſing through ſuch a 
State, is without queſtion, and is not denied ; but this 
does not prove at all,that he never knew no betterState; 
or that he never came to perfection : For in that place 
he makes mention of Three States. Firſt, How it was 
with him, when he lived without the Law of God in 
his Liberty to fight againſt the Truth; and he thought 
he might do many things againſt the Name of Jelus. 
Secondly, He. declares of his Convincement, and how 
it was with him then, when he knew he ſhould not 
do no more againſt the Truth ; and yet, not being 
wholly changed, he did things which he knew he 
ought not, by reaſon of Sin living and dwelling in 
him ; and that State he did not call Happy or Blelfed, 
(as theſe blind Profeſſors do at this day, that take 
up a Reſt in this State, and ſay, they can never be 
Redeemed out of it,) for he ſpeaking of ſuch a Con- 
dition, crys out for Deliverance, ) alla it a Miſe- 
rable. Condition ; which plainly ſheweti, that. his 
Eye was upon a further and better State, unto which 
he alſo beareth Witneſs ; laying, he was made free 
by the Law of the Spirit yt ite, both of the "we 
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x672 of Sin and of Death, in which time he was yet in the 
WWW Body. : 


Now what reaſon have theſe Pleaders for Sin to be- 
lieve, that Paal was inall.theſe Three Statesat once ? 
And if not, why not in the laſt * being the other Two 
are but foregoing States, leading to the Third ; ef- 
pecially conſidering the many other Teſtimonies 
which he gives of his being Perfect, and of thoſe 
that by his Miniſtry were brought to Perfection, fay- 
ing, concerning himſelf , Timothy and Syivanus, We 
can do nothing againſt the Truth. And in another Placc 
he teſtifies, 1 hat he has fought a good Fight , kept the 
Faith, and finiſhed 'his Courſe, Now, if it was Gniſh. 
ed, then there was no more to run,; and it the Fight 
was fought, then the Enemies were no more alive, 
as they were, when Sin lived and dwelled in him. A- 
pam he ſays in another Place, We Preach Wiſdom a- 
mong them that are Jp hh That is, after the expli- 
cation and ſenſe of theſe, Sin-pleaders ; we preach 
Wiſdom, atnong. norie, extept, amiong thoſe that are 
already departed out of this Wortd, and gone to Hea- 
ven. And again, As mary of you as are perfett, be jo 
minded : That is to fay , after their extlication: et 
none be thus minded,” before they, be Dead. Again 
at laſt, Dear Brethren be Perfedt, "aud of one Mind, &c. 
But ;this, they fay, cannot be in this Life. And again 
he ſays to the Holrews ; You are come to the Spirits of 
Fuſt Men made Perfett, and to God the Righteous Tudge 
of all,8&c,, But where wete theſe Hebrews? were the 
Yer alive, or were they . dead ? Tf Dead, How cane 

is Epiſtle to meet them ? But a wilful Blindneſs is 

come 
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come over many of theſe Servants and Miniſters, of 1672 
Darkneſs, and they have Rebellious Hearts aunt WWW 


the Light, that dilcovers their Sin, and would lead 
them our of it. 

But becauſe they have more love to Sin than to the 
Light; therefore they ſeek to cover themſelves fo 
much : But the Day is come that has diſcovered them, 
and their deceitful Coverings will not longer cover 


them, 


Another Pleading is of that which is ſpoken by the 
Apoſtle 1 John 1. 8. If we ſay we have no Sin, we deceive 


Our ſelves, and the Truth is not in us. 


Out of which Words, every Miſerable and Pittiful 
Soldier of this great Prince of Darkneſs thinks he 
may arm himſclf ſufficiently to fight againſt that 
which would deliver them, and make them free : But 
if this Scripture were ſen and read with that Spirit 
by which, and in which it was written; - then it 
would. appcar , that this Joh» was not fuch a great 
Friend. to Sin and the Devil, ( who is a Father of 
Lies,) as. they would have him tobe: Far in the 
ſame. Chapter he. had ſhewed before, into what ſtate 
fhicy- muſt come , before they can come to have fel- 
lowſhip with God, viz. To walk in the Light, as Chriſt 
was in the Light: And thoſe that faid, F; had PFel- 
towſhip with God and Chriſt, ( as. the Prieſts and 
Profe(ſors dg. at this Day) and did not. come to at- 

10 unto that ſtate, to walk in the Light / but in» 
BT heres” walked in Darkneſs ; ſuch, ſaid he, 
were Lyars, and did not the Truth. | 
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I 672 Id ow” he taid', His Fellowſhip was With) the oo! 


"and with the Son which or 'iot be; if He 
ay ers in Darkneſs, or was a Sinner, or thithe 
-yu not walked in the Li ht, as Chriſt wasS'in'the 
ht, for. then he would ve made himſelf aLya 

Ty had beeh © a 'Sinnet, when he ſaid, That he ad 
Fellly Tp yi with God and Chrift, © w 

- And thetefore it'ought to be'well' obſerved, thit 
John ſpeaks there of a fort of Men that were riot 
yet brought to confeſs their Sins ; and if ſuch came 
to that Conceitand Pride, as to fay they had no Sins 
to confeſs, and fo exalted themſeves above the Wit- 
neſs. of God that 'reproved them, then ſuch deceived 
themſelves. But if theſe that are ſo ſinful, come'to 
own'that which brings them' to a Confeſſion'of 'their 
Sins, then God is faithful to forgive ſuch their Sins, 
and to cleanſe them from all Iniquity. Now, when 
this is done, to wit, when the Creature has confeſſed 
his Sin, and God has forgiven it, and cleanſed him, 
what muſt then that Man fay * 7? Muft he then fay, 
that he has his Sin ſtill, when he has it not ?*Muſt : 
ſay, that he is Filthy. and Defiled, when he is Clean-' 
ſed from! all that?” This would be 'a Lye; 'and if 'he 
ſhould be Cleanſed from all Sin, he mult certainly be 
Cleanfed from Lies; and if it was his Duty to con- 
fels the Work of the Devil, when it was ſtanding 
in oy which were his Sins, may not he now bein 
Cleaaſ ed, confeſs God's Work that has Cleanſed him, 

be ed Ueariſed by him freely 7” Muſt he' therefore 


dut_ of for” 2 Dekiiver! d Heretick? 'Whyg- 

n&'that cantiot ſee, 'thit it 1S”as' {ervitdable 

as needful, and as lawful fot a'Man that lids kndwn 
the 
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the-Power, of, God. to cleanſe him, to;confels thet, ar 
to bear, a_Jeſtimony to that Work, as it. Per 
and lawful, when the Devi”s Work is manifeſted 
in him, to, confeſs that, and to bear a Teſtimony a» 
gainſt PE: | | 

Yet; faith Jeb» to thoſe that were thus waſhed, 
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we ſay that we have not Sinned, me make God a Lyar., t | 


is as. much as if, he would fay, 'That even-thoſe thas 
are. Saved , mult confeſs to the Power of, God ;, by 
which they have been judged for Sin; and not to 
exalt themſelves above it, as if they. had never Sin- 
ned, ſeeing that the Witneſs of God teſtifieth in all, 
that they have ſinned, and come ſhort of the Glory 
of Gog.. So that now the Underſtanding Reader may 
ſee,. that John; hath not written here of- an Impoſſibt= 
lity of -bezng delivered from Sin, but abſolutely. the 
contrary ; namely , 'That thoſe- that cannot ſay that 
they are, without Sin, may come, by confeſling their 
Sins, to be Cleanſed and made Free from it; yea, 
from all that which is Unrighteous. - Yet ſome will 
ſay, that the Apoſtle in that Place uſeth the Word 
We ,..as uf, he included ;hignſelf ; as if he would 
fay. at-that, time; 1f I ſoould. ſay, that I had no Sin, 
&C, | 


Anſw, This is no proof at all, becauſe the contra- 
ry is. proved before, to wit, That he had Fellowſhip 
with God and Chriſt ; which no Man could have, that. 


walked.,not, in, the Light; as, he is in the Links: and .,; 


luck may «36 
proye; James ;to 
the Tongue we ble{s God, and with it we curſe Men that 


are 


ell; bythe ſamecmanner gf oak Eg ” 
be; a, Curſer ;, whereas he faid,. H{:t 
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1672 are made after the Image of God, And many more ſuch 
&©TY Inſtances might be OUT forth of the Lamentations 


and Complaints of the Prophets, concerning the Houſe 
of Iſrael, which is tranflated fo, in that manner of 
Speaking ; which does not prove at all, that the Pro- 
phets were guilty of ſuch Sin and Rebellion, of which 
they complained, Neh. 9. 37, &c. But how zealous 
2re theſe Pleaders for Sin, -to find out Words which 
they think, do ferve for the upholding of the King- 
dom of their Maſter , when there is not one Word 
that properly belongs, or was written to their Pur- 
poſe, except that part of it, which the Devil and 
his Servants,their Predeceſſors have ſpoken or written, 
and that indeed may ſerve them ? as I once heard a 
Prieſt, that was exhorting of the People: to imploy 
their Time and Ability to gather Knowledge , -con- 
firming his Exhortation with the Scripture, (v:z.) 
_ 5. You ſhall be as Gods, knowing Good and E« 
vil. 

And another , a Menift Preacher in North-Holland, 
whilſt he was warning the People to take heed of 
being deceived, he exhorted them to imitate the deaf 
Adders, Pſal, 58. 4. And fo to flop their i Ears: againſf 
the Voice of the Charmers, that charm never ſowiſely..S0 
the one hath his Proof from the Aaaders, and the 0- 
F do from the Devil. Such Scripture-Places as theſe, 
I do confeſs, that theſe Pleaders for Sin m 
find to ſtrengthen their Arguments ; but that whic 
was written by the motion of © the Holy-' Spizit of 


God, '184'perfect Teſtimony againft themall ; againſt 
their Work, andagainſ{ttheir'Prince, 0.3 THSATE 
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So having anſwered their chiefeſt ObxQtions, which 1672 
they draw out of the Scripture ; by which they en=- WW 
deavour to prove, That none can be free from Sin in 
this Life, contrary to Rom. 6, 22. I make haſte to the 
Third great Argument of the(eCaptives, which-they 
hy down againft their own Freedom. | 


Thirdly, That is, That it is the Will of God, to let 
ome Sins remain in the beſt of his People , to keep them 
humble thereby. 


Anſw. Tf it be the Will of God, that his beſt Ser- 
vants ſhould Sin, then his Will 1s done when they 
Sin. And what Reaſon have any Men to be humbled 
and caſt down, becauſe they have done the Will of 
God ? but rather to rejoyce and be glad that the Will 
of God is done, and that their Will is conformable 
to the Will of God, that the Will of both can be 
done together, This is a very eafie way to the Joy 
of the Lord, if this brings to that Sentence , Well 
done good and Faithful Servant, &c. But wo untothoſe 
that are-given =_ believe this Lye. 

Again, Let the Underſtanding Reader, (T mean 
thoſe that are weary with their Sins, and are wil- 
ling to be freed) conſider, (for as concerning the o- 
ther, they are my Oppolers,) How can God proper- 

be called Almighty? And how can the: Work of 

Converſton of Souls properly be callPd His, if he 
3s necefitated| to borrow ſomething from the: Devil 
ito keep his Chiddren Humble withal ?: Certamly. we 
muſt conchude, That'if- God:had a better way toido 
it, that he would do.it in the beſt, and not in the worſt 


way, 
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way, viz, By Sin; which 1s ſo very contrary to his 
ature. 

But let but theſe Sin-Pleaders ſuppoſe, That if God 
ſhould ſtretch forth his Power fo far in Man, that it 
ſhould deſtroy all the Works of the Devil, and caft 
out Sin ; and cauſe his Soul to take as great delight 
and joy in well-doing, as ever it had in Sin; and 
ſhould plant Humility as naturally in the Soul, as the 
Devil has planted Pride in it. 

Now the Queſtion is, Whether this Power that works 
this Change, be not as able to keep the Creature in this 
Condition, as to bring him to it, without any help of the 
Devil, or his Work! But they will fay, To nk 4 


thing that is impoſſible, is either againſt Reaſon or Pre- 


ſamption. 


an{wer, All things are poſſible with God, _ 
to Lye; and as concerning this, it is not only poſſible, 
but the contrary is impoſſible, becauſe God hath fo 
often promiſed it, to make a perfe&t Work, and to 
finiſh his Work in all them that truft in him : And 
for this end is Chriſt Jeſus come, That he might deſtroy 
the Devil and his Works, And in the Parable he faith, 
When he comes that is Stronger, he ſhall bind the Strong 
Man, and ſpoil his Goods, and caſt him out, This ſeems 
as if Chriſt who is the Stronger, had no need of the 
Devil, or his Goodseither, to keep his People humble 
thereby : But the Apoſtle ſaid, that they were kept by the 
Faith, through the power of God unto Salvation. Fx- 
cept you will ſay, as the Prieſts in Scotland ſay, Car- 
ſed is he that ſays, Faith is without Sin; and let all t 

People ſay, Amen. Then the Words of the Apoftle 
mult be read thus; You are kept by a Faith, which 
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they have done: Bur being you profeſs, That Faith 
is the Gift of God , we may w ay it is able to 
cleanſe the Heart, and to give Victory over the 
World, and alfo 'over the Devil and Sin, and then 


there 15 no need of Sin to keep us humble. For if 


"ted Reſt, ) . ſuch are look'd 
thei Reſt, and Breakers of 


. 


= 


Humility was a Fruit of Sin, it would not be fo ac- 
ceptable to God as it is ; for the Prophet fays, He 
giveth his Grace to the Humble , and awelleth with ſuch 
that are'of a Contrite and Broken Heart, 

Again, if a few Sins, yea, though they be but a 
Remnant can keep Men Humble, then a great deal of 
Sin muſt needs make a Man more Humble : So then 
let us plentifully Sin , that we may plentifully be 
Humble. But God forbid, that ſuch Do&trine or 
ſuch Teachers ſhould go unreproved ; for they have 
exalted the Work of the Devil, beyond the Work 
'of God: And it is, becauſe ſuch Teachers have been 
<ountenanc'd, that the People have been led into fo 
"much Blindneſs, Ignorance, and Hardneſs of Heart, 
and that People have wholly loſt the Hope and Ex- 
pettation of a Day of Deliverance; and have taken 
up a Reſt in a Sintul and Slaviſh State. 

And now, if any come to Preach the Goſpel, which 
brings Deliverance and Freedom to the Soul, their 
Souls being in a Reſt already, (though a Falſe Polſu- 

upon as. Diſturbers of 
their Peace, and fuch 
e Prophet, Micah, n 


kke ;, EVEN A$ 18, Was, With t 
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is mixed with Sin, it the Power” of God unto'Sal- 167 
vation. But if you will have it fo, ſpeak it out, as SWW 
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| | r672/ this is not , your Reſt, becauſe it is pollated\ it ſball "des. 
Wl UV fro or, even with a ſore Deſtruttion. ' 
if But Bleſſed be the Lord God of Heaven and Earth 
for ever, for he hath brought forth his Day of Sal-. 
, yation, which many have long*d after, and*arelongs-. 
ing, and are in travail that they might comeito know 
| it,. to whom a Sinful ſtate is no Reſting-phce' butt 
| is unto them as a Strange Land; in which they/can- 
| not. ſing the Songs of So, but ſtill have Feraſaleme 
in their remembrance, which is Free-born from a--. 
| bove,. longing after the Day of Gathering, that. the 
| | Lamb (and'not the Changeable Prieſts and. Teachers) 
| 


may be their Light and' Leader. Unto ſuch Tay 
and teſtifie in the Name of the Lord God'of : Hea- 
ven, lift up- your Heads, for. the Day of your :Re-. 
demption draweth nigh, and Deliverance ſhall come 
| ont- of Sox, the City of our Solemnity, 1/e. 33.20. 
| And a mighty Voice Lat be ſounded forth from the Ho- 
| ly Mountain, from the Lord of Hoſts, and thoſe that hear 
7 (ball live, and the dead Bones in the Valleys ſhall be en«. 
| Hiver'd, and the joy of that Day ſhall be greater than" the 


. 


Joy of the Hareſt. | Is. 
. Now; how and jn what manner theſe things:will 
l be brought to paſs, 1s a great Diſpute among-many, 
| that are yet- ſeeking in the carnal Wiſdom to con- 
ceive.and comprehend Spiritual things, 'and fo they 
.come. to be ſcatter*'d and divided” in- their/Imagina- - 

| Tos a Sieve: in me rn rr ro 
-are-become willing to fit down in" Quiettiels;" it/the 
Laght:ok, Che Fu ,. that Et ove mg- 
out of the Mind, they come to feel the” prire Bear - 

| God 
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God. to be planted in their Hearts; ſo that they dare 1672 
not think their own 'Thoughts, nor ſpeak their own WWW 
Words. -; And, heres the beginning of the true Wik 
dom, by, which Wiſdom it is given unto them, to un- 
der thoſe things which they could not find out in 
all: the:time. of -their Trayail and Pains in the falleg 
And whiltb they were hearkening after the different 
Voices of Men; they never could have a Certainty ; 
but now hearing him by whom God ſpeaketh, who 
is manifeſt within them, whom their Ear is incli> 
ned unto within; _y come to know certainly that 
which they know , through the Teſtimony of the 
Holy: Spirit, who alone is able to reveal (unto thoſe 
that fear him). the. Myſteries of God's Kingdom ; and 
he ſhuts them-up from the Wiſe and Prudent of this 
World. Lo 3 
.- And:therefore you that deſire to have an Under» 
ing of theſe things, come down from your high- 
builded. Towers of Knowledge and Comprehenſion, 
\ and fit down in that pure Light, that brings a Death 
upon the Earthly Wiſdom, and become as Fools, that 
you-:may be Waſe.; and that Wiſdom that is fo re» 
icerved;: ſhall lead to know the Number of the Beaſt, 
which: the whole World, with all their Academical 
Wiſdom, and all the Sets, with their Inventions, are 
| unto at this Day, and are carrying about 
with them his Name, and the number of it, or his 
» Mark, by, which they are accepted among Men,-and 
2:yet.do-nat, know. what it is: But when they come 
to:he Wiſe enough. to know it, and Honeſt enough 
to forſake it, then they __ ſee, that the P—_— | 
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1672. of this World. comes to be broken, -and'tthe Entity 


. 


to-work againſt the: ny Seed-; and the Seed comes 
toariſe and bruiſe the Head of the Eninity, and to. 
nail it faſt to a Croſs till it: dye, andithen- comes 
Freedom, then there is War no more,- then there is 
Peace on Earth , and.nothing but Good-will towards 
all Met, yea, to Enemies : 'T hen Anguiſh and Sorrow 
flicth away, and':the- perfeQ- Love of: God caſts: out 
Fear, and there is Death no more; but that which is 
overcome by Immortality. Bleſſed and Happy are all 
they that come to. know that ſtate, and bleſſed are 
they that believe and wait to enjoy it; and bleſſed is 
that Hope which leads thereunto. 

Now , as concerning the Chiefeſt Matter -of: this 
Treatiſe, (to wit,) Concerning the Reign of the Devil 
among Men, there is yet one thing worthy to be cons 
ſidered, of which there is made mention 1n the Scrip- 
tures of Truth, is which it appears, That in 'the be- 
ginning and ſetting up- of the Reign-of Chriſt, and 
that the Everlaſting Goſpel- was Preached, and that 
many Thouſands. had:helieved and obeyed.- ir, {o that 
= came to be Witneſſes of the Kingdom of Chrift ; 
and that theDevil was-caſt out, diſ-throned; and: put 
under their Feet ; and ſome were made Priefts and 
Kings to God. I fay, after all theſe things aforeſaid, 
there came an Apoſtacy from-the Faith, by which all 
theſe things afore-mentioned were brought forth ; and 
of that Apoſtacy Pau! propheſiedito the Theſſalonians: 
And John, by the Spirit ſaw , how: that the. Devil 
ſhould get. a. great Dominion. over:/Meny/1by many 
changeable means and ways executing his Power, ias 
a. Dragon; thenas a ſtrange Beaſt with Seven Heads, and 


Ten.” 


—_— — TS - 


—_— 


293 


Tew'Horns ;-at another time, a5 a little; Beaſt with Two | 
Hoerns; then with.an- Image; and then-withr a Whore, WV 


&e. And that the-Almighty God has. ſet and appoeint- 
ed- atime,/ 2 certain time , to this. dreadful, dark , 
changeable Government, and has given John to know 
that-it ſhould'laft and continue but One Thouſand, Two 
Hunarediand Threeſcore Days or Years. And this-is a 
ſet: time, and hath irs beginning, and its ending ; but 
the Kingdom of Chrift;- and alſo his, Prieſthood, are 
both after the Power of- an. endleſs Life: 


Now, ſecing that: this laft Power which the Devil 


has gotten, is but to continue his appointed time, why 
ſhould any be his Friend ſo far, as to fay, that it 
muſt continue always, and that it muſt never come 
to an end; and that People no ways. can. get Free- 
dom: from: under his . Fyrannicalt Power.? Certainly 
theſe Men that plead ſo ſtrongly for his: continual 
. Reign and Power, have more Reaſon and Underſtand- 
ing than they uſe. As for inſtance, Suppoſe that one 
had- hired a. Houſe or Farm af another for ſeveral 


Years, and the- Years being come toan end, that Man . 


to whom that: Houſe or Farm belongeth, has a De- 
fireto live: in/1t- himfelf: And the Inn»dweller not 
being walling, and. they both ſhould come. torone.of 
theſe Si-pleaders,_ to hear- his: Judgment and';Deter- 
mination, I: believe they would ſoon {ay to. the In- 
dweller, Thou muſt depart; the: ether is the Land- 
lord; and thou haft. had thy full time, and- he now 
deſirmg, to:have his. Houte, he muſt have it : And 
eſpecaally if the In<dweller was come into the Houſe, 
as ziT thief in a Dark Night, and had kept it ,by Vao- 

lence; and had brought no Profit.to, the Landlord 1 
| all.. 
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iba, alt. ' And this is" rhe: Cauſe between Goll 


and this Prince of 5; fort he has poſſeſſed the 
Tres of Gol; re \ruſed dverit5 not to the 
che the Lord; but to his Difadvantage and 
Diſhoadur* And 'yet theſe Men will-not dv fo much 
right to God , as they will do'to their' Neighbout. 
it. on the « contrary, they ſay, That this Uſurper'or 
Thieh, that has oft away the Hearts of: Menfrom 
their Creator, muſter there as long as thete-is d Min 
upon the Farth, and not'any Man-Redeemed:: Oh! 
bluſh "for ſhame,” ye Hypocrites' Can you- make a 
Uifference between Good and Evil among Men, anil 
will you not judge for God ? Come, take your Books 
into your Hands, and read the number of + the Years, 
- -it is called 1260 Days; reckon after the reckoning 
-of the- Ancients, 3o Days to a Morith, and ſee whie- 
'ther that does not make out 42: Months and fee 
- whether! 42/ Months does not: make/a' Firne, Times, 
and 'half a"Time-.; and fee what are ordered/to 
be in thoſe different Times; and fee whether. you 
can find out the begin | of thoſe * Tins that fo 
u may .find'the end: : For'all thoſe that 
Tas their "Confidence ' in HR Number: ofthe: Year 
"1666, 'are'tiow confounded; aſhamed, 'aridtheir Hope 
-55 Fruftrated,- And! now ir is high time 'to-wairupon 
the' Lord, "to pet an Und ding and Knowledge 
which rhakes not Tie affterned. 
Wo the firſt thin —- be conſidered, to the 
'of this thing is; Thar the firſt appearance o of this 
1-Child, that was born it Heaven' by 'a Woman, 
that' was cloathed' with the” Sim, ' and had her” Feet 
upon the Moon, 'atid Was Crowned with the ie 
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Tho firſt, fay, that appeared. againlt this Child, was a 1672 
great:Red Dragon :: Mark, this was no Seofieure under www 


the Devil, but was the Devil himfelf ;. though he ap- 
ed.in Heaven, as you. may ſee Rev, 12, 13. and 
e it; 1$ that. has given Power to all thoſe that have 
Perſecutedthis, Woman, or.her Seed ; but as long as 
he was'in Heaven, he was.:no perfect Perlecutor,; 
there. he had no Power, but only to be an Acculet- 
the Brethren, and therein he buſied himſelf. Night 
and Day.. But by this it is evident, that there was 
a Power over him,. to which he accuſed. them,,, and 
ſo long. they could not ſing; But when' he. was caſt 
out; wath his'Angels, then they ſung :. Now #s Satva-. 
tion | come, aud Power, and the Kingdom of our God, and 
the, Power -of . his Chriſt ; for the Accuſer of our Brethren 
that accuſed them Day and Night before our God, js caſt 
down, &c. | 
But then wo- unto them that dwell on ; Earth , 
where the. Devil got his Power, that is in the Earth- 


1y Ground ; there he: Rules with great Wrath, An- 
ger 'and., Fury, .and Indignation, Perlecuting the -Wo- 
.,manz.and/the leaſt appearance. of her Seed ; and 'be-- 


cauſe he'cannot do harm: enough of himſelf, . he goes 
and, makes him a, S»b/tztute, to. wit, a Beaſt with Se- 


. ven Heads, and Ten Horns, ._ Mark,.juſt the Number 
. of: his. own, Heads;and Horgs,: only he- came gut; of 


the Pit, and this out of the Sea on Waters, of which 


Waters, yousmap,reed.in Rev. 11 5447-.1T hat they are 


” 


counted, worthy to have . his; per 
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ofthem came, ths; ſtrange. Rea/t, which the Devil. 

=— fett Power, Bows 
he knew that: he:xwould:,do; his .Work for him to 
| purpole ; 
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1672 purpoſe ; and he-received his Power for the ſpace of 
GY Forty Two Months: And his Firſt Work was to Pers- 


fecute- the Saints. Secondly, To ſet up the Worſhip 
of the Devil. Thirdly, To bring the dread of this 
Seven-Headed Beaſt over the whole Earth. Fourth- 
ly, to Blafpheme the Name of God and his Taber- 
nacle,-and them'that dwell therein, And Fitthly, Fo 
make People believe, that there 15 ne overcomung of 
his Power. -And theſe Works are ſpread, and car- 
ried on by Three Unckan Spirits, which came forth 
out of the Mouth of the Dragon, Beaſt, aud. Falje Pro- 
phet, over all K jndreds, Nations, Tongues and People, 
and there was none able to reſiſt them, except thoſe whoſe 
Names were written in the-Book of rhe Life of . the. J,qmb. 
And as concerning them, becauſe they' would. not 
receive the Mark of the Beaſt in their Forehead, or Right 
-Hana, they muſt be Baniſhed, and muſt not have li- 
- berty ' to Buy or Sell; and thoſe that would Worſhip 
nothing but a Living Subſtance, and not-an Image, 
'though it was alive, thoſe muſt be: Killed ; and-when 
that fort was all Killed and Baniſhed, and che whole 
World: being brought., ſomerimes-to Worſhip: the 
Dragon, ſometimes to Worſhip the Beeſ#5ithat had (0 
"many Heads and Horns as the Dragon himſelf; and 
then to Worſhip a little Beaſt with T'wo Hors, that 
came out of the Earth; and then, to Worfhip the 1I- 
mage of the old ſeven Headed: Beaſi:: When I 1ay, 
that all things upon -the whole Earth were thus, dil- 
poſed, then.was: it: as the Devil wouldhave: at 3. for 
now had every one ſubjeted hunſfelf. unto hisPower, 
and received that Name or Mark , or the Number 
-of the Subſtitute, and aUmired :his great Power ; yr 
ct 
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ſet him up as the chiefe{t among Men, whom none 1672 
could overcome, except ſome few, that had the Word Tv. 


of God it ſelf, (for the other had the Scripture) and 
durſt ſeal their Teſtimony againſt the Drago» and 
Falſe Prophet with their Blood ; and becauſe theſe 
were but a few, and were ſoon killed, they being 
dead, there was a Joyful and World ; the 
Devil was well pleaſed, and they did fend their Gifts 
to one another abundantly ; em thoſe that had been 
moſt buſie, and ſerviceable to kill the Witneſſes (that 
dared to ſpeak of another Kingdom or Dominion, be- 
' ſides that of the Dragon and Beaſt) they had the great- 
eſt Gifts. And in thoſe Days there was no Prophe- 
fying, but in Sack-cloth , and that did not continue 
long neither, but the Prophets were killed, and be- 
ing dead , their dead - Bodies were kept above the 
Earth, and were more eſteemed of than their Living 
Teſtimony was, for that plagued all the Worſhippers 
of the Beaſt. 

So in ſuch a time have the Nations been ſo long, 
that they are ſo us'd to the Power and Reign of the 
Devil, that they plead for it, as if he had an un- 
doubted Right thereto. And if the Devil might ſpeak 
himſelf, he would not deſire of the World to rule 
any _ than the World alloweth him ; and they 
have forgot that it is but to continue Forty Two 


Months , whilſt the Man-child was caught up unto 
God, and whilſt his Mother was in the Wilderneſs ; 
and alfo, that it was tobe expected, that both ſhould 


appear again in their appointed time, , 
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1672 But whilſt it was thus with the World, (viz,) 
WY WV That the true Church was not to be found upon Earth, 
bat was fled away, as upon Eagle's Wings, and that be, 
that ought to rule over all, was caught up into Heaven ; 
and that the Devil was in his place, the old Serpent rulin 
and giving his Power to whom he pleaſed, to a great Beaſs 
or little Beaſt, or to aWhore, or to any thing like him, 
And whilft Great and Small, High and Low, Bond 

and Free, did wonder at his Power, and were read 
to worſhip any one that had his Power : Let thoſe 
whoſe Eyes are open, but conſider m what a lamen- 
table ſtate the Miſerable World then was, and whe- 
ther that Abomination that made the World deſolate 
of God and all good Order , was not then ſet up in 
the Holy. Place, where it ought not. And was the 
World without a Religion , or without a Profeſſion 
of God and Chriſt in thoſe Days? No : they. bore 
a Profeffion of Chriſt that is unchangeable, in all their 
changeable ways; and this was a time of Gladneſs 
to many. And they had many forts of Religions , 
and when they came to be weary with one, the De- 
vil furniſhed them with another. And when they 
had been exerciſed a long, time in the aforeſaid Wor- 
1thips of the Dragon, the Seven-headed Beaſt, the 
little Beaſt, and of the Living Image, then there 
came forth yet a deeper Myſtery of Iniquity than 
before, the Mother of atl thefe Abominations ; ſhe 
ſhewed her ſelf not as a Deſpiſed Whore, but: as a 
Queen deck*d with Scarlet , Purple, and Precious 
Stones ; and that very Beaſt , which none could 0- 
vercome, but the whole World had wondered after 
it, 


_— 
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it, he himſelf muſt be under her Command, and muſt 1672 
carry her up and down upon the Waters, which are WV'V 


Peoples, Lands, Tongues and Languages. And this 
Whore hath another Deſign upon the poor blind 
World, (Mark) She comes with a Preparation tomake 
all Drunk, that they might not make uſe of their 
Senſes, to bethink themſelves where they were; and 
that they might not have any Suſpition againſt any 
thing, ſhe furniſhes her ſelf with a Golden Cup, which 
there was none that had any thing againſt it, but e- 
very one could well receive it; and this was but to 
«deceive them ; for any Potſherd of the Dunghil had 
been good enough , (yea, a Hog's Trough had becn 
too good) to drink that out of which ſhe had to give 
them. But ſhe muſt give her drink to Kings and 
Princes, and Nobles and Captains, and Merchants, 
and to all forts of Men : So ſhe proffered them her 
Cup, and they have all drank : But what have they 
drank? Her Whoredoms , Fornications, and all A- 
bominations of the Earth, How much ? Till they 
were Drunk, What did they then ? They commir- 
ted: Fornication with her ; they were drunk of A- 
bominations, and the Whore was drunk of the Blood 
of 'the 'Saints and Witneſſes of Jeſus; and yet the 
Name of Jeſus was ſtill profeſſed upon Earth ; that 
was not-Perſecuted ; but thoſe were Perſccuted, that 
witaefſed: Jeſus himſelf that takes away Sin, ſuch 
were perſecuted : For ſhe being the Mother of Whorcs, 
and having nothing to proffer to her Cuſtomers but 
Abominatrons, ſhe could not endure to hear, that Sin 
whidt” is in Abomination 'to the Lord, ſhould be ta- 
ken away,and that Men ſhould Ive without S:n,and be 

Pp 2 perfect : 
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72 iperfeRt t For if ſo, -then ſhe muſt be Childleſs, and 
&Y Vas a Widow, and: mult loſe.her high place on the top 


of tlie Beaſt ,'and then they would not be ſo drunk 
of her Cup, and that would not tend to her advan- 
tage;\therefore if op came to be Witneſſes of Jeſus 
himſelf; ſhe' drank the Blood of ſuch ;, but if they 
would be content- to drink. her Cup, and ſo would 
pleaſe themſelves with good and precious Words, and 
in the mean time drink in her Abominations, then 
they might live and flouriſh as long as ſhe flouriſh- 


But alas! what do you think, that read with Un- 
derſtanding, was the ſtate of the World in thoſe 
Days? Was it not high time that Plagues, Indigna- 
tion and Vengeance ſhould be poured out upon this 
Bloody Whore, and upon the Seat of the Beaſt upon 
which ſhe did ride, and upon the whole Earth, which 
had committed Fornication with her ? Is it. not high 
time that the Carpenters ſhould come, Zgch. r. 20. 
to cut off theſe Horns? For at that time the Power 
of Darkneſs was ſpread over all, and the will of the 
Devil was done, and - his One 'Fhouſand 'Two Hun- 
dred and Sixty Years, were proſperous to. his King- 
dom, and he did what he pleaſed. And if any {po c 
againſt him, and againſt his Kingdom, he would bave 
them kilPd, and then his Whore would drink the 
Blood of fuch ; and there was none left, neither great 
nor ſmall; neither bond nor free, lugh or low, neither 
young nor old, but they had ſubmitted: themſelves all 
of them, and ſaid; Who is like him ? None. are. able to 
#wercome hins : It is impoſſible to be made free from _ 

is 


Bozders of *Sypſvſtudigype. / 


——_— 


301 


his power': He muſt reign as long' as we live : It is po 


1672 


ſible for us, (cry they): to overcome Princes; Kingaoms 'S NO 


and Armies ; 'and therefore we go out and fieht valiaatly, 
and may times we get Vittory , and become Conquerors, 
but to overcome Sin, which the Devil has ſet up in us, that 
is impoſſible, and Ss it it in' vain totrouble our ſelves 
about it, and we will not do anything toncerning' it, ſee- 
ing we have drank in a Faith , that it is impoſſible to 
perform or accompliſh it. 

And thus has the whole World been bewitched, in 
the time when the Devil reigned. And will he and 
his Servants make us believe, that it muſt continue fo 
always? Though never any other time was given 
him, but fach as was limited; and in the end of that 


time we underſtand there is a great Alteration to come - 


to paſs; to wit, That the Church, the true Woman, muſt 
come out of the Wilderneſs again ; the Man-Child muſt 
come down again, and appear upon Earth , and rule the 
Nations with a Rod of Iron, and the Whore muſt be judg- 
ed ; that Sorrow Death and Famine muſt come «pon her 
in one Day; and that Ten Kjnes con agree together, 
to burn her Fleſh with Fire ; an that the Smoak of her 
Torments ſhould aſcend to Heaven ; and then muſt the 
Dragon, the Beaſt , and falſe Prophet, that had ſtill 
preached Peace, though it was ſo, as aboveſaid, they muſt 
all be taken , whilſt they are yet alive in this Work and 
in their Power, and be caſt into the Lake of the Wrath 
of God, which burneth for ever \, and'theſe Princes, and 
Captdins, and Merthants, and Inhabitants of .the Earth, 
muſt howl and lament becauſe of this great Alteration. 


And 
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1672 . And therefore, ſeeing that ſuch a time 1s lawful- 
WYYN ly to be; expected, in which the Devil, the Old Ser- 
pent, may be thruſt out of his Dominion ; and that 
then the time of Joy and Rejoycing will be for the 
Upright, it is worth the {pending of our Labour and 
Time, to find out that time, that ſo it may not come 
over -us, and we ſee it not, nor know 1t not, and fo 
let it paſs by, as the Jews did, and fo doting and wait- 
ing for it, as a thing which is yet to come, as they do 
at this day; when almoſt Two Thouſand Years are 

paſt, ſince the thing is come to pals. 

Now, you know the Jews had a Prophet, which 
told them the time when the Me/#ah ſhould come, a» 
forehand, to wit, Daziel, as you may ſee, Day.9.24, &c. 
where he told them, That it was Seventy Weeks 
that were determined upon the People, and upon the 
City, and that the Holy One ſhould be Anointed. 
Now, this was not ſuch a great Myſtery to them; 
they knew it was common to reckon a Day for a 
Year among the Prophets; fo that that time was 
but Four Hundred Fourſcore and Ten Years that 
the Viſions ſhould be Seal'd , and the daily Sacrifice 
taken away, the City be made Delolate, and the A- 
nointing of the Holy One, and the M4#4h be {lain 
for the Sins of the People. And ſince the time that 
the Command was gone forth to build Jeruſalem a- 

in, in which time the Seventy Weeks had their 

inning, it is above T'wo Thouſand Years; agoe; 
the City 1s ſince builded again, and alfo made again 
Deſolate, and the daily :Sacrifice, taken away , and 
the Prince 'of the People that then came, (viz. Titus 
Veſpaſianus the Roman, has deſtroy'd the Sanctuary, 


and 
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and the Deſtrution of it, was with an overflowing 1672 
to the end of the War ; and yet all theſe things can- WW 


not convince them, not make them believe that the 
Mcſſiah is come, or that it was he whom their Fore- 
fathers have killed as a Blaſphemer. 

Now, that we, after ſuch clear Propheſies of the 
ſetting up of the Kingdom of Chriſt, and difthro- 
ning of the Devil, Sin and Antichriſt, ſhould not 
come to be ſurprized with the ſame Blindneſs and 
Hardneſs of Heart ; let us have a ſtrict Obſervation 
of the Times, that we may not fight againſt the 
appearance of Truth, and put it far away from us, and 
fay, the Days are not come yet, in which the pour- 
ing out of the Spirit can be witneſſed; and that the 
Knowledge of God muſt cover the Earth, as the 
Waters cover the Sea ; and that the Goſpel muſt be 
Preached again unto thoſe that dwell upon the Earth, 
and that the Lamb and his Saints, muſt have the 
Victory over the Dragon and his Angels. For, ſuch 
as put the Day fo far from them, are in one and 
the ſame Error with the Fews , and do not under- 
ſtand the Times better than they do; and fo are 

ſeruting the true appeatatice of that which the 
he to expett, and to pray for (as the Jews did) be- 
cauſe it does not appear in their way, to anſwer their 
Carnal expectations, that deſpiſe the day of ſmall 
things : But from ſuch are the Myſteries of the King- 
_ ſhut up, and are tevealed unto thoſe that far the 
Lord, | 

Now to underſtand theſe things, let every one 
come to read the Proplieſies iti a meafure of that Spi- 
rit, by which" they were given "_ and that ſame 

Opens - 
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1672 opens the Prophecies, and withour it every one under- 
WV ſtands only. according. to his own Fancy or private 
Judgment. 'I he Apottle ſaid , There ſhould come'an 
Apoſtacy from the Faith ; that is, from the true Chri- 
ſtan Faith. Now, when was that? And who are 
they, that arethus Apoſtariz*d, or fallen away ? Ask 
the: Pope , . and; the whole Roman-<atholick-Chanth , 
and they will tell you, "That the Prophejie points at 
Martin Luther, Zyginglius, OEcolampadits, Calvinus, 
Menno Simonis., and other Hereticks, that have rent 
many Nations from -the true Apoſtolick Faith, and 
the antient Chriſtian Church, the infallible Founda- 

tion and Pillar of 'Truth, &c. | 
Ask the Biſhops of England, and the Presbyters in 
Scotland, the Pfarherren or Paſtors in Denmark or Swede- 
land, and Predicants in the Low-Countries, and they will 
tell you, That this Propheſie ſignifieth the general 
Apotiacy fromthe Apoſtolick Faith and Order inthe 
Church of Chriſt, to the Pope and PopiſtrExerciſes, 
and Inſtitutions over all Chriſtendom, Again, ask them, 
Which among themſelves continue as.yet inthe true 
Apoſtolical Faith and Religion ? Then \the Lutheran 
Paſtors will fay, Thatare we; and thereforeery they, 
Joinwith us. No, fay the Biſbops in England, werwill 
prove, $hat the Apoſtolical Church had Biſhops, and 
at the Apoſtle ſaid, He that deſires the Office of a Bi- 
1p, be deſires a good Wark ; and therefore we are they 
that are the true Church, according: the firſt Jnſtitu- 
; tion. Then fay the Presbyterians and Dutch:\Preds- 
cants,; The Biſhops in the Prirgitive Churches were not 
ſuch as you are, but ſuch as- we are, whoſe:Carewas 
over the-Flock, and did:teach and rule in Eccleſiatical 
Matters, 
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do ; therefore you are fallen-from the Primitive State. WWW 


And now 'at laſt what ſays Trwth of theſe, 'and all o- 
thers, who deny that Faith which purifies the Hearr, 
and can cleanf& the Conſcience from Sin, and can give 
Victory -over the World ? "Fhis was the Faith winch 
Paul Preached, that was nigh inthe Heart ; and there- 


' foreall/thoſe” that ſay , that the Heart of a true Be- 


liever cannot be made clean, 'nor that he can come to 
live without Sin, nor to have a Purified Conſcience ; 
and all thoſe-that deny the Word of Faith in the 
Heart, and Chriſt to be the Rule, and ſet up another 
Rule, and another Faith, -'and another Foundation 
fort; thats the Apoſtle fet up; all ſuch are fallen'from 
the Faith; and are not Apoſtolick, but Antichriſtian : 
And when the'Man of Sin comes to be revealed, they 
wall cometo be revealed with him, and fall with him, 
and-with'Baby/ox the Mother of them all ; and great 
will be' their Fall'in that Day. | 
There is yet another Propheſie of Chriſt, when he 
fad, When you''ſee the Abomination of Deſolation ſt and- 
ing in the\\Holy Plate , "where it ought not ; then let not 
bins that is tn Fadea flee upon the Mountain ; nor he that 
is 1n'the Field', go-back'to fetch his Cloaths': And be 
that 5 0» the Houſe-rop,' come down to take' any thing out 
of his-Holtſo, &c.- Mat 24. 15. ' And faid he further, 
Vas; 2g - rt 8 any Mart ſhall ſay unto you, Lo hev 
#ss Cbisff, or vhiereg believe him not, 8c.” ſigfiifying plain-: 
ly, that whetv the Abomination-'of Delolation ſheuld 
be ſeewup;|» thks rhe People would 'notwithiteriiing 
not -wahtidivers-forts'of: Teachers of the Nath of 
theys' made*teſolare of, 'by 'the 
Qq letting 
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1672 ſetting up-of this Abomination, ſeeing they were not 
Low deſolate of a Profeſſion'of: Chrilt in divers-manners ? 
They /were 'defolate of the Power and Preſence of 
God in 'all their-Holy Places, (as they called them,) 
where this: Abomination was {et' up ; even as -Chrilt 
ſaid to the Jews, when they had made the' Houſe of 
Prayer ito be:a Den of 'Fhieves; then faid | he; Four 
Hoaje is left unto you Deſolate, Mark, it was not then 
deſalate of. People , of Co reganions , of Religions 
and Worſhip: ; but it- was deſolate of the Preſence of 


© = > So 


God ; for that was not-to be found there. So that A- 
bominatian which makes People deſolate of the Power 
of- God, by which they ſhould have Power over their 
Sin-and Luſts, and which make the Miniſters and 
Teachers defolate of the Spirit of God-, by' which 


they: ſhould have been led to Preach the Goſpel; this 
Abomynation. has been ſet up a long time, and made 
the People and Nations as a Wilderneſs ; and this has 
been ſince that time, that the Chriſtian Religion has 
been carried on and Maintained by the Traditions of 
Men: : . Then came the Poyſon- to we wy into the 
Church, and thereby. it is- come tobe fo {weld and 
big, that it can comprehend in it the 'Fyrannical-and 
Perſecuting Princes, Proud and Rebelhous Biſhops, 
Wicked Men-ſlayers and Murderers,- Ungclean, Wan- 
ton-and Drunken People ; they.have all room-enough 
ini : And. fince- that-tirae it is-counted Herefie;- that 

{ſhould make a Profeſſion. of -being: Purified and 
Cleanſe ;and from thas ti eitmay-be reckonedy chat 
v9 of nn one.» Hat 
therefore let us-confider , it-is yet to-ſtand, 
before the Devil comesto be caſt Sintri Minis 
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of God'be cleanſed, and the filth of Abomination'be' 


1672 


burnd, up, that. the God'of Heaven rfiay again 'de-. VV 


light.inshis SanCtuary , and that the Earth -may not 
for-ever be'empty of his Prefence,' but that he may 
be found of -thoſe that ſeek him, and be heard of them 
that are mourning after him, | V1 
Now- Fvh# ſaith, that this time of Deſolation, was! 
to continue a Time}, Times, and half a Time, that 
is,. Three Years and a half, or Three times Twelve 

Months and Six Months, that is Forty 'Two Moaths, 

or one Thouſand, Two Hundred and Sixty Days ; 

which'Times are agrecing together in one, and do per- 
fealy fulfil the time of the Reſtoration of the Church, 

and of the coming down of the Righteous Judge , 

whoſe Right 1tis to Rule over Men ; for to him are the 

Gem iles gen for an Inheritance, and the Ends of the 

Earth for a Poſſeffion. And that Time doth alſo per- 

feAly fulfil the Frme of the Power of the Beaſt ; for 

theſe times do all agree together, and as they had 
their ing about one and the ſame time, they 

wft alto have. their End ſhortly after one another, 
becauſe they are like one another. 

1, Now- to find out the end of thoſe times, the be- 
mning; muſt 'be firft known ; now. the daily Sacri- 
ce tas taken away long before the Abomination, 

that made the Earth deſolate, was ſer up ;' bur from 

that time that both ſhould be fulfilled, faid the An- 
kt Daxid, ſhould: there be One Thoufand, Two 
dred and Ninety: Days, that :is Thirty niorezhia 

Fohe writes! of, - Now. the! Abominatian' of Deol: 

tion//was not-ſfet; up -t+ the rime of Chrift ;-for aid 

ties ew. you: ſpall (& it ſet up, &c. ſpeaking as of i 
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thing; that: was not-yet come to: pais3i and; the Av 
AE id ' There ſha/l'come an Apoſt acy from the Faith ;, 
that ſhews,: that it was not. yet come, . neither, did: it 
come'till- feveral Hundreds of Years after ; for the 
trae - Chriſtans ſuffered many cruel and grievous: 
Deaths for the Chriſtian Faith ; ſo that they did 
notzfall;away, but endured to the end, and were; fa- 
ved. arnd-ſo long the. Earth was not deſolate,' | But, 
when'that Faith was loſt, which .did ſupport in Suf- 
ferings, and that the Chriſtian Religion, (which was 
the Holy Place) came to be corrupted by Pride, Co- 
vetouſneſs, Perſecution and Worldly Pleaſures, Eaſe, 
and the Delights and Honours of this Workd ; then 
the Abomination was. ſet up, that made the. Earth 
deſolate. And reckon from that time, Qne/Thouſand 
Two Hundred Sixty Years, and add; to it; theſe Thir- 
ty Years, of which the | ſpoke to Daniel, Dan. 12. 
x1. and ſee whether we be; not about the Forty Five 
Years, of which there is made mention, in the, 12th. 
Verſe, where the Angel having ſpoken, of rhe-Qne 
Thouſand, Two Hundred, Ninety Years, adds, Ble/= 
fed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the-T.bouſand, Three 
Hunared, and Thirty Five Days : Signitying plainly, 
that” there muſt be a ima Patience, and waiting, 
for the Blefſed. Reſtauratian, which was ,promuſed ; 
and that that time. of waiting ſhould continue. from 
the One Thouſand, 'Two: Hundred and Ninety,, till 
One Thouſand, 'Three Hundred, Thirty Five, , which 
are Forty Five Days or Years; and: then they, are 
Bleffed: rliat 'come thereunto.*; Sd he: that hath Wik 
dom, let him reckon,;; But thisr 18 45 not; .com- 
prehended in Arithmetick, or. the Art q es 

| neither 
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neither! can it be conceiv*diby the Wiſdon of this: 1672 
World + But -fuch-as have" the Wiſdom which com- ww 


eth from God, they ſhall underſtand ;' and it isto ſuch 


I write; for, T have learn'd to cover the Pearls'before- 


the Swine, and to with-hold the Children's: Bread 
from the Dogs.. | 


And' by what is' here' ſaid, it ſufficiently appears; 


Firſt,” That this Intrader'or Uſurper, calPd rhe' Devil, 
Satan, Dragon , or Anti-Chriſt, has no right to Rule 
and to Reign over Mankind, all the Days of their 
Life, Secondly, "Fhat his Kingdom is a limited King- 
dom, and was not to continue for” ever. ' Thirdly, 
That the Limits of it have been reveald to ſeveral of 
the Servants of God. Fourthly, 'That the appointed 
time" of | his Governments is nigh come to an end. 
Fifthly, That there is a Blefſed Day and Time' to be 
expected after'the end of his Reign. And Sixthly , 
That none can come to enjoy that Bleſſed Time and 
Bleſſedneſs, 'norſing the Song of Joy and Deliverance, 
but thoſe that patiently wait upon the Lord in the 
Days of "Tribulation ; and have that Hope to fee the 
 Salyation'which'cometh out of Si9z. 


And therefore for Concluſion,” I ſhall ſay this, That 
all thoſe that- feel 'themſelves in Bondage under. this 
Prince of Darkneſs, 'in what manner foever it be, and 
are' not willing to remain' ſo always; believe but im 
him that ſheweth you.your: Bondage,. and wait in his 
pure Light in your own- Conſciences , - which«diſco- 


vers Parkneſs'and/ the Princeof''it 5 and- then you! 
will feel'a' Hope to-Spring:upan youz-that 71 nl ere! 
youtrisy bedeliver'd,as I my ſelf havefelt: 1 7651343... 


And 
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1672 And this Hope will lead to a daily:Waſhing and, Pus 

VAL rityites 9k to a daily Crucifying and Mortifying, of 
- - »thy Earthly Members. And as this Hope comes to, 

work in'thee, it will bring thee ta an Experience of 

being deliver'd in ſome particular things, and that will, 


nm thy Hope of being deliver'd from more,z; 
| at"lait a Faith, will ariſe in. thee, perfealy 
and thSrowly. to be made free from Sin. And whea, 
thou att4hade Partaker of this Faith, then the:greateſt 
and ſtrongeſt Bond of the Devil is. broken ;-: for ,; 
through'the Unbelief of it, he keeps his Kingdom in; 
Man and Woman. And when this evil Root of Un+ 
belief is taken away, then his Kingdom comes ſoon 
to an end, and the Government of Truth comes to 
be ſet up in thee; and fo there comes a Change to be 
wrought in thee, both inwardly and outwardly ; and 
ſo comes his Kingdom, who is the Intruder or Uſur- 
per to be leſſen'd, firſt in thy felf, and then thou 
comelt to ſee that Change in another ; and fo it go- 
eth forward, from One to Ten, and: from Ten to a 
Thouſand, and fo forth, more and more, until the 
Inheritance of the Wicked comes to be wholly laid 
waſte, till Truth and Righteouſneſs, and the Reign 
and Government of Chrift Jeſus our Lord comes to 
be ſet up in the Earth, which my Soul longs and 
travails for ; and fo, I know it is with many more, for 
whoſe fake this is written; and as a Teſtimony a+ 
gainſt that Proud and Preſumptuous Generationiof 
Hypoerites, of what Sort or Name, or in what Na» 
'tion or Kingdom ſoever they may be, who not onl 

have ſubjected themſelves unto thisPrince of Darkneſs, 
and unto the Power of him who is called the Dev4l 


and 
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and Sata , but alſo pretend, that all Mankind muſt., 1642 
do' fo, and continue fo all their Days, and that there WWW 
»/no Remedy nor help again it; and ſo deny the 

Power of God, and lead the People ta truſt ina Lye, 
But'the Day of the Power of God is come, and the 
Refuge of Lyes is ſwept away ; and the Deliverance 

and ' Victory of the Lamb is known unto many; to 

whom, and to the Everlaſting God, by the Operation 

of the Holy Spirit in the Hearts of the Redeemed be 

ſung Everlaſting Praiſes, Thankſgiving, Renown, Ho- 

nour and Glory, and Dominion tor ever, 
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* Þ- Here comes ſomething further np in my Heart 

| ><concerning this matter , which I thiak 'good 
-to communicate unto you. 

"There ate hardly any ignorant, how commonly it 
is aid, 'That we cannot {ive without Sin ; and that 
we cannot be made free from it, as long as we live 
in this World ; even, as if our Sin and our Life were 
ſo knit together, that they cannot be ſeparated from 
one another ; but that they muſt end together, and 
not the one before the other. Now all thoſe that 
believe there is a God , they alſo believe that he is 
the Fountain of Life, and gives Life unto all that 
Lives : And all that believe that there is a Devil, 
"they alſo believe, that he is the Author and Original 
of Sin; as Chriſt ſaid, ' Whey he ow a Lye, he 
ſpeaks of his own; for he is a Lyar, ana a Father of Lyes, 
John $8.44. and fo he is of all other Wickedneſs. 
Now he gives Life to no Man, for that comes of 
"God 3 and he having made them live, then comes 
the Devil, and betrays them unto Sin. And now 
are Men and Women become ſuch Fools, that the 
;feek to bind together inſeparably that which is of God, 
with that 'which | is of the Devil 3 -and that is great 
-Foobſhneſs; for what Fellowſhip has Ghriſt with Be- 
:lial, -or Light with Darkneſs ? So-alfo the Life'of Men 
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he has brought in Sin, and has corrupted Nature, 
(which firſt was pure) by Sin ; and Men in that cor- 
rypt narure; do abuſe their Life, which theyShave 
from God, to his Diſhonour, and to their own Per- 
dition ; yet that Life is not fo joyn'd unto Sin, that 
they are inſeparable. For , though it be true,.that 
Men cannot Sin, if they live not ; yet 1t 1s not true 
to ſay, That if Men Sin not, then they cannot live ; 
for the Life that ſome lived, they lived by the Faith 
of the Son of God, Gal. 2. 20. and that is in-Domi- 
nion-/ over Sin , and over the Devil the Author of 
it. 

There is another common Poſition, That we muſt 
Isve' in Sin, ſo long as we do carry about with us this Bo- 
ay of Sin and Death ; meaning this Subſtantial and 
Corporal Body; alledeins the Words of Paul, Rom. 


. 24. | 

7: Nowthi 15" alſo a blind and fooliſh Poſition, as 
it'the favilt' of all Sins which they commit ,- were 
in-the- Body, 'or the Members of it ; whereas'on 
the contrary the” Body ( ſimply in it ſelf) is not 
pulty 'of that which through the Body is done; it 
eing' altogether Paſtive , | having! no- Will inthe 
Members; ' but they are as Inſtruments; that-arc 


,order*&or diſpos'd of according to-the'Laws oF God, 
ar: ofthe Devil; the one or the other bemg'fet up 
_  &. rale!id the WilFand Mind of 'the Creature 52nd 
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-Alfo-there is no- Member of the Body, but 1s made 
toſerve the- Lord, and isalfo; made” tit- for it; and 
they are.as ready and willing to..do, and to-fultlithe 
Her C Hoy ,-'as tg: fulfil rhe Wu of an o_ 

ea', they are, more properly: 1n ther) ragit 
Place fav van A and have more joy and {reedgm-in 
it, than- in the Service of the Devil :- far the.Service 
of the Devil is but Bondage, to which the Creature 


is led Captive- by a Lye, as is aforeſaid; and thols 
that call the Corporal. Bodies, the Bodies of Sin; and 


Death, they pleaſe the Devil well enough.;. for, he 
well knows, bo as long as- they fo believe, his Birth ' 
and Seed will remain in them without hinderance, 
when the Eyes.of Men are led. out to ſuſpect their 
own Bodies, as: being the cauſe. of all. Sinand Eval 
which they commit ; which Bodies are. more fit tg 
ſerve God ; but are capable to be 'given. up:by the 
Will and Aﬀettion, to ſerve either God, or the, Des 
vil; as is manifeſt by' the Words-of. Pawl:,\\Ram.. 6. 
ig, As ye have. yielded your felves Sexvatt&:40\ Vitr 
cleanneſs, and to Iniquity, unto: Tg0T} Pa4#: {0-08 
yield your Members Servants to, Righteonſne(s. «nto.Ho- 
lineſs. Now here every one may ſee, thatthe.lame 
Members , that before were given up-t9:{crye, Ugr 
righteouſneſs, muſt now be gwen. up: ſerve Right 
teouſnels: --{ Mark, ]-they: had them. hill, | they; dig - 
not fay'; We would: we were deliveralofrom, thelf 
Members and- Bodies (' that - were ulgd —_— 
f 3 in 
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Sin)" that"fo'we might! come to be made free > Bgt 
the Apoſtle faid plainly, That rhey were free from Sow, 
and were become Servants unto Righteouſneſs, and that 
therefore they ſhould give up their Members to' the 
Service'of | him that had made'them Free, as for- 
metly th _ to do to him that had brought them 
into 'Bon 'And theſe People that '{o complain 
apainſt the: own Bodies, calling them the Old 
the Body of 'Sin and Death, and. of Corruption : How 
will they underſtand 'the Apoftle, where he ſays, 
Mortify your Members which are upon the Exyth? What, 
will they Morrify their Hands and Feet , 2. J 
out their Eyes, and cut out "their Tongu 
pofe Hot. how will they fulfil the ors of 
the” Apoſtle, except they find 'out another Body of 
Sh, "tid the Members of it, which 6tgltt to” be 
Crucified with the daily Croſs? But the Apoftle 
hath ctmed the Menibers of that Body, which mritift 
be Mortified, Col. 3.5. towit, Fornication, "Untclewr- 
neſs ub, Nhordinare A Ettion , Evil C oncupiſcenee will Co: 

be a 3 which ts Ttolatry, ver. 8. Atgtr, Wrath, Mia 

phony, \ filthy Communication out of your Mouth, 
nero = &c. theſe 'are the Members 

mock © up that Bod 4 which 1s called "the Body 
of the” Sitis' of the Fleſh, 'Coloſc 2. 13. and this is a 
ſort 'of Fleſh wliich God has made; 'for, that which 

he hath*made; that is good., and it is for bighfelt, 
py not” for Sin, 1'Cor.6. Ms And-t ng he ew 
vil tar his\ſearin the wary, 
bers! of The Bodyity-tothis Val Fx He 
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were .cait out, and Truth and Righteouſneſs were 
ſet up. in. the Heart ;.,and then theſe Sin-pleaders 
would. come to ſee , that the fault was not in. their 
Bodies, but in their corrupt Hearts, and that there 
is. another, Body to be put. off, before they can come 
todq the Will: of God, and. not the Corporal Body, 
which, God. has Created to: ſerve him. | 
'*.. And beſides that, theſe People ſhew themſelves. ta 
have but little love to God ; that all his Kindneſs 
and. manifold Mercies cannot draw them to ſerve 
him; but on. the contrary they will ſerve his greateſt 
Encemy.,, as long as they. have Members to ſerve 
him withal , uſing thoſe Members which God has 
ven them, againſt him and his Ordering :, And if 
be will not ;permit it ſo-to be, he mult take away 
thoſe Members: again ; eyen as if there was no 0+ 
ther, Remedy to put -an. end to Sin; that is as 
much as to. fay , If the-Lord will not. have him to 
Swear, to Lye, or to SHLECH he muſt make then 
Dumb; and if he will not have them to do bad 
Works, he muſt make them Lame; and if he will 
take away their Life from them, then they will leave 
off, Sinning, but not ſooner: Yea, they. cannot en- 
dure- to. hear of putting off ' Sin ſooner ; that ( fay, 
they): is the Grand Error of the Quakers, ty ſpeak-of 
ing to Sin, before, we ceaſe to live, 
Oh ! Where. is: the Senſe of . the Loye, of God, 
that this.People- ſhould. feel in their. Hearts ſhed 
Vie 7-4 God, Engr fem. My Obedience? 
las!. They are rangers theretnts, andthe Cove: 
nant. with Hell and Deatl 3s 10, Rig ing Uh: 
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belief is ſo rooted in them, that' they think this Co- 1672 
 venant cannot be be broken.. But bleſſed be the Lord, WW 
that Faith is now manifeſted,thar giveth Victory, and 


breaketh this Covenant. | 

Another great Plea, which theſe Sin-pleaders bring; 
1s this: If People can come to' PerfeQtion ih this Lite 
then they have no need of Chriſt to be their Saviour; 
as if the Salvation by Chriſt, and a perfect and pure 
Life were inconſiſtent with one another. Ye Fools 
and Blind , Know ye not that all good and perfe& 
Gifts come from the Lord, and that none can come 
to PerfeCtion, but by his Gift ? And if God be the 
Giver, is it not then by Grace ? Where are Works 
then ? But theſe Pleaders for Sin, are as great Strans 


' gers to the Salyation which 1s in Chriſt Jefus, as 


they are to Perfeftion, otherwiſe they would: ſee 
their Tgnorance., When Chriſt faid to his Diſciples; 
Be ye perfett, as your Father which is in Heaven is Per- 
feft; that is as much as to fay, (according to ex-- 
planation of theſe People,) There is your Command, 
when that is done , you have no need of me. And 
the Apoſtle ſpoke Wiſdom 4mong them that are perfet?, 
but not ſuch Wiſdom: (or rather Fooliſhneſs) as this, 
to perſwade them, that they had no need of Chrift 
to be their Saviour, becauſe they were come to Per- 
fetion; but on the contrary he ſaid, "That he could 
do all thmgs, (then-he could' be perfect) bur not 
As of himlelf, but through Chriſt that enabled . him. 
and thoſe that come to.a periert ſtate, they know 
thay their Salvation. is not ot their Works, how good 
pure foever they may. be, but meerly by Grace, 
43 | through 
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I. Firſt, That it was the appearance of 'Chriſt Je- 
ſas, 'who is the Power of 'God , that has 'bronght 
the inoff from their Sin and ImperfeAtitr: ; and that 
ok have not left thetn 'off -of themfe|v%5 , but & 
own, that it is the Grace 'of 'God, 'as the :1p9/#/z did 
T#.2.11, 12. For the Grate of God that bringeth Sl 
vition, hath appeared uito all _ reachirg 4s, that dts 
zodlineſs and Worldly Lufts , we ſoul live So- 
berh, Righteoaſly, and Gvaly in this preſent Wortd. So 
here 'you thay ſee, that it is the A rartoe of the 
Grace of God that leads to Perfc : "and this 
Perfeftion is not yet a Perfet Salvation: 3 for "hoſe 
that have it, ray fall ftom it upain, and fo nor be 
—_ but thoſe that entlure to the End ſhall be 
V 
© », Biit Seconath, It is Chriſt who is the Preſerver 
and Keeper tfitothe end of thoſe that truſt in him ; 
and the 4poſfes teftifie., that 'thoſe that wete deli- 
vered 'from the Corruption of this Wotrtd,, muſt 
know him 'to be their Keeper , "that had: parhered 
then 'owit 'of the World ; and therefbre faid Fude 
his E =; wer. 24. 4: Now = hits "that 'is able to 
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for Sin, and to obtain, Regonciliation with God, und 
Forgiveneſs of his former Sins > For all the Holy 
Converſation and Perfe&tion of Life, can be counted 
no more but his Duty ; and therefore he cannot ob- 
tain Remiſſion of one of his former Sins : But thoſe 
that confeſs their Sins, and for{ake them, ſuch come 
to Forgiveneſs by Jeſus Chriſt, and come to know 
his Blood cleanſing them from all their former Sins ; 
and fo they come to perfect Salvation by Grace, not 
by Works, but by Faith, that works in the Love 
of God unto Obedience ; without which, Faith is 
but Dead, and makes no Man Saved, but thoſe that 
have this True Faith and Hope in them, T hey purifie 
themſelves ,_ as he is pure, 1 Joh. 3.3. And he that 
has not this Hope, does not purifie himſelf, neither 
does he believe that he can do it; and by this we 
know the True Believers from the Falſe ; and by this 
Sinners are made manifeſt, that cannot ſtand in the 
Congregation of the Righteous, P/al. 1. 5. 


A. a. a. 4 
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So now let all the Pleaders for Sin, ſtop their Mouths 
for ever, and let the Devil ſtand for himſelf, and 
plead his own Cauſe ; and henceforth do not deſpite 
and revile the Innocent, ( that are travelling. and 
ſtriving after Perfeftion, with a Faith to obtain at) 
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1672" that they think to be faved by their own Works ; 
WUYV for we hope for no other Salvation, but that which | 
is in and by Jeſus Chriſt the Eternal Son of God, 
who is the Firſt-born of every Creature, that brings 
many Sons and Daughters unto Glory, but not by 
leaving them in their Sins; but his Name is Jeſus, 
and he ſaves People from their Sins. 


. » ww a We Ls 


TO THE 


MAGISTRATES 


GRONINGHEN 


Linited Provinces. 


Y E Rulers and Burghermaſters of Groninghen , I 
have a Meſſage unto. you in the Name of the 
God of Heaven and Earth, on the Behalf of his 
Truth and People; and therefore hearken to my 
Words, and conſider them, for in love to your 
Souls, and to you City and Country, do I write 
unto you : And therefore be it known unto you, you 
cannot Fight againſt God and Proſper : The Powers 
that are —_ the Apoſtle) are of God. T am a Friend 
to Magi _y and Government, and do know that 
it is an inance of God ; but that Magiſtrate 
beareth the Sword in Vain, _ doth become a ter- 
>) ror 
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ror to them that do well, or that endeavoureth fo 


WNW to be. And therefore Friends, turn not your Sword 


againſt the Innocent, for their Conſcience fake to- 
wards God, for that's not your Place ; but to pro- 
tet all that, Fear God, and. to encourage ſuch-as de- 
part from the Evil of their Ways :- And whereas 
the Lord is pleaſed in this your Day, to viſit a ſmall 
Remnant in your City, with the knowledge of 
his Everlaſting Truth, and to lead them to ks up 
the Croſs, and deny themſzlves, and to leave the 
Cuſtoms and Ways of this Evil World, and to 
wait upon God in' the Deſpted way of the Quakers, 
fo called ; What Harm is this unto you ? What-F- 
vil have they done fince., or what Evil have that 
People done to any Prince or Government ſince the 

were a People? What is this great Cry and Noite 
made againſt us ſor ? Is.it- not, as in Days paſt, if 
any Man depart from Tniquity , he makes; himſelf a 
Prey; and he that reproveth Sin in the Gate ; for 
him they lay a Snare. Why is the Workers. of 
Iniquity ſo moved ?- Ought. you not to.enquire of 
our Accuſers when they come. to you , - what Evil 
we have done againſt God, or the whalfome Laws 
and Liberty of 4 Land, before you nary 'Hand 
upon us? Oh, take heed of. your Prieſts, who fears 
nothing more than the breaking. out of the Light, 
which as-it ariſeth, will-give Men. to fee. their, Evil 
Works, and-the. Foundation upon. which, they. ſtand, 
Oh, let not them deceive you, Dp JUrELOg, YU-UP to 
Perſecution, as they have deceived many Princes and 
Governours in other Lands, who now. begia to ſee 


them, and to. ceaſe from, the Work to which .they 


have 
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heve inſtigated them ; and moſt Governours and Ru- 


lers where we live, have a ſenſe of our Innocency. WW 


And now your Day of Tryal is come, and I cannot 
but in love warn you not to run this courſe of Per- 
ſecution, for if you do, you will bring Vexation upon 
your ſelves inwardly and outwardly , and the Judg- 
ments of God upon you a City, out of which 

our Prieſts will not be able to deliver you : And 
beſides, mark, this the work of the Lord ſhall go 
on and Proſper, and as many as are found Faithful 
to the Light of Chriſt Jeſus in their Conſciences, 
ſhall feel the daily Incouragements of the Everlaſting 
Power of God , which is enough to bear them up, 
under all that the power of Perſecution (which ne- 
ver was of God,) can do againſt them ; and the Di- 
vine Love of God, through the Faith of Chriſt, will 
flow in upon them, which will make them not to 
love their Lives to the Death, for their Teſtimony 
fake :. And their Innocent Sufferings, will reach to 
that of God in the Conſciences of others, and they 
ſhall come to believe in that which ſupports us, and 
ſo come to be made Partakers of that fame Life of 
Righteouſneſs which judgeth the World ; which the 
Spirit of this World hath always fought to Slay in 
all its Appearances. And farther, the more you 
cauſe this People to ſuffer, the more ſhall we be 
drawn in the Love and Power of God, to viſit them 
and. your City for their fakes; for we durſt do no 
other, being commanded ſo of Chriſt, who is the 
Head of our Church : And if any the leaſt Mem- 
ber of him be in Priſon, in Hunger or Want, and 
we Viſit them not, he takes g as if He had been a 
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1672 and we had neglected Viſiting him. And this Ha- 
WY zard we dare not run, for all the Frowns and Threats 
of Men; for we know no Man ( but Chriſt Jeſus) 
ſhall ever receive Power to ſay, Go ye Curſed, &c, 
And it is not Sufferings and Tribulations can now 
affright or deter us from our Seryice and Teſtimony 
to our God; for we have learned in all States to 
be contented : And if our 'Tribulations abound for 
the Goſpel's ſake, our Conſolation abounds. much 
more; 1o that we can in the ſtrength of God, give 
our Back to the Smiter, and turn the other Cheek ; 
and our Face to them that pluck off the Hair; and 
when all that is done, pray for theſe our Enemies, 
and do them good againſt all this Evil: And this 
we boaſt not of, as of our ſelves, but as the Gift of 
God, freely given unto us for Chriſt's ſake, in whom 
our ſufficiency is. And therefore Friends, be wiſe 
and conſiderate in this weighty matter, and take 
heed what-you do; if this. Work be of Man, it 
will ceaſe, and come to nothing, though you fit {till 
in your Places, but if it be the Work of God, to 
break forth in his Light, and make known his 
Righteouſneſs to them that have Hungred and. 
Thirſted after it, then you cannot ſtop, his Work, 
but it will go forth when you have done what you 
can, as others have done : And. beſides, your Endea- 
vouring to ſtop the Work of God, will render you 
Fighters againſt God, and kindle his Indignation a- 
| m__ you, and bring his Judgments upon you. There- 
ore my Council to you all is, fear the Living God, 


that. ſhews you your Thoughts, and love the Light 
in 
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in your own Conſciences, and then you will never, ... . 
Perſecute it in others,but it will break forth more and WWW 
| more, and become a Bleſſing to you and your City ; 
and this is my Deſire, who am your Friend, and one 
7 that in obedience to God, and love to your Souls, 
' have thus far cleared my Conſcience to you, who am 
) a Servant of God, and one that in ſcorn am called a 
waker, who have rather choſe, as Moſes did, to ſuffer 
pol with the People of God, than enjoy the Plea-. 
ſures of Sin, which are but for a ſhort Seaſon. So the 
| Lord give you a Conſiderateand UnderſtandingHeart.. 


Stephen Criſp. 
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LAMENTATION 
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GRONINGHE N. 


CONTAINING 


An Anſwer to Four Papers written againſt 
the People called Quakers, Two by the Magiſtrates, 
and Two Lies ſung 1n the Street, by the Wild and 
Ungodly Ballet-Singers, which ſhews that the Spi- 
rit of Perſecution and Mockery comes all from- one 

. Ground. 
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Amos $+1. Hear ye this Word which 1 take up againſt you, even 4 Lamentstion, 
O Houſe of 1ſrael. 

Amos $. 10. And I will turn your Feafts into Mourning, 4nd all your Songs 
into Lamentation, and I will bring up Sackcloath upon all Loyns, and Baldne(s | 
upon tvery Head And 1 will make it as the Maurning of au ouly Son, and 
the end thereof 4s 4 bitter Day. 
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LAMENTATION 


EI 


GRONINGHEN; 


Hat Lamentation ſhall T take up over thee, 

O Groninghen| that art a great City, in- 

creaſed in Riches, People and Wickedneſs, and haſt 
long lived without Judgment in thy Goings, and 
thy Footſteps have been after the Counſel of thy 
own Heart, and the Covenant of Death hath hound 
you together with a general Conſent to walk in Dark- 
neſs, and to obey the Power thereof; and to live in 
Sin and Ungodlineſs all your Days. And in this 
Path haſt thou Leaders, that tell thee it is impoſ- 
ſible to do otherwiſe; and fo they have helped to 
harden thy Heart againſt = Maker, and to ſettle 
| t thee 
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will be no abiding his Preſence but, by _—_— 
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thec upon thy Lees, and have for Mony ſold thee 


> 2 ſound of Peace, while thou liv*{t in thy Sins, and 


walk?ſt in Darkneſs, which is the way to Deſtruction. 
And thy Rulers have tolerated, if not promoted 
Wickedaelſs, and have not been good \Examples, nor 
Ruled far God, nor become a Terror ta thee in thy 
Ungodly and Wanton Life, as they ought to have 
been. So that on all Hands, Wickedneſs is grown 
high, the Trees of Sodom, and the Vines of Gomorha, 
brings forth plentifully in thee ; but the Plant of Re- 
nown, the Royal Seed 'of God, that hath long been 
as a Worm trampled upon,. and the God of I1/rael, 
forgotten Days without Number, although his Name 
hath been in your Mouthes, yet his Fear hath not 
been in your Hearts; and though 'you have drawn 
nigh him ſometimes with your Polluted Lips, 
= yau have not brought your Hearts nigh to him, 
ut they have ſtill wandered after your Luſts and 
Evil ways; and you have long taken the Name of 
God in vain, and thereby brought Guilt upon your 
ſelves ;. and -the Lord hath been Patient and Long- 
{ſuffering with you, and hath not been- haſty to An- 
ger, but hath waited to be Gracious, and hath-often 
times {mitten you in the ſecret of your Hearts, and 
called upon you to leave off the Evil of your ways ; 
but ye have: rejected his Voice, and turned awa 
your . Ears from hearkening to his Reproof ; and 4 
by theſe things, ye have provoked: the Lord: to: an-- 
ger! againſt you, and he! 1s arifing: to, make known 
his, Judgment inthe midſt of __ wihieh ſtill kindlies 
more, and more; tit} it burns like a Flame; and there 
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And: Friends, 'a deep Senſe is upon me, of the Day 


of your Viſitation, and alſo of the Calamity that www 


will come upon you, except you Repent, and break 
off the evil of your doings, and turn your Hearts 
to ſeek the Lord : 'And r have warned you 1n Love, 
and again do warn you to conſider your ways, while 
a-httle time is afforded you; for the wrath of God 
is ready to break forth againſt you, and” againit all 
the Inhabitants of the Earth that flight the day 'of 
his tender Viſitation. And there is a Lamentation 
m my Heart for thee, O Grozinghen, O that thou 
hadſt a Confiderate and Underſtanding Heart , that 
thou -mighteſt foreſee thy Miſery , and eſcape thy 
Calamity ! My Heart is grieved , and my Soul. 1s 
afflicted, to conſider thy preſent Condition, and al- 
ſo to confider what thou art bringing upon thy own 
Head. Oh, be not like the Fooliſh Folk Solomon 
ſpeaks of, who becauſe Tudement is not ſpeedily executed 
__ an Evil Work, EIN their Hearts are ſet in 

m to do wickedly : Oh! how doth Abominations a- 
bound in thy Streets like a Flood ? How is thy City 
filled with Drunkenneſs, with Oaths, with Curſings, 
and 'howare thy Streets filled with I1-2/s Brood 
of Mockers _ Scorners, whoſe Bonds muſt be made 
{trong ? Read I/ay. 28.22. What care is there taken 
to ſuppreſs theſe things? Nay , the greateſt care is 
how-to fupprefs Truth , and keep Righteouſneſs 
from ſhining forth, {cft the Day-lighr ſhould break 
torch: into/ Judgment open Ungodlinets. - Bur 
akistialabfi the! Day'of thy Judgment is'come;, 'and 


that*Eife is'arifert that hath the Power 19. Heaven 
andin'Farth ;"and"'ye camo niore Crucifie it, but 
mo Þ | FEY it 


— | _ 

332; ; To the Dagiittatos On 

it., muſt and ſhall-Reiga for ever:, -and Judge the 
LYN Earth, in Righteouſneſs and :in. Truth. And it 1s the 

© * appearance of this Life that.comes.into the .World 
for Judgment, that hath made your Ciry like a Sea, 
into, wluch a Tempeſt is entred. . Your Rulers are 
like; fierce Young Lions: that Roar, 'becauſe' they are 
troubled, and think to. afright the:Lambs with their ' 
thundering .out 'Threatnings. Thy ' Prieſts are like 
the 'She-Bear that is robbed of her Whelps, fecking: 
their Revenge upon the. Innocent , and ſtirring up 
the Young Lions as toa Prey. Thy People are like 
the Wild Beaſts of the Forreſt, whicl: with a-con- 
fuſed ' noiſe are gatliered together to devour. 'Fhy 
Children run ſnarling to and fro in the Streets, tu- 
multing and hallowing , and uttering all manner of- 
Reproach and Spite againſt the Innocent and Harm- 
leſs People, who are departing from . your Ungodl 
Courle of Life, and are called-out of- your. Babyloniſh 
Worſhips to be ſeparated from you. 

Oh Friends, conſider, are thele the Fruits of. a Go-- 
ſpel Miniſtry , and 'a well-govern'd Republick ? are 
not theſe Tirnuks and Uproars\, a ſhame -to::both 
Prieſts and 'Rulers, yea, and to all. the Maſters and. 
Fathers of Families in your whole. City ?. Doth it. 
not appear you have 16lf the one Government that 
you ought to have over the People, and the Chil- 
dren and Servants in .your City. and reſpeQtive Fa- 
milies ? ; Oh, conſider theſe things! whence comes Up-- -: 

roars, is.it not from: the. Spirit: of the Sodomiſts that's 
tum) ted.the Houſe: of Lot:? :And> What! was itvfetr >! * 
We ox of ;am Uproar and. what: ſet -other:Cities/ 
um the. A&s'of an Uproer, but Perſecution? Aid was: - 
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Tumult, by  perſwading them - to leave” Perſecution, 
and leave the Matter to God; Oh, that you 'called 
Chriftians,were but fo wiſe ! Butalas ! it hath grieved 
my- Heart ,/' while! I was in your City , to' fee ant 
hear, Young and Old, given up to an Iſhmael Spirit; 


not Gemilid! a Heathen, yet wiſe-enough to {ttl! the 
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mocking and-ſeorning , and'teriding' the Tnnocent,' 


and to lee how it is happened to you-1n -Groaimgben, 


as it was in the: Rebelhous Houte' of ' 7/-ae/ of- old 7 


they that feared the Lord, "were as Signs and Won- 
ders'in-1/7ae/,, Oh a Lamentation ! a Lamentation ! let 
all that know "thee take up over thee, for thy wa 

leads with ſpeed to deftruftion, and thou make haffe 
to fill up thy Meaſure . Oh ! that thou mighteſt but 
ſtand ſtill a little , and confider thy ways before it” 


be too: late. | T write theſe things in the /Love of God: 


to all that have an Ear to hear, and a Heart to con- 
ſider : And as to thoſe that ſhut the Ear, and will 
not hear, 'T ſhall be clear of their Blood, and they- 
ſhall know that they were warned. 


And\now-all you Rulers, Prieſts and Tnhabitants 


of the City of Groniaghen, let me treat a little more” 


particularly with yon, and enquire what'iis the'reaſon | 
you are [thus moved and driven on Heaps, as you 
are ?- I know the Anſwer is, Here isa People in our 
City,” \that Men call Qzateys, that in their» Life' dif- 
fer from-us, and if we Pipe to them, they-will not” 


they-will neirher' Rejoyee inch in) which We Rel" 


joycey1ndr Gtiove-atithar arr which we Grieve Ke \ 


i their Worſhip, and:imi their Maruners, ahd rs: 
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and all they difter from us. Well, what then, what 
LY VV Evil have they done to you or to your City, or what 
have ſuch People done againſt any other City, where 
they have, and do live? Alas! fay Men, they are 
every where ſpoken againſt ; well, that's ng' Rule 
for. 'you to Hate and Perlecute them ; know you not 
the Religion of the Apoſtles was every where {| 
ken againſt, yet it was the Truth, and after, that 
way which Men called Hereſie, worſhipp'd they the 
Gad of their Fathers : For the true Chriſtian Wor- 
ſhip which Chriſt ſet up, was to differ from that 
in the Mount of Samaria, and that at the Temple of 
Jeruſalem too ; muſt Chriſt therefore be Perſecuted ? 
Oh ! how blind and Ignorant is this Generation, that 
ye ſhould again run into the ſame Error of the Pha- 
riſees, to Condema the Old Perſecutors, and prove 
new ones your felves,; and Perſecute the ſame Life, 
(as it comes to riſe in any, to witneſs againſt you 
and your Luſts,) as vey and their Fathers did ? and 
ſo ye manifeſt your ſelves ſtill ro be of the ſame 
Race and Stock, and to be born'of the ſame eftran- 
ged Fleſh that always Perſecuted ſuch as were horn 
after the Spirit. And as they brought upon them.all: 
the Righteous Blood that was ſpilt, from Abe/ to Zy- 
charias,. (0 you are abqut-to bring upon. you, and. y 
on your Cluldren, all the Righteous Blood. from. 4s 
to this Day, which will be enough to fink you ta, 
- Perdition. But 4 cannot rejoyce in your, DeſtruRion,, 
but the, labour of 'my Soul and my. Prayer; yo for 
ont Poe Ys ight be wiſe, and $7 neon 
gaand.mig r YOu WAYHapd DUgUt nOlofiger, 
F Op-o1 God, and ag Nas Glatious Wark FX 
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for 1 telt you in his Name, and his Authority, he will 
be too Mighty for you. 

And the Work which God hath begun in the Earth, 
ſhall ptoſper and- flouriſh, and none ſhall be able to 
ſtop it, for his Seed hath ſuffered long, and many 
have cryed in fectet for a Day of Deliverance. . And 
now the Day is come, Glory to God for ever, and 
the Everlaſting Goſpel is Preached, and many are 
thereby turned from the former Darkneſs, to the 
true Light of Jeſus, which enlightneth every Man 
that cometh into the World. And many are brought 
to know the right way of the Lord, which is a wa 
of Holineſs, and can no longer be content to wal 
in the Unholy Sinful ways, where the Prieſts tell 
them, they muſt live in Sin all their Days. But now 
the Hope of Redemption is ariſen unto many, Glory 
be to God for ever; and ſome have received the 


Bright and Morning-Star ; and ſome arewaiting for 


it it Faith and Patience, paſſing theirtime in Fear and 


- Watchfulneſs, hoping for the Crown that is Immor- 


tal, which certainly ſhall be fet upon the Head of 


all choſe that faint not by the way, by reaſon of the* 
ame of Chriſt's: 


Tribulations- that ariſe for the 
lake. 


For ' Friends and People, conſider this one thing,. 


the Holy Ghoſt ſignified unto John, that the Dragon, 
Beaſt, and Falſe Prophet, ſhould Rule 1260 Tears, 


(that is not Chritt's Kingdom,) and in that time the: 
whole World ſhould worthip the Beaſt and his I-- 
ge, (that's not the Worſhip of. God, ) and thar- 
Whore fhould ſit- upon the Beaſt that Ruled. 
(that's not the tras Church, J and that' ET 

ould. 
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- 
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ſhould ſay, Who car; .make W ar with the Beaft f:( tha 
' w# was not the Saints faid fo, for the: Lamb+and the 
- Saints have the Victoty,) and all that white, while 
| bhe - -wasa'top'of the Ruling Beaſt, »the'true 
it Ghoprch was m-the Wilderneſs, and the: trac Gover- 
i Baur or:Ruler:was (Gught np to. 'God: :Now becauſe 
| -# hath been:ithus 2260. Years ,/ muſt it! always'/be 
i thus ?.;No; ſurely, 'this'is a: ſet-tinte , and hath: an 
|  End,and'the End of it is come; andthe True Church 
- K coming, out -of the Wilderneſs, and the Da 
[| of Zeon hath a new Spiritual Inſtrument, with 
| | 'Teeth,: to threſh the Mountains withal, and Her Son 
| is - manifeſt upon the Earth., which/js: the'Second 
i Birth , whoſe Kingdom is not - of this 'Wotld j-but 
his Dominion is over all, (read who can): 'and heard 
the Saints 'muft have the Viftory ; for they. haye 
received power. to judge the "Three Unclears Spirits, 
that are like: Frogs : the Firſt that came out of 'the 
Mouth of the Dragon , which fills the Earth with 
Wrath and Cruelty; the Second: that came: out' of | 
the Mouth” of the Beaſt; that. fills:the: Earth with 
Pride, Infolency : and Arrogancy # the Third» that 
. Gxme-cOut of the Month of the Falſe Prophet githfat 
fills the Earth with Lying -Idolatry , ' Deluſions aad 
Hypoeriſy:; theſe: Three Spirits are now judged, and 
their; Works'are: jadged (in! the Name of him that 
lives for'ever and ever '; \and'the Day draws nigh for 
the opening, of-the'Lake, 'andthe-caſtingin ulivethe 
iBeaſband falſe iProplict, 'frorh»Whente xhole 
-[PhreviSpitics/carke, »' And in/thitd Daythallrlie! Nead 
of: the AMidted be! lifred'1p-and thengcrd! ſhall! we- 
Joyos, and the Earth fhall knowthat' Godiharturt- 
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mandted his People'; and you's thall: know that" "=, 
have ſtriven againſt y your Mak 

[-, T hevefore, Oh People! conſider your wa 

-not- _—— Beaſt , acither orlvy 06 Gy mage, bc fy far 

Glory to the Hour J 
—_— and now the Dragon and Fe on] 
ty, and: they'. that are his Executioners, nmiaſt be 
judged » the Whore and her !Cup of Fornication ; 
and all that drink thereof, and commit Fornication 
with her, muſt be Judg ed : and the Beaſt, and his 
Seat, and his Power, = = Image, and all that 
wonder after him, and wor my him and his Image, 
muſt be Judged ; and the Second Beaſt and his Power, 
and all that, are ſubject to him, muſt be judged, tho? 
his Appearance is likea Lamb: And the Falſe Pro- 
phet,- with his Lying Wonders, and his falſe Fire 
that he brings down in the ſight of Men, muſt be 
judged; and all bis Lies and Deluſions , and them 
that have Believed them, muſt all be Judged ; for, for 
J is: Truth ariſen in the Earth , and there- 
fore are. the Inhabitants moved like a Sea, and rhe 
Waves irowl' to and fro, and the Princes i imagine 
Vain |Things ,-and- the Judges write Grievoulnels , 
and they t remain in the ſtate. of the Heathen, 
who know not God, they are all of a Rage. Bur 
ol alas! rheſe-t cannot ſtop the coming and 
ſhining of the Sun 'of Righteouſneſs, nor the break- 
| -  fech of his Salvation to the Meek, which —y 
Jong Hundred. and Thirſted after: Rightcouſneſs. - | 

5;->Andi thertfore, | Oh ye Ravers ! be Wiſe, and con- 
Gdtr.yrharyoudo, and Jane ſtop the/Ebbing and 
Flowing of the Sea, or ;yoll-cont rut hs Boyer 


Moon 


AANJ 


Mortal Bodies ; which we confeſs you can. Kull ,- if 

God -permit you. But the Power. lives forever, and 

the fame quickening Life and Power ſhall tag in 
fo 


other Bodies to witneſs | — and the World, 
and ſhall ſpread forth more-and- more, till the Earth 
1s-covered with its Glory , and till the Glory: of all 
Fleſh is Stained , and their Strength. as Tow before 
mThenforeT £ be Wiſe, O ye Judg 

+ 'Fherefore T ſay again, be Wite, O ye ] .and 
Rulers! of the Barth! and take heed- of > and 
Fighters againſt God , | leſt_his Wrath kindle, and 
-you,' and your Strength and -Glory, become like Chaff 


Ore 


—_ 
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. And now Friends, I come more particularly to 
Capitulate with you, the Magiſtrates and People of 


Groninghen, having before me four Papers, all given 
out againſt a People called Quakers, and appearing to 
come all oak ops _ though it =_ ſad ro ſay, and 
to think, Men called Magiſtrates, and a 'City' called 
Chriſtian, nay reformed, ſhould have fi ry arys 
work found in as T found in two or three days 
ſtay in your City, and find in your Papers; and be- 
Guſe- two of theſe Papers come from you that are 
2piſtrates, T think it good to fay ſomething to 
them. Firſt, The one is a Sentence given to ſeveral 
Citizens, -the other to ſome not being Citizens, whom 
Fn xd Impriſoned, in which you have warned the 
itizens to meet no more in ſuch Meetings as they 
have done, and the other to come no more 1n the Ct- 
ty to ſuch Meeting, and both upon the Threatning 
*of further Puniſhment ; and that the Reader may 
the better underſtand where this Sentence and Threat- 
ning takes its Riſe, I ſhall ſet down the Sentence 
Vergathm, and then write ſomething to it by way of 


Inquiry. 


"6 Ag Complaint is Unreverent Behaviour. 
Secondly, 'That he is called @ Quaker. Thirdly, That 
| he was lately at a Meeting. Fowrthly, That it was 
"the, more, to divulge Hurtful and. Pernicious Errors 
and Wired Priyitigs;' and upon! theſe you ſay, rhat 
-Tach  forbidden Conventicles-antl * Dangerous! Sefts 
mult nor” be {iffered,-but piniſhed ina well Borern- 
ande's | Uu 2 ec 


you ſid? Gave they. you. not nece 


Commandment, the King King's Aubogey Finke 


"Republick; and thet Tow eli Har If 


wet: 
iy mee oe ks ani Rach 14 


deal wit aff accordingly.” ON 


No Frichds to the Firft; "oY 
rent! Ns, Did' you ſhew them on ge wich Wi 
they would'not be ſubje&t ro? 'Camerhey tor at your 
Sumihons in which. they acknowledged you. 4 
ſtrates? And ſto0d they-not fron 10 hear what 

wers t 

your Queſtions? But "4 ſcerns they ine not of their 
Hars, was that'an Offetice' to you?” Alas?” that Men 
of Underſtanding fhoyld'no rad wag their he whe 
putation, than'to take: Offence at ſui 
there's neither Law. of God; nor Ns lg nor 'of 
your own. City that requires it; You ſhould; have 
made a Law. firſt that they muſt. do io, and "then 
for. your part you had done ſike a Abe. oe. 
was ſomething to fay for ,Bowing, viz, 


ca3, Wilt thou, not Bow? 'The'K od b, . 
well, ' but Mordecay cantiot Bow i & dies 

then 5; know who ſet up the Gallows, he tha wi” 

, becauſe he was not .bowed to; was. .not - 

yh s Written for Chg and out Learning? Ye. 

nee: nd in Scripture tha at the. ; Cheſſtians called i 

everent Behaviour to EEE upon the Head; 
tliree Children 


E ye hank the 2h '6n es | 
SEED LE 
ſtood. Vefore The King? 


— 


= 
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ther to the, King ?. But neither; 
Herthen: lave FO ou for Example. in; i Cir 
te 


_ the [aw.is not yet pen] 


_ 15 the matter here sſuch Bp Tron wg abour cho Hat : 2 


Is there any Worſhi þ Oran If { 
Godand to- os Ne” 1s there: any: ety Pane 12 


If ſo, the. receiving Honour from one, another is that, | 
wh Fo woe the . Phariſees a 2 Nag from = Ae ; 


the Pair | of Jeſus, 2s: gre ead : .S0.what part 


is that in you hh y ſo hig kly_oFended? 3 15 Eck, not _ 


come of the ſame Line. and Stock with Nimrod that 


HON before:the Lord, wie he oux ” to have come . 
od ebeng Man. was Wroth 
icſling, "be himſelf | 


and "Ne 
Ls myo ori 
- be - Named, among whom. th, 
Frei Eo ns Hoh rw Honour - to. cher 
ely we <a; to.whom. the. Roy: 
Sl of ou mg Bow, nd wh LO 
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which in this- time. 0 * 


Re h ſet. _ 
TE 4 *E Is Men be Jas a : 
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they ſhall Tremble and _ 


7 | © y -- | | 7 LL, | 
"I The, Thi thing is, That he was ey at a 
Meeting of the Qudters, Anſwer, Ts that a Crime? 


Hhed, and in what Book of Record can we find that 
Law that forbids the being at a Quakers Meeting? 
"Seeing you are within the compaſs of the Seven U 
nited Provinces that are ſpoken of, ſo fir for granti 

of Conſcience. If you are not of char Mind 
Why do you 'not Publifh your ſelves to be of ang- 
ther Mind ? What, have you forgot your Fathers and 
Grandfathers already that ſuffered ſo deeply to pur- 
chaſe Liberty of Conſcience, and ſpent ſo-muech Blood, 
and Treaſure, and implored the Aid of Forreign 
Proteſtant Princes ( which was plenteouſly given 
them) that they might above all things leave you 
this Inheritance ; to wit, Liberty of Conſcience to 
meet" T ard Worſhip God' as you were or 
ſhould! be perfwaded ? ' And now, are you NONE. 
and $poilirig one another of this Inheritagee ? Whar 
are ye framing again the old totten pieces of Duke 
#4 Alua's Yoketo put itupon-the Necks wo bp Bre- 


thren; to'rell them what Meetings they mult” go to,. 
and what they muſt Believe, and what Religion they 
whuſt be df? Oh, Ftzerids! away with this Work or 
effec it Will tmdk& You Rink 'in+ the” Notrils of the 


Ntnidns, ano your Neighbours, and beſides j wil 
bring a Curſe Gel en oe 


Fourthly, 


| 
e 


* 
- 
_ 


ing,' &c. Now, Friends, 
$,are.£cither true or. falſe, if they are/true 
things are divulged at qur Meetings, why 
do not you or your Teachers manifeſt what, theſe per- 
nictous Errors are, that People may know them, and 
how they are oppoſite / to the Hal Scripture ?,, For 
1f;you.do not; do this, your bare aſſerting them to be 
ſo, will hardly carey -Authority with it to make.Pec- 
_ple-believe it, except the Rude Tumultuous Rabbtc 
that is readier to believe Lies than Truth; and 1n- 
deed, your Authority may prevail further with chem 
to ſtir them up. againſt the Truth, than it will to 
keep them in the Band of Sbrcty, and from filling 
the Streets with Tumults and Uproars. Bur if you 
intend the ſober fort ſhould believe you, then diſco- 
ver particularly what theſe hurtful and perilous [No- 
Qrines are, and how they are againſt the Seri of 
Truth; and if you cannot do it, ſet your Prieſts at 
work to do it, they have Wages enough to engage 
them to ſerve you, if they be not to high, for you; 
| and when you and they, haye done that, -we will We 
ho-more Meetings in Gronighen, but will come over 
ro YOu and take up. your Religion -if that it appears 
to be blamelcſs and according to the Scrjptare ; but till 
this be done, we cannot believe Mens Words, eſpecial- 


ly, ſuch Menas in contempt to the Spirits leading, 
Dezrex js for Oveas he ladiogrod' Spirit: F 
ſhame call this Word in agair «+ all 


| this 
"Ui the Sainesof Ojd 


SHR. 


(the Hpoſtle tell them if they didfo, they Nivilt live. _ .._ 
if And what now, rhuft webe Perſecnted fr being Led, GW 
' and Guided, and Drawn, and Conftrained by the 
\:Spirit? 'Oh Abominable ! if-you had beer born of 
i the Spirit; you could not have writtert fo, bat being 
 "bory'of th Fleſh, Perſecution is as natural to' you as 
it kth be to'fuch in former Ages bur that ſame 
Spirit 'that' perſecutes us for the leading of tlie Spi- 
ris; aixinoes ar 1s for the witneſſing of the Spirit, 
is that which perſecuted Chrift Jeſus in whont this 
Holy Spirit Lived without -Meafure; ' that' row | li- 
vethyin us iri Meaſure; ſo we know we are not grea- 
teb than our Totd; and if we pay ON ſuffer cir þ uf 
fake; he' will - plead our Cauſe wit 
- Bur Frietids,'T do charge theſe Words' oo IO TS nn 
be /falfe, and do require you in the Name of the 
'Lord' K rove them true if you can, and let us know 
 whar' thoſt Errors are ; for T do abſolutely deny the 
' rratter 'of Fatt” wherewith you charge us that 
our Nitetigh then -or at any other time 1s Mic any ſuch 
wt fo we ſhall leave it in-the ight. of 
mapa | Hill we "hear more particulat What 
Wfhicibis Etrors are charged” gant Us. 
Gl hes ou'fay ſuch things may not be tolera- 
rea” in a W Fr ry Common-wealth; but ought 
+o"be Punif <* Dp'you mean here your own 


Pneren's SF At oe KDE ſ5 "Zealous tb-preſerve; in 
STS. | 


(A 5year- 

"F L Uh 5a. 3 F IS.,. d 
A ho | An 'F ST 
v bt x theſe 
NY = i RY, S Rd iblick, EP NF og 


nanced, 
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nanced?- Doth not your Streets ſwarm with Ballad- 


WY V Singers, ;and-every. one or two. of them pets ſeve- 


ral. great. Meetings, in a day, ſome of them Singi 
ſach Horrible, Baudy, Filthy Things, as He. 7 
belieye.make- the; Whores in Rome and Venice Bluſh 
for ſhame ; ſee Stemme. Vaorman Jop, for one. with fe- 


veral others-that I found in your City. And is. this 


the Republick. that is ſo well Governed, that the Peo- 
ple of God may not Innocently meet together in it, 
to wait upon God, and to Exhort one another, and 
Build. up one. another m the, Faith of: Chrift the 

ight, but they muſt be puniſhed. , Oh Friends ! Tf 
either Men or Women had not loſt Shame and Mo- 
deſty, ſuch curſed abominable things could never be 
permitted in your hearts to be Sung; theſe things 
do not ſhew you to be ſuch a- well Govern'd Re- 
publick, but your Judgment is turned backward, 
and while you ſeek to terrifie them thataoe well, 
you-are the Countenancers of all manner of licenti- 
ous and ungodly Perſons, upon. whom: your Sword 
js to Iy.., And as for you Threatning we have 
only this to ſay, we ſhall do nothing in Contempt: 
of you or. your Authority, and. we hope. we ſhall got 
Seloer the-doing. of any thing that the Lord our God 
requires. at our Hands, knowing that it is better 'to. 
obey. God than Man, and have learned of Chriſt, 
who faid, I will tell you who. you ſhall Fear - Fear 
aot bim that can only kill the Bod and can go no. 


; farther, but, fear | hire that cam. kill both Soul and Bo- 
' dy and: can, caſt them-ynto Hell. $6 Out cauſe is be- 
. fore: the Lond, let him do with us or ſuffer" others 


w do: with. us as he pleaſeth, for his Will is' good 


and, 


and we are given up to do and ſuffer his Will ; - 

and if any Men be our Enemies for the Truth Sake, WW 
we dare not but love and pitty them, and when 
they know what they do, they will do-fo no more ; 
od in the mean time the Lord God of Heaven ſup- 
port us by his Power and living Preſence, in whieh 
15 that Life that we have hungered after. | 
And now a few Words to thoſe Scurrilous and 
Filthy Songs which are fung about your Streets con- 
 cerning the Quakers, which are as to us not worth 
the taking Notice of, but for your ſakes the Inha- 
habitauts of Groninghen, that the ſober among you 
may be ſtirred up to cry down ſuch ungodly and 
filthy Work ; as to us, we can well bear fuch things. 
Drunkards, made Songs of David, and the Rebelli- 
ous - of old Chanted to the Viol and Drunk their 
Wine in Bowles, but forgat the AfMiCtions of Joſeph, 
but theſe were they that were to go into Captivity. 
One of theſe nameleſs Songſters faith, That on the 
; Sixth of June when ye came from Church theſe _ 
. kers were diligent in their wicked Work. Here he 
_ hath Written like them that are or ſhould be wiſer, 
. he: hath in general Terms upbraided us with wicked 
Works, but not declared what that Work was, but 
. he faith the Iſſue was that they ſhould be Apprehen- 
-.ded and ſent to Priſon; now ſurely this was the 
. ame Spirit in the Schour, as is in this Ballad Singer ; 
| oor, the one pets in kn. __ ye 2g _ 
Fer. gives, a, Reaſon of the Work, y they 
"Bid bo Bok gnly Scongly. fa; the" Spirit didn. 
--gpd | Now the, Sptic. of GÞd did never beer ſhch 
ttnels in any of his rk that: they ſhbald 'rake 
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any Body ont of a quiet Meeting, and fend them to 


UYV Priſon; and the Spirit' of the Romans, which was 


but a: Manly Spirit , that was more Noble, than to 
condemn any Man to Priſon or Death, till his Cauſe 


was heard with his Accufers, except when they did 


it to- pleaſe the Religious Perfecuting Jews ; it was 
Below the Romans ſo to do. Now if this Spirit was 
not-the: Spirit of 'God, nor the Spirit of well ordered 
Men, -I leave the Reader to Judge, what for a Spirit 
it was, that ſtirred in the Magiſtrates to Perſecute , 
and in the Ballad-Singers to make Songs of it ; but 
it ſeems the Matter this Ballad-Singer fears, is that 
the Quakers will overturn his Church. Alas, alas! 
what, does your Foundation {ſhake already'? Is the 
Judgment of this World , and the Worldly Church 
come, that they are ſo moved ? Alas! theyare not ſuch 
kind of Inſtruments, as Fooliſh and Ungodly Songs. 
ſung about your Streets, can help your Church in 
this ſtrait. But then this Man takes in hand to. tell 
us, the right way to God, is to bow to Chriſt; his 
Diſciples were no Ballad-Singers, and they that bows-. 
ed to him, did not fear Rooting out of their Church 
as it ſeems he doth. But then he tells of hunting us 
out of 'the Land ; and that is very ſtrange, thar the 
Magiſtrates of Groninghen ſhould proclatm. their In- 
tentions in ſo weighty a Matter as this, by fuch He-. 
ralds as this; and how this. Pittiful Fellow came ſo. 
near the'Council-Chamber I know not ; that he ſhould: 
as well make a Song of the Lords: Intentions'as of 


* our: Sufferings. But I ſhalt leave that/ to them thar 


know better than T ;. but it ſeems both-theſe Works. 
are'carried 0n.1n a Sumpathy.. _ 
 TUETE: 


of Groning] ; ghen, py 249 © 


There is another Song. come to my Hand fince I 
came from Groninghen, called, De los Geſinde ſette der WY. 
Quakers, or Looſe Sect of the Quakers ; and this favours 
ſorncething like a work becoming a Prieſt, or ſuch like 
Man; and he faith, God ſows bis Ground with good 
Seed, and enquires how the Tares came? T anſwer 

rimary from the Devil , but inſtrumentally from 
his Miniſters: that have ſown ſuch a' Seed, as to tell 
People they muſt. all live in Sin all their Life long, 
and muſt never be delivercd from the Burden of their 
Sins as long as they live ; theſe are the Sceds-Men 
that gets 1000, x500 or 2000 .Guilders a Year for 
ſowing this bad Seed ;, and theſe are the Enemies to 
the true Dodtrine of the LI of Chriſt, that light- 
eth every Man that cometh into the World ; but 
theſe cannot deceive the +Elet. And whereas he 
ſpeaks of the Quakers hindering God's Honour, and 
weakning God's Heritage; alas, where is it ? Are 
Drunkards, Swearers and Lyers, and Perſecuters, 
God's Heritage ? No furely. Are Ballad-Singers and 
Mockers at the Holy-Ghoſt, are they to the Honour of 
God? furely no. 

But this Man: that made this Song, hath little 
Skill-in Honouring God ;- for if he had, he had not 
ſent forth {ſuch a Fatherleſs Brat as this into the World ; 
and as.to the choaking of the Good, which the Devil - 
ſeeks every Moment to do, he is 'now found.aQing 
the, Devil's part, in this ſame Work, to ſee if he can: 
help with: that . little Craft he hath, to choak the- | 
Gogd' : But I hope there's many in Groninghen,. that 
have.Underſtanding enough to judge ſuch Worksof 
Darkneſs as this, and to ſee thats is he —_ IDS 

Ort 
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forth in the Dragon's Hoſt, as one that would darken 
WGYV the-breaking forth of the Light, and would turn 
People from the Word in their Heart. And as for 
his Heap -of Lies, that we have perverted the Scrip- 
ture, and that we have witneſs by our Spirit, that 
that never was, and that we have that that is more pre- 
.cious'than the Life of the Apoſtles, I ſhall paſs oyer as 
a heap of Lyes', and bid him, when he makes ano- 
ther. Song, tell us who have done ſo, and ſet his Name 
to his Paper, and he ſhall have an Anſwer. But the 
Life of the Apoſtles was Chriſt, and he is our Life, 
and we know nothing more precious than that, nor 
ſeek for nothing, but that we may Win him, though 
it be'to the Loſs of all things elſe. And: as to out 
Judgment, he is blind, and cannot know it, nor 
-luch Vipers as he is, till they be cleanſed from their 
Filth ; and when he comes to know our Principle, 
he will teſtifie more againſt himſelf, than T now think 
todo: And he hath as little Skill what opens God's 
. Throne, and ſhuts up Hell, or what _—_ Heart 
15, as 1n all the reſt ; for in this thingy he is butlite 
a Fool prating of things which he hath heard, but ae- 
ver, knew nor underitood. And in 'the end nur, Pa- 
tience and Long-ſuffering, wilt be” found more like>a 
work of the Spirit, than all his Maliciqus Biting and 
Snarling , like a Dog at the Heels of the Innocent ; 
and dare not come to our Faces, or own his Work 
with. 11s Name. ,. And for his upbraiding-us @bout 
Grompel, and about the, Death of; the:King: of y- 
tand j' he Jbews his Knowledge. to che: as litele-as! his 
Hanefty ,. for there was not' the Namt- of 4 rater 
an Eng/api, when King Charles died; and; beſidgss'if 


he 
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he had either Read or Known, the Tenth partrof 
the Cruel Perfecutions we ſuffered under Cromwel, YWV 
and how many Thouſand of us he impriſoned, he 
would, it may be, have forborn that-part of his Song ; 
for we are a People that God hath raifed up, towit- 
neſs againſt the' Ungodly in all Nations and/Stations 
of Men, which hath corrupted the Earth, and-falled 
it with Abominations. And fo neither Crommet'nor 
Stewart, nor Dutch nor Engliſh, nor 'one nor-other , 
can have Unity with us, while they love their Wic- 
kednefs ; for as Chriſt ſaid, he that doth Evil, hates 
the Light; and then they muſt/needs hate ther Wit- 
neſs of 'it. © But at laft this Singer faith, he hath 
written this-as the Spirit hath witneſſed in Honeur 
to him to whom he bows. Now mark, he towhom 
he bows, is one with that Spirit that guides and 
moves him; ſo if it were the Spirit of God, then 
He doth it to the: Honour of God, and bows to him ; 
but ſeeing he hath uttered ſeveral Lies and Falfhoods, 
it appears plainly that is the Spirit of the Devil that 
hath led him; for there is no Lye of the Spirit'of 
Truth. Therefore his Work is to the Honour of 
the'Devil, and to him is he bowed like an obedient 
Child ; for the Devil is- the Father of . Lies, and at- 
ſo of Liars, of which he is one, and his Lies ma- 


ny. | 


' '$0-Frienas; 'T have with as much Brevity as: may 
be; touched ar theſe things ,'and what Thave written, 
F have'writtenin 'an Univerſal” Love to you'all und 
' do-deſfirey) that F may! hear you grow Wiſer and Con- 
"ſiderate, and not like a'company of Mad People, run 


On 


—— 
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an:Heaps, you know not wherefare;; but; asiyou axe 
WAV called Chriſtians, and Reformed ones:y00, fhew forth 
Fruits-of Sobtiety ;'-and if yaur Prieſts think that 
-#-your City; ate deluded ,,if they.be Spiritual, 

p them take their-Spiritual Weapons and convince 


them! tvLoveand Tenderneſs.;-and'abtfhew them. 
felves'fo- like the Shrine-Makers at" Epheſus, 'toi cry 
Help Mew of Ifrucl . 0 help Schoar, and help 


Burghermaſters, and help Wild and Rude People, and 
Boys in the Street, Oh /- ſhame of theſe things, and 
let your Prieſts buckle on: their Armour like Men, 
and maintain their Church and, Doctrine,.and Reli- 
10n to be: Apoſtelical , and tet us -haveshiberty to 
f in their Synagogues every Sabbath-Day, as 
at-was'.in the Apoſtles time; and if any on their 
jpart,- 0r:0n ours offer Violence, -let the Schoat lay his 
Hand upon ſuch. For methinks it is a-pitiful Caſe, 
that you that are Burghers, Shop-keepers and Mer- 
chants, and the like, ſhould be fain to help the Learn- 
ed Drvines, ſo called; in a Matter-of Regen, and 
that you muſt uſe your civil Power to defend them 
and their Religion, againſt their Adverſarics, and 
Antagoniſts, when, they come againſt them, ;with 
nothing but Arguments and Scripture, and ſuch like 

- ns | | . | 


Conſider theſe things, and ſtand {till a little in Cogl- 
neſs, and God will open your Underſtandings, and 
'give:you Wiſdom how to' do ia! this! Martex 3 fo 
as'that the Lord may bleſs you and your City, ani 
you: may all endeavour in your reſpective Places, to 
{top the Flood -of Iniquity and Wickednels;; ayd o 
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prevent the Curſe of God , which otherwiſe hangs 


over your Heads. 
And ſo Friends, in the light of God , I feel my 


ſelt clear concerning you , having warned you once 
and again; and if ye hearken and hear, it will be 
well; if ye ſhut your Ear to Counſel, and harden 
your Heart to InſtruQtion , I ſhall retura to my Reſt 
with the Lord, and ye ſhall know in the Day of your 
Calamity, that a Prophet and a Meſſage God 


hath-been among you. 
I am 4 Friend to you all, and'to all Mex, and one that 
—_— the good of all, and waits in Patience 
ro fee Zion's Redemption. 


Stephen Criſp. 
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TO THE 


BAPTISTS: 


HOLLAND 


WETH A 


OUERY 
For them to Anſwer. 


Friends, 


HE Occafion of my Writing to you at pre- 
fent”, is from your felves. Some of you'may 
remember , how that about Two Months fince, 
L being at the Houſe of Facob Arients mn Dezype, bas 
veral of your Peoptt came imto the faid Ho 
'defired to have {6me Diſcourſe or Confererice 2h 
/" us, 'which we 'very ig bo Tor cine of. And fo 
- Diſcourſe having paſſed ſeveral $\' AS a- 


bout the Linkt © in the Conſcience ; about « Ree ; 
about 


R_ 


"TC. 
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to ſpeak about ; and they asked me, if I did not be- 
lieve,' that the Diſciples of Chriſt did make uſe of 
outward Water in Baptiſm? I granted that. I did 
believe they! had {op ſometimes done, but I did not 
find in the Scripture, where their Command was for 
ſo doing ; but that Baptiſm having been in uſe, and 
that by Commiſſion from God given to Fohn,it was not 
eaſily left off ; but in time the Apoſtles did hold forth 
to the Believers, one Baptiſm. And fo after many 
Words ſpoken about this matter, I asked a Queſtion, 
which now I am free to publiſh, becauſe as yet I 
can get no Anſwer. For at that time when I preſſed 
for an Anſwer, you ſeeing what would come, which 
way ſoever you anſwered, you did like the Phar:- 
ſees of old, Matth. 21. 27, When Chriſt asked if the 
Baptiſm of John was from God or from Man, though 
they were Convinced in their Conſciences it was 
from God, yet they Lied, and faid they could not tel] ; 
and fo though you were convinced in this matter, 
what to have anſwered ; yet becauſe you thought 
that the ſpeaking the Truth, was not for your pur- 
fe, therefore you anſwered , We cannot tell, So I 
1d, that if you could give me an Anſwer the next 
Day, I ſhould willingly hear it ; but though ſeveral 
came. to the Mceting ,. yet-I had no Anſwer. I de- 
ſired ther there prefent, to. put the Query to their 
$4,409 lct them,af they could anſwer: it , 


| , wrige their; Anfwer , and ſend,it to. HW, Williams, at 
finer thr might have it. -But.to this Day I 
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ear of. no Anſwer, and therefore finding it needful 
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— to be anſwered, I have thus openly: and publickly 

WOLY ket it forth, that-ſo all that are concerned, wy take 
"notice: thereof. And if any of you that. could''not 
then, tell, can now anfier it, = may ; and if-any 
other on, your Behalf will , I-ſhall be willing: to're- 
caye an Anſwer; for it isa thing; needful-to-be 
known; for I cannot believe that they: that have rhis 
one Baptiſm, can be ignorant what it 1s; > 


The Queſtion is this, 


That whereas the Apoſtle in his Epiſtle- to the F- 
pheſians, Eph. 4+ 5. faith, There is one Lord, -one Faith, 
one Baptiſm : T asked what that one Baptſnr was? 
Whether the Apoſtle in this Place did” intend” that 
Baptiſm which in Scripture is called the Baptiſm of 2 
John, which I confeſſed was with outward Water, 
or whether he intended the Baptiſm of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which in Scripture is called the Baptiſm of 
Chriſt ; and I urging and preſſing for at” Anſwer , 
you told: me you-could not tell; ne Wh 

Now Friexds, qt + - is needful tobe known, 
both by you and us, and by alt Men; therefore con- 
fider it, if the Baptiſm be but one, and you be ig- 
norant of that ane, then have you none, or as 1ll 
as none ; for if ir be but one, and you take up an- 
other thing in the ſtead of that one, it is impoſſible 
it can produce: that effet which the one true Bap- 
tim would do ; and fo conſequently is as bad as none. 
So Search your ſelves, Friends, for by your Diſcourſe 
you have given me ground to ſuſpe&t you are as 
much Strangers tothe one Faith, that gave the Saints 

a 


I Loteer fromvaphen Ch. Jo 


a' Victory over the World, as you are to the one Bap 


tiſm that makes clean the Conſcience , and is the WWW 


Anſwer of a good Conſcience in the Sight of God, 
1 Pet, 3. 21. And where theſe Two are wahting, 
and. their Effects, there is nothing enjoyed or known, 
that iis profitable: to: Salvation.  And+ though Men 
talk -of theſe things, and- make Profeſhon ot them; 
yet where their Fruits do not appear, it is manifeſt 
the things themſelves are not there, but a bare talk. 
So Friends ſearch your Hearts, and conſider your 
Ways, and turn your Minds to the Light of - the 
Lord: Jeſus Chrift, who is the true Light that en- 
lightneth every one- that cometh into the World. 
And.as you wait in that, it will give you an Un- 
derſtanding in things you yet know not, and make 

ou-able in ſimplicity to anſwer this Queſtion, and 
alſo make. you Partakers of this one Baptiſm, which 
is my: Hearty defire for you. 


So. 1 expett your Anſwer , either by Writing or Print, 
4s you will, and remain a"Friend to the Truth, and 
aus that wiſhes well to all Men. 4, 


Stephen. Crifp.. 
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TESTIMONY 


CONCERNING 


- Edward Graunt 


COLCHESTER. 


from his Youth upward,ſought after theKnow/led 

of the right way of the Lord with great Diligence,a 
anfera? his Profeffion with an Honeſt and Upright 
Converſation, and was a conſtant Worſhipper of God, 
in that way which appeared to him moſt agreeable 
ro. the Scripture of Truth, which faith , Separare the 
Precious from the Vile. And was one of the firſt that 
"embraced the Light 6f the IO ot q at 

"Thined forth in his and our Hearts, at.the' Ptezchtin 
© of the Goſpel. And in that Light hath he” had his 
Converſation for the ſpace 'of almoſt Nine' [om : 
without 


F Edward Graunt, a Man of near Seventy Years, who 
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without wavering; holding ſtedfaſtly the Faith of 


the Truth, and keeping in the Unity of the Body. WV 


In which time he hath valiantly and patiently ſuffer- 
ed many things, at the Hands of them that have lift 
up their Arm and Power againſt the Truth, and them 
chat wall thrin; partly for his. Teſtimony that.he 

borne to the fame, py for the Teſtirho- 
ny that he hath borne againſt the Falſe Prophets , 
and Deceitful Workers, who have ſhelter'd them- 
ſelves under the divers Powers that have been in be- 
ing, in theſe Nine Years aforeſaid. And as he hath 
formerly- been taken notice-of to be one of the firſt 
in Co to the Aſſemblies of the People of God, 
thereby ſetting a good Example unto the Younger 
ſort. So he continued in theſe late Cruel and Bloody 
Days of Perſecution ; and endured many fore 
Blows, at ſeveral times, at which he was not deterred 
from. that Teſtunony and Witneſs which God had 
raiſad'him upto bear for his Name. 

Now in the end of his Generation, but upon. the 
Sixth Day of the Eleventh Month, this good Man 
eame. to.the Place where Friends did- uſually. ,m:y:, 
ſoon after the "Tenth Hpur of the Day, and having 
ſtood there with a few more about ba an Hour, 
came the 'Troopers, Riding upon. them, and did very 

xypully beat this Old Man on his Head, Shoulders, 
Back and Arms, and having received many Blows, 
he. went Home , .and continued very fore of thoſe 
ows z. but, Was walking up.and down ſeveral Days. 
n. it; pleaſed God to. viſit him with great Pains 
f a former , Trouble alſo ; ſo that he began- to keep 
is Bed, And ſometimes during the time of his Lying 

{0 


7 360 "Y A Teſtimony concerning Edward Graunt. 


- . .. foill, he was heard to fay, he felt more of his Blows 
CGYW than he did at firſt ; and fo he lay ſometimes ſenſible 
of the Pains of his Troable, and ſometimes the Pain 
of Blows; ſo that he was in great Miſery in the out- 
ward Man , but armed with a t me of Pa- 
tiegce; and: having one Side ſomewhat” fwell'd,” he 
was taken notice of ſeveral times to raiſe Blood, ar 
the laſt Words that he was heard to ſpeak, he com- 
lain'd of his Head , took a Hankerchief, and blew 
1is Noſe, and hard Clotted Blood came forth, which 
was this Morning ; and that which is remarkable, 
that that very Day Month, about the very ſame Mi- 
nute, as near as can be reckoned, that he was fo 
Beaten and Abuſed about the ſame Minute he depar- 
ted this Life; and left his Bruiſed and Afiitted Bo- 
dy behind him, a Witneſs, yea,” and his laſt Witneſs 
againſt their Cruelty ; until their Cruelty riſeth up 
in Judgment againſt them, in the great Day of Ac- 
count, who Repent not. . So that the” Lord hath 
marked out the Hour and Minute for a Memorial of 
their Cruelty, in cauſing him in the ſame Hour and 
Minute to finiſh and compleat his Teſtimony ; and 
in Peace and Patience to reft with himſelf. | 


Stephen Criſp. 
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M16 ALESIS UT þ ors ai «a F, 
Ye Lambs of the Green Paſture! ' Ye Sheep of 
my Father's Fold ! Ye who by the Word of 

ite. are made acquainted with the power of Rege- 
neratipn, and..are born into the Nature of the Lamb's 

Innocency, and grown up in the vertue of Since- 

rity, Oh ! how Glorious is your Appearance? mine 

Eye beholdeth, and my Heart is raviſhed ; my Soul 

ſhall praiſe the God of my Life for ever and ever 

4 your behalf. From the Hill have I viewed you, 


looked , 


om the High 2000 of my Refuge have I 
Z 


GST Crip. 


' - . looked on you; m i Is opened , and I ſee you Wn 
LV the Flock of unde led Lambs in whom my God is 
Glorified. Oh! feed ye, 'and be ye nouriſhed ;. for 
your Paſtures are enlarged, and your Shepherds Care 
rr youg. his Arm is able. to. er /ou fromre- 
Beaſtbf the Feld, By Day al be feed you 
by is Pleaſant Paſtures, and by he will he 
you in a Fold of Reſt, Oh! my Beloved. Friends, 
this is the Day of which we- have ſpoken, and in 
which not only the Words, but the Nature muſt be 
manifeſted :-, And ye who bear the Lamb's Image, and 
grow in: his/ Nature ,, firft being; / roved;,;. Il be 
preſerved, and dlivered y and in the Day of. Tryal 
feel the Word of Patience ; for that ſtayeth the 
an hts, and keepeth ſatisfied. in the preſent State. 
1re is the Glory of the Saints, who only of 
al Ss Children of ha, can Glory in Tribulation, 
and can grow then in Patience. Now doth the Glo- 
m_ S:o#'s Daughters appear to be within wa = 
is a-continual Spring, wAtey'; her 
Sons are armed with Power, to tread down C 
and. Alterations , and dwell in the; Dominion over 
Trouble. Glory, Glory, to the God of cork 
who k us, who guardeth Len who 
his Choſen Ones, and leads them. to t erate ©, 
keeps our Head' covered therein, :that the Ty 
cannot wound it. ' 
-. And here, my Dearly Beloved; Ne Polley 
ers, iq the Geopratipn, gf 
mY. Men with RAIY prele Kh rea: Tt of 
Bars I be PRI hls Bot e 
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may be Perfetted, and we all may learn the Heavenly + 
and Internal Knowledge, Senſeand Feeling one of an- 
other,-by. ſinking into, and waiting in the Spirit of 
the Father , by which the whole Body is knit and 

united together ; and who knows us not in this, is | 
not truly of us; for as we have faid, Declarations 
and 'Propheeies muſt ceaſe, but the Word which be- 
sand gives Life, abides for ever , and is the daily 
read which , is ſet before the Mercy Seat , in the 
Houſe of our God , of -which none. may Eat, but 
thoſe who are Santtified, Waſhed and Clean, accor- 
ding to the Law, and are Witneſſes of the Offering, 
that makes 'Atonement ; and theſe may now feed 
together, being Nouriſhed, and grow Strong, as well 
as ever ; becauſe the Enemy cannot rob you of your 
Food, and your Water. Therefore Eat, O Friends, 
and Drink abundantly of the New Wine, well Re- 
fined ; let your Hearts be Glad, and let your Souls 
xejoyce.in the Promiſe , for this is the Day of the 
Lamb's Battel, and the Day of his ViQtory is near 
at Hand, wherein the Carcaſes muſt be buried out 
of Sight , and all Dead Worſhip without Life put 
under, and the Living Worſhip of the Living God, 
exalted more and more. Therefore Rejoyce ye, 
.and I {ay again Rejoyce. Let your Hearts be Stiong, 
b ny Bel ved Friends, and'Cortffort' ye your telvts 
'therein, 'and-one another , and Love one anbtiter. 
*Let the Spirit of Loye abound inyou, one towards 
| £b* 2” © another, 


Penn CO 
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em 


another, in how much ye ſee the Enemy ſeeks to 


WY VV diſcomfort you. Mark the Weak among you in'True 


Love and Compaſſion: Beware of the Wiles of thoſe 
that are Crafty, who ſeek to lead from the Simpli. 
* city;of the Goſpel.” Keep-your Teſtimany alive-ig 

all things, wherein'ye are required by —_— and 
be not Terrified at all that is, or May comb to pals. 


And the God of Peace and Power, of Eternal Love 
»and Truth, preſerve you all Faithful to the End, to 
the Everlaſting Conſolation of your Souls, and Glos« 
ry of his great Name ; for the Sake whereof he hath 
Saved ns, and Deliyered-us, and wHl' yer deliver us; 
To whom be Everlaſting Praiſes, and Holy "Thankf- 
giving for ever and ever, Amen, 


Stephen Cr iſp, 


AN 


EPISTLE 


FROM 


Stephen Criſp 


SY 


FRIEN DS: 


Early Beloved in the Truth, of whom TI have at 

this timea living Remembrance in the livingFel- 
towſhip into which the Lord of his Infinite Goodneſs 
and Mercy hath called you, and to this Day pre- 
ſerved you, who have with —_—_— waited upon 
him. Dear Hearts, in Love unteigned do I dearly 
falute you all, deſiring your ſtedfaſtneſs and rowth 
in- the precious Truth ; and that ye may be daily 
more and more eſtabliſhed in the Grace of God, by 
which ye are called to be his Witneſles in that _; 
that 
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that you may witneſs the ſufficiency of. his Grace 
GY. who hath called you, let your Temptations and Frials 
be what they may. For, Dear Friends, this is a cer- 
tain Saying, and worthy to be believed, That all T enup- 
tations to Evil, both inward and outward , of what ſort 
ſoever they be, do ſprin from that Power which God wit 
in time bring down, pa, reak to pieces for his Stead) s / ave. 
And they that abide low in the lowly Seed, ſhall be- 
hold their Deliverance with Rejoycing , and ſhall 
Blefs the God of their Salvation for ever : But if any 
one in the Hour of Temptation, lifts up himſelf a- 
bove that tender Principle that teacheth a whole De- 
pendance upon God ; then ſuch a one ſeems Wiſe and 
Strong in his own Eyes, but by and by falleth into 
the Snare of the Enemy, and then fees his own 
Weakneſs and Folly, it may be when it is too late. 
Therefore let every one be =—_ the pure Fear of 
God, waiting daily to feel his Strength renewed 
through the Spirit of Chriſt that worketh, in us, .both 
the.Will and allo the Deed : And fuch as have their 
fole Dependance upon God in the Faith of his Son, 
take no care how to paſs through - the; Trials -and 
'Difficulties of their Day, but as Children of a-Ten- 
der Father, they caſt their Care upon-God, who. cares 
for them, for his Names fake, and. brings them 
thorow and over all, in his own time and.manner ; 
and then have ſuch Experience, and can ſpeak a Word 
"to the Weary Soul, fromthe, Senſe.of what;(God 
; hath; dofle for them, ; 16:13 2dmal 18x01 ,9101 
»;\; 50, Dear Hearts, now. you know:the. way of:God, 
; Walk in it with an Upright and an Humble Mindzaod 
ler your Cries ariſe to: God, for, the;Planting and 
— | Spreading 
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Sprebeng his Name; and let your Life fo ſhine in 
the Beauty of Holineſs, that the Mouths of all Truth's WV 
Enemies may be ſtopped , and the Sober Inquirers 
after the Truth, may be reached by your Faithful- 
neſs and Tnnocency, which is the loudeſt Trumpet that 
ear found out God's Praiſe in the Earth. And with- 
out this Life, all Preaching and Teſtimony 1s to no 
purpoſe , but tends to the Condemnation of them 
that makes Profeſſion of that they enjoy not. 

And my Friends, you know how. the Good Seeds- 
Man hath ſown a good Seed in and among you ; and 
no doubt- but the Evil Seeds-Man is ſtill watching to 
ſow his Evil. Seed ; but be you all diligent to keep 
it out,” and watch over that Ground in your own 
Hearts, -which cannot receive any Evil Seed of what 
Sort or Kind ſoever. For in the good Seed which is 
Chriſt, ye have Life, ye have Comfort, ye have 
Heavenly Fellowſhip, by the Flowing forth of the 
Love of God in your Hearts one toward another.- But 
where ever the Enemies Seed is ſown and received, 
that brings in Death, Sorrow and Diſcord, -and' be- 
gets hard Thoughts and Jealouſies in the Minds, and 
takes away the fight of the Single Eye; which can 
ſee the Single Heart in one another. And if this be ſtood 
ina while, it deſtroys the tender Birth of the true 
Seed, in the Womb, and begets and brings forth a 
falſe Birth in his room , which exalts it elf in the 
ſight of things, which it muſt never inherit, There- 
fore, Dear Lambs, that p may abide tg the End,.and 

/nechmpliſh/ your Holy Teſtimony, with Toy t9, th 

-Gloty of God; and to yotir Everlaſting Rejoycing, I 
lay *apain, keep in the tender, lowly frame 0 _ 
THY} whic 
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&YV will witneſs a growing up 1n Strengt 
ftandi 


which ye have learned in the Truth, in which ye 
h and Under- 


. =, Dear Hearts, love one another with the ſame 
Love wherewith the Lord hath loved you ; which 
is that Love that forgives Treſpaſſes, and covers 
Offences. And hereby ye will always have a ſenſe 
of each others Life and Sincerity , and be tender 0- 
ver the Good in one another, and travail for one 
another's Growth and Proſperity. For this Love 
teacheth to lay no Burdens upon one another , but 
to help bear each others Burdens, as Chriſt Jeſus hath 
taught. And while this love dwells in your Hearts, 
there is no room for Evil Thoughts, nor for Jealou- 
fies, nor evil Surmiſings : But whatever is ſeen in 
another that is not right, this Love conftrains the 
one, to deal uprightly with the other ; and the 0- 
ther feeling the Vertue of this Love is conſtrained, 
thereby to ſubmit to the Word of Exhortation for 
the Lord's fake, and fo both are Comforted and Re- 
freſhed together. | 

And, Friends, wait diligently, daily to feel the Life 
of your Teſtimony renewed 1n your Souls ; that ye 
may know the way of God to be ſtill the New and 
the Living way. And this will keep you from faint- 
ing, by reaſon of the length of Time, that ye bear 
the Croſs and Sufferings, and Reproach of the Go- 
{pel ; for when _ Life and Inward Conſolation is 
renewed, as well as your {Exerciſes and Trials, there 


can be no wearinels, 


And 


Aw. tte tt. ft. 


i 
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And this keeps out of all dead Formality, which 
all-other Profeſſors falls into, when they h 
tle Life of their Teſtimony, then retain a formal 
Profeſſion , which ſtands -1n Words and outward 
Things, which neither pleaſes God, nor brings Com- 
fort to their. Souls ++ - "ot rh 
© But you, Dearly Beloved, wait in Diligence, for 
the Dew-of - Heaven; daily to water ' the Plant of 
God, that ye may be fruitful to him that hath Planted 
you, and may receive his Bleſſings in your Boſoms, in 
your Families, and in your Meetings, and your Souls 
may Praiſe his Name for ever. 

And Friends, let none be diſcouraged at the Pro- 
ſperity of the Ungodly , nor at the length of their 
Day, but in the Univerſal Spirit, feel the Proſperi- 
ty of the Seed which is ariſen to poſleſs the Gate of 
its Enemies, and is proſperous in the Hand of the 
Lord in many Lands and Countries : And Truth 
Reigns over the Head of Deceit, and treads it down, 
and breaks the Head and Power of the Serpent, ac- 
cording to the Promiſe of God. And they that Be- 
lieve, make not haſte, but wait in the Patience of 
Chriſt, to ſee the'Glorious Work which is nand 
carried on in the Lord's Time, every one fulfilling 
their own =_ in their Day ; and being then ga- 
thered to their Fathers, they lay down their Heads 
believing, that he that hath 
finiſh it to his own Glory and 


in the Faith, RR__ 

- begun the Work, wi 
Honour. 

So, Dear Friends, the God of my Life Bleſs you, 


Preſerve and Proſper you in his Bleſſed Teſtimony 
to 


Aaa 


5 
1ave loſt- 


Gi ans 


- 


_ 
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to which he hath Called you, and Strengthen you, 

GY V and give you Wiſdom, fo to walk as ye have heard 
and learned from the beginning, that in the end ye 
may reſt in him, with all the Faithful. 


This is the earneft Breathing and Deſire of your Trke 
Friend, in the Fellowſhip of the Goſpel of Peace, 


Stephen Criſp. 


, AN 


EPISILE 


FROM 


Stephen Criſp 


T O 


FRIENDS 


IN THE 


NOR T H-: 


Ear and Truly Beloved, in the Everlaſting Seed, 

and Holy Covenant of Life Eternal, doth my 

Soul falute you with Love unfeigned ; for by the ſame 
Holy Pure Spirit by which we have been Comforted 
and Refreſhed in one another many a time, when 
Aaa 2 we 


— 


In Epiſtle from Stephen Criſp, 


———— IN 


kt. th. 


' we have been together, by the ſame are you brought 
WWW into » | Remembrance, and my Spirit gives Thanks 


to God daily on your Behaff, (to whom I amKnit 
and united by a Band unſeparable) becauſe of your 
Preſervation/in the Faith, and Patzence: of Jeſus our 
Head : That though the- Mountains have ſwelPd to 
a great height, and the: Waves of the Raging Sea 
have rowled fo violently againſt the Rock ot. your 
Dwelling , yet you are where- you were, and your 
Faith is confirmed through your Tribulations, and: 
your Patience enlarged through the Exerciſe thereof. 
Oh ! Dear Lambs, what hath our God done for us ? 
His Arm hath been underneath-in all our Trials, elſe 
we muſt needs haye fainted long ere: now 2; But 
herein doth my Soul rejoyce, that your Teſtimon 
doth live, and that all the ſtrength of Darkneſs hat 
not ſlain it, but it remains as a Crown upon your 
Heads. . Oh my Dear Friends, let no Man take awa 
this your Crown, and/let none loſe the Price he hath 
already paid ; for if any Man ſuffers his Teſtimony 
to fall, after he hath begun tq bear it, he loſeth his 
Sufferings that he hath: ſuffered, and it,.1$ not ac- 
counted unto.him but as a Reproach. ; as he that be- 
an to build a Houſe and conld not finiſh it. There- 
ore, Dear Hearts , you that have. this Glorious Te- 
ſtimony of Salvation and of Life committed to 
you, be tender and- careful of it, as of your moft 
Choice Treaſure, and count it not a ſmall thing that 
God hath done for you ;- for no Honour. is-like unto 
this Honour, nor no Freedom like the being a Faith- 
ful Servant of: God ; for it hath the Reward: of this 
Life, and of that which is to come. But alas, my 
Dear 


— 


to Friends in the North. 
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Dear Friends, none can accompliſh this . Bleſſed Te- 


ſtimony.in theſe Days of, Tryal, but. thoſe alone who WW 


know'-the' daily renewing -of that power by which 
we were called unto it... And none. feels that renew- 
ing , biit they that idaily wait upon the: Lard,, who 
is the Well{pririg -0f al our i Strength ;and*Refreſh- 
Thent': And -whenſoever/ any comes. to- flight-their 
Watch, and to negleC&t their waiting upon God, , the 

are but as thoſe who” forſake the Fountain, and fo 
grow Dry. and Barren,- and Unfruitful to God, or 
to their own Good. So keep your, Dependance upon 
the Lord,” that ye may abide, for he abideth; and 
they that are built upon him alone, do alſo abideun- 
'to the'ehd ;* for the- Unehangeable Power. is that 


which doth make you Unchangeable in your Teſti- 


mony :And as-yon dwell in that, you have the Pro- 
miſe, *and..cannot. be brought to naught, as many 
have been, who have been exalted in Þ 

and 'grown careleſs of the Croſs , who are already 
fallen, and -ſet forth as Lor's Wife once was, as an 
Enfatnple of ' the Judgment of God. But ſuch as 
have thelr Dependance upon the Lord alone, feel 
cauſe in themſelves 'to be Humble and Lowly Mind- 
ed; and although they be jayned. to the Power of 
God in the Covenant of his Light, yet ſelf is kept 
in the Death, and the Confidence is in the Power, 


and the Honour of all is given to that which is Eter- . 


nal, and not to the Creature, though never ſo pure. 
And they who thus in the true Humility, give the 
Honour of their Standing and Pretervation unto the 
Lard, and not unto tliemſelves, nor their Parts, Wirs, 


Underſtandings nor Relolutions, thefe doth God fſut- 


ficiently 


e.Knowledge, 


pr IR 
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ficiently Honour with his Glory and Preſence, and 
WYVV ſupports them in all their Exercifes : But whoever 
comes to diſregard the Power, and thinks to ſtand 
by what he knows and hath ſeen, he ſtands but in 
a ſlippery Place. 

And, Dear Friends and Brethren , remember to 
keep Holy the Sabbath of your Reſt in Chriſt which 
is now come, and fee that you reſt from your La- 
bours, and 'Toyling your Spirits in the Earth and 
Earthly things ; and whoever feels a Burden , lay it 
off, whatever it be, that ye may poſſeſs all things 
in the free Spirit that looks not at the value of any 
thing in compariſon of the Truth, remembring the 
Words of our Lord, that where the Treaſure is, the 
Heart will alſo ve. So that thoſe whoſe Heart 1s in 
a Wife, in a Husband, in Children, in Trade, in 
Riches, in Houſe and Lands, or whatever elſe, fo far 
that they cannot willingly give them up for the 
Truth; theſe are ſuch a one's Treafure, and this 
Treaſure is ' in the Earth; and the Heart is there, 
whatever they profeſs. And theſe things come to 
be the Gods in the Secret Chambers, beſides the 
Lord ; and fo his firſt and laſting Commandment, 
who ſaid, Thou ſhalt have none other Gods beſiaes 
me, is broken ; and this brings Guilt and Burdens 
upon the Soul, and then thou canſt not keep the 
Spiritual Sabbath to God , for no Burden muſt be 
born thereon. But he that is entered into the Reſt; 
is ceaſed from his own Works, as God did from his; 
and ſuch keep the Sabbath holy. 
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So,Dearly Beloyed, caſt away that Labour and Toy] 
which hath made ſome to walk uncomfortable in the WV 
way, and ſome to faint and fall from it; and lift up 
your Hearts-to God in the Faith, and yu up your 
{elves and all things to his Will; and there comes 
an end of all your Cares, faving only to be found 
doing his will ; in your Generation. 

And in this blefſed Service is my Joy and my Fel- 
lowſhip with you, and all the Faithful in Chriſt Jeſus, 
in whoſe love my Heart 1s at this time enlarged to- 
wards you, beyond what Words can utter. Yet ha- 
ving no new thing to write unto you, but the very 
ſame which we have heard and learn'd from the be- 

inning, to wit, that glorious Teſtimony of the Re- 
urretion of Life and of Salvation , which God 
thorough the manifeſtation of his Son hath commit- 
ted unto us to bear. In which blefſed Teſtimony 
I ftill Jabour in the ſtrength of the Lord, and he 
hath bleſfed me therein, and cauſed me by the Ope- 
ration of his Divine Love, to ſound the ſame Goſpel 
unto ſeveral Countries and Nations in the Eaſtern 
Parts of the World, where a Door of Utterance is 
opened unto me ; and many have believed and obey- 
ed the Truth, 


And having now been in Ezglard, viſiting the 
Churches about Four Months, I am again in the Will 
of God about to croſs the Seas ; though I much de- 
fired firſt to have ſeen your Faces in the Northern 
Parts, whom my Soul dearly loves ; but the 'Necef- 
ſities of other Nations and Countries, brings - Con- 

raint 
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| ſtraint upon -me -at this time -to omit it. - But the 
| WY Salutation:of my Love abounds towards you ; and 
| I pray God: give: you a living Senſe thereof in your 
Selves, to the comforting and refreſhing of every taith- 
ful one among you. ith 
[: Farewel, And the 'God of Peace Multiply and In- 
| creaſe his Goodneſs in all your Souls, and preſerve you 
| all alive to himſelf, to bear his Holy Teſtimony a- 
| mongft his Enemies, that the World may know that 
| he is Riſen, that ſaves and preſerves from falling. To 
whom belongs Everlaſting Honour, Everlaſting Re- 
| nown and Dominion for ever-and evermore. 


.Your Dear Friend and Brother in the Truth, and Come 
panion in the Kjngdom, Patience and Tribulations 


of J eſus, 
Stephen Criſp. 
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AN WFYNVg 


EPISILE 


FROM 


Stephen Criſp 
FRIENDS 


IN THE | 
EASTERN PARTS. 


Dearly Beloved Friends, 


N that Love that is better felt than expreſſed, do 

I dearly falute you, as having a true Senſe of 

a Service to which the Lord God hath called you in 
that Place, to witneſs to his Name which is Holy, and 
muſt be exalted in the Earth , and the Power 1s ma- 
Bbb king 


[Sy 


pear pup n prune nn 

o you hurt 3 | in that w an 
Underſtahding and Diſcerning between the Clean 
and the Unclean ; that among the Multitudes that 
come to you , you may know what to Feed, and 
what to Famiſh ;* to whom ye may Open, and to 
whom ye muſt Shut ; for it is not lawful to gi 
Holy things to Dogs, nor wiſdom to caſt Pearl before 
Swine , but to feel the Seed, and to wait for the 
gentle Showers that falls from the Everlaſting Hills 
upon it, both in you and in them; that ſo ut may 
come 'up, and Anſwer to your Life, and to your 
Obedience and SubjeQtion ; and that the World may 
ſee you. are-not your own, but that you are given 
up to obey him that hath Bought you and R 

you both in Word and Deed. 

Dearly Beloved, My Heart is full of Love to- you, 
and my Prayers are for you ; and I believe the Lord 
will do you þ , and bring you into a good Ex- 
perience of things relating to the Kingdom of God, 
which may be for the Service of his Church, and 
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Fe ANOTHER 
EB PISTLE 
F RO M 
| WY 
Stephen Criſp, 
To | 
FRIENDS. 
Dearly Beloved Friends, | 
N the Fellowſhip of that Pure Spirit by which 


. the Lord hath reached unto us, and quickned 
us, and brought us from that Sleep and Death of 
Sin, and made us ſenſible of a Life that is Eternal : In 
this Holy Fellowſhip , I fay ,. doth my Soul dearly 
falute you ; earneſtly. breathing unto God, who 1s 
our Fountain, that he may daily multiply his Grace, 

- Mercy 


C——— 
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_ and Peace upon you, and in you all; and 
may by the influence of his good Spirit, and ble. wwwe 
ſed Preſence, make up unto you, that which others 
in Englandand elſewhere do enjoy, and you want ; 
viz, The many Precious Opportunities of being 
Comforted together in our General and Large Meet- 
ings, and the large flowings forth of the Spirit in 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel. | 

But, Friends, The Lord our God can be all, and 
will be all in all unto you that truſt in him; and 
this know, you are often in our remembrance, and 
that Spirit of Life that is in us, doth often bring 

to mind for Good , as Members of the ſame 

y , nouriſh'd by the ſame Bread, by which we 
live. And, my Dear Friends, your Teſtimony for 
God, in that howling Wilderneſs, ( where S:oz our 
Mother, and all her Children are yet in Suffering ) 
is very dear and precious in the fight of God, and 
of me'his Servant : IT have with Comfort and Re- 
freſhment to my ſelf, and many Brethren , been 
drawn forth to ſpeak of what I faw and felt among 
you, as to your patient and joyful Suffering for the 
Goſpel ſake in which you have believed. 

And now, Dear Hearts, go on in the Name of 
the Lord, till zour Teftimony is accompliſhed, and 
let your Truft be alone-in God, who hitherto hath 
made way for you beyond expettation ; and will 
ſfhll take the care of you , as' a Father over his 
Children; and have a care that.nothing be ſuffered 
or permitted among you , that hurts your Tefti- 
'mony for God' and his Bleffted Name : Oh Friends ! 

iT. 
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tience, and commit the Work to God , , who will 
WYV break through the Nations in his great Power, and 
= wm aur Innocency ſhine as the Sun. 
_ Dy ' abs, Gol Aim hty þjowrs you'to 
e comfort an as 4 epherd, 
LED 5 hn ou gue Heavenly R 
_ this is the deſire of my Soul for Sp _ I 
know it is your Deſire : And I know God doth and 
will hear the Supplications and Cries of his own ; 
and in this Cork, nce and Faith, I remain your True 
and Real Friend in the Goſpel of Peace, 


Stephen Criſp. 
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TO THE 


RULERS 


AND 


INHABITANTS 
H O L L AND 


And the reft of the 


[ Inired Provinces. 


( The Original Manuſcript of aBook in 

Dutch, called, The Ground and 

Cauſe of the Miſery of the Nether- 
lands. ) 

H Holland, and the adjacent Provinces, a Re- 

nowned Land, a Land full of Riches, full of 

People, full of Religions, and full of all ſoiquiry Oh 


what Lamentation ſhall I take up over thee, Oh Ne- 
Ccc therlands.! 
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To the Rulers and Tnhabitants 


Wor og 


therlands ! My Soul is afflicted for thee, and my 
Heart is filled with ſorrow conceraing thy State: 
How is Diſtreſs and Anguiſh come upon thee e're 
thou art aware ? And how are thy Bowels filled with 
Confuſion and Diſtraftion, Breakings and Shatter- 
ings on every ſide? Thy wiſe Men and Rulers have 
loft their Ancient Policy, and thy whole Land hath 
loſt that Unity in which thy glorying was ; and Mi- 
ſcry is broken in upon thee like a Sea, and there is no 
Banks to keep it out, thy ſtrong Holds have been, 
and are till but Snares to thee, and Gins of thy own 
preparing, wherein thou art catched and taken, and 
haſt none todeliver thee ; thy Gold and Money is 
now no Saviour, neither availeth it thee that thou 
haſt gotten great Riches,for that doth but ſharpen the 
Force of thy Enemies againſt thee ; thy multitude of 
Counſellors is now no ſafety to thee, becauſe they 
are broken in Judgment, and confounded and ſhat- 
tered in their Counſels, every Man beiag joined to- 
his own faction, and ſeeking the prornoting t::ereof; 
thy Allies ſtand afar off to ſe what will become of 
thee: Oh Renowned Land, of whoſe Fame ant 
Greatneſs the whole World Rung,and all Princes and 
Potentates had an Eye upon thy Aﬀairs and Proſperi- 
ty, marvelling whereto it would grow : How is thy 
Glory ſtained, thy Name and Fame decay'd, thy 
Beauty turned to Aſhes, thy Strength to Weakneſs, 
thy Unity to Confuſion and Tumulrs, thy Dread to 
Reproach and Shame, and the Eyes of all Potentates 
now looking out at thy Fall and Defolation which 
haſterch uponthee/ Theſe things are greatly to be la- 
mented, and yet is there a greater lamentation ns 
thee, 


" in Holland, &e. 
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thee, and that is that few or none have laid theſe 


things to Heart, nor ſought out the cauſe of this Mji- wv 


ſery, nor ſera hand to remove it ; but the nzarer the 
ues come, the more Pride, Looſeneſs,and hardneſs 
of Heart, do fill thy Land, and Cities, and People, 
therein few or none ſtand in the gap, few or none 
plead with God by true Repentance, and turning 
from thoſe Abominations for which the Mighty God 
of Heaven is come to viſit thee; but thy Eyes and 
Minds are out at this cauſe and that cauſe, crying our, 
this is a Traytor, and that is a Traytor ; and one 
makes Lyes, another Reports and ſpreads them, and 
a third proceeds upon that as upon a foundation, and 
ſo Judgmeat and Juſtice is turned backward, and 
your Fingers made foul with Blood, and your Hands 
full of Iniquity, ſo that your Sword cannot prevail, 
nor your Deſigns proſper, until you repent and turn 
to the Hand that Smites you; and then on the other 
hand, how are the Eyes ofthe People out at Saviours 
upon the Earth, feeding your ſelves with vain and 
windy hopes to rid your ſelves from your Calamity 
by thismeansand by that means, ſetting upone Man, 
and pulling down, another, calling Strangers to your 
aſſiſtance, rather than making peace with an offend- 
ed God, whoſe anger is juitly kindled againſt you 
becauſe of your abominarions ! 
- Another great Miſery upon thee at this time js, 
That thou haſt.few.or none, to deal plainly with thee 
in-thisthy forſakea candizign, but thy. Teachers, who 
have been.the great {tirrers up of this Confuſion, ,and 
makers of Parties within. tle, are as blind Scers that 
canſee no. way. .tor thy eſcape, but arc putting you 
CcCc 2 upon 
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-. upon deſperate deſigns, which tend more to their 
WYV own Intereſt and Advantage than to yours, ſo think- 
ing to make an advantage of your Miſery, and build 
their Tower higher witH your Ruin ; and in place of 
telling ts how you were brought into this conditi- 
on, and bow you might come out, they are crying 
out, thatthey have been too much deſpifed, and their 
Church counſels too much inſpeed, and their power 
too much limitted and reſtrained, and you have given 
too much liberty for people to exerciſe their Conſci- 
cnces in Matters of Religion as they were perſwaded, 
though contrary to them and their preſcriptions; ſo 
that if you will but ſerve them in perſecuting all their 
Oppolſers, —_ more upright than themſzlyes, and 
if you will but ſet them up, and put more into their 
ouths, they will cry peace to you : Oh beware of 
ſuch blind Guides that ſee not the danger, nor the 
way toeſcape it, bit ſuch have you too long follow- 
ed. Oh ye Netherlanders, until now both the Lead- 
ersand the led, the Rulers and the People, are fallen 
and falling into a Pit together. 

And now that things are thus far gone, Oh that 
there were yet but an Earto hear counſel, that T might 
have hope concerning you, that ye might yet turn to 
the Lord, and that he might have Mercy on you be- 
fore utter Ruin hath laid you deſolate : Yea, a travel 
i pop me for you, that ye might be ſaved if it be 
paſlible, and the Decree be not ſealed againft you : 
\nd however that I may beclear in God's light; and 
free from the Blood of all Men, it lies upon” 'me to 
ſpread a few things by way of Counſel and Conſidera- 
tion before the People of theſe Countries, that the Juft 
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"Principle in all Conſciences may be reached unto, un- 


to-which Ido appeal; and they ſhall teſtifie in the ww 


Day of Judgment in the Face of all the Rebellious, 
on they were warned, and that they rejected Coun- 
el. 

And firſt conſider the great hypocriſie that is in 
this Land, which 41s a crying Sin, and provokes the 
Lord to anger ; how is the fimplicity of your Fore- 
fathers Lolt ? Wherc is that Zeal and Fervency that 
appeared for Reformation a hundred Years ſince? nay, 
is 1t not become a crime for any Man to ſeek a farther 
Reformation than that which is ſtinted and !imirred 
by Men of corrupt minds ? Steets genegen tot alle boo- 
ſexs, alle de gebooden goats brekenae. Belid- 5. Dort. 
6r. Art. Is not this the top of your Reformation ? 
And if any come to preach a treedom from fin, and a 
clean Sacrifice out of a clean Heart, and the change of 
the Nature that God works in his Children, that they 
come Steets genegen tot alle good heyt ; how hateful is 
ſuch DoQtrine both to Prieits and People, as if they 
ſhould ſay, we will have no more Retormation than 
we have, that is, to pray and preach with ſinful 
Hearts, and to perform ſinful performances, to tranſ- 
greſs and break all the Commands of God, and to a- 
bide in the {inful ſtate till we die; this is the pitch of 
our Religion and Reformation; Oh ye Hypocrires; 
can ye bring forth. a clean Offering out of ſuch anun- 
clean, Veſſel ? And if the Qtferiog be polluted, will it 
not be abominable ro ths pure God ? Said not Chriſt, 
firſt make the inſide clean; therefore, Oh ye Tahabi- 
tants,, ceaſe, from all,your geo Service, and lit 


down in lilence, and ſay, as.they did of old, The Lo 
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hath put ns to filence, Jer. 8.14, 15,16. And 1n this 


&Y V filent ſubmiſſion to the Will of God will you come to 


find every one the cauſe of the Plague in his own 'Bo- 
ſom, to wit, an unclean Heart never yet made clean, 
and yet undertake to be a Worſhipper ; an old cor- 
rupt Nature never mortified, and yet undertake to 
talk of a new Birth : Oh this: Hypocrific hath-Rung 
loud in the Ears of the God of Heaven, and hath pul- 
led down Judgments upon- you, for his Soul is weary 
of your Worſhips and Services; either come down to 
his Witneſs in your Conſciences, the light which 
ſhews you your Uncleanneſs and Inclinations to all 
wickedneſs, and belieye therein, and humble your 
ſelves before him, orelſe ceaſe from worſhipping in 
your Vain and Empty forms, for the longer you g0 
on therein, the more will you provoke the Lord a« 
| ep you, and that ſhall ye know to be true from 

ie Lord, to you all, both one ſort and another, who 
worſhip in. that fallen ſtate, and ſinful condition, 
and neither come to know a cleanſing, nor ſo much as 
a hope thereof raiſed up in you. 

2. Again, conſider the rendings and tearings that 
are among you. upon the account of Doftrine and 
Worſhip, which you have all laid upon-God, as if he 
werethe Anthor of it all-; and that he ſtood on the 
paitof eyery party, though never ſo oppoſite one to 
another, and herein is the Lord highly provoked, yes 
his Name blaſphemed, of which he is and always was 
very Jealous, How many , Rents and Diviſions are 
thereat this day among the Prielts ofthefe Countries? 
How many among the States-and Rulers? How ma- 
ny among the Maſters ?. How: many+ amorig all 
other 
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other Sets beyond number ? And whichof them is it 


that doth not endeavour to Eſpouſe God, and Chriſt, yv 


and Scripture, &c. as the head of rhe Quarrel and 
Controverſie, asif God were like unto you, broken 
and divided in Counſel ; Oh for thame put a ſtop to 
this taking the Name of God into your Mouths, till 
ye come to know his will better, and name him not 
in your Rents, and Diviſions, and private Intereſts, 
carried on with ſpecious pretences ; for he ſces all 
your deceitful purpoſes, and will not hold rhat ian 
guiltleſs that takes his Name in vain, Exod. 20, And 
| cr" Oy that before any Man ikould dare to make 
uſe ofthe Name of God to maintain his Party and 
Cauſe, he ought firſt to know that his Cauſe is God's 
Cauſe, and how ſhould you, any of you know that, 
while yoa deny any Infallible Spirit in you, or Reve- 
lation thereby, do not all your Diſcords remain as 
doubtful to you, on one ſide as on the other ? how 
dare then one Man or people perſecute the other, and 
that upon the account of God's Work, and uſe his 
Name thereto? Did not God reprove this work in the 
days of 1/aieh, ch-65.5. yet ye are going on with it a- 
gainſt them whom ye Hate, and thereby provoke the 
Lord to anger. 

3- Again, conſider the means you are uſing for 
deliverance in this day of your diſtreſs, and ſee whe- 
ther you are not working the contrary way, and 
thereby provoking-the Lord more and more. The firſt 
means 'is by proclaiming a Faſting Day to pray for a 
bleſſing upon your Arms by Land and Sca againit 
your Enemies, &c. Now may not the Lord juſtly 
fay, 'Whbo hath required this at your hands? What Pro- 
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phet have you among you''that hath 'received- the 


UYV Word: from the Lord to ſay" with Joel; Jor'n: 15. 


Blow the Trumpet, ſanttifie a Faſt, call a folemu Aſſem- 
bly, &c. Nv» you have denied that Spirit, and 'de- 
nied that which ſhould ſanCtifie' your Congregations. 
And farther; 'in Ccalz'ye be perfwaded it is'your'1uty 
to keepa Faſt, let as many as are ſo'minded obſerve 
irin quietheſs and —_— but make not your Faſt 
an occaſion of ſtrife and perſecution againſt your 
Neighbours and Friends who are not like minded ; 
for how can you expeQ a bleſſing upon your Arms, 
by forcing people to obſerve your Faſt, who neither 
have faich in your Faft, nor Arms neither ; and would 
it not be hypocriſie and fin in ſuch as are otherwile 
minded to diſſemble with God and you, and make 
you believe they had unity with you, and' have it 
not ; ſaid not the Apoftle, Whatſoever i not of faith is 
ſin? Rom. 14. 23. And thoſe that becauſe they have 
no fairh neither in your Faſt nor in your Arms, can- 
not diſſemble and make a ſhew of faſting with you, 
thoſe you perſecute. Do you think this can bring a 
| bleſſing upon you and your proceedings? I tell you 
nay; but ye will find one day that ye pull down 
Judgments faſter by perſecution than you can pre- 
vent them with all your prayers and faſtings, there- 
fore ceaſe from uſing force herein upon the Conſci- 
ences of any, and they that find their hearts prepared 
to keep a day, ler them keep it tothe Lord in peace 
and ſincerity, and not to ſtrife and debate; and*to 
perſecuting them that will not do like them. Read 
Ia. c8.4,5, 6,7. ſee what Faſt the Lord did then 
call for, and he is God and doth- not change, and till 
you 
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you come to break off from {trife, envy, perſecuti- 
on and oppreſſion, your Faſt will not avail you. A- 
nother way which you have taken for your defence is 
to wake Bulwarks, and to take up Arms, which, in- 
ſtead of being a voluntary work, ye impoſe it, and 
injoin it upon the people as you do your Faſt, laying 
force upon the Conſciences of people , though you 
knew there was many a Thouland in the Land who 
had long made profeſſion againſt theſe things, whoſe 
hypocriſie is now largely manifeſted, and it is ſeen it 
was but a profeſſion without power ; but if they had 
kept to their principles, we ſee what great perſecution 
muſt thereupon have followed by the few that have 
ſuffered, and born their teſtimony in theſe things. 
Oh Netherlanaers, is this the way to proſper, to pur 
force upon the Conſciences of people, which alone be- 
longs to God, and which your Fathers a hundred 
years ago did underſtand no Man had power over ? 
(See the Proclamation of the States General in theYear 
158r.)And have you more power in theſe cauſes than 
the King of Sp4iz had ? Or is it any better for the peo- 
le ofthis Age to obſerve your Holidays when you 
lawolk them .upon them, if they have no faith in 
them, nor unity with them, than it would have 
been for the people of that Age to have obſerved the 
Holidays of the Papiſts, which were Impoſed upon 
them, in which they had no faith nor unity with 
them.Oh / confider theſe things, and let Conſcience be 
free for God torule there, for it is his dwelling-place. 
4- Conſider what uſe is at this time made of yovr 
low. Eſtate, that inſtead of turning to the Lord, 
whoſe heavy hand is upon you, and paſſing by of- 
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fences wherein ye have offended each other, and for- 
WV giving Injuries, and joining together in Covenant 


— 


with God, and one another in love, as Chriſtians 
ought todo :'T ſay inſtead hereof, how is one taking 
advantage of revenge upon another, and bringing 
forth milchief and evil againſt his Neighbour and his 
Brother, and by all means true or falie, ſometimes 
ſeeking the Ruin and Deſtruftion each one_of him 
thatis againſt him, or hath injured him. This is not 


the way tohealing thy Wound, Oh Netherlands, but 
'1stheway to make thy Wonnds daily bleed afreſh, 


and to give matter fo thy Enemies to 1ejoice over 
thee, who canſo eaſily rejoice and triumph one over 
2nother ; far bet er were it that ve did humble your 
ſelves. ard forgive one another, and ſeek the pub- 
lick welſare by baniſhing each one ont of his own Bo- 
ſom that Traytor called Wrakeſacht, and Enmity, 
vi hich hath been the ruin of many famous Countries, 
and hath begun to ruin yours, and will certainly ruin 
it, if not caſt ; out for Self intereſt always breeds Con- 
tention, and Contention Wrakeſucht ; but the uni- 
verſal love of God which tezcheth inthe firſt place to 
give no occaſion of offence, that preſerves all Socie- 
tics in peace; 'and had 'this univerſal Love of God ' 
prevailed in this Land,things had not come to the pals 
they are come to, but pride and haughtineſs went 
before a fall, and now are the lofty fallen, and they 
that have becn long contriving how to get into great 
Honours and Dignities, are as in a moment fallen. 
Oh that all that are concerned both in this fallipgand 
riſing would conſider the Juſt Hand of God in theſe 
things, butlet none act in revenge againſt his _— 
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bour, nor his Brother, for- vengeance is the Lord's, 


and he doth and will repay it ; and it ſome Magi- WV 


ſtzates mult be turned out becauſe they have been ex- 


alied, let Men more. humble, more wiſe, more fear- 


ing God, and hating Covetouſneſs, be nominated in 
their Places, and not ſuch as will-ſtep but into their 
decaying Glory, and withering Digaities, and there 
exalt themſelves as they have done; for that's the way 
to bring down more Judgments and Plagues upon 
this diſtrefſed Land, and always to be unſctled and 
filed with confuſion. 

5. It is worth the conſideration of all Men how 
the mighty Hand of God is manifeſted in this our Age 
in breaking; the Decrees and Force of Men, and in 
overturning all Devices which are contrived of Men 
for the ſetling their own Intereſt : By which all Men 
ought to learn to take heed of binding, or ſeeking to 
bind the Hand. of the Almighty ; when was there 
more Policy and Counſel imployed for the ſetling of 
Self-intereſt than was in Exg/and againſt the preſent 
King ? And when Mens Bands were at the ſtrongeſt, 
then the Lord confounded their Counſels, and 
brought him over them, whom they had moſt exclu- 
ded; yet this ſerved not the Rulers of this Land for 
a warning, who truſted not ſo much in the Lord for 
their Eſtabliihmeant (if it were his will) as in 
thew own Edits. and Contrivances to keep out 
the young Prince of Orange, and how. ſuddenly were 
a} their Bands and Editts broken? Therefore how 
had all Mea need to ſtand -in awe, and to fear before 
the/Lord,' ard every one to a&t- quietly in his own 
Sphere, without having regard to Self-intereſt, and 
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indeayouring to eſtabliſh it by deep and crafty Con- 
trivances, and without having an Eye to what ſhall 
be, except they knew the Counſel of the Almighty 
therein! Therefore O Prince, Rulers, and People, 
be wile, ſober, and watchful, and fear, and dread 
the Living God who ſecs all your Thoughts and Pur- 
poſes ; and ſo many of your purpoſes as are contrary 
to his holy, pure and righteous Will, he will either 
prevent and bring to naught, or elſe ſuffer to come to 
paſs to the hurt and ſorrow of the purpoſers thereof ; 
and in bath he will glorific his Name, and make the 
Inhabitants of the Earth,both high and low, to know 
that he is God, and there is no God belides him that 
can pull down and ſet up at his pleaſure; and'that 
Arrogancy, Pride, and TR and Oppreſſion is 
no more pleaſing to him in oneMan's name or appear- 
2nce than in another : and that no Throne can be 
c{tabliihed but in Righteouſneſs, nor no Counſel nor 
Government proſper but what is grounded upon Ju- 
ſtice and Truth, which is the Foundation of eyery 
thing that is faſt; and what is not built thereupon' ts 
ealily ſhaken and removed, as experience hath always 
taught, and doth teach ; therefore faith Wiſdom, | 
Proverbs 8. 15. By me Kings Reigns and Princes De- 
cree Juſtice, &c. and happy is that King , Prince, 
and Ruler, who take wiſdom for their guide, and the 
fear of God, which is the beginning thereof, to their 

Counſcllor. | 5 
6. Conſider the condition of the- Burghers in' this 
Land, who in moſt Citics have put themſelves ina 
poſture of defence againſt their Enemies, and let-the 
wile in Heart judge whether in their preſent ſtate and 
condition 
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condition they have any reaſon to expeR a bleſſing 
upon their Indeavours; O ye Burgers, awake and 
conlider how your time is ſpent night and day in 
your Court, Guards and Watches, and lay it to heart, 
and bethink you,- whether it be now a time for you 
to multiply your ſins and wickedneſs, and to pro- 
voke the Lord to blaſt all your Indeavours'by your 
Drinking , Cardiog ,- Dicing , and Playing, by all 
manner of Wantonneſs, Idleneſs, and light and fil. 
thy. Diſcourſes, and theſe Exerciſes you call Paſtimes. 
Alas miſerable Men, you know not how ſoon your 
time may be ſhort enough, yea, ſo- that you wou'd 
be glad it were longer, when a Bullet may paſs tho- 
row your, Head, or a Spear thorow your Bowels, as 
it hath done with many of late, and may do with ma- 
ny more. Oh/ then a little time would be precious to 
you, and eſpecially you that have not been brought 
upto fuch Laſcivious Exercifes, but to your Shops 
and Trades, and worldly Buſineſs, for you to fall into 
ſuch Courſes, and corrupt your ſelves, and make 
your Guards as Schools and Nurſeries of Wickedneſs, 
and that in fuch a time whea the Lord hath filled 
your Land-and Towns with amazement and confu- 
fion ; 1s this a time to deviſe ways and means to ſhor- 
ten your time, and to ſpend it worſe than ever you 
did - before? Oh! be aſhamed of theſe things, and 
baniſh Cards, and Dice, and all Wantonneſs 
out of your Guards, and fear the Lord God to 
whom yau mult giye. an account of all your words 
and aftions,: and . of every minute” of your miſ-ſpent 
time; and how ſoon you ſhall be called to an account 


hereof you know not, - but this I am ſure, there is a 
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Witneſs. for-God-nigh. in-every- ongeFyeue Conſci« 
WA ences, which reproves-theſe things.in ſecret, and. if- 
you would. give.carthereto, . you would be.called to 
an; accqunt Every: dayi-apd/ hour, and. would ſpend 
every day and night. as. your laſt, and then when the. 
end of your days did core, you would be ableto, 
give an account with Joy : and know this, that 
although-this Witnels of:God be deſpiſed by you, and 
the Counſel thereof rejetted, yet.it will leave-you 
without excule in the, day; of Judgment, and then 
ſhall you know that your looleneſs, wickedneſs, and 
hardneſs of Heart hath-grieved the, Spirit of the. Lord- 
that hath ſtriven with you. every one,. as you-may'+ 
ſee, Job. 33. 14, 29, 39. and conſider every .one, uf 
God hath not ſtriven with-you to turn-you from your 
evil way, and what is thereaſan youare nat turned ? 
And conlider alſo if it be not, high time to leave off 
wickedneſs , and not multiply it , eſpecially when 
Death ſtands by the Daor, and in the Grave. there. is. 
no work ; ang let none ſay oup;City is ſtrong, our 
Burghers are valiant, our Commanders are true and 
faichful ; for if all-theſe things: be ſo, yer theſe can- 
not ſave you, for the Hand otthe; Lord is aboye, and- 
beyond all theſe things, and his, Hand is' upon: you for 
your fin and iniquity, and from it can no Magn pro- 
te&-nor deliver you ; read; Pſal. 127.1. Except the 
Lord keep the City the-Watchmeg, watchin vain, and 
how can you expett the Lord to bea Keeper of your- 
Citics,, when you ars;; daily filling them: with thoſe 
things thatare abaminableza his-4ight ? May, he not. 
jultly caft you out as. a reproach and-ſhame before 
your Enemies, who exceed them. all- in: Profeſſion, 
and 
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and yet daily increafe your Sins and Wickednefs. Oh ! 
Repent, Repent, and ceaſe. to do Evil, and cleanſe 
your Hearts, and purify your Hands, 7 po Double- 
minded, or elſe the Hand that is lifted up againft 
you, will lay you waſte, and none ſhall be able to 
deliver you. 

7. In the next place conſider what you. are a do- 
ing. all you who are daily railing Tumults and Inſur- 
reflions in the Bowels of this diſtreſſed Land, break- 
ing the: Bounds of all Order or Moderation, Sto- 
nigg, Plundering, and: Killing. and Evilly Intreating 
whom you pleaſe; yea, your Rulers themſelves, 
upon the bare Suggeltions of every idle and unruly 
Tongue, What do you think will be the etfe& of 
theſe. things ? How ſhall your Faſtings.and Pray- 
ers procure a Bleſſing from the Righteous God, 
while ,your Hands are full of Blood and Cruelty, 
Diſorder and. Miſrule : Is this you that uſe to be 
cryiog out ( to thoſe who for Conſcience fake, could 
not in ſome things be ſubjeCt to the Commands of 
Rulers, but rather expoſed themſelves to patient 
Suffering) O ye mult be ſubjett to Magiitrates, 
ye mult not rebel! againſt Authority, nor be Se- 
ditious, and . fuch like, Where now is your Seal 
ſor the Authority and for the Magiſtrates ? Doth it 
not appear that Deceit and Hypocrifie have lodg'd 
in the fecret. Chambers of your Hearts, and now 
is manifeſt that ye regard neither Magiſtrates nor 
Authority ? but the bringing to paſs-your mad and 
monſtrous Wills, raging as Mad-men, without ei- 
ther Bounds or Ordcr ; tofled like a Sea,one while one 
way, another while another, without any Stability ; 
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by which you;are a Shame both to your. Religion 

HV and Government, and a- Grief to all. that have the 
Fear of God: before their Eyes. Were it not better 
that every one reſted io Quietneſs and in Peace, wait- 
ing .upon God, to ſee him bring down' and ſer up 
at his Pleaſire, and diſcerning of God, who is'the 
Fountain of Wiſdom, tg endue your Prince and'Ru- 
lers with Wiſdom, how to remove evil Men out of 
Authority, and to place better in their Places, and 
you to continue in Obedience to the Power of God, 
wronging no Man, nor abuſing no Man?. Would 
not this be a ſpecdier way to bring down a. Bleffing 
upon you, and your Land and Goyernment, ,and to 
ſtop the Proceedings of your Enemies, than by fill- 
ing the Land with Tumults and Uproars, with Vio- 
lence and Cruelties : To that 'of God in all Conſct 
ences I ſpeak, let that anſwer me. 

8. And now the Bands of Goverament are broken 
among you, 2nd muſt be again made up, or elſe 
you muſt inevitably periſh; let every one both High 
and Low, conlider what Governmedtt: in ir felf 1s, 

© that ſo ye may from the true Original theredf, -pro- 
ceed every one to know your Place in the Creation, 
both how to Rule and to be Ruled. The Apoſtle 
Paul ſaith, The Powers that are, are ef God ; bat that 
Power by which a Magiſtrate becomes a Tyrant, 
or a SubjeEt becomes a Rebel, that is not! of God, 
but of the Devil, who is the Author of -Evil ; but 
the Power that is of God, . leaves oeither Ruteb nbr 
" SubjeCt to the Liberty of their own Will, 'but limits 
both tothe Will of God, ſs that the Magiſtrate hath 
no Power to command Evil to- be done, becauſe he 
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is-a Magiſtrate, nor the SubjeQt hath no Liberty to 

do Evil becauſe a Magiſtrate doth command it, but 
both muſt be ſubje&t ro the Supreme Power of God 

if they will be Happy, for that is the Ground of H-p- 
pineſs: Now this Power as it is in God, is Incom- 
.;(prehenſible and without Limit or End ; but as it is 
manifeſt in the Sons and Daughters of Men, it is the 

Pale and Limit that ſtands between all good and 

evil Actions, and all Good that is done, is done in 

it, and all Evil that is done is done without ic ; and 

this Power ſtands in all Men as a fixed, ſettled 

| Principle to Rule them, and to give them Law in 
every AQtion and Word, what they muſt do, and 
what: they muſt forbear ; and he that a&s by, and 
within the compaſs of this, he hath no cauſe to fear 

the Power of the Magiſtrate, becauſe he hath Unity rom. 13. 
with it ; for his Sword is his Praiſe, and a Terror 3 

to thoſe that do Evil. And therefore God who is a , @.. R 
God of Order and Peac?, hath made known this 4. 
juſt, and equal Principle, called Power, Wiſdom, 
Light, Trurh, Juſtice, &c. in every Man both High 
and Low, that Men might live in Order and in Peace 
upon the Face of the Earth. By this the Ruler 
knows it 1s not good to be Fierce, Cruel nor Inju- 
rious ; and allo that if he were a Subjeft, he would 
nat be ſo done unto : By this the Subje&t knows that 
he ought not to be Stubborn, Rebellious nor Tre: che- 
\rous ;-and that if he were a Ruler he would not be 
ſo done unto; So as long as this bleſſed Principle of 
God is ſubmitted to both of Rulers and Pecple, 10 
long they are a Bleffing, Comfort and Srreneth one 
to another any not longer : For the Power in the 
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Ruler is one with the Power in the Subje&t; and 
whoſoever turns from the Power, the Power turns 
againſt him, and the Unity is broken, and inſtead 'of 
Peace and Tranquility, there is Diſcord and Trou- 
ble ; therefore Happy and Bleſſed is that Prince and 
People, who are-both ſubject to the Higher Power, 
which is the Power of God: For ſuch feel' per» 
fect Love and Unity one with another, and the Prince 
commands in Obedience to God, and the SubjeCt obeys. 
for God's ſake, and not out of Fear; and a Govern- 
ment, and a Rule builded npon this Foundation and 
kept here, ſhall always proſper : Here no Man ſeeks 
to vaſlalize his Fellow. Creature to his own Will, 
nor no Man coufit Obedience to his lawful Prince a 
Vaſſalage ; but. both ſerve God in their ſeveral Pla- 
ces with Chearfulneſs :. And how Happy would ſuch 
a Nation be and ſuch a People ; and how ought eve-. 
ry one to labour to attain to the Knowledge and Obe- 
dience of this Power which made all things good, 
and keeps all in good order! This, this alone, oh 
Netherlands can: heal thy' Wound and cure thy 
Breach. This 1s that can drive away thy Enemies 
and reconcile thee with thy Friends and*Brethren, 
and* untill this bleſſed Power of: God be had in more 
eſtecm in thee, thou canſt not be healed: To' this. 
alone belongs the Titles of Groote, Floogew Moogen, 
Achbaer, &c. and not to frail and finful Men. © And 
{uch as have taken theſe Titles vpon'"them, or' do ft! 
rake them, the Hand of God's," and will be againſt 
them $3 and will make them know!;' that out'of this 
Power they are neither Hoogen iro Moogen, nor Ach» 
baer; but tull of Breakings and Confufion : __ 
Pride 
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Pride and Exaltation, hath been one cauſe of thy 
Wound: And if thou ſhouldſt be made whole on one 
ſide, thou wilt: break out of another ; and if thou hadſt 
no Enemies, thou wouldft prove thy own Deſtroyer. 
Therefore whoever hath an Ear let him hear the 
Voice that calls for Truth and Righteouſneſs, and 
Judgment among you; and when ye arc willing 
to hear the Lord, then he will hear you, and not 
before ; and ſo in the mean time, while his Voice 
and Power in you is ſlighted and deſpiſed, he will 
deſpiſe and ſlight all your Faſts and Prayers; yea, 
and all your Labour and Toyl to ſettle your ſelves 
either in Religion or Government, ſhall be in vain. 
And this (hall you know from the Lord, when he 
hath fulfilled his purpoſe upon you, and laid walle 
the Heritage of the Rebellious, and brought you down 
to Lowlineſs and to Repentance, and to confel; un- 
to him and to his Power, which is over all, Bleſſed 
for ever. ; 
So, Friends, thus far have I cleaged my ſelf and 
dealt faithfully with you, and warned you of the 
Cauſes of your Evils, and whether you will leave 


or forbear, the Lord will one Day make you know .. .. 


that he hath raiſed me up as a Watch man to your ;, s. ©* 


Country, and that I have ſcen the Evil coming up- 
on you, and have fichfully warned you of your evil 
ways, both now and before at divers times, as may 
belecn in my, Complaint over Groninghen : Printedin 
the Year 1669. | rieflant terft & tweae deele gedrucke, 
And well had it ,been for thoſe Netherlands if they 
had taken, Counſel, then ; then had theſe Evils/not 
come upon them ; And,now I am again drawa forth 
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in the Love of God, once more to Write unto you, 
though I would willingly have forborn Writing at 
{uch ea*time as this, if 1 __ have been clear in 
God's Sight : And glad ſhould I be that you had an + 
Ear to hear while yet the Day laſteth ; -and let noxe 
be offended at the Plainneſs of my dealing with you, 
for it is high time to ſpeak plainly, Deſtruftionis at 
the Door, and it is not my Work to flatter you, nor 
to advance any Party or FaQtion among you, as the 
moſt of your manifold foolith Scriblers at this 'time 
do by their Paſquils and Pamphlets, which tend 
more to the increaſing your Miſery, and kindling 
vp more Animoſities and Feuds among you, than 
to taking away either the cauſe of thy Miſery, or 
to the healing thy Breach : And for my part, I have 
learned not to fear Man, nor. ſeek the hs of any 
Party or FaQtion, but to anſwer the Witneſs of God 
in all Mens Conſciences, is my Aim and Deſire : 
And ſo hoping there is yet a People in thee, Oh Ne- 
therlends\ whole Day is not yet over, nor to whom 
the Word of Prophecy and Counſel may not be ſent 
to make your Ears deaf, your Eyes blind, and your 
Hearts fat; but that #® may tend to bettering 
and amendment of Life. I ſay, hoping there 1s 
fuch a People, I leave this my+Teſtimony, to be 
Read by them in the Fear of the Lord, and to be 
Improved to his Glory and their Comfort. And for 
the-reſt who cannot endure ſound Counſel and Re- 

roofs, but perſiſt in their Iniquity, and harden their 

earts againſt the Lord and his Truth, and againſt 
the Teſtimony of his Servants, ſuch ſhall be forced 
to endure his Plagues and Judgments, untill they 
are 
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are Converted or Conſumed : And to conclude, I ſay 
with Malxchy, both to Prieſts and People, They ſball 
find the dey of God to be 4s a fiery oven, and all that do 
not ley his Word to heart, ſhall be «as fucl, Read; 
Mah 2.1, 2.4 1: R 
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flowings forth, am Iat this time drawn forth to. 
vilit. the Beloved Sced of God, with a, tender: Saluta-, 
tion which will be better felt and underſtood in that 


tender lowly Seed of the Kingdom, than it can - 
| - Rea 


I: that Love that is Univerſal and Free in its own 
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Read or Comprehended in the Senſual or Carnal 


Comprehending Wiſdom of this World. Therefore 5/9 


my Deſire is, that with an inward' retired Confide- 
ration, thou maiſt conſider what I have to fay, which 
F was deſirous, and did hope to have ſignified unto 
thee by Word: of Mouth, but am hindred at pre 
ſent through Weakneſs and Inability of Body, and 
other urgent Concerns for the precious Truths: fake, 
(of which I am a Servant) which doth not admit of 
{o long a Journey ,. nor of any long ſtay at preſent 
in theſe Parts, Neither could I be clear in God's 
' Sight, without ſignifying ſomewhat of that- which 
is upon me concerning thee. And I pray God thou 
maiſt have a Senſe of the depth of- that love from 
whence 1t ſprings. 

Well, my Friend, for a long time hath a Love 
wrought in my Heart to your Family, aud great Pity 
wrought-in me many Years fince, in conſideration of 
the Diſtrefſes of the Years of your Childhood ; and 
a ſecret Joy was in me, when it pleated God to end 
thoſe long German Wars, and to reſtore you in ſome 
meaſure to your former Dignities and Capacities 
wherein>you were made capable of ſerving God in. ' 
your Generation, who had been fo Gracious to you. 
And when I heard that thy Brother Charles had laid 
his Hand upon God's little Heritage in the Palati- 
zate, it grieved my Soul for his fake, and T was drawn 
to go to him at Heydelbarg ; and in great; Meeknels,, 
and Fear' of God, to warn him of' God's Difpleaſureg# 
whiech'T felt-kindled againft him ;- and this was about 
the Year 1869 ;and was Fconſtrained to tell him, that 
as he had ſtretched out his Hand againſt God's He- 


ritage, 


403 Jn Exiſfle from SepheaTriſp * 
ritage, the Lord would ftretch out his Hand | 

wrw his, if he did not. ceaſe Perſecuting the Lord's Peop 
for |their Conſcience towards God. And Oh, that he 
had taken Countel in the Day of his Viſitation | 
..* And, when I heard that thou didit receive ſeveral 
under thy ProteQtion, which were Expelled and.By- 
niſhed from other Places, (though I knew their Root 
and Ground to be that which would not abide in the 
Day of Tryal) yet I did rejoyce on thy Behalf, as 
believing that it ſprang from a tender Princtple in 
thee, which was willing, as far as thou kneweſt, to 
receive Diſciples in the Name of Diſciples ; and did 
hope, that in time thou mighteſt come to have a Dil- 
ciples Reward ; and that thou mightelt 10 the end, 
come to know the Revelation of that Root. and 


Foundation which hath been the Rock of Ages to 
the Righteous in all Generations. 

And according to this Hope, a Travail was in my 
Spirit for thee before the Lord , 'that he- by his Di- 
vine Power, might open thy Underſtanding, to ſee 
beyond, and over the Offences and Seymbling Blogks 


that. ſome ( Pretenders to high things) had caſt in 

thy way , and might learn thereby to ceaſe from 

Man and Men, and their Words and, Ways, and 

might be brought to the Holy Anointing in thy ſelf, 

through, Faith in Chriſt Jeſus the quickning Spirit ; 

.that, by, it thou-mighteſt be taught to, kgow the Un- 
and, LV PrIigur reark , DEINTE TAE rd. #0 

lj Glory and 4 and to the” od nibh or 
thale-commirted:to, thy Care and Charge, 


"And 


# 
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and his Secret and Divine bh hath 
reachs hy Heart , and -hath as it were ſhook the 
Barthly” Foundations, that that which cannot be 
vita might be” manifelted. And in this tender 
| tion 'bf God to thy Soul, doth my Soul rejoyce ; 

oy is mix'd with Fear and with a Godly 


Tetonte leaſt thon ſhouldſt notwithſtanding be Be- 


gufſet! of the Inheritance red for the aithful. 
And NN crc, that T may clear my Conſcience in 


God's: and anſwer the Tender Operations of 
Love, 'F feel mn m ow Heart towards thee, let 
| oo thee.to Faithfulneſs to the Love of God 


unto thee. 

" Ana Firft,"t 4 with the Prophet , Deſpiſe not the 
Day of ſmall things, nor the Branch that (prings out of « 
' Ground ; - - he > whoſe Vi 1s more marred 
than a; - Mans, is the Fountain of Treaſure to them 
thar and Obey him. For although the Truth 
appear in ſuch Forms, Stiles, and Methods, 
- dreſt -up - Articles , Confeſſions and 
the divers mvented- ways of Men haye 
ſ ſe Mountains have all of them had Hands, 
make chem; and then to defend them; yet 
/Stohe which- is crit out of this Mountain , and 

without Hands will in time break down the 1 
Ae! ed , the Graven and the Molten Work of 
;, and. then increaſe. and fill the whole 


— lay 2 Sapile not the 'Simple, 
Plain Appearance 7 agin, Lis of Chriſt in the 
:S#3 Con- 
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Cohſcience , as Low: aching, and a Mean Dilpenſs: 
WVV tion; for "through it 'is' the Knowledge' of 'the'Fa- 
ther -and of the'Son, uiito Ecerhaf-Life in all = 


that” Believe” and* » Obey i; -and thoſe that fay 
i5'a Low '#nd Mean' thing, 'fet them firft' learn- Fe 


— _ 


be Obedient to/ it, in all 1ts'Requirings,” Re roviti 
and Diſcoveries.” And this. wilt fob the Mouths 
aff Oppoſers,-who are finding fault with it, as Low 
and Mean and'yetwalk'not up to it. '' © -- 
Seco#tly, Beware of that which would exalt it ſelf 
in the Viſion of Heavenly things ,. and take tlie 
Viſion for a Poſſeffion, as'too too: many haye' dong; 
but - in times" of Openings and Diſcoveries; 'keep 
low, and"be' of a/plain and' ſitiple (Heart: Heart befdts the 
Lord: For Viſion is for Encouragement, '#nd tibr-fe 
Exaltation 5 but whoſoever makes Trhages oft 
things” which they have: ſeen'in Heaven, -will alfo 
bow down to them, and endeavour to. make others 
bow too, and thence comes a/ worſe Babel, anda 
- worſe Idolatry, than that which' iv fet''up up amorty 
therfi, who never'iyer ſaw into "Heaven, and-fo' oily 
tan make Ta pes of thirgs on Exrth and boy; 
cxuſe cre it bow ah Therefore if. 
'Lord rge't ine this; his Di 
ep it and” Light” in'thy Cn 4 
walk um | before' him! in os om 
that choumalfiſeal = le: tad 
into'ths Injoymthe 19H" of 
'Weerhj Ne Kan ran tat witneſs Forvh? to 
- the''$6a8md Davghters6f Neti: M11 9ho y19v9 


ov 2'Bewaveiof ahy own WAI; which w 
Seam, by 
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the Will of, Mag, , cannot be.attained ; but watch 


dilgeatly, to know thy own Will ſubject to the Will EYY 


of God 1n. all things ; for-it's not lawful for us to 
will. choſe; things , of aur. ſelves, which are good in 
we: har to poſſeſs our Souls:in Patience, ſup» 
ving. that in God's duetime wg 

Tor pe eg not. - And if the Saints ha 
wy of Patience to wait for the Promiſe, when 
they had done the Will of God, how much need 
have ſuch to, be Patient , and. to Watch the Haſty 
Will, which, would have ye Fromile, and the Power, 
and Foam. .god. Reſt» Oggrben Sha. .anp yet As 


done the 
_—_ Pear 4 Let no Man —=_ thee, either by 
d .tha 


thee up, or caſting thee down, for it's the 

at knows the Heart, and not only. knows it, 

bu diſcovereth. i, and his Diſcovery is. true, and 
.ought to. be believed ; and no better or worſe is any 
ones. State, than jult fox it is repreſented to them 
-by, the, pure; Divine Light of Chriſt - _ Wy, EiC 
awnC Sono: ok whoever repre - 
4, 51 worde ,;;are Deceivers, or. Miſtaken ny 
is the Standard of true-Knowledge and Judg- 
Tas that.we;all.muft make ES believe, and 
a KA whenever we would take 2 true Mea- 
Np wir 'Fhisis.he that aid to ſome, Theve 4 


c eh 7: hn ter £9. others ,. I bawve many 
Tp thus is. the Miniſter.of the 
OJ rn pig AGANEas Vaan qt 
to, every one > Ba -1proger;2Portian ,,, according! ito 
t:Candigion; "This is'the Voice 


pe Fmlna 


om God now ſpeaks, and/whorp all 
Fff 2 > muſt 


= hens, and. Fran that hear' him bye" He hath 
ER to Caſt down and to Raife vp,” 'to'Wound 


and to. Wo, to Rill and, make Alive, *2nd fo harh 
£S "Therefore watt pon! him with b. 
ad; and "wherein thou haft ac any time: 
Ka Rh” he will ſhew'it; and" give thee Re- 
arice unto Life, and heal thy Backſſiding, and at 
3 ſhew thee re] 'of her whoſe Watfare 
: Buit.it uſt be ahco omplithed in thes 

gs rn by jd ones Afﬀiſtance, and;th 
Kat ent; for Sion was always Redeemb 
Leg 1 ments, and het "Converts witlhr Righteoul: 


yg” ifehhy, Beware of the Friendſhip of this World; 
for its deftruRtive to the Work of God, and'is Oh 
reffive to. his Seed ;, and when his 'Seed 
1, from under the Oppreln of the Spirit of this 
Wor the Lord will hear, and” viſit thee'm Judg- 
ent for his Seed?s Rake ; abd thou wilt want” t 
Ee Comfort th 0k : Forin the World's 
Friendſhip, lodger fely! hid defly the teal” "Eh FHany 


ſo that wheh we Ns butto 

>. 7 wr the oo” jeward' he Famiey and Toke 'bf 't ri 

Warld's Fri the En 

ey us; We "the IPs bath C4 og Ng 
Seed and Pevple,, with Dominion and*Power,' Jha 


he.co hem EE ; ny, ET ie 
mi he's -gvercome the Komy 


Hodoerh ,+ that , th; "Soil. 4 OP fois, * through 


CI 


\Dearh to the World, and Its 4315 over th Wet 


and 


and over the Spir it that, rules in it ; and mij hr 
down "- Van a and Emprint 6 Tre ; the Be 
injon. of, the Juſt ; not regar . Pp the 
Shue. ny mg Mee re 
ent Tr. lations thar. may attend it, hich 
are; pon fora Moment, as knowing that they work 
for the Faithful, ,a far .more exceedibg weight” of 
Glory. | So keep thy Eye to the'Recompence,, a 
to. the Crown which, God the Righteous ug 
ſhall. give in that Day ;, when Sheep and Gaa 
vers.of- this World, and Lovers of Chriſt Tr i 
all, .ſhall- be: ſeparated one from another, and the 
World's Lovers ſhall perth with the World, and 
wins true Lovers ſhall reign with him for ever- 


". Sixthjy, Let thy Power which God hath given 
thee in the Earth, ſhine forth in Righrconſnes, © 
Mercy and. 10 Truth; for, for that end art thou tal. 
led, to. 1et- forth a good Example in the Adminiſtra- 
cion of -Juſtice,, agd caſing the. Oppreſſed , Incoura- 
them that do well, and being a Terrar - _ 
Fil Doers ;: for that end is power in thy 
that the Giver of it may be Honoured, and ey 
that; Honour God , . God will Honour. "Therefore 
wait. for Wiſdom's Voice, by whom Princes decree 
1 uſtice in the Earth, and ſhe will be thy great Coun- 
llor,: And know this, that the Glorions Power of 
God by which thy Heart and Soul is Enlightned and 
d, comes, not to deftroy Rule '2#nd: Order in 
& but to eſtabliſh" Juftice'and'Righteonſ- 
—_ and, take away Oppreffion' ant Viokenos, 'and 
the hard Heart, that his Name may be feared and 
| ded 
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* dreaded on the Earth by the Sons of Men, and | his 


| SYD Power over all may have Dominion. 


Thus, Dear Friend, have I in Simplicity and 
por pen. what Ky y/upon ne he i in gr Kat 
F Hear, deſiring the od 
DireQor i in all things, and 


that eye Ta Seed of Life, may be able 
wy underſtand in thy = Cheat :o things of thy Peace, 
become an In iS'Praile..in the 
Rd forcheſerring att be Naitic ; and 


in be end, may have thy Portion with the Redeemed 


and SanRified Believers and Members of that Holy 


Head, Jeſus Chriſt, for ever more. 


So I ielabo i Love of thy Soal, ind of 1h Souls of 
all Men , but eſpecially of ſuch who are come t0 4 
Travail in Sion's Travail ; among whom give the 
Salutation of my tender Love to the Charch of 
'hnd; axd ſo many as in mieeſury are "Y 
ters of the predious Faith hat fs in Ch 


- our Lord; in whom Farewe. 
Stephen Cri 
PA by 
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"To be Read in the 


hs | Ss | Meetings | 
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Friends, 
—_—____ CO -of Life, 
[nit hack brug fr ma which hath _ orth many Living Branches, 
oth my Salutation reach unto you, in which we 


' kave our Refreſhments and Incouragemeats in the 
Work 


0 I In" FI" — i. th 
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77, 4 Works of ' God, in'this our Generation; | And the 
more your Minds's ate gathered into that Living Root 
Chriff Jeſus, "the Everlaſting Head of all. Living 
Members,” Sorh Male and 'Female y the Sam lace 
Ab ther a will feel in - youy:; Service, to (F 

And'the , Dear Friends, -thoogh. you be = 

our” ſelves, y et ih: hmm is- Strength; and when 

{ob Wiſdom, wait upon him, and he will Re- 

Hen -and Fill yow with: his Heavealf, Counſel, 

to yout-Be by og ment. an” 

And thy Friends , above all things, live in- the 

Fear of God, and in Love and Tenderneſs one ro- 

wards another; and let not the Enemy that; lies in 

wait to deſtroy, break the Band of » Peace ; for 
while Fe keep the Peace of God en. Ye. can 
communicate one to another of the Gifts and Grace 
of God, and fo will daily feel a being the ;berter 
_—_ for Be which will _beget_a {5,and 
os towards ne another. And in Year- 
neſs 44 1 Tender nieet.t -aboye | 

Work, fecking with one conſent fo 

of the Lord, and to honour it -above 

Merits ; and let none ſeek Exaltation , | but 


— 


this, that the HumPleſt afid moſ | Days , Is 
highlieft Honoufed 'tof God'y and htteltyto do him 
Service ; and they that are moſt ring: and 


Patient , are moſt like to Chriſt the Head ;; agd in 
{fuclh his Vertue will thine, ad fo make it, {elf 
"Rhowfi, '* 1 ff) | 
And, Friends , have a Coen in you | Fa 3g [tb 
give due Honour unto every Member in the Body, 
re 


tv be Kead in the ndonidng) Meetings, 5c. 
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'xermeimbring none axe uſelels, bug {tirup one anther 
.to'their proper Service in the Houſe of God, and.let 
«not the--Feot be'tronbled ; chat it+ i5:not a Hang, nyr 
_the-Hagd that it is got,,an Eye ;\but every one. giyc 
''Thanks j that by the .Grage of - God you are, what 
yon are; ' and [-be' Faithful, -in 'your Place -agd Sgr- 
1 vice, 'that ye may wirneſs, a Growth. And. in, your 
"Meeting together , wait. to feel the Riſin the 
'Life;- and- Opening of the Wiſdom of in.one 
another. And let that ſpeak and propound things 
. needful- and neceflary for your Welfare, and the 
Welfare of the Church : And in that Wiſdom chulſe 
2.out "Pwb of your Meeting, to commit the Trult 
-and'-Churge' of - the Contributions. that are among 
you unto; and let them keep a Book, in which 
your Charity and good Works may be recorded, for 
the Comfort and Example of them that follow af- 
ter, Aſo chuſe out one of each particular Meeting, 
-and lay it upon them in the Lord, to take care 1n 
their Reipedtive Meeting on. your behalf, 
+, That'no Women, Young nor Old, in their Re- 
'\'Fpective Meetings, walk Duorderly or Wantonly, 
but that they be Admoniſhed and Counſelled ſpeedi- 
I Ret Yeu 
nl 2. That no Neccſſities that may fall upon an 
whotare Worthy, may be Neglected or Diſregarded, 
'\ nog} delayed, until a Mecting, but, they.may be forth- 
' with Comforecd; that fo;thu;Eacmy who ligs in wait 
'to tempt rb Poor in the Hour of their Diſtreſs, may 
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That 7g 5 ET rAI< to- 
th Jes, nor. Miſtreſſes: toward, their 


Kerns: Byt if ſuch things 1 ſhould ty tet, the 


tter be taken up'and ended, and not by part + 
may with Evil in jock 45 and other; 
I0T. "tht wi ionead. I8f13 

wt all Wom Fruth th;-and having 
Children, may, belle 7 hy -up. mm the Fear of God. 
and thar they uſe no Unicomely, Raſh nor Paſſionaze 
Words unto them, for that- ſows; an Evil Seed-in 
the Children, w hich may come, up and diſhonogr 
God in the next Generation. 

5. That no Women-Friends may ſpeak Evil of 
one another , nor fall out with, one another ; nor 
carry Evil'in their Minds one againſt another ; nor 
bear Tales about, to beget others into Evil, and in- 
to Partyſhip, but that all ſuch things may be { ity 
ſuppreſ9d: and borne down in the Power and Judgment 
of God. 

And let that Womar-Friend give Aecount to the 
Meeting, of ſuch as will not receive Admonition , 
that ſome other Friends may take the care of ſuch 
a Matter upon them, and endeavour to break 
through the Hardineſs, in the Wifdom andFove of 
God. 

And if that Woman-Friend have laid out Money, 
let the Meeting order the Two Friends who keep 
the ColleQtion, to re-imburſe her ; that ſo every one 
ay, be incomaged in the. Work of the Lord, and 
ye may, as with one Shautder, bear the Lord's Bur- 


den in this Day of Travail, and alſo the —_— 
0 


- POSTS THIY YR 


—_— 


of the Weak, who ſometimes are neither Strong e- 1674 
th,” nor Wiſe enough to bear their own Burdens; NID 


and afterward , they may grow up fo be ſenſible of 
your Tenderneſs, and to bleſs you in the Name of 
the Lord. 26:-" Sa 
80/rhy Dear Friends; feel my Love, and live in 
that from whendce'it ſprings, and the God of Love 
andLife; Bleſs, Profper and Keep you in his Feat to 
the End, 'to be Fellow-helpers with the Lord in his 
Work, Comfort and Refreſhment to your Brethren, 
and'toleave a Holy, Innocent , Upright Teſtimon 
and Example tothe Generations that ſhall follow af. 


ter, 
10 Us:1 Ab 
WF TOLL . : 
I reft your Friend in the Truth, 
Stephen Criſp. 
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EP I S FRICE 


Of Tender 


Counſel za Advice 


'» 

To all that have believed the Truth 
every where, to exhort them to 
Faithfulneſs thereunto. 


t. In taking heed of ſettling ina Formality, with- 
out Power- 

2. To take heed the Spirit of this World doth not 
drink up their Spirits. 

3. To keep their Word, and let their Tea be al- 
ways Jes. 

4. Not to truſt too much to Education, &c. 

5. To love one another. 
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Written by one that travels for Zion's Pro- 
ſperity. Steven Criſp. 


LONDON, Printed by T. Sowle, 1694. 
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AN 


EPISTLE 


Of tender 
Counſel ana Adbice 


To all that have believed the Truth 
every. where, to Exhort them | to- 
Faithfulneſs thereunto. © 


Dearly Beloved Friends, Brethren and Siſters, 


HE Salutatioa of my dear Love, inthe flows 
| ings forth of Life in the, Lord -Jeſus Chriſt. 
.5--; our, only. head, reacheth unto you all, in: 
the ſpicituatway of Communication, which you are 
made Partakers of in the holy Spirit, in the reachings - 
forth of this Love and Life, which we have received- 
from the-Father of. Life, Tam drawn forth to viſit 
you all wuh . An Epiſtle of tewder Advice and Counſel; 
and \ 


waa aa <4. » 4 - 4 vos 
 # þ . 4 
: Fir bl FS - 
F, | | | " 


1686 - atid eſpecially you, my dear Friends, among whom 
E-- I have hveſied in this and other Nations. - Oh the 


remembrance of the Glofy and Power of God that 
hath appeared amongſt us in Days paſt, doth much 
afe& my *youl is tires, knowing the Lords 
theme tethem &. do hold faff rhe'elings y 
have heazÞand le#ocd from thedbeginnihe. + 

my Spirit is exerciſed amongſt you, caring aad pray- 
ing for your Stability and Conciruance in the Truth, 
although my outward-Man is Jo far decayed, that 
I cannot travel fo much as I uſed to do, (infomach, 


that I know, f you, amqang whom TI have tra- 
vein dE Gokect of qu LokNaN Mule hy 
Fact FoT#:2) Vir ny Travel in Spit I nbMeRNhed, 


Cries are wo! and Night to the Lord, that ye may 
[ 


and that ye,may be armed, with Power, and furni- 
W:ſorh, and tray bY prepited 'with'eve- 


4 X / 

ht Gg*y "AU Roi 

- fxſtireſh, ; | Ko ARE _—_ wal - 
-:1 Therefore, 'my Dear: Fries, fir 6s 
pf your ' Minds, 'and putt \on On eh By helm 

JAG A -% Light 


— 
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Light, then: you will ſce round. about -you,.. and. 1680 
WY. 


which way ſoever the Enemy comes to aflault. you, V 
you will be prepared. to refilt him.; tor your Suffir 
ciency is.in the Light, and inthe Truth, .which,che 
Devil is out of ;-aad if. your Eye be: kept fingle.to 
'Trttb-io your Inward Parts, it. 15 not; all. the-Decex, 
of the Devil and all his Inſtruments, can beguile you ; 
but 2 certain ſenſe will be given you of his mytteri- 
ous Workings. 

And, my Dear Friends, I would not have you 
forget that there be many ways. to weaken and to 
darken you, which mult all be watched againſt; 
therefore, walk CircumſpeQly, keeping your Eye in 
your Head, waiting to feel your ſtrength renewed 
daily,;<For be aſſured, your Tryals and Temptations 
will be renewed, and if you be deſtitute of the Hea- 
venly daily Bread, there will be a daily Weakening, 
which will appear by your being overcome by ſuch 
things, ..as once you had a Power to ſtand againſt, 
-which-is a great Grief to. behold in many. 

And gow, Icome to warn you of a few things that 
have for ſome. time lain vpon me, to ſcnd, among 
.you 3 which, I do in Faithfulneſs recommend. to the 
pure Witneſs,of God.in all Conſciences, not as if I 
Judged aoy : But this I mult tell you, there is one that 
Juegeth, and will give an: Auſwer in every one that 
 Ailleps39 him, by which, he. may know, how far any 

EB Nas by Judge delite Hon the 
2031 ple 4193 p20 IE Mcnt Je ver them that 
are Caught in Satan's LO if they do hearkeo, 
and; ſubmit, ro. his Leadinge.. 1 
> 220anA 2iondw O41 
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8/1 4 


it. Take, heed my Dear Friends, of holding the 
Truth in a bare Formality, ſatisfying your klyes 
that you have for a long time owned the Way: of 
Truth, and the Aſſemblies of the Lord's People, and 
appeared as they have done in all Outward: things, 
2nd have hereby obtained the Repute to be one bf 
them; and under theſe Conſiderations fit down at 
caſe, as to the Inward Man, unacquainted with the 
Inward Travels, either for thy ſeli or cthers/; un- 
concerned whether the Noble Plant grow's, cither 
in thy {elf, or in others. Oh! my Friends, this is a 
dangerous State, yea, more dangerous than my 
Tongue or Pen can declare; though ſo far as to 
clear my ſelf, and to warn ſuch, God will give me 
utterance : Therefore conſider how thy poar Soul 
is beguiled in this Condition; for in the tirſt place 
thou art deprived of that daily Enjoyment: which 
others, do enjoy, in waiting upon the Lord ; they 


feel his refreſhing Preſence, which either fills them 


with Toy and Comfort, or elſe opens their: Under- 
ſtandings in the Light ofa certain Knowledge of, and 


Teſtimony againſt ſuch things. as yet Rand 4n/the 
.way, and hinder the Joy of his Salvation from chem: 


But thou that fitteſt in a dry Formality, without:an 
Inward Travail upon thy Spirit, thou knoweſt, 'nei- 
ther of theſe things, burigoeft on. in the Dark, not 
knowing whuther thou goeſt, and fo inthelcogth of 
time, thou being ſuch a Stranger: to the pomicrful 
working of Truth in thy {clf, ir grows to.a Queſtion 


With thee, whether others do w iruels any ſuchpow. 


erful Workings, yea or- nay ;-4tor-;every: thing that 
is not Experimental, is liable to Quettion;;+ as: he 
Thy $11 thac 


A — RR 


© -nx"Epiktie of tender Counli? atid'Advice. 757 


that never ſaw, knows not what Seeing is, ard he 16%0 
that never ſmelt any thing, he knows not what vu 


Smelting 15; ſo he that through long continuance in 
this formal manner of going to Meetings, continues 
fill unacquainted with the power, will at laſt beea- 
fily made to queſtion whether there be ſuch a power 
or no, and in this ſtate the dark power will work in- 
ſenſibly, and prevail upon thy Spirit, and fit thee for 
his own purpoſe, and will Miniſter a ſecrct liberty 
into thy mind, and a looſneſs, evenas to the form ic 
ſelf by degrees, and {vo will prepare thee againſt a 
time of ſome ſharp ſmart Tryal that will come to 
try thee, either in having ſomething, or parting 
with ſomething, which may be had or parted with, 
if thou wilt turn thy Back on Truth ; and when this 
time of Tryal comes upon thee, then the Strength 
and Advantage that the Enemy hath gotten upon 
thee in the time of thy luke-warm, loole Profeſhon, 
is made manifeſt; then thou art in great Straits for 
a Scaſon::If the Temptation be in having a Wife, or 
Husband, or a Portion, or Legacy, jor gaining a 
Suit at Law, or recovering a Debt, or ſuch like 
things: And the things cannot be had without let- 
ting the Teſtimony of thy Profeſſion fall, by Swear- 
ing, or going to a Prieſt, or ſome other matter ut- 
ccrly contrary to thy Proteſhon. Oh ! what Strug- 
ling is there in thy Soul to obtain the thing thou 
delireſt, and yet wouldft fain be reckoned a Friend 
fill; and art loath co be publickly numEzred among 
Back-ſliders and Apoſtates: And lo if the 'Tempta- 
tron and Tryal cornes on the other fide, in parting 
with any thing. (which thou lovelt) for thy Frofefſion 

Hbhe : ſake, 
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r680. ſake, as thy Wife and Children, thy Liberty, thy 
LY Money, thy Cattel, thy Houſe and Land, or whar 
elle may be dear to thee: Oh how doth felf work-to 
fave its ſelf, and loth -it is to part with the Name 
and Reputation of a Priend of Truth, and as loth 
to part with any of theſe things for the Truths ſake, 
not feeling the Hundred-fold in this time, which 
Chriſt ſpoke of, nor the Life everlaſting neither: 
Here is a Day of great Difficulty and Diftreſs, which 
is come, and is coming upon many of ſuch Careleſs 
Profeſſors, in which they do ftand in need of the Help 
of the Divine Power of God to-ſuppore them, and to 
give them ViQory ; but alafs,they are*Eſtranget from 
it, and now the Form will not ſupport in the Hour 
of this great Tryal, but the Flefh and Bloods Con- 
ſultings are grown ſtrong for want of iving-in the 
daily Croſs ; and that Nature cries aloud'in the Ears 
of thy Soul, which thou haſt Indulged and Suffered 
to live ; and if thou conſidereſt the Truth, and weigh 
eft the Teſtimony of that againſt thy own Will Sed 
Deſire, then thou eaſily feeſt which is of moſt Wet 
with thee; for a falſe Weight, and falſe 'Balance, 
and falſe Judgment, is got up inthe rime-of thy 
Careleſs Profeſſion, and then the Old 'Neceiver comes 
in, and tells thee, thou ſect no Evil in' it, orat lealt 
not ſo much as on the contrary ſide ; ſo that of Two 
Evil , it's Wiſdom to chuſe the leaft ;” and ſuch Jiks 
Realonings fill thy, Mind,. till at laft thy Will'be 
ing ſtrong; and thy Undetitaoding darkened; 'thow 
takelt up a Reſolution to hazard 'thy 'Soul,” and 
to, part with thy dry ,” withered "Teſtimony thoa 
Vaſt for a long time borh withour Life,” and _— 
"T's | yR 
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e Price that's bidden for it, as E/a# and Judas did, 1580 
we {o {elleſt the Truth which Rk once fallowedlt, "Y'V: 
and delivereſt it (as much as in thee lieth) into the 
Hands of its Enemy, to be mocked, and reproached,, 
and; trampled upon ; and this is the fruit and ef: 
febt. of a long. Carcleſinels and Remiſsnefs, which' 
thou thoughtft once would never have come to this *' 
And when the Servants of the Lord have declared. 
what {ad EffeQts ſuch Negligence would produce in 
time, thou ba(t been aptto bleſs thy ſelf, and to rec- 
kon thou wouldeſt- never run ſo far out, as pub- 
lickly to- bring Reproach upon the Way thou pro- 
felſedft.;. but alas, thou little knewelt that thy Soul's 
Enemy, was all that while but preparing thee againſt. 
the day. of chy greateſt Tryal, and as it were, un- 
arming thee agaioſt the day of Battel, that he might 
the more'caſily overcome thee: But now thou ſceſt 
thou art fallen, when others being tryed with the 
ſame Temptations, ſtand and abide in. their Telti- 
mony z-and ſo mighteſt thou alſo, if thou hadit wait- 
ed.,upon Gad: as thou, o:ghteſt, in Diligence for the. 
renewing of thy Strength : But now alas, miſerable. 
Man, and Woman, what wilt thou do? thy Cloak 
is now pulFd off, thy Fig-leaf- Profeſſion is rent, and 
thou haſt now but Two ways; an well if there. 
be {o. many, to wit, to turn thy. mind from the Ob- 
jet of thy Delight, to the Truth which thou haſt 

gld; fox/it, and oy. Repentance. and through Judg- 
ment, : £9, wait. to ſee_ if God will be merciful to thee 
or no, and to; ſpend. thy Days in Sorrow and Moatn- 
ing. and to.give up now at laft to that Work thou {> 
much. before flightedſt ; or elſe to take the. other 
#4 | way, 
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1680 way, and that is, to go'on inthy Rebellion againſt 
SY the Light of Chriſt Jeſus, and add fin to fin, untill 


the Cuſtom of ſin 'may take away the ſenſe of Judg- 
ment, and ſo thou mayſt grow to a Fleſhly eaſt, 
and give over cating for thy future Well-being : 
But like the Beaſt that periſheth, ſer chy Heart upon 
the things of this Life for a little ſeaſon, and then 
cometh the end; and thou who wert once called of 
God to an Inheritance in his Light, muſt now have 
thy Portion in the utter darkneſs ; and thou' thac 
wert once called to have been a Veſſel of Honour, art 
now become a Veſlel of Wrath fitred for Deftrutti. 
on: Oh! my Soul laments the Condition of ſuch, and 
glad would I be if any of theſe Careleſs Profeſſors of 
Fruth might be awakened before it be.too late : But 
however, I am thus far clear of their Blood, and if 
they periſh, the Fault will be their own. 

25, AS:cond thing that lies upon'me to warn 
you all of, my Dear Friends, is to watch againſt the 
Spirit of this World, leaſt it drink up your Spirits too 
much. in an Eager and greedy purſoit after the 
things of this World, which happens to ſeveral in 
divers manners, to their great hurt and. damage ; 
and the Snare lies deep and hidden, under a ſubtile 
covering. ' For whereas it is the Duty of every Man 
ro take care for his Family, and to be diligent in the 
Calling God hath ſet him in, and to improve ſuch op- 
portunities 'as God: pleaſeth 'ro put into his Hand: 
Here the ſubtile Enemy works to make 'the'care/im- 
moderate, to turn the Dihigence to Slavery, and the 
improving opportunities which God gives him, to a 
finding-and ſearching out of opportunities, miniggs 
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by Indire&t Cauſes, and ſometimes to the prejudice of + 580 
thy Neighbour,and all to try, tofatisfiea greedy deſire SW 


after the heaping up cf Treaſure ia this World, and 
through the earneltneſs of the affeftion that kindles 
daily. more and more, after theſe things a Man comes 
in time to have the Increaſe.or Decreaſe of theſe 
things to be the objetts of his Joy or Sorrow, and 
then he is miſerable, for Joy or Sorrow are the high- 
eſt Faculties of the inind, and ought to be pitched up- 
on the higheſt Objects, and not upon tranſitory things 
under the Sun, By which neither Love nor Hatred can 
be known : But alas how are many caſt down at Lofles, 
and lifted up at Profits and Gains : Oh my Friends, 
take heed of this fickle and uncertain State, for while 
ſome have too much ſet their minds after the things 
of this World, they have erred from the Faith, and 
have placed their Truſt in uncertain Riches; and 
when they have taken their Wings and fled away, 
their hope hath gone with them : Therefore I beſeech 
you, Dear Fricnds, have a care of ſuffering your Spirits 
to be (harpened and ſet on edge about theſe outward 
things; and take heed of inlarging your "Trades and 
Trefficks beyond your Ability, and beyond your Ca- 
pacity, for both theſe evils have becn the Ruin of 
ſome ; for every one that hath Ability, hath not Ca- 
pacity for great things, and every. one that hath Ca- 
pacity,, hath not Ability ; and where either- of theſe 
are; Wanting, :{uch ought to be content with {uch low 
and mean-things as they arecapable to manage; and 
able toreach, andinor to: bear themſelves' too-much 
upon the one, and then ſeek by indirect means to 
make the other an{werable; for no Man knows = 

| Iitue 
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1680 Iſſue beforehand ; and therefgre even in theſe thin 
UNV every one Ought to wait to know the guidance of the 


Lord, and to be ſubjet unto his will, though in a 
Croſs to their own ; as the Apoſtle faid concerning 
them that' faid,, We will go to yonder City, and we 


'will Puy and. Sell, and get Gain: Which were ,all 


lawful-things in themſelves ; yet for this, ſaith he, 
you ought to have ſaid, If the Lord will : 'So he that 
faith, I will increaſe my Trade, and inlarge my Ad- 
ventures, that my Gain may thereby be inlarged ; 
even in this he ought to ſay, If the Lord will. 

Oh Friends, wait to feel the governing Hand of 


. God in theſe things, to govern you in your Aﬀairs, 
: that ſo he may as really be acknowledged by you the 


Lord of Earth, as well as Heaven, the Ruler of your 


Trading and Dealings, as well as of your Religion 


and Profeſſion. 

zaly. And, Friends, I deſire you remember that the 
Crown of our Profeſſion, . was that our Pea was 
Pea, and our Nay was Nap, and ſo ir isſtzll with 
all the Faithful Followers of the Truth ; though too 
many have let in a falſe Liberty ſince their firſt Con- 
vincement, and have not that reſpe& to their words 


- as they ought to have, to the great diſhonour of God, 


and grief of theRighteous, and wounding their own 


Souls. Oh! my Friends, let this be amended by eve- 


ry one that hath been over-taken in.it, as you tender 
the honour of God, your own Proſperity, and the g60d 
of others ; For many ſtumblings have heteby Ma 
laid in the way of ſome who have been near to Truth, 
and they have fallea and been loſt ; but they that 
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laid the ftumbliags, will not be found clear of their »1 680 


Blood in the day of the Lord's Inquiſition. | 
Therefore let all take heed for time tocome, to be 


- "true to their word ; forall who do profeſs, the Truth, 


do0ina kind Pawn the Truth, as much as in them 
lies,. or | at leaſt their part in. the Truth, eyeny time 
they do paſs their Promiſe, or Sign a Bill or Obligati- 
on tor any Payment to be made at "Tuch a time as is 
mentioned in the ſaid Promiſe, Bill or Obligation, 
and ſuch a one hath now no power to diſpenſc w ith 
the payment at the time appointed, without the con- 
ſent of the party to whom he is ſo engaged ; and if he 
doch of himſelt delay, or deny payment, he forfeits 
what he Pawned, namely his Truth: Now which 
of you having Pawned your Coat or Cloak for the half 
of the Value to Redeem it again ſuch a day, or to 
loſe it, would not you be very careful t9 obſerve your 
day ? But Oh! of how much greater value is this 
Pledge, when Truth. lies at ſtake ? And I am ſure 
they that truly love it, will have more care of it than 
Chak, Coat, or any earthly thing. > 

+; Fherefore the ways to prevent all ſuch miſcarri- 
ages, are to be taken notice of, and that in the firſt 
place, that none run themſelves into neceſſities by in- 
dire& Courſes, as by an over-charging themſelves in 


"Trading, nor in over-buying more than they are able 


* 


4 


* 


4 
| ye 


.0T mes. gor by Suretiſhip, which makes' a' ſup- 
* d. 


zbr, though uncertain , and therefore" the 
© dangerous, becauſe ut may come upon. ol at 


*ungWares, before you' are prepared "for it. ; Pheſe 


things ought in, wiſdom to be prevented afore-hand, 
| Iii Alſo 
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| 1680 Alſo every ane that upon a juſt gecafian.dath hors 


S&YY row, and doth paſs his word upan the Reputation of 


Truth, by Promiſe, Bill or Obligation, ought at the 
ſame time to have ſomething in his Eye of moſt cer 
rainty, by which he ſhall be inabled to perform his 
Word, and not to truſt to Returns of Adventures, 
Iacreaſe of Crops, Gains-of Trade, or others keeps 
ing their Word wich him,' or any ſuch like nocer- 
rainties ; for ifany doſo, they. may be in this ſnare 
of being unfaithful to tEeir Promite before they are 
aware. But although there is a kind of uncertginty 
1a all theſe things below, yet where a Man's Truth 
and Profeſſion lies thus at Pawa, and mult be fetchrt 
home or forfeited, there ought, as ſaid before; tobe 
mening molt certain in ſuchanones Eye, by which 
he may ſave his Word ; as Money that he knows to 
be at his Demand, or Goods in Poſleſſton, or .Lands 
that are Free, and can be Engaged if the worſt come ; 
for you will find more Peace in Conſcience, and a 
better anſwering of Truth tro makea new Engage: 
ment of Land or Goods, than to break an old Engage+ 
ment of your Truth and Profeſſion. 

Dear Friends, my heart is very full in this matter, 
and much I could Write hereof, but I ſpare you in 
Love and good Will, believing a word to the Wiſe 
will be ſufficient ; And if « Fool be brayed in a Mortar, 
he will not depart from his fooliſbneſs. Therefore, 
Dear Friends, be wiſe inall theſe-.thiogs, thatifo'ye 
may notrhe in-Bondage and Slavery'to the things of 
this Life, \but may have.a Dominion and Reign over 
them, according toyour Calling in-Chrilb Jeſus, thar 
cyery one of you may Wear your Crown, and none 
may 
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may have cauſe juſtly againſt any of you, to ſay, 1680 
ſuch an ones Yea is Nay ; fot then he takes your AV 


Crown and your Pledge, which is hard to gain again. 
Oh Friends, I write theft things unto you in true 
Love, and in a holy Reſpett unto the Holy Natne of 
God, 'that is made known atrong us. Therefore ler 
not a Cavilling Wiſdom rife up againſt the Word of 
Exhortation to apply it wrongfully ; but in Love 
and Meekaneſs let it be received, as from one that 
Travels for your Proſpetity, and waths you of the 
Snares of your Soul's Enerny. 

4/3. And, Friends, the next thing that lies upon 
me, 'is in Reſpett unto ſuch as have been Brought up, 
and Educated among(t us, arid are grown up, and 
do make Profefſion of the ſame Way and Truth in 
which they have been Educated : That all ſuch may 
take heed that they reſt not in a baie Educable Form 
ofthe Trath, without having regard to their inward 
Travail ofthe Soul, and to their growth in the power 
of Godlinefs; for the Snares of their Souls Enemy 
lies deepin this matter, and his working is to draw 
their Minds into the World, while their Bodies and 
their publick Profeſſion remain amongſt Friends, 
and to keep them at eaſe and liberty from the daily 
Croſs, and from the crucifying Power , by which 
they ſhould trayail to ſubdue that nature in themſelves 
that is grown up in their youth, as well under this 
Profeſſion as under any other, where.the Power- is 
not minded diligently : And by this means many ate 
and remain unfitted for the Teſtimoay of Trath, want- 
iog to be rooted and grounded in it, through an ex- 
perimental Warfare in their own particulars. For, 
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1680 my-Priends, T ſay unto you in the Word of the Lord, 
WY V Except ye be born again, ye cannot ſee the Kingdom of 
God ; and if ye cannot ſee that, what availeth it 
what you ſee? For all ſight, viſion, and opening of 
things will not ſave nor deliver your Souls in the day 
of Tryal that will come upon you for the tryal of zour 
Faith, and then if your Faith be ſuch an one as ſtands 
in Words and Terms, though never {o true, yet it 
will fail you in that day, and you will not be able to 
ſtand, Therefore, dear Friends, fink down in low- 
lineſs and - humility, and wait to feel the power re- 
vealed in you, Which was revealed in us in the begin- 
ning, and join your minds to it, in a living Faith, 
that you may come to experience its condemning 
Power, to judge every vain Thought and exalted De» 
ſire, and every idle Word and evil Action ; that fo 
by the pure Judgment of Truth you may come to wit- 
neſs a cleanſing and a ſabduing of that nature that 
luſteth unto Diſobedience of the righteous Law of 
God in your Hearts, and as that nature is kept under 
the daily Croſs, it will weaken and die daily-in you, 
and the weaker it is made, the more you will feel of 
the powerful quickenings of the Word of God in your 
Souls, and a tender Life will ſpring up in you, to 
your great Comfort, that will be tender of the Glory 
of God, and'ofthe Honour and Reputation of your 
Profeſſion ; and as you joyn herewith, you will be 
acquainted with the Travels of the true Zr, the 
Mother of us all, who brings not forth but through 
deep/Exercifes ; and although this-will rake'you off - 
fromthe Delights and Pleaſures, and Lofcinefs of this 
World, yet theend will repay all yoyr ſorrow =" 
Ima 4 travail, 
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travail, for this will bring you to know the warchiof 1680 
Truth, and teach you to ſer a'value upon it,. and.up- HWY 
on every Teſtimony of it, beyond all-tranſitory and 
fading things, when as others who baye lightly come 
by their Profeſfion, will lightly eſteem it, and light- 
ly let it go again; Therefore my travail and ery, is; 
that you might be wiſe unto Salvation, and. for that : 
end do I ſend this to you that ye might be brought ito 
try your Foundations, every one 1n your ſelves, be- 
fore it be tryed for you, for then it will be too late to 
come tothe true Foundation, or at leaſt it will be 
through greater hardſhip, when the cry at midnight 
15 heard, and the time of entrance cometh, it will be 
too late to.-buy Oyl to your Lamps, and then ſuch as 
have a Lamp and no Oyl, will be ſhut out : There- 
fore prize your time, and examine your ſelves, what 
reaſon you have in your ſelves, to make Profeſlion of 
the Name and Way of God, more than that you 
were educated therein, and brought up to'it by your 
Parents , Guardians, or Maſters. Have you ever 
felt the heavenly Vertue of it overſhadowing your 
Souls ? And if you have, do you retain and keep/ the 
ſayour of it ſtill upon-your Spirits? Do you: feel youn 
ſelves poſſeſt with that awe, fear and reverence 'of 
the [Lord's preſence which the Lord's people felt in 
the beginning of their Day, and the Faithful do ftilh 
feel ? Is the inward enjoy ment of the Life of 'Truth a, 
greaterovy to-you than all yonr outward Injoyments? 
If:ſo,, then you will aot ſell it, nor-part with: is,, for-/ 
any: thing in this- World ; And:the - Teftimonies-/: 
which fuch do bear for the Truth, will nor. be \tradis 
tional, but from a {cenſible:convincement in- them 
{clves,, 
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1680 ſelves; forhatthey will be able to ſay, theſe things 
WV have we received from the Lord, and they are the Teſt. 
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monies of Godmanifeft to us in the Light of his Sox 
Chriſt Feſus, in whom ve have believed, On Friends, 
how will this drive back the Stortn of Temptations 
that will-come both inwardly and outwardly, in a 
time of trouble ? How many 15 there who for want of 
this experimental aſſurance im themſelves, have been 
brought to great queſtionings and doubtings, and 
knew net whether to go, backward or forward, and 
many have halted and Raggered, and ſome have fat 
les and riſe no more, tothe ruin of themſelves and 0- 
thers; therefore, my dear Friends, truſt not tothe re- 
ſolutions of your own Spirits, without a ſenſe of the 
power, norto a receiving the Truth by your Educa- 
tion, but all wait to be made living and true Wit- 
teſffes of therifing of the power in your own hearts, 
and the carrying on of the Work-of the Power in your 
felves, tothe tegenerating you, and bringing you, to 
that Birth that truiterh in nothing but in the.Lord a» 


tones and hath him for its ſimpport in the freatelt ex-. 


erciſts'; then ſhall ye ſtand and remain, and: be a Ge» 
nerationchoſen of God, to bear his Name and Teſti- 
moay, and tocommit it to the next Generation. 

i 5#hly. And, Friends, let the Brotherly-love that 
was ſown in your hearts, as a'precious Secd in your 
firlt coavincement, continae and increafe daily, that 
as.ye/arc made partakers of one hope of Salvation in 
Chriſt Jelus, ſo ye may continue 'of. one mind and 
hears; : according to the working of His Spirit in you, 
having a tender reſpe& one for another, as © hildren 
of one Father, and'as'ſuch'as feed at one Table : For 

| Chriſt 
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Ckrift hath ordained, and dotlr ofdain'in alt his 1686 
Churches, That we ſhould love one another, =_ WWW 


we ſhould ſhun all occaſions of offence and grief, tha 
we ſhould walk orderly, and as becomes his hot y 
Goſpel, that we may. be an honour thereunto, 'and a 
ſtrength and' comfort to one another: This is'our 
great Ordinance, our new Commandment}, which 
wasSalſd from rhe beginning, and will always ab ide 
the ſame through all Generations : Theretore, my 
Friends and Brethren, let the Fruits of fincere and 
brotherly Love abound among(t you both in word 
and Deed, andlet none be wanting in fulfilling the 
Law of Charity, without which all Profeſſion will be 
but lhe f reg +; Braſs, or 4 tinkling Cymbal. | 
But if this Law be kept to, the Life of Religion 
will be felt, and each one will thereby be taught their 
Duty and Charge concerning another, and know to 
comfort in Charity, to admoniſh ia Charity, to re- 
prove in Charity, and allo to receive all theſe in Cha+ 
rity, and this will exclude for ever all whifpering 
and'tate-bearing, and bring every one to deal plainly 
and uprightly with every one, not ſuffering fin ro ret 
upon the Soul of thy Brother, but to deal wich him 
quickly, plainly and tenderly, even as thou thy ſelf 
wouldſt bedealt wichal ; and however this kind of 
dealing be taken, thou ſhalt not miſs of thy reward, 
but thy peace will remain with thee :- For while 
Friends Eyes are fixcd upon the. power of God, as 
their-Guide and Leader in all theſe thimgs, and their 
deſign is ſimply God's Glory, the clearing their own 
Conſciences, and the good of their Brather, they wilt 
not be diſcouraged in their undertakings, for they 
| know 
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dy. to feed upon unſavoury Food, nor to be eaſily to: 
fed, nor to be troubled at evil tydings, nor cannot 
be drawn after one thing or Man by an affeCtion, cor 
ſet againſt another Man nor thing by a prejudice, 
but the truc Balance of a ſound Judgment, ſettled in 
the Divine Knowledge, according to the meature 
that the Father hath beſtowed, keeps ſuch teddy in 
their way, both in reſp«& to their own Teſtimony 
and Converſation, and alſo in reſpe& to their Deal- 
ing with others. Oh, my dear Friends, in ſuch doth 
the truth ſhine, and ſuch are the true Followers of 
Chriſt, and they are worthy to be followed, ( be- 
cauſe their way 1s as a ſhining Light ) ſhining on to» 
wards 


we may deliver over all the Teſtimonies of our Lord 
Jefus' unto the ſucceeding -Generations, as pure, as 
certain, and as Innocent as we receiv'd them, in the 
beginning; ad in the end'of all ow Lab juts, Tra- 
vels, Trials ad Exerciſes, may lay down ur Heads 
in that Sabbath of Reſt that remains always for the 
Lord's People. 

This is the breathing Defire that lives in me, for 
all-you who have believed in our Lerd Jeſus Chriſt, 
in whbſe Name and S$thſe of his Power, and of the 
Life he hath revealed ih every Member of his whole 
Body, I falute you all, and bid you farewel. 


Stepher. Criſp. 
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FROM 


Stephen Criſp, 
FRI ENDS 
DANTZICK 


Amſterdem this 19th. Fifth Month. "1680. 


Dear Friends, | #2" - 
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Vertue from day to day, That as =_ Tryals- and 
Tribulations abound, you may reall 

in your ſelves for whoſe ſake the Tryals and Perſecu- 
tions come ; for it'was, and is the Seed-birth of Life 
that wasand is perſecuted'and afflifted in all Ages, as 
Paul ſaid, gat thy holy Child Jeſus have they 

done all theſe things ; fer you know, my F riends, 
that before this Birth in ſome meaſure did appear, 
you were atpeace with the World, and the World 
with you, but when ye were turned from darkneſs to 
light, then the dark power began to work againſt 
you, and do ſtill work, and will work fo long as its 
Hour laſteth, and what is the work thereof? Is it 
not to draw or drive you again to darkneſs, from the 
Light: to /Falſhood, ro Hypocrifie from Truthz to 
Death from Life, all which in the Light of Life you 
comprehend and diſcern; and by the operation of 
that love to God which he hath ſhed into your Hearts 
by the Spirit of his Son, you are upholden and pre- 
ſerved in your Teſtimony unto this day, and by the 
Faith which God hath given you, you have the-evi» 
denfe of things you do. not yet ſee, and do enjoy the 
ſubſtance of the things you hope for, even Immorta- 
lity and Eternal Life, the Firſt-fruits whereof as an 
Earneſt are revealed by his Spirit in your Inward 
parts: And by this Faith it isthat we know God will 
put, the Seeds Enemies under his Feet both inward 
and outward accbrding to' his Promiſe ;' but Frieridg, 
it isfi0t the pare of him thatis a rroc Believer romalk 

haſte; bur to Tave' tie Timhes,” "Seaſons, Ways and 
Means to the Lord alone, whoſe'Willis to be doneiry 
Earth asin Heaven, and _ be done in ſpight of = 
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3680 his. Boemjes. Therefore, dear Friends, Rand. given 
WUYV up.m the Will of your God who: hath choſen be cal- 
led yoato make known his Namg and Power in you, 
and to letall his Enemies know that he is able ta fup- 
port his Childreg- in the greateſt Exercilgs, by which 
is Name in due time by others ſhall be acknowledg- 
ed, as it is among you this day ; for whoſe ſake q- 
thers have formerly ſuffered Key | laboured : And, dear 
Friends, keep your Eye tg the power of God, to 
whl.ich allthiogsare poſſible, and look not too much 
upon the power of Death and Darkneſs, for it yay 
do, you will be captivated in the natural ſence, and 
{o will he weakened, but. being diligently waitin 
upon God in the bght of his Son, ( in whom, he hat 
appeared to you ): you will be ſo confirmed is the 
Faith of his power, that you will be able to believe 
beyond what your natural ſence can comprehend, 
and then feel you the Life of the true Chriſtians in all 
Apes of Chriſtendom in which they have overcome 
and trampled upon all manner of Sutterings, and gven 
Death it ſelf ; for alas, my Frieads, what is this Lite ? 
What is this Breath ? at is this time that we haye 
here on Earth but ſomething-given us of God where- 
with he bath ordained that we ſhould” gloribe, him ? 
And if we love this Life, and the things of it ſo much 
as not to part. with it and them for his Names lake, 
then arc: we unworthy of him, but, my Friengs, you 
hayc ſeen how the Lord. your God bath, dealt.gracioul- 
ly with you, and hath not ina long. time of Sufter- 
ing. permitted the fierce; Waves; to, devaur you,;bur 
that both. you and your Teſtimony are kept alive. un- 
to this day by a ſecres Divine Power, 3nd it Doall oye 
: , an 
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and outlive your Adverſaries; therefore be of good 1680 
Courage, the Cauſc in wid pou are Ingaged is the rv 


Lord Jehovah's, who will ariſe for his Name's fake in 
his owa time, way .and manner, ſo you need not to 
take care how Worm Facob ſhall ariſe 3 your cars is, 
only to be faithful to what God hath made manifeſt 
. to you, to keep your Conſciences free, though: you 
ſhould þe bound that your Witneſs may live though 
you ſhould die ; the. Lord knows how to raiſe his 
Seed, and to ſupport his Servants. And, my Friends, 
this I muſt ſay unto you, that ſince I came hither I 
have been ruly refreſhed jn the Account I have had 
out of your Letters, and my Heart is drawn forth in 
tender Love to you ; and were my Body able to ſu- 
ſtain Travail as it hath been, I ſhould, I believe, come 
to ſee your Faces, but Tam much decayed in Body, 
howbeit my Spirit is at liberty, thorow the Grace I 
have received of God, in which I both rejoice and ſuf- 
fer withthe Flock and Heritage of God every where ; 
and this, my dear Friends, I lay upon you in the 
Name of the Lord, even the ſame that our Lord hath 
laid upon us all, to wit, that ye love one another 
with ſincere Love, and that ye be of one mind, 1n all 
humility, bearing each others Burdens, and waſh- 
ing each others Feet, when need requires, and be a 
ſrength one to another according to the ability which 
God hath given you, that ſo none may be loſt by 
means of any ones laying ftumbling-blocks in their 
way ; but if any will wilfully turn back, and cauſe 
the offence of the Crols to ceaſe, for the fake where- 
of you ſuffer Tribulation, their Condemnation may 
be wholly upon their own Heads, and you _ be 

ept 
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' P=zc2, and of Mercy be with you, and muſtip! _ 
Bleſi1g 256n you, and ſhine into all your Souls, 
the Glacious Manifeſtations-of his Preſence, to your 


roy Poker Amen. * CY gy a 


Toar Friend and Brother is the Tribulati. 
ons and Patiexce of C hrift the Head of 
the Trae Body, which is bis Church, 
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* Babylon Oppoſer 


© RUTH 


By- the TRUTH 


REPROVED: 


AND 


His Enmity, Falſchood and Confufion 
manifeſted : In Anſwer to an Impertinent 
.Paper ſent abroad by T homas Criſp. -- 
IN WHICH 


His Falſe Foundation is diſcovered, and his 
Building brought upon his own Head. 
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Written by a Servant of Truth, and Witneſs againſt Lying 
and Lyars , STEPHEN CRISP. 


LONDON, Printed by T. Sowle, 1694. 
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Babylomſh Oppoſer 


OF | 
TRUTH 
By the TRUTH 
REPROVED. 


Homas Criſp, Thou or ſome other of thy Partyy 


having direQed a Printed Paper to,me, © 

Ps Builders unmaking themſelves; T have read the 
ſame, and well conſidered the Contents thereof, and 
do find, that' not. anly a great deal of, Enmity, but 
alſo of Falſhood and ContradiQtion is contained in it ; 
which when it is laid before thee in a Spirit of Love 
and Tenderneſs, from one that ſeeks and deſires thy 
Salvation, it may be may have {ome effe& upon thee, 
to the abating thy Fooliſh Raſhneſs, and may bring 
thee tg a better ABS ih 6 thy Work, which 


iS, 


Qumm_—_—_— 


- 459! 


"A Babyloniſh Oppoſer of Truth, 


cy 


168 :is, ;, that I chiefly deſire and aim at : Elſe I am not apt 


WYDe meddle wit 


-. Peat not: 


things of this nature, having never 
loved Controverſie , for Cantroverſie ſake ; but am 
one that ſatisfies my ſelf in an aſſurance of Faith, in 
the power of the Living God, believing it will break 


and confound-alt that rife up agzinſt' it; avit Hitherto 


hath done. 
Now conſidering the time in which thou haſt pub- 


liſhed thy Book againſt u$, it ſeems to be the only 


time the Devil could have taken advantagiouſly to 


work ia, the ,of People,.a Belief. of. our being, 
In « if Con _ yew! ome , wen ma 2 
then of. the Rob Relighbn, Rave by their Wi 


Works rendred themſelves obnoxious to the Puniſh- 


. ment of Juſt Law, and to the Abhorrence of all 


Good Men ; at ſuch a tine it is,- that thou rendreſt 
us, the Sol called Caaters, __ at ch half way 
in U WI — t a Stride-0- 
ver & og as Coe. may 'tbake us Mitct 
and Embrace ; as ; _ 9. An ne our Judg- 
ment, or the Judgment which we take part with, 1s 
Beye-fard Popory, St in 5% tz. 2nd'in divers other 
Fe how ho By all-which , eh6u dolſt 
i he no) gh y eh root have us ile 

or re {ous' Beth t6 Ma. 

=> Pte Vulg] | "by erooked Infinia- 


tions, Baaky.- +55 ſons 'to/ the true Proteftant 
Ott Thomas * who hath ſer thee'or © 


 hetein apy adore tl Book), is thailifeſt&d ir 


God, to be the' Fither of Lis, With Whom 


Seghe « 
thoy; wilt certainly have thy NIE, if thou Re- 
oor Shen pl Tor" of 18s Kiki che 
thou 


— 


"by the Truth Vepzoved.. ar 


thou and they can do, yet ſhall weappear inthe Sight 168r 
of God, and in the Sight of the Magiftrates, and in the WW 


Sight of the Men of this and after Generations, 'to 
be in our Principles and PraCtice, and Life too, 'at a 


* farther. diſtance from that. ſort of Men thou wouldft 


link: us to, than ever your REG Libertine Spirit 
will lead you : And when you ſhall ſee us delivered 
from the. Evil you thought to bring upon us, and 
ſe our Teſtimony ſhine over the Heads of *Papiſts, 
ard yor too, and your ſelves (for wart of the Di- 
vine Aſfiftance of God's Power) crowch- and truckle 
under, as you do already to the Spirit of* this' World, 


'then-wall you gnaw your 'Tengues for very Pain, 


and, the Reward of your Ermity will come upon 
Fo cwn Pates, with a Witneſs. "Therefore, if there 


* -be yet a Day, ſeek "Mercy and Forgiveneſs at the 


Hand of the Lord, before he comes to render his 
Vengeance upon you for all your hard Speeches which 
uogodlily you have Spoken, Written or Printed a- 

inſt the Lord and his Heritage ; a People that 
tears. his Name, and walks in the Light of' his'E- 


. verlaſting Day, upon which your Clouds' and Smoke 


can no:more bring a \ ight. 
In the next Place, Ftake notice of thy Deceit and 


' Falfhood in this little Book, whict-is grounded wpon 
'2 Lie, viz. G, FG.W. and A.'P, have not denied 


z, 


* 


tf, 


- . the, matter of the Barbados Paper, they have - not 


iyen..one; Word of Reproof*to it,” nor'drfowned the 
Prins les. therein contaited, #2." 'Now, how:Noto- 
rows ll this 15, evefy ubbiaſſed/Readermay*Judve ; 
hey declarethat” this, (meaning the Marter 
or Doarine of the Paper,”)/ would*be/the way! to 

ET © CO” CUT CS 


—— 


— ————————— — — 
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— -— —— 


1689! 


= 


ACN. Wi 
; of *Reproot ?' is. this not a-diſowaning the-Principle? 


_— 


a# } 


bring them all from the ttieaſure-of the Spirit in their- 
oewn' particulars.” What Thomas, is this not a- Word 


Ts -well ſaid;-.4 Lyar had need of '« good Memory: .. A- 
gin; allare to'give up-to the Univerlal Spirit of God 
mar bwn Particulars ;. what, is 'not this. a difown- 
ing the Poſition: of 'the Paper neither ? Again, as to 
Subſcriptions to an _ outward” tye, be. above ſuch 
things, &e. we deſire you-would: ſtop this Paper for 

oing any- farther, '&c.. ' What! not a Word' yer of 

.eproof or Diſowning in all this, but G. F. &c. mult 
bear the refleftion of this- Poſition, as if he and they 
had been the Authors 'of it : Hath not. thy Enmity 
betrayed:thy Reaſon, and robbed' thee'of. comrtion 
Juſtice and Ingenuity too.. Yea., but. thou abjeQs, 
Page 171, that they are more afraid of. the Publica- 
tion, than aſhamed of the Matter, &:. 'This ſeems 
to: me a very ſilly Allegation ; for if the Paper were 
ſd; much: according to G.. F's. &c.. Minds, yea, the 
very Produft of what we had laboured for: a lang 
time ; what ſhould make G. F. or any- of us afraid 


-of the- publiſhing of it? Hath that ever been our 


PraCtice, to be afraid to-publiſh the Concluſions and 
A ents, of Friends and Brethren., who in the 
ame and Power of God:,' have concluded and- a- 
eed-upon things that we knew' would. ſtand” and 


- be-juftifiable by God's. Witneſs, though we”'knew 
?rhey- would a> with oppoſition from bad 'Spirits. 


«# 
*2 


needed G. F. &, care what bed-Spirits vr "A- 


Poſtates would fay of the Paper, if they'got'lt ;- bur 
"al ff oaee-gp Se Tent Sri gr fe Greta given 


i121:46 


\fo-ro-fay :' We: uſe' not! to be afraid' of what 
bs you: 


— 


EEE EI Er rr oro—o—_—_ TIE —— 
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*yqu-[eam; ſay. $0 us or, our Papers,, which are-written.: x63x , 


16 the/True,and Divine. Authority of... the Power,,of.. 


God. which 1s. over you all : But let them go abroad 
freely, for_you to ſay your worlt to them, as knows: 
ing: that Barking. at neither, the Sun. nor the Moon 
can. keep them from ſhining :. So, that 'it. muſt needs: 
appear that. it was the diſlike that G. F. &'c, had to 
the Paper that, cauſed them to deſire the ſtopping of 
it, more than for fear of the uſe you-could make of 
' it;- and yet that fear not wholly excluded. neither, 
knowing that you might juſtly refle& upon it in ſome 
things which we could not ſtand by. 
. | But; thou feemeſt to be highly offended at the 
Kind and Friendly Language of G. F. &«.. in their 
Paper, by which thou R_ how little favour thou: 
haſt of the Spirit of a true Chriſtian, or Chriſtian 
Miniſter, who is to reſtore ſuch as are overtaken.in 
a Fault, in the Spirit of Meekneſs : What if they 
ſaid, We know you. mind the beſt things ;, the Letter be- 
ing writ to a Body of People, dare you fay that: 
none of them. do mind the beſt things ? Yea, they 
were that very, day minding how they might keep: 
down ſuch looſe Libertines that had for a long time- 
ſought to diſturb the Peace of their Chriſtian So- 
ciety ; though they wp poſſibly exceed in the Me-- 
thod. of proceeding with them by the Arguments or: 
Influence of. ſome few. among them. hat. then, 
mat they; all-be unfriended and denied Brotherhood' 
eunoand be written to, as Wicked and Unggd- 
ly, after-thy,| Uncharitable: Dealing ;. And herethou! 
elt. to, quote my. Words , , though fallacioully,. to: 
make. a ſeeming Oppoſition. between us, that. 1. wid 
E: 


-4 


m—_— —_—— 


454 Þ Babylonilh Oppoſer-of Truth, 


= 


i 


uf ; perity of the Truth, and thoſe that Labour init, aſ- 


+rx68+x the Paper was not only 1ll worded, -bur- ill. nxaut ; 
WYV my Words did not reflect at all upon. the Subſcri- 1 
bers generally, as thou quotes them , but: upon the. 
"-Contriver or Drawer up of it, who ever it was, that 
I feared; it was not well meant in him or them and. 
T am fill of the ſame Mind ; and it's my Deſire, and. 
the Deſire of us all, that every Friend may keep in. 


-a ſence of the meaſure of the Spirit of God {in their 
-own particulars, that in that they may feel their U- 
'nity one with another, and with one another's Te- 
'ſtimonies ; according to the ancient Doftrine Preached 
Among us from the Arbark . And thole that keep 
in this Senſe, feel what flows from the Univerſal 


"Spirit of Truth, and receive it in their, own Meas: 


ſure, from a ſenſible SatisfaQtion in rhemlclves, an4 not 


- from an Implicit Subje&tion , or Blind Obedience,. as 


thou Enviouſly intimates we aim to ſet up; and if 


4t ſhould' come 'to paſs, that a thing ſhould be de- 
'*clared from the Motion of the Spirit of God, and 


"that ſome 'particular Friend doth not preſently have 
That ſenſible fatisfaftion in himſelf concerning the 


_ "Matter, what then ? Do you think that the mealure 
of the-Spirit in himſelf, will {tir him up to oppoſe 


it, and war againſt it ? ſurely no-: But it will teach 
him to'wait'1n quetorls yoo God, who. is the.O- 
| of the Underſtanding , and doth by hippuric 


'* Hring his People ro-the Unity of the Faith, But. that 


-- "6x cf-Men, whoſe Quarre] thou haſt ſo, muck cf+ 
= Hoaſ ; Arca fn of. 99y Daguly, Pppgſers of 
ers hernſelves fierce Deſpiſers, who malifnes the, Prof- 


eperſing -both" them” and” their Labours with Nick- 
4 Names 


TWISTS) 


v -—_ —_ ſk a a ac .T TÞvu_» au AS Gcua*. £4 © 


ora ee 


Namesand- Reproachful Speeches; and Bloody and 

Murderous-Infinuarions ;and- Suggeſtions':: And ' muſt? 
allthis be- fathered upon the'Spirit of God ?' Olrhote 

rible: Darkneſs ! welt: may it: be faid*Night is upon. 
you, and* Bliadheſs 1s happened to! you. Arenot you 
a/ſhamed to pleatifor the Primitrve Doatine of Truth' 
| as-it was praCtifed among us in the beginning; that 
every” one-ſhould 'keep- ro the meaſure of Light and” 
Grace-given:them of God ? when- thou ſezit before 
thy- , whetherF. P. and: M. P. are come ; and' 
may fee-if thou wilt, whether thy ſelf, and many 
more of thy looſe Eibertine Aſociates are coming. 
What 'did the meaſure of the Grace of: God in the 


beginning, teach a Conformity to the World in Rib- 


buns; Lace,.Pendants, Bowings, Com- 


kments, Paying: Tythes, and Mar- 
- ing with the Priefls ? &c. + Did 


the Spirit of God in the beginning, 
teach- ſuch an. inJuftrious improving 
of Failings and Weakneſſes; ſuch a 
raking for Evil things,. fuch heap- 
ing up Accuſations, ſuch rendring of 
them that - cp Leroy th 
to Reproa | rings. Nay, 
nay ,, Thomas, this is the Spirit + 
the World, entred in another A 
pearance, which hadſtthou and'they 

Faithful" to* the real Gift and 
Grace'of God, it had' preferved you 


from it... 


The -3rh Mnnth, 1681. 

+ Thomas Criſp /aid, 
that he hath pajd Tythes 
Larey; and that ihe Spirit of 
God did or might allow him 
to pay Tythes, or Marry by 
a Prieſt : Ard that by the 
ſame Spirit of G04, another 
might be' required no: to - 
pay them, or not to dy the 
ſame thy. gs, 

This Fbo, Criſp ſpoke 


P* the Month and Year a- 


boveſaid z and conſented 
ta be Wrk an Printed 3 
and took a Copy of the a- 
boveſaid Words wi: h him. 
Witatefs.F. Feld, Jun. 


Now 


—_ << o—— 


per I SaioioniH open of-@math, 


' 1887 #1 
OYV HR 


Now as 'tonetning-that Jilingenions marmer/ of 
efleding, which thou frequently uſes, F hope thot) 
wik-mect with/a" ſafficent Reproef in thy/felf fore 
it'7: nd therefore ſhall not fay inuch; only! to: pat 
ir Mind, 46-ſee if: thou” would'ſ} b& fo-dexl 
by yo where-thou 'fuppoſeſt ont” Meattings ; 
| Commedttts upon thy own Suppofitions, as 'thit 
G+F. &c. means by' the Univerſal” Spirit; 'that Sjll- 
rit that fet up theſe Orders and 4 and'T 
take it to be -meant the Judgment -of the Rulirig 
Fi 


Party, or Foxoniens, &c. And he ſeems to place 


.more Vertue and Power in —_— . 
of: Womens Meetings , than in all'Fawh' Fra 
of the Spirit ; Ove, # thou Fear Roms ati? 

*penious Adve ? (I fay not a Friend;Y/nay;' m- 
Lo that never = A Feud, would fcorn Par Few | 
-of treating us ; but Enmity is Blind. ' F pray God 

If it' be his Will, open thy Eyes to ſee thy'own 
[ſtate, and then thou wilt know that G: F. &s, have - 


_ iQeſerved to be better treated at thy Hands/2s - 


»'; But-one thing I marvel at, and that is How-this 
©Auithot iT.''C; labour” ſo-mnch 'to:rmake'his 
-(Reader believe G. F. &c. their owning 'the'-matter 
of the Paper, 'and renders the Conſequenees thereof 
.- wo be 'the' very DoQtrme and Government thuthe- 
'\-hathi!laboured. to-fet up;-upon whic/he hth Fixed 
2i ſo''tany Heinons Names ji\as clear « Byjdencelof LA. 
{2 y , $593 | This untineted 

5 


Jl 


ir . 
>> 


c1t+,2 et; c: ; the 


A— a — 


= TOY 
1 'by the Ttuth Repwvedic-: FA 457 


P or -Foxoniaxs - -among the Quakers, x68 
£10 by the r2th. Page. And then he tells WV 


his Reader a, quite contrary Story, - and. acquits 
G.. F,:&«. a the Matter Ns: - and tells 
us-that G. F. differs from- the Subſcribers of - got 
Rapere:1,G £4 Fs, have born their  Feſtimon 
{ their Subſcription ; for G, F. &e, lays, his 
ould make the Belief which i is in the Light, and 
the. meaſure of the Spirit in their own particulars, 
not one with the Univerſal Spirit, &c. And then 
F.C. adds as an Amen to.G. F's, Poſition, Indeed ſo 
dw, "Could any. one that had read this Book: 
thought the Author ſhould before he had 


toes here du with G. F. &«. and cleared him 
his- high-C e he had laid; and he who had 


Y TEES to make Folk believe that the An- 
wer, was but a { one, an Anſwer for Fa» 
Tow fake, for fear the Paper ſhould be publiſhed, 
- gt one Ward .of Reproof , no denial in Fat, but 
G. F. and they; all one in the Judgment and Senſe of 
2] Ny 3 ee If ys who would have the 
us that G. F. &«. differs the 
Subſcribers , = that in a moſt Capital pointof 
- their: Paper ; ; and tells them, their 7 would 
- make the Faith, -and- the Meafure in which it ſtands, 
Ag PRE with: the Univerſal by &«.  It's-well 
ACTI INE an, Theme 4 yk Who! is 
$ Builder, 


458 


A Bavptonith Oppoker 'of "Truth, © 


—  _— , wn——_—_ _— - —— I —_—_ — - a4 _ 


"1681 | 
WWVY 


in with Three or Four Palpable Lyes in the next: 
pe. 


" Firft, G.'F. ſeemingly diſowns the Paper, yet owns 
i''to0. t | 
Secondly, The whole ſcope of their Letter is, that 
they are only diſſatisfied with the Wording of it. 
Thirdly, "That we have nothing againſt them we 
call Oppofers, but their not ſubmutting to G, F*s Or- 
ders without Convittion. 
" Fourthly, That G. F. &c. does not at all contradi& 
the Principles in the Paper , only the Subſcribing of. 
it, p. 13. | 'hia 


Ts not this ſtrange Work , that thou ſhouldſt ſet 
thy Name to fiack Notorious Untruths, and things 
wherein thou thy ſelf ſheweſt every 'body how to 
contradi&'thee too. Firſt tell them that G. F. &c. 
differs from the Subſcribers; and wherein, even'in 
ſuch*a Principle of theirPaper, as thou differeft from 
thei in, 'and: indeed'T'too: And" then to tell them. 
= G. F. does not-at all 'contradift the Principles, 
_ | 
'This iseven'fad*Work, to'ſee Men grope at Noon 
Day ,' that *might [have :enjoyet! the: Light of *the 
Sun as'well as others, if 'they” had kept'the'Love 
2nd" Fear of God" in' their Hearrs; T'intend' not 4t 
preſent to/beftow much 'more* Pains about 'this Vizt- 
ter, the'Faintlation upon which was/bui "ay 


diſcoverettobe'Enmity and Falfhood, the Struftui 


cannot-ſtand;” Tir the mean: time, glat! ftiould w be 
ED at. 


ECT, HT 


that thon, or ſome of you, may fink down-into Cool- .Y6$x 
neſs, and remember whence you are fallen and fall- {> 
ing, and what a Spirit is entred you, that is refreſh'd 
at any thing that 1s a grief to the Innoceut People 
of God, and are fretting and grieving at that which 
is our, greateſt Joy and Comfort, in. which many a- 
mong 'you ſometime did partake. with us : I fay, 
when ye ſee what Spirit ths is that hath prevailed 
upon you, it will make you wiſh you had not wan- 
dered from the Flock, nor from the Shepherds Tents, 
though it may be, when it may be too late. There- 
fore you that have Time, prize it, the Lord's Day 
is come, and His ſudgment haſtens, and he. will de- 
cide the Controverſie. | 
As for $, E's. Paper which thou puteſt in the end 
of thy Book, we look upon it to be more a[Fruit of a 
general Enmity againſt us as a People, than any par- 
ticular grudge againſt S. E, for we ſee how thou 
Improveſt it; and at laſt witha bold-faced Lye chargeſt 
us generally with it, ſaying, Theſe things are Covered, 
Excaſed, or Fuſtified, Who among us have either 
Covered, Excuſed, or Juſtified S. E's Paper T never 
knew any , nor I believe thou neither ; but on the 
contrary, divers did Teſtifie againſt it before it was 
done, and after it was done, before it could be out- 
wardly known whether it would be true or no; but 
he ,did give out ſuch a Paper to his own Hurt and 
x dg and.,to the grieving of many,; andit ſerves 
and; you -for-Food-! and; Nauriſhment; and for.-a 
Stone to ſtumble. upon 7 But alas, what will-you gain 
by it ?..Do. you- think to make this Concluſion, S. E. 
Mmm 2 was 


Ev _ mike, E = 7 as th Wordof of the 
La was. his own e his 
TED G.F. and the People called Ouater;,; Ay 
1c, by. awtong Spirit., and wall ane muſt fall. .£ 
yn OE wg oo fp og 
upon;ygus, ſelves? But. I let it pa Jae It t 
better. . Conſiderations. And ſeeing th OL tojou 
S. E's Letter. to. ..S..in which the My ies, here 
followeth. his own Teſtimon) againſt himſelf and it 
long fince, which though T know it will not a 
thoſe, that ſeek occaſions of Stumbling, yet it may 

2 help to the Simple in Heart, and a War gy 4 | 
That AY be tempted _in Jike manner. 

140.-\ I 


937 10! wh noel. —_ 
AN $ Twas fitting Wiiting upon the Lord, ofthe 29th/ 
{ZN Inſtant , theſe things roſe in my Heart, That'Þ 


1. 
LE 


and thireabogts, and Biiſtol, and ro alt the Brethvoi 
forth 47d South; that have been Witneſſes* aputnſÞ the 
Yo of Separation ; and am to let jou know,” thit' it 


oethe wenth Rena ina = 3" 


— > 


1688, 
WAS 


ould acknowledge my Offence to all, the Brethren inT ons 


th, truly Repent me, and "Jorely rieve me”, that you - 


that do bear a Faithful Teſtimony for God, ſhould have 


apy Prophecy thrown at you, which T ſpoke to John Story 


gry Spirit. ' 1 do therefore acknowledge, as I have 


in 41 41 | 
tos my laſt Paper, about Two Tears ago, that F' 


ſrenifie 


have had little Reſt Day nor Night at 'Times,” ntver fintt - 
T ſpoke theſe Words to John Story , [That it was the - 
Word of the Lord, that he ſhould Die that Year,] ' 
which were mine own Words , and ſoon became my Burden, 


and were ſpoken in the Dark, and Darkneſs was upon my 
her , and ſo under a ſtrong Temptation, which I was 
4 


fered to fall into, I not ſtanding in the Counſel of Got; . 
4 which I bore God's ndignation. But I ſoon ſaw I 


ſhould have gone to him in a Meek Spirit, to beſeech him to 


be reconciled to his Brethren. But T do Judge and Cons - 
s 
e 


demm” that haſty Spirit ,-that- ſet tigne for. hi 
If the Lak wt bh 


is Dying, and 
called it the, Word of the Lord, and re ts may go 
4s far as where-ever it may have a Service for ruth. 


Barbados, the 30th,” of * | 
the 3d Month, 1681... S. E. 


od 
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Early Beloved Friends and: Brethren —_ 
God hath called to the Fellowſhip "of h his ped 
2d' Goſpel, to partake! of the'Croſs abs! S 
that remain'to be fulfilled in the 'Body' 6f' Chriſt, m) 
Spirit is Toll fotthr'" in the tender love of God, to viſit 
you 


— 


An Epiſtie from Stephen Criſp, &c. 


— 


you -with a few Lines by way of Salutation, that ye 3682 
may be comforted in all manner of 'Tribulations ; WWW 


and to put you in mind of the great Sufferings un- 
der which the precious Seed hath. long lain , when 
yevere Stxangers/to it ;.and how all your Iniqui- 
ties. were bern in #hoſe Days, and the Patienceand 
Long-Sufferings of God were lengthened out for his 
Seed's fake, and many of you were made ſenſible 
in ſome meaſure of the Weights and Burdens ; and 
ſome had Power given them to cry for Deliverance, 
and ſought it many ways, but could not find it ; 
and that- increaſed the Cry :+ And the Sorrows of 
thoſe Times were very great to them that were moſt 
ſenſible of their State. And in an Acceptable Day 
did the Lord” God make known unto you, that he 
had heard your Cry, and had pitied your Caſe, and 


= 0; in You, which the God of this World had 
inded ; then you could fee the Goſpel: thine: 
And he ſent his Miniſters and Meſſengers :among 
ou, to preach the Goſpel of Eternal Life, in' the 
Name, Power and =_ of Chrift Jeſus, whoſe 
Meſſage ye. received., being prepared by the inward 
working of his Power. - And as many as received 
this Teſtimony, received therewith the Hope of E- 
ternal Life, that ſhould ariſe and ſpring up-unto you 
through Death that was to. come upon all thapwys 
ba tile... And. from+ithat time the! Seat &f t 
Beaſt-began to fall., and the, Birth: that-had- its) Lit 
itn Rerupribe, thin s,. fell: in, pain, and the 'T.rue 
Seed was Retreſhed, Hope. .and Conſolation was 


_ you in ou, Viſitation of /his Love, and opened 


miniſtred to your Immortal 


uls ; which Hope was. 
the 


Le rr Po 
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| 1682 the- occaſion of your- not being aſhamed of the Croſs 
CY of Chriſt, but obtained inward'Courage to bear an 
« outward and viſible Teſtimony to his Name and 


Power , who was. thus come to work your Delive- 
rance;. and you thought it worth your while to wait 
__ him : I ſaw-no-other way for the com- 
pleating .the Work which he had begun, but 
'to depend and wait upon him ; that he 'that had 
-been the- 4/pha, _ be known to be the Omegs. 
And hereupon a Godly Reſolution was raiſed in you, 
-not only to-begin, butito go on, and to hold out to 


:the end in this good Work ; and the daily Comforts, 


Nourifſhments and Illuminations that you-mer withal 
From his hand, did Strengthen and Confirm you in 
«this your - Godly Reſolution and Practice; whereby 
ye grew ſtrong in the'Lord, and were as a well-wa- 
tered Garden ; and the Lord diſtributed of his Gifts 


" of his Holy Spirit among you, and his Loving Kind- 


neſs 4bounded unto you, and he knit you up toge- 
ther -in the -Unity of his Spirit, according to your 
Meaſures who were'faithful to :him, and put Beauty 
upon-you, and -ye became a People to his Praiſe, 
Now, my Dearly Beloved Brethren and Siſters, it 
-was.not to be expeted-but while all this was brin 
ingto paſs, the Enemy of Mankind and of the T 
would Rage and be Angry, and feek a time to ſhew 
his old Enmity againſt the Work-of the Lord : And 
ou know he ftrugled hard divers times, but was 


. limited by him thathath all Power in his Hand, who 


doth till limit him. And fo far as he permits and 
ſuffers his dark Agents to proceed againit his Work, 
and: againſt you for his Work's fake, is but for a 
Purpoſe 


Pur e. of hi Gia of your 
foe T pow ſie otlet a; A 

: as formerly ; but he that hath given you vo Belicy 

ir he > Name, Il allo give y | Power 72, =D 


patie t {oe your. n; the 
Rn. A LE SE, cad oft oP Fith be, 
ws partake of ne Jo and Glory 
*% 5-4 is ward to be Revealed; For as many ,of 
you as. abide Faithful inthe time of thele lighr AF 
fliftions, will ſee a far more: exceeding weightof Glo- 
ry brought forth; and ſhall feel your Share and Pore 
an in it. 
Fi "Therefore, my. Dear Friends, fook not out at, Satals 
for" his Tnftruments, - but comprehend: them in the 
light of your Saviour, and you will ſee them limited 
as the Sca., that, thus. far ſhall-they go, and no far- 
ther ; And fo far as they have power 'to go, let no 
Man grud e it, but acknowledge as-our Lord did in 
the Da his Sufferings, when brought before P#- 
Hate, 02 ; could have no. Power at all againſt me, except 
Ir-were ainen from- Aboue. So keep your Eye to that 
which 15 above all:Hfrod's, Plats, Judas's, and High 
Priefts ;- to the Fternal Power by which you were 
called of God, to bear a Teſtimony for his Name in 
Bhay Day ; and as: Jong as ye feeFthis Power ſuſtain» 
ou, je capnot be Weary , but rather Rejoyce, 
eap-tor Joy ; conſidering the Crown' of yottr 
oe Nob ke that" B (ed {Nap pre to-fiifferdgr 
due Bid forus, andthitils 
ev igheth for everindre: Atid iÞabe 
jt iii antabUo Faithfull Yo-the Enth,"we 
£ vec ſhafts] Reiyh awith Himtfor ever andbaor 
Non only 
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1682 only ſo, but even in this Life, he will make a way 
UVV and deliver his People, and crown them with Vifto- 


ry after their ſufficient Traals. 


And as concerning the outward Goods and Suſte- 
nance of this Life, Dear Friends, obſerve the Com- 
mand of our Lord, to take care but for one Day at 
once, and he will give ſufficient for that : For his 
Purpoſe is to wean you from the viſible Depender: . 
cies, that ye may with the more brightneſs and clear- 
neſs imbrace the True Riches. Therefore it will be 
good for every one to contraCt all their outward 
Afﬀairs, into as narrow a Compaſs as may 'be, and 
to owe no Man any thing but Love, and to kt that 


have a free Paſſage, even to their Perſecutors ; that 


ſo with a clear and a free Spirit, you may behold all 
things here below, without Joy 1n their Increaſe, or 
Sorrow -in their Decreaſe ; giving up your ſelves 
and yours into the Hand of God who cares for you, 
and who hath not let forth the Wrath of Man upon 
you in his Anger, but for the Trial of your Faith 
which is more precious than Gold or outward Goods : 


And as for them, the Loſs will be rewarded in this 


time, an Hundred Fold, befides an Ineſtimable Trea- 
ſure laid up in Heaven. So God —— keep you 
low and tender of his Glory, and furniſh you with 
Patience, Wiſdom, and with every good work. 


This is the earneſt Prayer and breathing of Life for you 
all,” in your Friend and Brother in the Fellowſhip of 
the Goſpel of Peace, 


Stephen Criſp. 
AN 


AN 


EPISTLE 


FROM 


"_— Criſp 


FRI ENDS 


I N 


AMSTERDA M. 


' Dear Friend, 


Ou who are kept alive to Godward in your ſe- 
veral Meaſures of his Grace and Truth-to you, 

is the remembrance of my Love in a Heavenly Band, 
in which my Life reacheth you, rejoycing with you 
in your Rejoycings, and. Suffering with. you. .1n all 
an'?2 your 


— = 


= 
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7684 your Sufferings; and my tender Advice to yn is, that 
&YV you dwell in the Seed that” gives you Li 


, doth {til} im his 


e, and re- 
news it in you daily ; and in this = will have Wiſ- 


dom to jugge, Strength to hear Congradiction 
of Aadle, he dd 1n che Day's of his-Fleſh, and 

bers; but in-this Seed Chrift 
Jeſus is your Victory, for he ſhall overcome, and his 
Enemies ſhall be his *Foetſtool 3 and every one that 
riſeth up againſt him and his Power, ſhall be Con- 


found aght to. gauglkt ;.faris gifen to this 
Seed tþbþ Ha of ue [apr xd. And 
therefors it hath been his Policy Fom the beginning, 


to put his Head that was to be broken, under ſome- 

thing or-other, that kad a ſhew of Holineſs and 

Righteouſneſs, that he _ ſave his Head. And 
h 


wine Ps ere, at his tyme to hyuile the 
Heel of thqtrue + bury, oye and hurg.the Juſt, 


aud to he kindermoit.of thaFlogk ta.halt, and 
to walk Lamely and Staggering; but when the Co- 
vering comes to be rent, apd his Head appears as it 
is, then he cannot do ſo' mach harm. But it's a time 
for the True Seed to ſhew his Power, according to 


- » Promiſe, ang te break. it impiccys 3 ſo if ye live in 


the Faith of the Seed, ye ſhall ſee the fulfilling to 


your Joy and Comfort. 

And, Dear Friends, be not diſmayeg nor diſcoura- 
85d, when you {Fe this Evil Seed go put up its Head 
1h any "here it hath been [long] tovered; for a 

ns. afſaredly , the: Serpent can dv tefs harm when 
Mi , than he can do 'when Sn 2k and it is 
hh 


the working of the Power apd Spirit of the.true Seed, 
that ren th Coverings, atitf makes #'Difcovery of 


the 


——_— 
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the Evil Ground which was hidden for a time; but 1684 
when it's manifeſt, .then it brings, forth according to SWW 


its own Nature, Wrath and Bitterneſs, Clamour and 
Reproach, and foams out its own Shame; and ſuch 
grow Fierce, Deſpiſers of thoſe that are Good, Heady, 
Unruly, not eaſily Intreated, by their Fruits ye may 
know them : Such were in the Primitive Days, and 
ſuch are now ; but the Power and Life of the True 
Seed was over them then, and fo it 1s now. There- 
fore live in that Innocent Life, above the Striving 
Reaſoning Nature, and meet in the Name of Jeſus 
the Seed of Promiſe, and ye ſhall feel firſt the Pro- 
miſe; and as ye lay hold of that by Faith, ye will wait 
for the fulfilling, and in time the Power will Ariſe, 
and you will ſee the fulfilling, and that Head broken, 
which is ſo put up againſt the Anointing. And then 
your Joy will be full, and Praiſes will be offered to 
God through him that hath received all Power in 
Heaven and Earth, to whom belongs the Kingdom, 
the Power and the Glory, for ever more. 


S tephen a riſp. 


A Faithful 
Warning and Exhortation 


FRIENDS. 


To beware of 


Seducing Spirits, 


And to keep on the Armour of Light in Simplici- 
ty and Sincerity, as their beſt Armour in all 


TRIALS 


Written by a Lover of Sincerity, and Trayailer for 
Sion's Redemption, and for the remoying of all 
Oppreſſions from off the Souls of them who have 
believed, Stephen Criſp. 


— 
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A Faithful 
Warning and Exhortation- 


FRIENDS, 


| To beware of 
SEDUCING SPIRITS. 


Dear Friends, 


/ O U know how that God in his Infinite Love 
hath viſited us with a very glorious Day, in 
which his Son of Righteouſneſs is fo riſen upon us, 
that the Heavenly Warmth thereot hath quickened 
and enlightned us, and made us to ſtand up and ſerve 
him in our Day and Generation; and the vertue of 
that bleſſed Life in Chriſt Jeſus being revealed in the 
Souls of them who have truly believed, hath given 
them great power over Death, and hath made them 
able to grapple with Satan in all his divers appear- 
ances, and to overcome him ; ſo that which way ſo- 
ever he hath hitherto ſought to eclipſe the glory and 
brightnels of this great and notable day of the Lord, 
he hath hitherto been fruſtrated in his purpoſe, and 
his Inſtruments have been made aſhamed of their 
Ooo | work : 
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work ; for all that are true Children- of the day, do 
find that their ſtanding isby Faith, and not by Know. 
ledge, andare by their Faith kept in a holy depen- 
dance upon the power of him that. can overcame all 
things, and bring them under ; fo that whatever 
doth ariſe againſt the Truth, the Faith of them that 
are in itlets them (even in the beginning of it ) ſee 
to the end of it, and gives them: a certaiaty in them- 
ſelves, by which they are lettled in paticat and quiet 
waiting to ſee the rhing._they believe brought to paſs ; 
and this is their Victory even their Faith, and they 
who dwell in this Faith are nat weary,neither do they 
faint inall the various Exerciſes they meet withal by 
the way,. but can endure Contradiftion without Dil- 
couragement, knowing that whatever it is that riſcth 
up againſt. the power and purpoſe of God ſhall in 
time be laid low.. 

And this is the ſame Faith that was once delivered 
to the Saints inthe Primitive days, when Chriſt the 
ReſurreQhon and the Life was preached unto them,in_ 
whom they believed, and by whom they were ena- 
bled both to:do:and to ſuffer what his will was, and 
to withſtand the Torvent and 'Sea of Contradiftions 
they then met withal, and the Word of God grew 
mightily, 'and their Zeal and Courage grew for the 
Name of God, ſo that no Stratagem devifed againſt 
them-could profper, -as-long as they kept in the fim- 
phcry of the Goſpel, and held their Faith which they 

ina pure Conſcience ; here were their great For- 
tifieations, .that-made them ſo prevalent and immu- 
table, viz. Simplicityand Cleanneſs of Mind ;-and as 
long as this continued, they continued of one _—_ 
a 


ISI 
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and Mind, glorifying God, and building up one ano- 


ther, and comforting one another, and were as Epi- * 


ſtles written in one anothers Hearts. 

Now when the Devil ſaw that it was impoſſible 
to ſtopthis glorious Work of God by all hecould do, 
by — up the Prieſts and Rulers againſt them, 
but their ſtrength was in the Lord, they ſtanding in 
their amplicity and pureneſs of Mind ; then the Ad- 
verſary lought out ways, means and inftruments 
how to diſturb their progreſs, . by drawing one or 0- 
ther among themſelves from that ſimplicity of the 
Goſpel of Chrift in which they had been of one Heart, 
and had believed and praCtiſed the ſame things with- 
out vain Diſputations, and having found ſome unſta. 
ble Souls fit for his purpoſe, he wrought powerfully 
in them to move Queſtions, which had a tendency to 
draw others forth to ſtriving about the Queſtion, 
then one would have it Thug, and the other would 
maintain it tobe 90, neither of them minding whe- 
ther the Queltioa it {elf tended to the uſe of Edifyin 
the Church ; but a great ſtir was quickly raiſed a 
that about ſome few Jewiſh Rights, and about ſome 
right or wrong Deſcents of Genealogies ; one would 
prove it Thus, andthe other $0; and here was a 
Door opened to let in the Carnal Wiſdom, to be the 
Weapons of this War, by which the pure innocent 
Minds of many were corrupted , ſome whole 
Houſholds ſubverted; which when the Devil had 
thus far prevailed, he weat on further, and gave Cou- 
rageto ſome of theſe his High-minded, Heady, Un- 
ruly Servants to go abroad thorough the Churches, 
and Preach up thele his Queſtions as DoQtrines, and 
Qoo2z to 
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1684, to ſeduce.and draw away all they could' from the. 
WV. ſimplicity of the Goſpel ;' and theſe were ſo prevalent. 


as to bewitch and'betray many ;. ſo that they were 
imboldened to withſtand the true Apoſtles 1n that 

lorious Work in which Chriſt Jeſus had'imployed 
; ſo that now a-great deal of their work: was to 
warn the poor Flock of Chriſt of theſe Wolves in 
Sheeps cloathing, and to give out Teſtimonies of 
their ownfincerity, and againlt theſe deceitful Work: 
ers, and to open and unfold the myſterious working 
of that Evil Spirit, and how it wrought cunaingly to 
make void the offence of the. Croſs, that they migtit 
carry on the Name-and outward Profeſſion of Chrifti- 
anity, with more Reputation and leſs Reproach than 
at the firſt, for this was the deſign to get the Chriſti- 
ans into a falſe Liberty, and to looſen their Hearts. 
from that ſincerity and watchfulneſs which was taught 
them in the Beginning; and to'whiat a height the ſub- 
tle Serpent carried'on his Work in that day, you may 
read at large in the Scriptures of Truth, and what 
fad and woful work it made in Corinth, in Galatiz, 
in Smyrna, in Thyatira, and in Laodicea, and alſo in 
Achais, and what ſorrow and labour it coſt the good 
Apoſtles, and how the good. Spirit, was grieved by 
theſe things, and the Hearts of the Righteous made 
fad thereby. 

Yet the Enemy had” in thoſe days another Strata- 
gem as bad as all the reſt, whereby he ſought to lay 
waſte the Work-of God ; for after the Goſpel came 
to- ſpread abroad; and many were convinced, both 
Tews and Gentiles, many Greeks alſo came to acknow- 
Itdgs the Fruth, who had been great ſeekers after 

| natural. 
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natural Wiſdom, 'and had ſought ro fathoar natural 1684 
Cauſes and Effefts, and had ſtudied many curious SW 


Arts, and Philoſophical Strains and Methods, which 
{uited well with their Heatheniſh Worſhip and Reli- 
gion, for them to endeavour to find out the beneyo- 
lent or malevolent Influences of Mars, Saturn, Jups- 
ter, or the other of che Gods whom they worlhipped; 
but when-they came ro the acknowledgment of the 
oneonly true and:living God, the Creator ofall, and 
of Jeſus Chrift whom. he had ſent, then they found 
their curious Arts-needleſs, and their Books ft for no- 
thing but the Fire, and Burnt in one City as many as 
were worth 50000: Pieces of Silver : Bur alas! the 
Spirit that made uſe of them was not Burnt inſeveral, 
but wrought cunningly to bring: many of thoſe their 
Tricks and Quirks in among the poor Believers, - and 
endeavoured to make them believe they were ſuch. 
knowing Men, and had ſuch rare things to acquaint. 
them with, far beyond the Apoſtles, and: thens they 
went to work with the Oppoſition of Science ( as- 
they falſly called it) and then things muſt be queſti-. 
oned and diſputed that had not a Philoſophick or Na-- 
tural Reaſon, to demonitrate to the Sentes or Under- 
ſtanding; and hereby was the Faith af ſome made 
void, and many were ſpoiled of their fincerity and 
uprightneſs by theſe vain Deceits, and then came in 
looſeneſs in Converſation ;: then a-Nichvlas with his 
Ranteriſme ; a Jezabel with her Pzetended Looſe 
and \Danton P2ophecies; a Balaam with his Co- 
vetous Deſign upon the People might find ſome to 
ſide with them ; for the holy Tye and Covenant. 64 
thcir Religion of bearing a daily Croſs that was bro» 


ken ;. 
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1684 ken; but alas ! alas! the effc& of theſe things was 
WYV very lamenrtable, 


And, Dear Friends, having bricfly touched at 
theſe things, and ſet theſe proceedings of Satan againſt 
the Truth among the Primitive Chriſtians before you, 
I now come to tell you in great plainneſs and ſinceri- 
ty what hath for ſome Months lain upon my Mind 
relating to this SubjeA, and concerning the day in 
which we live, and the diſpenſation of that Everlaſt- 
ing Goſpel which is now Preached again unto us, in 
which we found the very ſame blefled EffeQs as they 
did ; for when we had believed therein, it brought 
us into great Simplicity, and into cleanneſs of Mind, 
and into an unfeigned Love and Unity one with ano- 
ther ; and from what Parts or Countries ſoever we 
came, weall ſpake the ſame things, and the, Quirk- 
ing, Querying, Difputing Wit was brought down, 
and caſt out from among us, though we could Query 
. and Diſpute the Oppoſers that were without in de- 
fence of the Truth, yet we had then no ſuch occaſion 
among them that profeſſed Truth ; for we were of 
one Heart, and Mind, and Judgment, and in that 
univerſal Love we laboured to build up one another 
in our molt holy Faith, and to publiſh and make 
known the Bleſſed Name of Jeſus, in whom we had 
believed, and many were daily added to the Church, 
and came to partake of the ſame Faith, and of the 
{ame Love, and grew into the ſame Simplicity of 
Mind, wherein we found a harmonious Rejoicing in 
Spirit whenever we ſaw one another : In this ſtate 
did the Truth preſerve us, and our Faith was firm in 
that Name and Power by which we were called, = 
the 
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the Lord would go before us, and proſper us in his 1684 
Bleſſed Way, in which he cauſed our Souls to take xv 


great delight, and rake up the daily Croſs cheerfully, 
and deny our ſelves for the ſake of him that had cal- 
ed us. 

Bur the Old Enemy of Truth envy*d this our tran- 
quility quickly, and began to work in- ſome where 
he found a ground to work in, and ſought to lead 
them from the Simplicity of the Truth, and to exalt 
their Minds in the fight of things opened by the 
Truth, and fo did not abide in the tender fear of God, 
and inthe humility of the Inngcent Seed, but flew 

in Airy Notions and Imaginations, ſome into a 
falſe Liberty, and others into ſtrange Imaginatians 
of their own growth to ſome high ſtate, and ſo grew 
heady and unruly, and were hardened againſt Ex- 
hortations ; rather judging themſelves fit to teach, 
than ro be taught, and theſe drew ſeveral after them- 
thorough an affeftion that was not ſubje&t to the 
Croſs, and became an occaſion of Offence and. Stum- 
bling to many who were enquiring after the Way of 
the Lord, and a great Exerciſe and Sorrow to ſuch 
as kept in the Travail and Labour for Sioz's Re- 
demption ; hut.thoſe that abode. in the Faith, knew 
that the pawer,in which they had believed would a- 
riſe, and.cruſh down.and bruiſe under that lofty airy 
Spirit, and all that.abode init, and did not repent 
and return ,to their Firſt-Love, and do their Firlt- 
Works, and according as we believed it came to pals, 
and their Works with which they ſought to amuſe 
and aftoniſh the Nations, were confounded and 
brought to nought ; and divers that did "_ and 
cleave 
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21684 cleave to that Spirit, were loft and ſcattered, and 
& Y'V prew into Prophaneneſs and Uncleanneſs, and ſtrove 


againſt the Power of God that wrought in his People, 
to reclaim and regain them, rill at lengrh the very 
power of God turned againſt them, and cut them off 
who had been the Troublers. 

Yet did not the Serpent leave off attempting to 
betray the Innocent, but found our other Inſtruments 
fit forhis purpoſe, whom he raiſed up under pretence 
of ſome. New Diſcoveries, accompanied with a 
Voluntary Humility, and a ſeeming Self-denial, when 
indeed, the Deſign was to Exalt Self and Mans 
U02k, Wit and Reaſon above the Eternal Pow- 
er of God, and through feigned Pretences to obtain a 
Dominion over the Heritage of God, and to impole 
and obtrude upon them things which were aot taught 
by the living Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus in themſelves, 
nor had recived by DoQtine or Meſſage from the true 
Spiritual Labourers in the Goſpel ; by which means 
the Minds of many were betrayed, and they were 
exerciſed in contending abBgut ſome outward Signs 
or Tokens of their Separation till the weighty mat- 
ter they ſhould have minded, wiz. How to be kept in, 
the love of God, and in the Heavenly Unity, was 1n 
many loſt and forgotten, and inſtead thereof, a ſc- 
cret Root of Bitterneſs grew up, and a hatred againſt 
the Proſperity of the' Church of God, and the Faith- 
ful Servants and Miniſters of it, in ſo much that they 
loſt the very ſence of God's bleſſed Preſence amongit 
us, and reckoned he had forſaken us, and thereup- 
on many of them allo forſook us, and were as another 


People, and were puffed up with great ExpeCtatt- 
ons 
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ons of our Downfall, an&their own Exaltation, and 1684 
began to ſpread their Defign of Separation into other HWY 


Nations, to the Hurt of many who were deceived by 
them ; ſo that the tender Love of God, that had 
wrought in the Hearts of the Faithtaul 1 abourers and 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, to the gathering them out of 
the World, now wroughr again etfectually, to gather 
many of.them out of this Se/f-ſeparation, and with 

reat Patience and Long-ſuffering, did we travel and 
bow with many ; and the Lord beheld our Sinces 
rity and Care, and blefled his Work in our Hand, ſo 


that the Eyes of many were opened to ſee the Crafty * 


Snares by which they were entangled, and Power 
was given them of God, to break through and teſti- 
fy againſt the crafty Wiles of them that had deceived 
them ; and the Lord aroſe in his great and mighty 
Power, in and among his People, and ſet an Eternal 
Judgment on the Head of that Spirit, and its Work 
of Diſſention and Separation that it had wrought, 
and it could then proceed no further, but withered and 
came to nought ; and thoſe who wilfully reſiſted the 
Offers of the Love of God, and of his People, they 
grew more and more corrupt, and perj;hed wholly 
trom the way of the Lord,and the ſociety of hisPeople, 
and turned back, fome into the World's Worſhip and 
Religions, and others into the groſs Pollutions that 
aretherein; and the Churches of Chriſt, who ſtood 
faithful and true to the leading of his Spirit, came 
to have reſt from that extream Labour and Travail 
which they had lain ſeveral Years under, by reaſon 
of theſe things ; and God fulfilled the Prophecies of 
divers of his faithful Servants, who by their Faith 
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1684 had ſeen, and by the Spirit had teſtified at the be- 

WYV ginning- of that Spirit's work, what. the end of-it 
ſhould be ; for many there were who ſaw, That it 
was from the Earth, and thither it would return; and 
there it was ſwallowed up, and all its ſubſtance ; and 
as many as denied to be warned, perithed with it; 
Then did the Souls of the Faithful give Glory and 
Honour to God, in whoſe Hand is Power and Domi- 
nion, and he Reigns on high in his Strength, and is 
King of Saints, and the defence of his .Sion , now 
henceforth and for ever more. 

Theſe Exerciſes: put and- ſtirred up all the Faith- 
ful to great Vigilsfice and Watchfulneſs, for the keep» 
ing the Enemy out for the future, at leaſt, as much 
as1in them lay ; and thoſe that were faithful and anci- 
ent Friends, both Men and Women, found it incum- 
bent upon them to meet together to watch over the 
Flock, and to ſee to the Converſations of them who 
profeſt the Truth, that it might anſwer their ProfeGi- 
ons, and where the contrary appeared, to deal with 
them, and to reclaim ther it ble, orelſe to deny 
them, and to clear Truth and Friends of them and 
their diſorderly courſes ;-and tn-this good work the 
Lord bleſſed them, and ſhewed his Preſence among 
them, and gave them Wiſdom and Underſtanding ; 
and they took Care of the Widows and Fatherleſs, of 
the Poor and Afﬀiied Femelies among them, and had 
the care upon them concerning Marriages, that none 
might -come together in a aiſorderly manner, but 
that all things might be clear on either fide, and the 
conſent of Parents might be obtained before Marri- 


age, and that all-things might be kept in good _— 
an 
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and ſavoury in the ſight of God and Men : And di- 1684 
yers Epiſtles were written from ſ{cveral Elder Brethren WY 
for their Encouragement and Direction in this good 

work ; for we knew it was Gad's work, and would 

tend to the limiting cf looſe and unruly Spirits, who- 
ſought Liberty more than Szrrcerity; and Senſuality, 

more than Chriſt's Government and their Subjeftion to 

the Divine Power of God. And when ſome Exalted 
Spirits came-to {ce unto what this work would tend, 

they took Offence thereat, and ſought to weaken the 
Hands of the taithtul Friends in this good Work, un- 

der Pretence, 1 hat all muſt be left to the Witneſs of 

God ; and if People did not find Tuagment in them- 
ſetves for what they aid, they muſt not be judged by others, 

being themſelves gone from 'Truth's Judgment and 
hardened : Thea they cryed. out of Iznovation and Im- 
poſition, and ſuch like, , 

And hereupon were many again Seduced and Sub- 
verted, and drawn away from 'their Stedfaitneſs in 
the Truth, and began to appear againſt the good Or» 
der of the Lord's People, and to retleQ upon the God- 
ly Care that lay upon them, with unhandſome and” 
unſavoury Speeches and Writiags, till a ſecret Root 
of Bitterneſs and Enmity got 1nto ſeveral that had 
been < onvinced ; and in this Root the Enemy 
wrought with great Craft and Subtilty, to draw 
them from the Bleſſed Unity that is in Chriſt Jeſus, 
the crue Head of the true Church, and begat them in- 
to many Jealouſies and groundlels Fears of an Apoſt ze 
cy, While in the mean time he drew them {fo far to 
Apoſtatize from their firſt Love and firſt Works, 
that they proceeded to expole Friends both in parti- 
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1684 -culari and in; General, tothe Reproach and Scorn of 
VP the World; asmuch as in them lay. 

All which was born-and ſuffered with much Long- 
ſuffering and. Patience, and a great Travail lay upon 
may to endeavour the Reducement of them 'that did- 
thus:-oppoſe themſelves, for we knew onr- Sin-. 
cerity, and knew thatithe Lord would ftand by us; 
and bleſs our Work and Labour of Love, and blaft 
their Work of Enmity, andthat their ſtriving againſt 
the Lord and: his. blefied Work in the Hand of his In- 
nocent- People would not nor could proſper, we 
doubted not at all, but he that had ſtood by-us, and 
helped usfromthe beginning would till Rtand by vs, 
and give his Truth and People the Victory over eve-= 
ry, Tongae and Pen thatroſe up in Judgment againſt 
us, as he hath done to this day, and their work 1s ma- 
nifeſt, and they can proceed no further, Bleffed be. 
his Namefor ever.. A 

Now, Dear Friends, Thave made this brief Relati- 
on'of the forementioned Paſſages, that they that are 
young, 4n' the” Truth may lee, and'rhey that are older- 
may be put inmind, how the old Adverſary of Truth 
hathalready wrought in this our day, and what hath 
beeri che end and tendency of his Work in all his va- 
rious'&ppearances,- even as in the Primitive days, to 
itopthebright ſhining of the Goſpel, if'he could ; 
. whereas he is not able to do that, his text work 
is toſte whom he may devour, that'is,” whom he may- 
ſo.infaare ahd*intrap with his fubtle Baits 4nd Gans, 
as that he may, fit, Draw them from 1h Simplicity 
of the'Trach', next; Into an'exaltedneſs in Kyowledge's 

then, Into'Prejud ce and Enmity aghinff thoſe that 
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ſtand in the way to hinder their Exalted Notions ; and 168.4 
by this time he hath taught them to break the Law WY'W 
of Charity, and tothinkevilly of the Upright, and 
to diſeſteem the bleſſed Unity and Fellowſhip that is 
in the Truth, and then they are fitted for Schiſav and 
Separation upon one ſpecious pretence or another : 
Thercfore how WBatchful ought every one to be, 
for the keeping out this De{roying Spirit, which 
bath brought ſeveral already to that pitch of Enmity 
and Defiance to the Truth and People of God, that if 
it had beca told them ia the days of their tender Con- 
vincement, they would have been ready to ſay with 
Hazael, Is thy Servant a Dog that he ſhould do theſe 
things ? 

rf Friends, know this for certain, that Satan is: 
ſtill working, and ſeeks to winnow you ; and where 
there doth remain after a long Convincement, a 
Lightneſs and an Airineſs in any ſuch are eaſily dri-- 
ven with his pernicious Winds ; and to this purpoſe 
ke hath Rirred up ſome in ſeyeral Cities and Countreys 
ſuch as he knows are fit for his purpole, who never 
knew a real Vortificatioa upon that Earthly. Senſual 
Wiſdom that's from beneath, but have too much 
faved that alive in themſelves, which God did in: 
their firſt Convincement paſs a Sentence of Death up- 
on; and theſe, as they cannot reach to a partaking 
of the Life of Truth in themſelves, no more can they. 
reach nor attain to the hidden Myſtery of the Unity 
that the Lords People have one with another in that 
Life of Fruth, bur another Life and a Power they. 
have, and in it they grow Head-ſtrong and Fierce 
Deſpiſers of them that are Boru of the Spirit, yea, 


they. 
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1684 


they grow in Wiſdom from one degree to another, 


www but ir's neither Pure nor Peaceable, Gentle nor eaſie to 


be intreated, by their Fruits ye may know them ; for 


from this Wiſdom are they often found ſtarting ſome 


fubtleand abſtruſe Queſtions, to amuſe the Minds of 
the Simple, and to cauſe the Weak in'the' Faith to 
Err, and to draw away unſtable Souls after-them, as 
if they had brought forth ſome new Diſcoveries; and 
then here's work for Diſparing Wits, by all which 
the Minds are drawn farther and farther trom the crue 


'Watchfulneſs, that becomes thoſe that have ſuch an 


Enemy to deal withal. 
Hence it is that all thoſe Janglings are ſprung about 


-the Forbidden Fruit, what it was, and whether good 


for food, or not good for food ; upon which ſme have 
cloſed with that primitive and firſt Error, with which 
Eve was enſnared, and have judged it, good for food; 
yea, and have fed upon it too, till their Knowledge 
hath grown greater in the Evil than in the Good. 
Hence it is that another ſtarts Queſtions about the 
Mortality or Immortality of the Soul. Another, Of 
the ſtate of the Soul after the Death of the Body, whether 
it abides a ſingular Eſſence, or ceaſeth ts have any ſiu- 
gulay Eſſence or Peing. Another about the ſtate of the 
Body after Death. Another about how many Boates oxe 
and the ſame Soul may 'or muſt have at ſundry times. 
Another, How long the Wicked Men or Angels muſt en- 
aure the Wrath of God for Rebellion. © Another comes 
forth and ſays, 1 here # no ſuch thing as Wrath or A+ 
geritn God, and all that # written thereof "in the 'Holy 
Striptures & but metaphorically ſpoken And man 
mote ſuch like Phantalies and dotmg Queſtions, __ 
110) enis 
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this Birth bring forth for the Trial of your Faith and 1684 
Stedfaſtneſs in the Truth, by which the Enemy is, as WW W- 
Tfaid, trying and winnowing, to ſee where he may 
meet with his own, and may deceive and draw away 
ſome from the Faith and Unity, and teach them ſome 
other Way and Doctrine beſides the Narrow Way of 
Regeneration, | | 
Now, my Dear and Well-beloyed in the Lord, you 
are Witneſſes unto this day in how great Simplicity 
and Plainneſs of Speech we have Preached the Word 
of God among you. from the day the Lord ſent_us 
forth to this day: We came not unto you with in- 
ticing Words, we needed not Logical nor Philoſo- 
phical Demonſtrations ; for our Teſtimony had the 
Demonſtration and Evidence of the Spiric of Truth 
in your Hearts and our Words, or the Word of God 
in our Mouths, hath not altered nor changed unto 
this day, but remains the ſame as it ever was. The 
great Do&rine of the Goſpel was and is Regeneration, 
without which there's no entrance, the only means 
and way toattain it, was and is that Light and Grace 
that comes by Jeſus Chriſt, and ſanifies, and puri- 
fies, and brings to him, by whom the eatrance 1s mi- 
niſtred into the Kingdom ; theſe things have we de- 
clared, and theſe things ye have believed, and in this 
Faith are many of our Faithful Brethren fallen aſleep, . 
and their precious Souls are at reſt with the Lord : 
AW herein if yeabide ſtedfaſt to the end, ye ſhall do. 
well. 
Aad as concerning all ſuch who ſeek to trouble any. 
of your Minds with the things above-mentioned,. or, 
any ſubtle and crafty Queſtions, keep you your Ha+ 
| bitations - 
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684 bitations in the Power of God, and you will gaily 
KA come more and more to diſcern the tendency of them, 
how it is a Spirit that works agaiaſt the Croſs, and 
ſeeks tocauſe the Offence of it to ceale, that they might 
bear a P»rofeſion of Trath, and live in a Looſe Conver- 
ſation without Controul or Judgment ; and. you will 

ſee them come to nought like others before them. 
And for the carrying en this kind of Libertiniſm, 
divers ſtrange Notions are hatched and ſpread abour 
to corrupt the Minds of whom they can ; for the De- 
vil who is the Author of them, knows well how to 
apply them to the advancement of his own Kingdom, 
and for the eaſing or rather hardening the Conſci- 
ences of ſuch who receive theſe things, that they 
may thereupon ſhake off the Senſe which. ſometime 
they had of the Righteous Judgment of God, and 
flight the Judgment of his People, and give the Reins 
to their Luſts and Paſſions; and yet all the while 
make a Profcfſion and outſide Appearance among the 
Innocent People of God. Oh Friends ! theſe are the 
Blots and Spots that are among vs; thele are they by 
whoſe means the holy -Name of God is B/s{phemed, 
and his bleſſed pure way Evil ſpoken of by many, and 
the Hearts of the Upright made ſad from day to day ; 
theſe are ſuch as coſt the Apoſtle tears when he writ, 
T told you of them before, and now tell you weeping ; they 
are Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt. Theſe caule the 
Feet of fome to ſtumble, and others to periſh from 
the way: ofthe Lord, and yet all the while carry a 
ſecret Bolſter, under them to bear themſelves upon 
taving let in a Bxlief or Suppofition, either that there 
is 20 fock Wrath and Judgment to be expetted oy” = 
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Hand of God, as hath been largely ſpoken and writ- 1684 | 
ten of by the Prophets, Chrift and*his Apoftles, and SV 


all the faithful-Miniſters of the Goſpel unto this day : 
Or if there be Wrath and Judgment to be revealed, it 
will be but for a time, aud thew they fhail be reſtored to 
Glory and Hajpineſs, or if they fall ſhort of a ane fittins 
and preparing for the Kingdom of God on this ſide the 
Grave it's 20gre«* matter, for they ſhall have other op- 
portunities even in ths World bereafter, when they ſhall 
be born in other Bodies. 

Some few ſecretly bolſter themſelves up and en- 
deavour to poſſeſs others with the Suppoſition or No- 
tionof the finite Puniſhment of wicked Men and De- 
vils in the World to come, as where the Holy Scrip- 
tures mention, viz. Everlaſting Fire, the Sin again(t 
the Holy Ghoſt wever to be forgiven in this World, 
* Norin that which is to come, Eternal Tudgment, Ven- 
eance of Eternal Fire, The ſmoak of their Torment 

Haſtend up for ever andever, &c. (as plainly de- 
' clared by Chriſt and his holy Apoſtles and Goſpe) M:- 
niſters ) theſe they limit only to Ages. 

Another he bolfters'himſelf up with a belief, That 
if be doth Evil, his Hell is only here in his own Conſci- 
ence, but when he leaves the World, all things will be as if 
they has. not been, and the Soul ſhall die with the Body, 
and ſuffer 4» Annihilation as well as the Body, or ſhall be 
ſwallowed up out of all particularity, as a drop of Water 
ixto the Sea, and fo they what matter, And this'is the 
Evil Seeds Man, fowing theſe curſed Seeds of F/qH- 
ly Liberty and Ranteriſm, even in our day, 'and hath 
prevailed upon ſome to their Deſtruction, and they 
* that are ſeduced, as the Apoſtle ſaith, do waxworſe 
_ Qq4q ara 
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1684 aud worſe, ſeducing whom they can by theſe their 


pernicious ways, the conſequences whereof are wo- 
fal and lamentable to conſider, and hath coſt me and 
many -more great Sorrow and Grief; and truly, 
Friends, the weight of theſe things was heavy upon 
my Mind for ſome time, and it lay upon me to give a 
Warning to all that have an Ear to hear. leſt: they 
ſaffer their Minds to be corrupted by the ſubtle lay- 
ing in wait of Satan and his Inſtraments ; for though 
I know there are many Thouſands who know the price 
and value of their Iminortal Souls, and many who 
have truly travailled for the Redemption: of Soulg 
whodo not ſtand in need to be warned of theſe ſub- 
tle Deſigns, but do live in that which: comprehends 
the Devil and his Crafty working, yet I am drawn 
forth in true-Love and Tenderneſs to the Weak, and 
ſuch as are not yet grown ta a ftability in the Ever- 
laſting and Elect Seed of God, to exhort them 20 take 
heed to themſelves, and to be ſtirred up to feagh apr 
axd Diligence, and to approve their Hearts in the ſight 
of: God in Sincerity and Lowlineſs, that ſo they may Fl 
hs ſecret preſerving Power to keep them from th:ſe Gins 
and Nets of the cunning Hunters, who lie in wait to be- 
Luile and betray whom they can: 

And, Friends, to you who have not known the 
depths of Satan, I have a few things to offer to your 
{arious Conlideration , Firſt, You know in what 
manner you were Convinced, and how your Vnder- 
ſtandings were opened, and you brought to the Ac- 
knowledgment of the Truth ; Was.it not by the ſhi- 
ning of that trus Light of Chriſt Jeſus in your Souls, 
which by its inward working ſhewed you that your 

Souls 
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Souls were made ſubje&t to a power of Darkneſs, 16.48 
that had defiled them, and made-them unfit for God FVW 


todwell in and to take delight in ; then you faw what 
a contrariety and dilproportion there was between 
the Pure Light and your Jmpure Souls, where- 
upon Judgment from God was manife(t for the curb- 
ing, limiting and deſtroying that power that had thus 
defiled the Minds and Conlciences; and when ye 
came to believe this Judgment to be the very Judg- 
ment of God, ye ſubmitted to it, as right and due 
unto you ; and as ye thus ſubmitted toir, yequickly 
found ſome power to withſtand the Temptations of 
the dark power that had captivated you: Anddid 
you not then feel your Souls ſomewhat eaſed, and a 
hope raiſed, That as ye abode faithful unto that Light, 
you might obtain power to withſtand your Souls Enemy in 
all bis Appearances ; \o that the Faith that was deli- 
vered unto you in the beginning was, that your Souls 
ſhould be ſo ſanQtified, fitted and prepared, as to be- 
come a Habitation for God, and that he would {ſo 
ſtrengthen you, that ye ould be able co ſtand againſt 
the Devil and his Power, who ſought to defile and 
deſtroy the Soul. And they that have been diligent 
and kept this Faith, have found it tobe a Shield and 
a Defence in the times of their Trials and Temptati- 
ons; ſothat they have found Victory by it, and their 
Souls have come to know a Deliverance from under 
the Enemies power, and have received Ability ro 
ſerve the Lord, and have felt the bleficd Freedom 
and Liberty in the Truth, which they ſo much de. 
fired and longed for. 


Qqq 2 Now, 
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1684 (Now; Wherefore hathall this work been to redeem: 
WYWV the Soul; and to convert it, and change 't from un--. 
der thedark power, and to bring it under the. hea- 
yenly.and glorious power of Chriſt Jeſus? I askthem 
that have known this Work, Was it only for a few- 
Days or PearSithat we are to continue here-intheſe- 
Bodies? Or was it not the effect of the Erernal Love 
of God in Chriſt, that in-him our Souls-might be E- 
ternally happy ? I know ſuch as have truly known 
this travail, do know the Soul to be more worth than 
the value and worth: of the whole World,. and the 
are not liable to the Seducements of lucl.as would -un- 
dervalue the Soul.” But alas. there are roo-many that 
never knew what it was to trayail- for. Souls, neither 
inthemſelvcs nor in others; but have received a Sight 
and Knowledge of things at a diſtance, in a ſpecula- 
tive way, as lookers on, and theſe having growa up 
mo a'Profeſſion by a fight, without a real-work in 
themſelves, are very ready to be ſeduced, and to ſe- 
duce others, and wanting the ſubſtance thar never 
waxeth'old, are always itching after ſome new thing, 
which for a time ſeems to be delightful to them, cill 
a newer thing, is preſented; and then they are for that 
alſo, and ſo are always gadding and changing their 
ways; till at laſt they are by the maſtering lubrilcy. of 
their Souls Enemy ( who hath power in:ſuch unſta- 
ble Minds ) led back again: into the World, or into 
divers Sets, Heats and: Opinions, that, are of the 
World ;-and a: falſe: Liberty] gets-up in:them , in 
which they grow-Heady and Stubborn,, and: look-up- 
0n every onethat ſeeks to reclaim them as.their, Ene- 
-my,/ and let in hard and bitter Thoughts againit 


them, 
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them, and the Enemy fills them with prejudice, and 1684 
in that ftate they ſeek for the failings of others,, and WWW 
feed upon-them as Bread to ſtrengthen themſelves, 
and ſo grow more and more eſtranged from-the Inno- 
cefit Lite that is in Jeſus, and that: he hath given for- 
Food for the Children of the Kingdom; T 

Oh! this is a {ad condition ; and I have often with 
deep ſorrow lamented the ſtate of ſome to whoſe 
hands peradventure this may come, when I have ſeen 
what a Good Beginning they have made in the way of 
God, and have been as pleaſant Plants, and hopeful 
t9 bring forth much Fruit to the Honour of God and 
Comfort of his People, and eſpecially ro the Comfort 
and Salvation of their own Immortal Souls : And 
yet afrer ſome good progreſs made in the Lord's way ; 
for want of a diligent watchfulneſs and keeping cloſe 
to the daily Crols, and the Selt-denial, have laid them- 
ſelves open to the Spoilers, who have cunningly got 
an entrance intothem, ſome inthe Afedtionate Part, 
ſome inthe Wife reaſoning Part, ſome thorough Sow- 
jng the Seeds of Prejudice, and lome one way, and ſome 
another, and have beguiled them: of the Simplicity, 
and drawn them from the Sincerity that is in the 
Truch-; andſo they have both lolt theic Firſt Love, 
and their Fir/#-91 ork alſo, 

And of theſe ſome are {o far Dead, that they have 
loſt all Senſe and Feeling of that Love of God that 
workethin the Hears of: his People, for the regain- 
ing ofthem'; and to: ſuch» I. ſhall ſay lictle, bur, yell 
them; My Soul (hall mourns for. them iz ſecret; until 
the [ ord'eaſeth my Spirit concerning them : But for the 
reſt who doyct retain ſomething of a Loye I the 
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11684 -Lord's People, and have ſometimes an Earyet open 
WYV to: hear Counſel, to theſe I ſay, God hath pur it'into 
my Heartto warn you, that ye {trengthen thoſe things 
that areready to die, before the Lord appear again(t 
you for your hard Words and hard Thoughts,” and 
come-downin Humility, and feel afcer the firſt Ten- 
derneſs and Brokenneſs of Heart which-once you felt, 
and hold a Faſt to the Lord ; feed no more upon your 
Carnal Reaſonings, hearken no more to thoſe Sedyu- 
cers that have drawn you from your ſtedfaſtneſs in 
Chriſt Jeſus, and your place in the Body ; for be ye 
aſſured, as your Food is, ſo will your Life be:; and 
if ye will ſtill feed upon the Airy Notions" of chat 
Carnal Wiſdom, into an Airy, Light and:/Wanton 
Life you will grow ; and if your Food be to lick up 
the dirt and foulneſs that you can find here or there, 
and to feaſt thereon, and then be liable to vomit it 
up again, as ſome have done ; this will nouriſh no- 
thing but the Serpents Life, which the Power of God 
will overcome. But, Dear Hearts, fink down, ſink 
down, while yet an Arm of Love is reached out to 
you to receive you, and wait in lowlineſs to be 
brought into that Heavenly Houſe, where there is 
Meat indeed, and Drink indeed, and remember that 
expreſs ſentence of our Lord, who ſaid, Except you 
ear my Fleſh, and drink my Blood, ye have #o Life in 
you : This is the Holy Nouriſhmenat that nouriſherh 
up.the Heirs of the Kingdom, into which - many-are 
eatered.,. and - many: of the. Dear [People of -God 
whom;yd-count lightly of, aretravailling co obtain 
an entrance. 111.111 
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And, Friends, let me uſe yet one Argument more 1684 
with you, to perſwade you to turn into the Unity SY 
and Fellowſhip of the 'Truth and Power of God, in 
which ye ſometimes took delight with us to walk in 
it, and that is an Argument from your own Experi- 
ence; towit, The teebleneſs that hath fallen upon ma- 
ny of you, ſince ye departed from the Heavenly Uni- 
ty. with your Ancient Friends and Brethren ; what 
a decay of-{trength and courage in the bearing forth 
the ſeveral Teſtimonies for the Name of Chriſt, as 
they. were received from the Beginning, and by- the 
faithful Followers of him, are to this day kept and 
accounted of, as of more worth than a little outward 
Liberty or Eſtate, or ſuch like, 

Bat Oh! my Friends, how is this Tye looſened? And 
how is Fleſhly Reaſoning gotten up to ſhun the Croſs, 
and the Sufterings that attend the Goſpel, and an un- 
readineſs in many to give up themſelves for his Names + 
ſake? ſothat they-are as if they had loſt their Spiritu- 
al Armour, and their fervent Zeal and: Love to the 
Truth, and the Teſtimonies of it, which once were 
dearer to them than their All in this tranſitory 
World ; andit is indced impoſſible that the Love to 
God and. his Truth ſhould. remain in its former 
irength-, when the Love to the Brethren decays. 
They came together, and they will go together ::' And 
the want of this Love to God and to his People, 1s the 
ground of declining 'Truth's Teſtimony, and uſing 
iadixeft ways to ſhift and ſhun the Sufferings thar 
come for; Truth's fake , by which the Hands”'of 
Truth's Enemies are ſtrengthened, and many ftum- 
bling blocks have been laid in the way of the weak ; 

1 


$96 ea Faithlyl Yarning 
1684 Ibeſcreh yourto-conſider theſc- things, and lay them 
WV to Heart while-:there 15:2 -Q and-opportugity to re- 
*urftito-your firſt:Love, and ;to your firſt Zeal for the 
Ercuth. 3 "= 
- And, Dear Friends, -might go into Particalars, 
tolay before you, wherein this. decay of Love-and 
. Zeal for God and- his precious Truth 1s manifeſt in 
many ;: but I ſpare you, knowing there isa faithful 
and true Witneſs for the Lord, that will ( if you 
mindit ) ſhew you more particularly wherein any 
hath failed, andto that Witneſs of God I do recom- 
mend what I have written to you, which -will teſti- 
fie that T have written in true love to your Immortal 
Souls ; and whoſoever ſlight this tender Warning and 
Exhortation ſent unto them in the Love of God, will 
but barden their own Hearts more and more, and lay 
themſelves open tothe Sedncing Spirits, to be carried 
. away by the ſubtle Wiles of ſubrle Men, who ſeek to 
draw from the Foundation that God hath laid, and 
to bring you again to truſt to Uncertainties, and to 
fill your Minds with Unneceſſary Things, and to neg- 
le& the weighty Matters, and the one Thing need- 
ful. 

Therefore, Friends, wait to fee] the daily renew- 
ings by the Holy Spirit in your felves, and that will 
renew your Love to God and to his Truth, and the 
Teſtimonies of it, and to the Brethren that have h- 
boured in it for the good of your Souls, and to all the 
faithful Followers of the Lamb of God every where, 
and that will renew your Love and Zeal tothe Truth, 
and to the Teſtimonies of it, and keep it freſh, and 
give you a Senſe of the exceeding great value of ny 

an 
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and then you will ſee that the ſervice of all that is, 468 4 
given you, is but toſerye the Lord in his Truth, and </v 
in the Holy Faith, you will have a ſenſe of the Re- 

ward of all in your own Boſom, that ye loſe and ſuf- 

for for the Lord's ſake, and in this you Will have an 
Inheritance with all the Sanftified Childeen of Light; 
which that ye all may poſſeſs, and none fall ſhort of, 

is the earneſt Deſire and Prayer of your Faithful 
Friend in the Uachangeable Truth, 
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EPISTLE 


FROM 


Stephen Criſp, 
FRIENDS. 


Early Beloved Friends and Brethren in the e- 

| D verlaſting Fellowſhip, that ſtands in the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt Jeſus our one Head, I do at this 

time dearly and tenderly ſalute you, in a freſh and li- 
ving remembrance of the precious Unity and Joy in. 
the pure Spirit of Life, in which we have been mutu- 
HlyTefreſhed togethern Fears paſt, when IT accord- 
ing to the Will of God, Travailed and Laboured a- 
mong you in my younger Years with great Conſo- 
lation, rejoicing greatly in beholding your Order and 
Unity in the Bleſſed Truth, in which ye proſpered, 
and were as an Army with Banners in the Lamb's 
Hoſt, who went forth Conquering among yan, Un 
efend- 


In Cpiſtle from Stephen Criſp, &«. 44) 
defending and preſerving you by his Almighty Power 
from the manifold —. o a That were laid WV 
for your Feet, but you that are Ancients can remem- 
ber with Joy, how you were kept ftedfaſt and un. 
moveable in the Holy Path of Life, and in the Bleſſed 
Concord, being of one Heart and Mind bent to ſerve 
the Lord and his Bleſſed Truth ; I fay, the remem- 
brance of theſe things 1s precious to me, and to you 
who retains the ſimplicity of the Goſpel of Chriſt our 
Saviour, 

And Dear Hearts, as ye have met with many af- 
faults to break your Bleſſed Unity, fo it is not to 
be expeCted, but that till yout great Adverſary will 

0 about ſeeking whom he may Devour ; and he 
Kai that your Strength is not in your ſelves, 
but in that Seed of Life that hath in all Ages broke 
his Head, and overcome him in and for the Faithful : 
Therefore his Work is to draw from that Seed, and 
from that ſweet Dependency upon it into ſome 
ſtrange Ground, where you may be removed from 
your Strength, and be made a prey to his Net : And 
therefore as that Seed is Meek and Lowly, if he can 
but exalt any into the contrary property, t ey are pre- 
pared for him, And as that feed is not of this World, 
if he can draw any into the Spirit of this World, they 
are prepared for him. - And as that Seed is patient and 
long ſuffering, if he can draw any into Haſte and 
Paſſion, they are prepared for him. - And as that 
Seed made himſelf of no Reputation, and fought not 
Honour in this World, if he can but draw any one to 
the affetting Reputation and Honour, they are pre- 
pared for him ; and from hence comes Grindings, 

Rrr 2 Heart- 
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Heart-burnings, Back-bitings, Jealoutfies and Miftruſt, 
ny Which genders Strifeand Contentions, which breaks 
_ out into Schiſms and Rents, under various pretences, 
which gives room for the corrupt Wit and Wiſdom 
that's from beneath, to raiſe Diſputes and Janglings, 
which are not 'of God, but of the Lufts, the ground 
of Wars and Contentions, which are hurtful to thoſe 
concerned--in them ; but in Chriſt Jefus is our Peace 
and Tranquility, in whom we have grown up to be 
a Church and Body, to his Honour and Glory and to 
our Salvation ; in whom we rejoice together, and have 
Dominion over the work of the Wicked one, in the 
particular, and in the general, and by his Power have 
{cen the Counſels of the Diſobedient brought to 
nought many a time, and he is the ſame till as ever 
he was, Therefore be ye not difcouraged at any 
work of the Enemy, which you ſee appearing, but 
keep in the Lamb's Patience, and have Faith jn the 
Lyon of the Tribe of Judah, and be affured his work 
in your hand ſhall proſper as ye abide in his Spirit, 
whuch is unchangeable and invincible. 

And Dear Friends, as concerning your preſent Ex- 
erciſes that ye labour under, thorow the Diſcontents 
of ſome amongſt you, let none Faint in. their Minds, 
as if ſome ſtrange thing had happened to you, nor 
none be over-come with a Zeal beyond found Judg- 
ment, but remember that. the Dominion belongs to 
the Meek and innocent Seed, which will guide you 
to be tender and condeſcending to the Brother of 
low Degree,. and to keep inviolable the Law of Cha- 
rity, and to heal the Broken and the Wounded, and 
to reſtore that which is hurried out of the way by 

Tempta- 
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to Friends, 
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Temptation, making a difference between the tender 


hearted, and the wilful, and heady, fierce Deſpiſers, I 


who are eaſily known by their Fruits. 

And dearly Beloved, this is a Windy day, or a day 
of Winds, in which that which is in it ſelf Chaff 
will be blown. away, and what the North wind doth 
not, remove will be driven with the Eaſt wind, and 
what Perſecution doth not cauſe to ſtart preſently, the 
Winds of Difſention and Seducements will drive a- 
way, and many are loſt already, and many more will 
be loft, who have loſt the Innocent and Beauriful 
Love that firſt ſhined among us, and made us amia- 
ble to cre another. Theſe having loſt their firſt Love, 
its no Marvel if the firlt Works decay alſo. 

And hence comes the Self-love, and ſhunning the 
Crols, and a deſire after the Worldly and Fleſhly Li- 
berty, ta which many are Intangled, and become Ene- 
mies to the Croſs of Chriſt, and ſeeks to make the 
offence of it toceaſe, by which an Enmity doth ariſe 
agus them that bears it, though it works under 0- 
ther ſpecious pretences, whoſe end will be according 
to their work, and the day will declare and make it 
manifeſt. 

So dear Friends, in Bowels of dear and tender 
love, having a little open'd my heart unto you, asa 
remembrance of that Ancient and Laſting love that 
hath abounded in my Scul to you from the beginning, 
F bid you farewell in the Lord, and te God of 
Power keep you in the Unity of his Spirit, and in 
Pureneſs and Cleannefs of Mind, ferving the Trunth 
with one Heart and Mind, and keep down the cap- 
tious Wit, and Carnal Reafonings and Diſputation 

tor 
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for Maſtery in all your Aſſemblies, and let the Di- 


WAA vine Senſe Rule your Aﬀairs, and the Wiſdom that 


comes from above, which ye may know by its being 
peaceable, as well as pure; and thoſe that truſt in 
this Gift, need not ſtrive nor be haſty, but wait in 
Faith, and Exerciſe their Patience the appointed time 
of the Father, and they ſhall ſee the deſire of their 
Souls, and be ſatisfied. So the God of Power, and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, keep and ſupport 
you by his Divine Comfortable preſence, and dire&t 
you in his Heavenly Wiſdom to do his Holy Will in 


our Day and Generation, is the hearty Supplication of 
our 


Sincere and Faithful Friend and Brother, 
in the Kjngdom and Patience of Chriſt Jeſus, 


Stephen C iſp. 
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VISITATION 


IN THE 


Love of God 


UNTO THOSE 


PEOPLE 


CALLED 


French Pzoteſtants 


WHEREVER 
They are ſcattered in this time of 


Tribulation and Perſecution, raiſed a- 
gainſt them by thoſe called Roman Ca- 
tholicks about Matters of Religion. 
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A TENDER aq 9's 
VISITATION: 
IN. THE 


Love of. God 


UNTO THOSE 


PEOPLE 


CALLED 


Fr, Poeoteſtants, &c. 


\Riends, i in the Movings of Gods Love in my 
Heart, I write unto you, and niy Prayer to, 
God is,. that he may by his: inviſible Power; '0- 


oo Hearts to Receive a fo, of Counſel which: 
t tend to your Eternal ON | 
S 


It 
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2688. Tt is Evident that you are great  Sufferers, and the 
ry Bame thereof hath reached over many Lands and 
Countries, and hath occaſioped many, to take Notice 

of your hard Meafure, -and to Compaſſionate your 

State and Condition, and to reach out a Hand of 
_— to (our F<lick an LAN 7% is in- 

ced 1 Fr e Chr ity, and a Dyty 

that 7i Gh real Fi ® Fe Ln > yea to do 


good to all Men, and;eſpeqially ito the Houſhold of 


Faith. 
rity, os = _ _ as Viſit Tk 


d in thi 

in theſe of yur Diſtr 
C N which of 
ty, and oy an humble Mind, do Ning and 
may reap ſome 

And firſt of N RG. tr. ſeriohſly Exerci- 
ſed, to — _ is the _ wed our F of Mee 

r1- 


and wh You 
al and - = n 2: 
take No me 


over you, + to Conclude that God is + nt — 
with a People whom he peribits £o fall under great 
Sufterings; no, far be it from me, for who hath ſuf- 


fered more than God” s Dez Children i I Wor 
RI 5 Q fi 4g. i the ? ' 
|  B.SULA: F haFeÞrg=.-. 


the &HE 


dren 
vok'd the Lord to mn by their Diſobedience to him, 
and others _ for r the Trial of their. Faith, and. 
—_—_ they y my b e thereb _ more purified and pre- 
Aer ts Cr "£0 w_ Holy > ang on , 
fs his 


ur arnion or to*poſſets h 
Heavenly k th, toe ver N neting th Res Þ bot; | 


SY 


to the French Þifeeftants. 
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purified and cleanfed carienter, ©) Now, which.ob cheſe- 4688 

ſes thall be alcrſbgg yo.your preien Sufferings, .is SV 
beſt to be knoyen and ova ous byithe Lighcof "rruch 
in your.own Farts.and Conciences,, And \doubtle(; 
{9 —_ of you as will pleaſe to fit down and {eriqus- 
ly to Conlider your ways in time paſt, will come-to 
an underſtanding how it ſtands between God and 
your own Souls ; for the Lord;hath a Faithful and 

rue Witneſs in- the "Conſciences. of ; every ogg ;pf 
you, that hath: Regiſtred your doings. from, zqur 
Childhood, and this will bring to y« ; 4s a 
how you walked before the Lord 1% | 


| iythe, days of your 
Proſperity and Liberty in your-:-own, Nation, when 
you fat under your own Vines, and Fig-trees, how 


'Wantonneſs, the Strife and Emulation that was a- 
mong many. of you, and how 4 ous part of you 
pleated your ſelves with a formality of Religion, 
ſomething differing from * the reſt of the Nation; 
though your Lives and Converſations differed little 
from others,but too much 11 was taken to Looſe- 
neſs and Vanity, and to the Luſts and Concupiſcence 
of the Fleſh. Theſe things were a grief to the Spirit 


of God, while ye called upon him in Words, and dif- 
Siſz2 honoured 
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1688 honoured him in your Lou, and gave your Adverſa- 
WWW rits occaſion to ſpeak Evil of you, and of your Religi- 
- cnet Ae pats x2 he common Re 
of Strangers ravellers for a long time, that there 
was little difference to be found. in the Live and Con- 
_ f Proteſtagts and Papiſtsin France, till the 
day me ent to their ſeveral Worſhips. - 
" Oh, Friends! Where was the Talent of Know- 
lege all this while? For as you knew better than o- 
thers, and that more Light had ſhined unto you; fo 
ſhould your Converſations have ſhined forth beyond 
others in Sobriety, in Tem ce, andiinithe fear X 
the Lord to the Honour of his Holy Name ani 
his Enemies ; and this World would have ſtopped the 
Mouth of Gain-ſayers more abundantly than all the 
Scholaſtical and Critical Arguments formed by force 
of Logick and Rhetorick,or Philoſophy, cither could 
GURETETEST $241 
Now, -Friends,.. when theſe: things came to be 
brought up in your Remembrance by. God's Remem- 
brance in vour Conſciences, ſhewing you your mil- 
pent time in days paſt; it will work you into Humi- 
lity, and prepare your Hearts to ſay with Sau/, Lord, 
what wilt thou have ,me to. do, and the Lord will 
then draw nigh to you in a ſtrangeLand, eyen to as 
many as ſeek him diligently ;' for all'Lands are alike 
to him, and in every Nation, and among every Peo- 
ple, thoſe that fear. him and work 4 nr are 
accented with.him thorow Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ; for 


he teacherh the Humble, ſairh Davia, -and inftructeth - 
the Meek in his ways; and I muſt tell yout Friends, 
the Reaſon why you are ſtill ſuch Strangers to, the: 
i | inward 


inward and divine Teachings of God, is becauſe you x688' 
are not Humble enough, nor poor in Spirit WW 
and ſo do not know the neceſſity nor want ye have © 
it ; but are heaping up Teachers to your ſelves, that 
may pleaſe the itching Ear, and fo are diverted from 
a'diligent Hearkening to the Voice of God, who is a. 
reprover in your own Hearts. In the next place, it 
is —_— r you ſeriouſly to conſider the Cauſe for ' 
which your great Sufferings come upon you; it may 
be you will fay it is, becauſe you cannot for Conſcy- : 
ence Sake ſubicribe certain Articles, nor perform and 
praQtiſe certain things which you believe to be cone 
trary to the Mind of God, &c. oy 45 "5 
You ſay well: But, my Friends, if Conſcience ' 
muſt be hearkened to in theſe ReſpeQts, Pray why is 
there not as great need to Anſwer it in your whole 
Lives and Converſations ? So far as our Conſciences are 
Illuminated, it is by the Light of Chriſt who light- 
eth every one that cometh into the World with the 
true Light ; and fo far as Conſcience 1s guided by this 
Light, and Men ſuffer themſelves to be governed by 
fu an illuminated Conſcience they are kept from: 
every thing that offends God by the fame Law of 
Conlcience, which is Light ; for the ſame Light that ' 
convinceth my Conſcience, that it is fin to bow 
down to an Idol, or Worſhip a Crucifix, the ſame 
convinceth me.in my Conſcience;that it is a fin to Lye, 
to Swear, to commit Fornication, yea, to ſpeak fo. 
much as vain and idle Word, or to let any evil Com- 
munication or Fooliſh .Jciting proceed out: of 'my 
Mouth. Oh ! what a Bleſſing would this be to you, 
and, what Peace of Conſcience would 1t bring into 
i your 
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” 3683s ; your:\Batoms,. if:#hus Rake Were obſerved an \your 
UW YM wholeriLifeandiConvertariog; andurely, the? reafon 
is, theme; for-if cheditaces of : Trunk 4n- che Con 
ſciencebe,as you confets, 30 be follywedin-one thing, 
why. hot mal, »efpaciatly ſo far as:weinre 1equally iMy- 
mivateil ;agd <orminced? and Þ' woutd' at which of 
youis-not as:compleatly"and Tully 1arshed-ir -refpectt 
to yaur- Conſcience; that /Drunkeyneſs, :Swearins, 
Lying, Hypacrifie, Pride, &c. are contrary to'the 
Holy Will of the pure God, as bowing to an ima 
or. nails, -or ſubſcribing any Suporthicious Articles 
whatſoever, and.the fame light of *PVruth winch diſ- 
covereth the one, diſcovercthithe .other, :as the A 
ſtle faith, 'Whatſoever is reproveable is made manifeſt by 
the Light, for that which maketh manifeſt is Light, 
But by the way I muſt put you ia mind of a diver- 
ſity of working in the Conſciences of Men, for all 
Men do not make ſcruple of Conſcience in matters 
of Religion from one and the ſame ground andcauſe; 
for if they did, all would be of:the fame mind with 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles and the primitive Believers, 
who while they had their Conſciences all Governed 
by the Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus, continued together and 
were of one Heart and :Mind; - but- there be: three 
things principally that divert Men's Confciences from 
this univerſal Rule of Holineſs, Faith and Charity, 
and by. theſe. three :means, People come to be led 
from the. Holineſs, divided intheir Faiths, and broken 
in their. Charity ; and I ſhall touch briefly upon-theſe 
three, that ſo the ſearching, inquiring Soul may 'be 
ſomewhat helped to find whether any of them have 
the Rule and Government of his Conſcience or no. 


I. The 


to the rench Pzoteſtants. rr | 
1, The Firſt'is Education. WS 


2. Worldly Intereſt; | 

3. The ſubjeCting the: Conſcience” to: the Govetn- 
ment'of other Men, and thereby are mads liable to 
their Intereſt and Paſſions. 


For the firſt, Education, it muſt be conſidered ina 
twofold Confideration, Good and” Bad ; for good E- 
ducation; it hath a great prevalency upon "the Mind, 
as'to- DoArines,” Principles; and'Forms'and Motles of 
Worſhip” but it doth:not alone convey fromthe 'Tu- 
tor to the - Pupil; the life and- vertue"of Religion, 
that muſt beiddne-by the immediate Operation of the” 
Power and Spirit of Chrift;' and therefore it is the” 
duty; oftvery one, how good foever their Education 
tinl@biea, and how-ſound” ſoever the principles are; 
that/they--have received; to wait for this Divine Ope- 
ration in 'their' hearts, to-ſeafon' and! ſanQifie ther); 
and''to-fit”them-to bear a Teftimony to the*'Trith 
whickt they have learned in- Words and: Terms; or 
cle they witl'prow up'in-a formal dead Profeſſion, 
and will want the Oitm their own'Lamps, altho their 
Futors might haveit; 'and ſuch for want 'of the”truc 
Life" and Vertve'of -Religion- in' themſelves," may 
makeConſeltnce of" this or that'Forrh-and Mode of 
—_ , 1n' which they were Educated' and may 

[in-a\'Profelion 'of fuck” or ſuch DbArines'and 
Principles, 'and yet may* be neverthebetter” for them 
as to thegreatiand main End; namely, the Sanftifica- 
tian of the Soul, and Recoridaliation with God; which 
the-moſt ſound: Doftrines\and' Principles will not a- 
lonedo. And 
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1688 Andas to bad Education and being Tutored and 
& VV) Nurſed tip inthe Dark and Erroneous ways of the 
- * Worldj'that fallen Man hath invented ; this makes a 
Conſoiencetdo,” though 'evrrupt and" defiled through 
theUarkneſs that i54h t anni! thei Teachers; they 
grout! fy +HEI , and fet- it" up for Truth , 
patting«'theit?Datkntls for TEE, "walking by 

the Lake aPftView of their own Rimlling, Crying, 
Ttws did owt Fote-Fathers, and pleading Antiquity for 
a Cloak for Error, 'which makes it not the better, but . 

the worſe ; and theſe deceived Conſciences have com- 
monly this property, that they will endeavour to 
make every ones Conſcience like their one, which if 

any cannot yield to, they are for deſtroying their Bo- 

dies, which ſhews they are Children of the Deſtroyer, 

and do his works ; of whom Chriſt our Lord prophe- 
fied, ' when. he faid , They ſball think they do good . 
Service when they. Kzll you ; and ſtill theſe will 
tell you it is their Conſcience, but by their works its | 
manifeſt what it is that hath the governance of ſuch 
Conſciences; not the ſweet Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus, but 
the force of a corrupt ' Education nouriſhed and -. 
{trengthned by the daily Motions of Sataz. | 
Another thing that teeks to take the Government 
of ſome Men's-Conſciences, *is worldly Intereſt. 
Theſe are Men 'of no ſetled hearty Religion, but al- 
low themſelves a Latitude to ſquare their Conſci- 
ences and Profeſſions to their worldly Profits, Plea- 
{ures and Advantages, and fo area fort of Chriſtians _ 
without the' Croſs of Chriſt; and conſequently no 
Diſciples of Chriſt : For he ſaid, 'Unleſs 4 Mar take up 
his daily Croſs and deny himſelf, he canuot be my "—_ | 
"_ | | ple, * 


_— 
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ple, but how hard is it for ſuch Mento make Con- 1688 
ſcience, to keep or to af according to a good Con- WWW 


ſcience, where worldly loſs and damage either intheir 
Profits.or Pleaſures preſents ? What ſcruing and win- 
dings do they make to form their Conſciences to look 
another way ? What ſeeking out of Arguments and 
Carnal Reaſonings to make themſelves believe other- 
wiſe then they really do believe; nay, ſometimes 
forcing themſelves for their Intereſt to profeſs that 
which they do not nor cannot believe; and this is a 
great abomination in the ſight of God, and ſuch are 
often times ſhut up in Darkneſs, and given over-to_ a 
Reprobate Mind , becauſe for worldly Ends they 
chuſe the Darkneſs rather than the Light, and come 
to have their Portions in it. 

The third thing is where Men give over. their 
Conſciences to the Regulation and Government of 
others, and theſe may be ſaid to be Men without. the 
Exerciſe of their Conſcience, for they have not the 
uſe of it, nor do ſtand in a capacity of accepting any 
Illuminations by the working of God's Spirit, but 
are bound as Slaves and Vaſſals to him, to whom they 
have ſubje&ted themſelves and receives their precepts 
by the Teaching of that Man; Tough he- be gever 
ſo bad ;and'this God corplained off of old, faying,their 
fear towards me 1s Tanght by the Precepts of” Men, 
then it ſeems they ſhould have been Taught of God. 
But, alas! whar a Condition are thoſe Souls in, 
and how uncertainly do they go on that hath given 
themſelves over to another, to govern their yery 
Thoughts, their Faith, their Living and Works; it 
he Errs they maſt Err too, if he falls in the Ditch, 

Ttt rhey 


Ms 
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| - $86 they muſt j in too; nay, and. this is not all, for he 
| WY'V himſelf is not his own, nor the Lord's Freeman, but 
he is bound uader ſomebody elſe as much as thou art 
under him, and he again under another, and ſa on, ; 
oxhes Ecor, Darkneks and Blindneſs, ſpreads it ſelf 
all are wandered from chat? Sir which 
Chit h th feat ( according to his Promiſe ) to lead 
his People into Truth, whom { he ſaid ) the World 
could-not receive, and now it's manifeſtly true the 
World will make any ſhift rather than come. to the 
Teachings of his Spirit, yea, will pin their Faith up- 
on the Sleeve of a Prieft, or a Monk, although they 
know them, to. be ſofar from Infallibility, that chey 
ſee their failings daily, in Pride, Covetouſneſs, Luxy- 
ry, Wantonneſs, and Hypocrifie, and are ſuch as are 
not able to preſerve themſelves out of the Snares of Sa+ 
ean : Who would think any Man of Underſtanding 
couldbeſo blinded to imagine that ſuch can abſolve 
them oftheir Sin, who cannot keep out of it them- 
ſelves, but are overcome by the Temptations of Sa- 
tan, and by their own Luſts and Concupilceace, agd 
muſt have another toabſolye them, and another again 
or him, and, {o forth ? Ah where is the; pure Light 
Chriſt ig the Conſcience all this while that ſhould 
gue and, rule the yay of the one andthe 0- 
er, to teach them, how Hh bers their goAſaraces 
kr (ate e towards God Oh, that 
wal 
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flouriſh in Vertue, this would work out any evit 1688 
thing rhat hath been ſown by bad Education; and WV 
make jt die and wither ; this would teach'you to lay 
by all worldly Intereft, and dedicatg your felves to 
. the Lord, heaceforth.to be taught and guided by hitn 
2nd'Chrift Jeſus,” by his Light and Spirit; would 
open your Underftandings that he would make ye wi- 
ſer than your Teachers in the ow Myſtery of Rege- 
neration, without which all Worſhips, Religions, 
Confeſſions, Abſolutions, yea,  Alms and Prayers, 
will tand a'Man in no ſtead, for except « Mew be boy x 
arain be cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. | 
© "Now, Friends, you that are in Sufferings, and are 
Feattered to and fro in many Nations upon the ac- 
count you cannot for Conſcience ſake gontorm to that 
Religion which you believe to be Idolatrous, whac 
can be a more proper Exerciſe for your Minds,thanto 
examine your own Souls to ſee what it is that hatl: 
been your Leader and Guide in this your retufing to 
Conform ? Whether it were your Education, or any 
worldly Intereſt or Dependencies upon any, or whe- 
ther it were ſome over-much ſway and prevalency 
that any Man or Men have had upon your Conſci- 
ences? or laſtly, whether it hath been the Light of 
the Word and Spirit of Chrift ſhining in your Hearts, 
1d Huminating your Underftanding to ſee the Error 
and _ oft the" Nations, and that: in' tenderneſs 
Gpi i ys pinto in” obedience tb” his 
Gates th," you ole rarher ro forfake your 


Native Countrey\, and your 'Worldly Injoyrqeiits, 
rfati'to' Ms Cas an 74 Fr Frhar 
'Light/afid Grace rfat the'Father of Lights Had: be. 
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1689- ſtowed'tiport you ; now thoſe of you that find it'thus 
Www | 


Wwih-yol; what a Comfort will it be in all your Ad- 
verfivies; when you fel'the Evidence' of God's Wit- 
ne nyo? Confriences reftifying your Sufferings to 
betponthisAtunt'? And how good will it be for 
youall to follow theleadings and guidings of it inal 
things, and ſee if there be not yet many things re- 
maining in'and among you thatare as contrary 'to that 
Light'and Gracein your Hearts, and'as burdenſome 
toyourSouk, and'thatkeeps you from Reconciliati- 
on 'witft God ;: and the more you exerciſe your ſelves 
in trying and proving your words and aCtions by this 
Light in = own Souls, the more clearly you" will 
ſeea neceſſity of Reforming your ways in the ſight'or” 
God, and not to reft ſatisfied that you have obey'd 
it in'one thing, but to labour and travail in the daily 
Croſs till-all things that ſtand in oppoſition to the ho- 
ly Wilt of God be fubdued in yon, that ſo you may 
not lofe'the Reward of what you have done, for ir 1s 
not/faithfulneſs in one particular will ſerve, oar'turns, 
but as Moſes ſaid' when he propheſied” of Chriſt, It | 
ſhalt tomie to paſs (faith he ) that ther Soul, which will 
not hear him in «ll things ſhall be cut off. "Thercfore 
the way to make peace with God,” and Reconciliati- 
on; is to follow the Lord fully, 5did FoſÞuz; that'is, 
ro'ſeave' off and forſake every thing that isevil it your 
ſelves, as well as the Tdolatry'rhidt in'others, w beſt | 

Th the next price 7 ere Fod ph 4 Terj6us. 
Coiiſtderatiprl, whit Efett. your: preſent Suffering, 
Colitirion hath wrovghr'inydu rowardy your Sandti- 


fication. 
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fication, for it's the work and buſineſs of a true Chri- 1 688 

ſtian Soul to be bettered by every condition, and WW 

molt of all by Sufferings, which are permitted of God 

for the ſlaying and crucitying all that in; his people. 

that is contrary unto him, that they maybe as Gald 

purified in the Furnace of Tribulation ; now: it will 

be of great profit to you to come to a ſearch in your 

ſelves how this work of Mortification is carried on, . 

and to enquire whether that vainand airy mind thar 

roo much prevailed upon you in your own Countrey, 

which led you out to Faſhions and Cuſtoms be not 

yet alive in you, which puts you upon ſuch great 

haſte to faſhion your ſelves to the Faſhions of the 

Nations where you are ſcattered ; and Conforming, 

to their Ways and Manners. Oh! my Friends, ifa 

true ſence of your ſtates did remain upon your Spirits,. 

how would it make you grave and YOgRy: and 

bring you into ſobriety in words and attions, by 

which the Nations where you live might ſee that it 

was from a ſound Principle of Religion and Godlineſs 

that you had denied che Superſtition of your-own- 

Countrey, and not barely for a differing Form of Re- 

ligion, which makes Men no better one form than 

another,” for youmay remember that the-Apoltles and 

Primitive Chriſtiads-had not Fellowſhip with thoſe. 

that held the ſame form with themſelves, if they de- 

nied tb be ſubje& tg Over of Godlineſs... And 

indeed that. 3s the Life of Religion, and che Crown, 

of all Sufferings upon the atcounit of Religion, when,, 

the Sufferers in the time of their Sufferings Rn 

rhejr Soulsthe Yertue and Life ofhim for'whole Name 

they. ſuffer, ſupporting them in-their AMiQions,, "my 
ailo! 
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1688, alſopreſerving them from. the: pollutions and-defiles 
YY ments of the World. Thus it was with the Diſciples 
Oo od Hg an a time of Perſecution were ſcattered 
|; over Als, apadocia, and: Bithianis, they carried" a- 
long. with them the ſweet ſayour of Life, and it's taidy 
Tha the Word of God grew ov increaled. mightily; For 
alas, what advantage hath a Proteltaat over 'a-Papilt, 
if bath remain ſubje& to the Prince of the Power of 
the Air, who hath his rule in the Hearts of the Chil- 
dren of Diſobedience of what ſort or Profeſſion ſoever 
they are. Therefore let me.perſwade and beſeech 
you in the.tender Love of God not too much to look 
upon: thatlittle Reformation which you, have:; bur 
look at and conlider how much is yet to be Reformed 
before you can come to be, as you know: you ought to 
be, anſwerable tothe holy, pure Mind of the holy, 
pure God, with whom, and in whoſe Eternal pure 
Preſence you deſire to have your Eternal Portion and 
Ioheritance. And although this benot: obtained by 
Works, but thorough Grace, yet. all :that-are truely 
abjected to the, Grace of God, are led :by! it: 10: xt: 

Ss neſs aud worldly. Lnſts, 4nd toline: righte4 


ouſly, and ſoberly, and godly in this preſent: evil world, 
it, 2411+, 50 examine your ſelves; and ſee how 
your Lives and Conyerſationsanſiwer' the Grace: and 
Light of. Truth,i which thoraugh Chriſt -Jeſas the 
KHquntaingf.Light and: Truth iscammunicazedes 
2dingly you may'tind- atruc-Judgmentdifs 
iy or ifwn Souls, bow ib Raods with eyerproge of 
vay igthp GglitetGod.yin bus {BW-YOY 01 If NIQW 
___nabhertisencthingmore:that lies: upon; ime tol put 
yay ia mind of, and that is, to moye you to an hum- 
ble 
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59 
ble thankful Mind to the'Lord, that he hath in this r68$ 
the time of your AfiQions opened- the Hearts of fo /WV. 
wany Kings and Princes to Receive and Suecour you, ' 
and of ſq-many People to- Relieve your: Neceſſities, . 
which indeed is a great Mercy. 'The Conſideration 
whereof may be a great Motive upon your 'Spirits to 
tcuſt the-Lord, and to ſerve him in your Places where 
, you arecait, and toendeayour yourſelves to anſwer 
his Love and Kindneſs towards you ; thathis Mercics 
and Goodneſs may oblige your Hearts to love the 
Lord more than all, and this will more and more 
open the Hearts ofall that love the Lord: to miniſter 
to-you-in-ſuch thingsas you need, both Temporal and* 
Spiritual; and truly, Friends, I have with grief ma- 
ny a time beheld you as a People under great Trials,: 
and had wiſhed your Trials had wrought a better ef- 
fe& upon you than it hath yet had ; and there came a 
. neceſſity upon my Spirit to viſit you with theſe few 
Conſiderations in the pure Love of God, hoping they- 
will meetwith many among you that will receive this. 
Vaſitatiooiin-the ſame Love in which ir is ſent unto 
you ;- and TI pray God it may do you good, and have 
an effe&t upon your Hearts for your Spiritual Advan- 
tage, Burt if any among you thould deſpiſe it, and 
calt good Counſel behind their Backs, and Cavil ei- 
ther at!the Matter or Style, ſuch will but hurt rheir 
own Souls, and not:me, neither ſhall T (thar T know 
Afi), Þs::concerned 'thereat, but with grief for thetr 
ſakes chaving. faithfully. diſcharged! that whitl tay: 
upon me to you-ward, and my Reward' is' with the 
Lerd, and his Spirit teacherh me to. Love all*Men, , 

v4 Y 6 bz! 4 4: and: 


" X Tender Utftration 
2683 and to Labour for the good of all Men, as knowing it 
WYV is not the Wilhof God that any ſhould periſh, bur 


+ that all Men eyery where ſhoyld Repent and came to 
the Knowledge of the Truth, and be Saved, 


Colcheſter, the 19th. StephemCriſp. 
31th. Month, 4 
1688. 
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EPISTL E 
TENDER LOVE 


AND 


Brotherly Advice 


To all the 


Churches of Chriſt 


Throughout the 


V ORELD> 


Whoare gathered into the onc Living Faith, 


| lowſhip one with another, 
| 
| 


From a Friend and Bro: her in the ſame Fell: wſhip, who bath lor.7 
|. Travailed, and ſtill Travails for Siow's Projperity, and for ti 'c 
gathering Siows Children on: of Egypt and Darkneſs, that 
they may walk and well ir: the Lig'it of Sior?s Saviour, which 

1s Chriſt the Lord. Whoſe outw.rd. Name is Stephen Criſſy 


- — 
On On, — 


| 
| 
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and Walk in the Light, and therein have their Fel-| 


| 
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EPISqLILE 


| TENDER LOVE 


AND 


Brotherly Advice 


To all the 


Churches of Chaift 


Throughout the 


VV ORLD 


Early Beloved Friends and Brethren, gathered 
out of the World by the Eternal Arm and 
ower of the Mighty God, to bear his Holy Name 

in your Generation ; my Love and Life in the Fel- 

., Vame lowſhip 
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_ .x690 Jowſhip of the Univerſal Spirit falutes you all ; and' 

wo my Prayer to God is, you may be kept Stedfaft and 
Unmoveable in the Grace of God, and in the Com- 
munion of. his Hely Spirit,, that ye may bring forth- 
Fruit in abundance, according to the abundant Mtt- 
cy and Grace beſtowed upon” you,*to the Glory of 
God, and to your Mutual Joy, Comfort and Edifi- 
cation.. | 

And that you may ſo do, let your Eye he kept dai- 
ly to 'the Lord, and behold, and take notice of the 
wondrous Works that he hath wrought in you, and 
for you, ſince the Day ye. were firſt quickened by his 
Immortal Mord, and Fs 


irred up to ſeek after him, 
and to wait upon him ; how good apd EFIIOus he 
hath been to you, in bringing you from the Barren 
Mountains, where your Souls languiſhed for the Hea-. 
venly Nouriſhment, where:you.knew not the Lord, 
nor one another, but were without a Comforter, or 
any. to ſympathize with you in yoyr-Mournings; Oh, 
how hath he pitied your. Groanings, and had Cons 
paſſion- on your Sighings'; and on: 4 you into ac- 
quaintance with thoſe that were in, the like Exerciles ; 
and then he taught-you to beteve on him that was 
able to help you. And thoſe that were thus taught 
of the Father, and felt: his drawing Cords of Love 
prevailing upon them ; theſe: came to Chrift\ their 
Saviour, and in him began to feel a Unity one with 
another, in the Faith you had received in him ; wang 
by':yoitbelieved he woutd* give you'of his Spirit," 
teach and (guide you in the 'way of Frath", Riph-" 


tcouſneſs'and Peace; and-thus was the Foundation of 
yaur Holy Communion laid, and a lively Hope raiſed- 
in 


—__ 
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in each particular. Soul, that he, that had begun this 1690 
bleſſed. Work would carry it on ; and-this Hopemade YN 


'0u that ye were not aſhamed .to. make; a. publick 
Profilion of his Name before the World, but cheer+ 
fully to. take;up his Croſs, and deny; your -ſelves of 
your former, Pleaſures , Friendſhips and Delights of 
this World.: This Hope hath been your Support in 
many -ſharp. Trials and bitter Combates, you have 
had with the Enemy of your SouPs Peace within , 
and with the Enemies of God's Holy. Way and Truth 


without ; and. in all. your Conflifts, you have.fgund 


him nigh, at, Hand, to.put forth his Power on your 
Behalf, as. you have depended upon: him for-his Af 
ſtance ; and by theſe Experiences.of his Goodneſs, 
our Faith hath been ſtrengthened-; and by the ſame 
Yord of Life that quickned you , many more. have 
heen reached unto, [x that you have ſeen a daily Ad- 


dition.of. Strength. in.the particular, and alſo an Ad-- 


dition to your: number, to your great Comfort .and 


Kent, a And many have: come to wait. up=- 
rd among you, and many are daily inqui-- 
ring after the Way to So , - with their Faces, thi-- 


on the 


therward.. Theſe, things are. worth . your Remem- 
brance,, and ſerious. Conſiderations, that you may: 
look upon theſe great Mercies', as Obligations upon 
your. Souls , to walk humbly. before the Lord, and 


that | 
And Friends, confider of the great. Works. that this 

WW re hy of the. Lord hath, 

the general, as.well as in the particular ; how many. 

Contrivances have been framed, and. Laws and, 


Decrces- 


to; be, Deyout and Fervent. w your. Teſtimony. , - far, 
God that; hath done thus great things for. yol1Q;; 


brought. .toipals,'jn- 


| 
j 


In Epilele of. tender-Love 


| Is 
| 


Decrees made. to lay you, waſte, and to make you 
ceaſe to be a People, and how have the Wicked re- 
joyced: thereat, for a Seaſon, crying, Ab, ha, thus 
woula'we have it ; they are all now given up to Baniſh+ 
ments, to Impriſonments, to Spoils and Rums ; now let 
us ſee if that inviſible Arm they traſt in, can deliver them, 
Oh Priends ! How hath your God been your Sup- 
port in the midft of all theſe Exerciſes ? And when 
he 'hath pleaſed , how. hath he quieted the ſharpeſt 
Storms; and turned back the greateſt Floods and Tor- 
rents of 'Perſecution that ever you met ? And how 
hath he confounded his and your Enemies, and 
broupht Confuſion upon the Heads of. .them | that 
—_— "your hurt ? Were not theſe things wrought 
by the Power of God ? Did your Number, [your Po- 
Ys your Intereſt, or any thing that might be cal- 
ted your own, contribute any thing to theſe, your great 
Preſervations and Deliverances ? If not, then let God 
have the Glory, and acknowledge to his Praiſe, Thefe 
have been the Lord's Doings, and are maryellous in 
our Eyes. | 
w} foal Dear Friends, conſider how, the Wicked 
One” hath wrought in a Myſtery among your ſelves, 
to ſcatter you, and to lay you waſte from. being a 
People, as at this Day | How many ſeveral ways hath 
he'tried, raiſing, up Men of Peryerſe Minds, to: ſubs 
vert,” and to tyrn you from, the Faith, and from the 
Sitplicty chat iin Chrſt Jeſus gur Lord aud to ſo 
pirate you from that Invyſible Power that, bath; been 
your Sreverty and to ſeparate. you,one from. another ; 
andy ſubtile Wiles, to lead'you intqa. falſe. Liber» 
ry above the Croſs of Chriſt ;, and ſometimes by. ſows 
=, ng 
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ing Seeds of Hereſie and. Seditions, endeavguring to 1690. 
corrupt the Minds of whom. they could, with Per- 
picious Principles : But Oh! how have their Deſigns 
been fruſtrated, and the Authors thereof: confounded 
and"brought to nought ; . and, how .haye_ you' been 
&d, "as a Flock under .the Hand of- a Careful 
Shepherd, even unto this Day ; which miniſters great 
cauſe of Thankſgiving unto. all the Faithful, who 
have witneſſed the working of this preſerving Power: 
in their own particulars. | 

Alſo, My Friends, it is worth your Conſiderations, 
to behold how that by this inviſible Power, ſo many 
faithful' Watch-men are raiſed up upon the Walls of 
you Son, that in moſt of: your Meetings, there be 

en and Women upon whom God hath laid a Con- 
cern, to be taking Care for the Good of the whole, 
and to take the Overſight upon them, to ſee all things. 
kept-in good and decent Order , and to make due 
Proviſion for the Comforting and Relieving the Ne-- 
ceſſities of the Needy and: Diſtreſſed, that nothing be : 
lacking to make. your way comfortable ; and theſe 
have' not been, nor are Loubls under this Charge 
by any A@of yours, but God hath raited up Paftors 
and 7 eachers, Elders and Deacons of his own 10nN 
and Choice , and bowed their Spirits to take upon 
them the Wotk and Service to which they are ap- 
pointed for the Lord's fake, and for the Bodics:fake, 
which' is'the'Church ;, towhom it may truly. be faid, 
as/in the" 20th Chapter of "4ts, Ver. 28. Take ge heed 
t0 thi Pork 'of God, ' vuer which the Holy Ghoſt hath 
matte you Over feers, 8c. And ſuch ought to be hear- 
kened to'in'the Diſcharge of their Truſt, as thoſe 


that: 


— 


=4J 


— 
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thatimuſt givean Account 'to*him that called them, 
and'gifted them for their ſeveral Works and Services 
xithe Clurch. 
And by theſe Ways and Means hath the Lord e- 
ſtabli{ hed. ammbng you'a Heavenly Governtnent, and 
built as it were a Hedge about you, that ye way be 
preſerved from Generation to Generation, a People 
fitted for the-Glory that is, and ſhall daily more and 
more-be revealed among and upon the Faithful, who 
delight in_that Power that called them to be Saints, 
and to'bear a Profeflion tor: the Holy Name of God, 
inſt the'many Names and ' Ways that Men in their 
-hangeable Minds have fet up, that the Name of the 

Lord alone may be exalted. | 
- And, Dear Friends and Brethren, T intreat you, that 
the Conſiderations of theſe great and weighty things 
which God hath wrought for you, and among you, 
may have that deep ney weighty Influence upon your 
Souls,” that ye' may find your ſelves ingaged to anfvwer 
the Love'and Mercy of God in your Lives and Con- 
verſations; and'in all you have to do in this'World, 
that ye may "ſhew forth' the Honour of God in all 
DOSS, that the Light which hath ſhined in'you, may 
ſhine-forth — you untd vthers , who Fet- fit 1n 
Darkneſs,” that all Men' may know by your” Innocent 
and; Harmleſs Converſations, and by your” cloſe keep- 
i I Lot thatye area People who ai affiſted 
helped"by * Sipernararat Power, which Governs 
your Wills, and fubjets them to his Bleſſed Will, 
and- that 'gnides and orders your AﬀeCtions, 'and ſets 
them' upon Heavenly and' Divine. Objefts, and that 
gives you Power todeny"your'own private Intereſts, 
where 


* 
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where they happen to ſtand in Competition with the. 1690 
Intereſt of Truth; for thefe, and theſe only, willhe NV 
found the true Diſciples of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who can deny themſelves, take upa Croſs daiiy, anc 
follow him in the guidance of his Regenerating Power, 
which brings Death upon ſelf, and Crucifies the Old - 
Nature, with its AﬀeQions and Luſts, and raiſeth up 
a Birth in you, that hath a Holy Will and Defire to 
ſerve the Lord, and do his Will on the Earth ; and 
ſuch as theſe are Inſtruments in the Hand of God for 
him to Work by, and to do Works of Rightcouſ- 
neſs, of Juſtice, of Charity, and all other the. Ver- 
tues -belonging to a Chriſtian Life , to the Honour of 
God, and tor the Comfort and Benefit of his Claurch 
and People. 

And all you, Dear Friends, upon whom the Lord 
hath laid a Care for his Honour, and for the Proſpe- 
rity of the Truth, and gathered you into the good 
Order of the Goſpel, to meet together to manage 
the-Aﬀairs thereof ; take heed that you have a ſingle 
Eye to the Lord, to do the Lord's Euſtgeſs in the 
leadings of his Spirit, which is but one, and _ 
all (that are given up to be governed by 1t,) to be 
of one Mind and Hearr, at leaſt, in the general Pur- 
poſe and Service of--thoſe Meetings ; although through 
the diverſity of Exerciſes, and the ſeveral degrees of 
growth among the- Brethren, every one may not ſee 
> vo «PN in;every-Matter, at the.tixſt pro- 
of-it :; Yer" this makesno;Breacly of the U- 
nity., nor hinders the i as kindnels, but puts 
you often an Exerciſe, and; an_inward Travail- 
ig, to.feel the Pure, LA na is from 
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above. 
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1690 above; to open-among you, and every, ones Ear'\is 0+ 
PINS pen & i 8 hooves it ſpeaks; and thereby: a 
{enſe of .Life_ is given. in the, Meeting ,. to: which -all 
ha ge.of aſumple and render Mind, ,joyo and agrees 
Bur if any, among, you ſhould; be contrary-mmded 
itt the management of ſome. outward Afar relating 
to the Truth, this doth.not preſently break the Um- 
ty that ye have. in Chriſt , nor ſhould weaken the 
Brotherly Love, fo 2p". ry he keeps waiting for an 
Underſtanding from God, to be gathered into. the 
ſame Senſe with you, and walks with you according 
to the Law.of Charity ;..ſuch a one oughtto be hoon 
With, and cheriſhed.,;and. the Supplicationg of your 
Souls will” go up. tro God. for chim;; -4hat- God my 
reveal it to him, if it be his Will, that- ſo-no Diflt- 
rence may be in Underſtanding, ſo faras is-'neceſſar: 
for the good of the Church, no mare thanthere-25 
it Matters of Faith and Obedience ta God. ;-; For; 
Friends,, it" is not .of abſolute neceſſity ;thatgver 
Member of the Church ſhould have the ſamemes- 
"Fite"of Vader handing in, all chings ;, for then-xyhere 
wete the duty of the Strong bearing with the Weak? 
Then where were the Brother of | Low. Degree ? 
'Whete would beany ſubmitting to-them: that ace fot 
aver” others inthe Lord ?. which-all-tend;$9:the: pre- 
erving, Unity jp the Cured awichfeading the 
if aſures, and different Grawths of fhe:Miem- 


by this means mga yr the one Vater, even = 
Chriſt, and have no room for other Maſters, in the SW 
matter--of our Obedience to God': And while ever 
one keeps in this true ſubjeCtion, the ſweet rout. 
is/kaown, andthe Qyl js not only upon Aaror's Hea 
_ feacheth' the Skirts of his Garment alſo ; an 
yn clay kept Sweet and Savoury, ar. ye love.orie 
fron the greateſt 'to the leaſt in Sincerity, 
and (as the Apoſtle ith) ons Diſſimulation ; and 
this Love excludes all hiſperings of Evil things ; al 
Back-Bi ing, 1 ale-bearing, ants ings and Murmurings, 
and -keeps Friends Minds HE one toward another, 
waiting tor every Op porno, to da each ather good, 
and/ to preſerve" each others She of on and thei 
t 


Hearts: No comforted at the Sight of one another : 
And'in all their Affairs, both relating to the Church 
and tothe World, they wilt be watchful over their 
own- Spirits , and keep m the Lord's Power, over 
thati'Nature and Ground in themſelves, that would 
be'apt'to/take an Offence,. or conſtrue any Word or 
Adtion'to a'worſe Senſe than the Simplicity thereof, 
_ [the mention * W the other concerned will allow 
0 

- And whereas it may oſten fall out, that among; a 
great many,' ſome may have a different Apprehenfion 
of; amarter from-the reſt of their Brethreri, eſpecially 
in Optward: or Tempe ook thin Hnngs, there ought. ta.be 
a:Ohriltikn-Liberry for. ſuch'to xprols 
»theit-Sgnſe;} NithIProicen of My] or fe they will 
ker mortar rt ey {peak their 
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532 | 
1690. the Different Apprehenſion of ſuch a'one comes to be 
rvY, wholly: removed, and his Underſtanding opened, to 

ſce as the reſt ſee ; for the Danger in Society, doth not 
lie ſo- much in-that, that ſome few may have a differ- 
ing\Apprehenſion 1n' ſome! things from the! general 
Senſe; as it-doth in this; namely,” when ſuch that {6 
differ, do ſuffer themſelves to be lead-out of ' the Bond 
of. Charity, and ſhall labour to:impoſe their Private 
Senſe upon the reſt of their Brethren, and to be 'Of- 
fended and Angry if it be not received; this is the 
Szed -of Sedition and Strife that hath grown np in 
tov too many to their own Hurt, 

And therefore, my Dear Friends, beware of it, and 
ſeek- not to drive-a' Matter on in Fierceneſs'or in Att- 
&cr,. nor to take Offence into your Minds at any time, 

ecauſe what leems to be clear to you, 15 not preſently 
received ; but let all things in the Church be pro- 
pounded with an awful Reverence of him that is 
the Head and Life of it ; who hath ſaid, Where' Tivo 
or Three are met in my Name, I will 'be jn the midſt of 
them: And ſo he is; and may be felt by'alt who kee 
in his Spirit. But he thatfollows his own Spin, ſees 
nothing as he ought to ſee it. Therefore Jet all 'he- 
ware of their own Spirits and Natural Tempers, (as 
they are ſometimes called ) but let all keep in a gra- - 
cious Temper, then are ye fit for the Service of the 
Houſe of; God, whoſe Houſe ye are, as ye keep upon 
the;Foundation that God hath laid ;'and he will build” * 
you-up, and teach -yow how-to build'tip' one anther"! 
in him 47and' as! every | Member muſt | feel !T/fe in 
themſelves, and -all' from one! Head | rhis' Life will '' 
not-hurt-it:ſelf -in-any, but be tender' of 'the _ 3 
1 £115 all 
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all; for by. this one Life of the W OR Djyewere 1696 
Begotten,. and-by it ye are nouriſhed, and made'to' UV 
ow into. your ſeveral Services in the Church of God); ' 


it is:no Man's Learning, nor Artificial Acquirements ;' 


it's no Man's Riches, nor Greatnets-in 'this WoHd';' 
it is noiMan's Eloquence and Natural-Wiſdom , that 
makes him fit for Governmentin the Church of Chriſt; © 


unleſs he with all his Endowments be ſeaſoned with 
the Heavenly Salt, and his Spirit ſubjected , and his 
Gifts paſs through the Fire of God's Altar, a Sacrifice 
to his Praiſe and Honour, that ſo Self be Crucified 
and Baptized in Dcath, and the Gifts made uf2 of in 
the Power of the Reſurrettion of the Life of Jeſus 
in him ;; And when this great Work is wrought ina 
Man, then all his Gifts and Qualifications are SanCt- 
fied, and they are made uſe of for the good of the 
Body, which is the Church, and are as Ornaments and 
Jewels, which ferves fcr the Joy and Comfart of all 
who are Partakers of the fame Divine Fellowſhip of 
Life, 1m. Chriſt. Jeſus our Lord : and thus come many 
to be fitted-and furniſhed to good Works, which are 
brought forth. .in their due Seaſons, for Edification, 
and building up the Weak, and for Repairing 
the Decayed Places, and alfo for Defence of thent 
that are Feeble, that Hurtful things may not come 
ncari them. 


Qh!. Friezds, oreat is the Work the Lord hath called 


yoy,ito,' and is a:fitting,.you for, who innocently wait 


upan;him-;-andthe;Lord, hath-opened my Heart mato 


you,, and ilajd; it ipon me; td £xhort and beteech you | 


to haye a care that ye-\quit your ſelves 'as'ye:oughty/ 
in what God requires..of: you :- And for:the)/more:par- /' 


ticular 


1690 ticular expreffing wins lies Daſire me in the matter, 
WWW I thall- fet down a'few particular Obſervations, for 


your'Benefitand Advantage; and my*SouPs Deſire's, 
that my Labour of Love may: have a gcot'Effe@'in 
- 4 your: [Boſorns, 'that God: tmay-be Hbnvured:therb- 
y.'And, Friends, ye know'the thief Buſineſs rowhich 
Þ are called i in ' your" particular: Meg and7Womess 
ings, is under theſe- Two Heads, Juſtice! and 
Charity ; the. firſt, ro'tee that every one hath Right 
done him, and che other to take care there be nothing 
kcking to the Comfort of the Poor , that are mide 
Partakers of the ſame Faith with you. ' 
-* And when-ye-meet about thi e-things,” kee »tlic 
"Ford in your &, and wait to- feel- bis "Power! to 
'Guide-and Direft 'you, to ſpeak 'and behave y6br 
felves in the Church of God, as becomes' "the 
Peaceable Goſpel : And beware of all brittlerefs 6f 
Spirit; and ſharp RefleAion upon each others Words ; 
-for that wilt kindle up Heats, and-create a FI Fite ; 
and when one takes a liberty of aſharp/Word fpoken 
out of the true: Fear- and 'Fenderiie $}: 4t! oftentjines 
:becomes' 4 Tempration' to- anether 4 and if /heifiath 
in6t”a, great-ctire,” it will 'draw him out alſo, and then 
the frft is guilty of Two Evils : Firſt  Beingled into 
'a'Temptarion, and then Secondly; he beomes a 'Perip- 
keto othiers'? Therefore-all had-need ts beripoiy their 
Watch; neicher ts Tenipt, ny be Tempted;"an@fer 
:H606 think" 56: a fufſictent- Excvifc Ko! bee 4 
were proyoked , for we af&a5ap{weriBlex& Gonllftr 
Pi WWOHpoktt pon ProvecadtanilapwhiwatÞro- 
Tocenebd6 3" b he So ph rh i wr 
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Counſel ; 1n- athe': time of. our Provecations, And there» 
fore! 4fi any Man / through -want of. Watchfulgneſs, VV 
_ be overtakeg with Heat or Paſſion, 4. /ofs 4n- 
yy Wrach, faith the Wiſe Man ang there- 
uch! a time is, ftreſt Fora ſoft "Anſwer y.1 the 
; /prevail-on any t0:their Hurt, and to the Grief 
and Trouble of their Brethren ; for it is the. proper 
Puty of Watch-men and Overſeers, to ſpare the 
Flock; that is; let nothing come nigh them that will 
Hurt them, and Wound and Grieve them ; nay,the 
ood Apoſtle was fo careful: over” the Flock of Be- 
i ievers,| that. if there -were. any coubtful Matters to 
he, dilpated of, he would not have.them that were 
Weak in'the Faith at fuch Diſputes, much leſs ought 
them-that are Weak to ſee thoſe that are Strong. de- 
{cend from their Serenged, and go into the Weakneſs 
- heTe they are not able to bear, for that is certainly 
thejWeak that cannot bear : Thoſe that really live 
TTY th.and Power, they can. bear even Bur- 
dens. tot them that; cannot bear their own,,.; The. A- 
-Pgltleciin the, Place. before mentioned, when. .he ſeat 
tot: ithe Elders of  Epbeſas to Miletus.,.. and Jeft-a 
Charge: with them , before he faid, Take heed 20.che 
Flack of. God, he ſaid, Take ye heed to jour ſelves: And 
ife«woare nogs-of .us like $0 inns aus ſelves 
190k RUnE but by; taking heed: tour elves, - 
fanecy pf+3: that Sober ,:Inncecat. trane;of Spavit 
hea deWnghabefn, >, 111 .!-loyorg ow 
.-148 pry png fr Fr ieex; WHEB Jy Si ene 
Aalled-vport, -Hk; Jaſtices: ka ll 
tRight, \derroen/Fog 
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FE ew hn rymerit' 

mer” Arts To eg Stoned - we ty make ir dif 
rence 'of the Worthinef, or Unworthinefs of Perfo 
in Judgment, 'as. we may in Chatit) fy; *but'in Jude; 
met, E 2 good Many being miſtaken, hath'#bad Caf 

'or”a bad Man'a good Caſe, accordin? to his Caſe ſe af 


Tie] have Seritens, Ir 'was a good Sa aying He rhat 
Tudgeth among Men, judgeth for the as will 
ra it, Therefore ter All Be. fries: t FH, 


as yeare willing to anſwer it in hisPreſehce ind 
although ſome may for a time be Difconterit thereat, 
pet. in time God ſhall clear up your Inhoecney as the 
Stn' at Noon-Day ; and the Y 'thar kick* af 'Sound 
Jedgment, will find but hard Work'of t He 
ick againſt that which will prick they; 
. He fch through their Wilfulneſs;! 

in their -own *Senſe ;*rna\ v "FF chemfetwes {yer 

u Will be preferved, and emoy- your: Peace"and'Wa- 


tisfaCtion 1 inthe » age of your O©onfeienves __— 


ad - iy Idvice, &c. — AS &* 


upe n him for the Sp Sapport of Chucky, the ba x6e 
aſe he et Tag 
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Rs ed the Caſc:of the Toors oh 
a Father, and hath often fignifi 
a ſpecial Cr 7e UPON ny Fx 


Me that yo this World's Goods, that they wry 
look to dap way = mig Stewards of what 


they pon cad t be found in 

or ir Hearts fo to 

MINN <ul ti Service God hed 

| them.the things of this Life for, either to ive 
up when for, in a Teſtimony for his 

Name, or to Communicate of them to thoſe har 

were in ty. 

Sow as _ the Neceſlities Wo the Poor, 

of Gikdon when 


; Afar; for as fu > thong the 
Unworthineſs of Perſons, is not to be 


t, yet inthis it is; Lhe wn 
pr yn or made Poor, and that 
have made themſelves Poor, and ſome that others have 
made Poor, which muſt all have their { Conkhi- 


| in —_— to labour to be-unani- 
——  —— 
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3690 - And as-to thoſe who by Sickneſs, Lameneſs, Age, 
or other Impotency, are brought into-Poverty by t 


the 
Hand of Providence, theſe are your pecular Car 
a3rd/Objefts I ayer out to you, to beftow your Cha, 
rity upon, for 'by them the/ Lord calls for it ; for as 
the 'Earth is'the Lord's and the fulneſs of it,” her hath 
Þy-his Soveraign Power commanded in every Diſpet- 
fation, that @ part of what we enjoy from him; ſhould 
be thas imployed. The 1/raelites were nat to Reap 
the-Corners of their Fields, nor to gather rhe Glean- 
ings of- the Corn-nor - Vintage, it-was for the Pyor 
ant in the- time of: the Goſpel., they were- to lay -a 
part' on the- Fir# Day of the Week, a part of -what 
Gott hat blefled- them with, for the Relief of thoſe 
that were in Neceſſity; nay ,- they did net Confine 
themſelves in their Charity to their own Meetings, 
bur 'had;at Univerſal Bye through the whole Church 
of Chriſt, and-upon- -extraordinary- Occaſions; Tent 
their Benevolence to telieve -the Saihts at- erwſaltm 
-ttra time of Need: And all-that-keep ia rhe gutdantec 
of-the ſame Univerſal Spirit ,, will-fnake kt thier By - 
ſiaefs to: be found in the fame Praftigee of : Cheriry and 
Good > ; to _ on. andto Com — f þOy- 
pet- not; arth the -; $0-they-that forget 1 
ts Chiiflien Davy, wil kad our | any + nn 
the Corners and Gleaninzs of *the- Profits of - their 
Trades 'and) Merehandizidgs; as well as the Ny - 
ate did the Corners" and” Gleanings: of 'his Field ; 
andin'the Diftribution vf- it; -wilh have x regatd* ro 
cot fort the Bowels 'of' ſuch who-arg by the Divi 
Providence of God, put-out of a Capacity: floj ;ing 
thoſe outward Comforts of Health, and Ty 
34 Plenty, 
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Flonty which\cthn do i0joy ; for, while they /.are 1490 
Partakers of :the.fame, Faith, and walks ad the way SP 


of Righteouſnels. with you, ſubmitting -rhemſelvps 
petiencly to the Diſpeaſation of ,Gods Proyidencei0- 
yards them ; they: axe of. yaur'Houſhold, andiupy 
der your Care, tbottito Vilit, and.io; Relieve as. Megn- 
bers'of one Body, of which-Chrilt Jeſus-is Head and 
he that Giveth to ſuch Paor, -leadeth to the Lord, and 

he,will repay -it. ; alÞ2 bþ re 
- -Butthere is-another {ſort of 'Poor, who make them- 
ſelves Poor through their Sloath.and Carelefncels, and 
ſometimes -by their Wilfulneſs ; | being Heady and 
High-miaded, and taking things in Hand that: are 
more than they can manage, and make a Flouriſh 
for aScaſon, and then through. their. own NegleCts, 
are plunged down into great Poverty; thele are'a 
fort. the Primitive -Churches began to be. troubled 
withal.in the early Days ol the Goſpel; for the A- 
(tle took notice of ſome: that would:not Work at 
all, and ſharply reproved-them, and faid, They that 
worlsa wot Work ſhould not Eat ; and theſe arecommons 
ly a fort of Buſie-bodies, and /Medlers: with. othets 
Matters, while they negk& their own, and runs anto 
Aa worſe, way thanthe Uubelievers, while they. pro- 
10 be Behevers,. yet do not take a- due- Care; itor 
thole ut theis:own Houſhold, - ah 5 offs 
\1 [The Chajity that-is proper to ſach, -is ro-givethern 
Admoniton. and: Reprect, - and.ta"Ceny vites them 
ofj,theiz Slgagh and Negligenss g,an at} they Jllppie 
to.,your,'Reproof,. ayd are willipg.ro,amend,; hen 
Fars ought to-be gaken'to help theminogaaymyy act! 
cans £0, fuppott themſelves ; and Yomeriaacs: by 4 
4: 'Yvy 2 little 
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Fruth Preached; but Ranbwering = wn uri 

of-'Trath; in Life-and Converſation, , and ther 

the'Rich and: the Ppor haye Fallowlhig oi 

ethers - 1-11. pos. 
*Thete is another fort that are made. P bibs 

Oppreſſions and Cruelties of others ; neſs, 0 

preſſed Poor ,- cries loud. in the Ears of C : op 

vaighty, and he will in his own time Fro oF 

Caſe: Butiin the | 2g ali x94 (5k ba ow: 


beextended to them, 

be Turn; and: if —w ESE 

 —» or. if any Applloations: 0:95 

that. 4re.able: to deliver them from:the Feats cb - 
1 Y 


fuck -Calcs, let all that are capable, þe. ready : 
ling +6 Adviſe, Relieye San] Hg BRTNGE 
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Oh! ke t 'the SEoyours Dallins 
$#lyolrbe  Dighiry 8 
= SA ar&alled npom re Coos 
in the World,draw you rn > 


and: Seaſons appointed to-- meet. 
that-are Elder',” fer a good wthe Ty 
fort; by a due Obſervation of the ' Hour: appointed. , 
that t " that come firſt one time; Tyr not-by their 
birf tying for others bediſl 
chey maybe kt another time; 
is come , leave your Buſineſs for the Lord's Wark, 
and he will take care your Buſineſs ſhall not ſuffer, 
bur will add a Blefling upon it, which will do.more 
Re [ie hs time on Iron 99-9 
O CE. 
”Ahd'when ye have todo with Perverſe,and Froward | 
infauprrg Þ Perſons;' whom ye have occaſion toRe+ 
Rebuke: for the weakly ſake, and;:you 
them Stout and High, and' RefleQting upon y6 
ant rn ron ants Meekneſsto ſhine: forth, and 
b you to feel your Authority in the.Name of 
Ro Rel Jes uch /a: one, and to-wait. far the 
Patt #nd'P oi from» above ,:to-brang 


Gln fr dtiforind rhe Farthly Witdoms 1. And.io 
this of Wink Joni dabwarteodaten; nj ithe 
rin led Ns out of the- Thicket , and to re{hayp 


hy: oh 'F a 1 
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oh, Will vec on/his own Head "But on the'other Hand, if 
yelafſer their Perverſe Spirits to'enter; antl'their Pros 
veariots tohave a Place inyon,' ſoas'ro kindle root 
| TAs int aHeit and Paſſion, 'then' 9a: Fe Hut 
1e/Uricapa ble to-do them” any Wor 
Will Break cnet oft har will peed Repenrance, and t 
Wieked will be ftiffened 'and firer hened thereby, 
and ybu miſs the Service-that you "dd Tcally intend, 
Therefore —_ 'Beloved; keep upon your Watch; 
— Spiritual Armour; bees your Feet ſhod 
ths os wr of the. Goſpel of - Peace, and 
the' Gol of Peace will-be with you,” and'crown your 
Endeavours with good'Sneceſs, to yotrr Joy and-Coms 
fort, and will bring up his Power over your Adver- 
faries and Oppoſers more and -more, to-whieh many 
fl! bow and bend in your fight ; and.-will bring 
Si#me-and Confuſion upon: the Rebellious, who tar- 
den their Hearts and ſtifften their Necks againſt the 
Lord, and his Chriſt, and Kingdom, which he will 
exalt in the Eartl:, notwithſtanding all that Satan and 
all his*EvilTnftruments can do to hinder the Growth 
and Progreſs of his bleſſed Truth ; for of the increaſe 
of the Government, and of the Peace of the Kingdom 
of Chriſt there ſhall be no end. 

And now Friends, T having cleared-my' Conſcience 
of what lay upon me for ſome time, to write unto 
you by way of Remembrance, and as the Exortation 
of my Life unto you, I remain Travailing 1 in Spirit 
for the Wellfare of 2yor : And although the Outward 
Man decays, yet in the Inward Man I am comtorted, 
in beholding daily the great things that our God hath 


done, and is Rl doing for them that have tlicir ſole 
Depen- 


and Syotherly Adbies, & 
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Dependance upon him, So committii z.yQu to. the 1690 
Grace of God for your DireQer and RE in theſe WV 
wry To your gn ge dy; unto RES) Ko hath 

called you , that by the Operations of his mighty 
Power, ye may be kept blameleſs ar walgotred ofrie | 


World, to his Honour and, your Comfort, and-to/the 
univertal Comfort and Edification of. the Chnrch, 
that ſo Praiſes and Thankſgiving may fill your Hearts 
and. Mouths, your Families and your Meetings ; for 
he is Worthy, who is our Tower, our Support, the 
Lord of Hoſt, the King of Saints, to whom be Glory, 
Honour and Renown, through this and all Genera-- 
tions, for ever and ever ; Amen. 


London, the 15thof From yoar Friend, and Brother in 
the 7th Month, the Communion and Fellowſhip 
1690. in the Goſpel of Peace and Pa-- 


rity, 


Stephen: Criſp..' 


